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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

Our journey through the entirety of Holy Scripture is underway!  I hope you have been able to be a part of it thus far 
through worship attendance, Bible study participation, viewing my sermons online (http://holycrosstrumbull.org/sermons/), 
being a part of our “Google Hangout” option on Tuesday evening, or by following my daily blog 
(http://holycrosstrumbull.org/pastors-blog/).  As this newsletter goes to print, we will be finishing up our walk through the 
Book of Genesis and now, through the month of October, we will journey through the rest of the Books of Moses.  The 
first five books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy – are attributed to the prophet Moses 
and are also often referred to as the Pentateuch, which means “the five-fold book.”  They are also sometimes referred to 
as the Torah or “Law of Moses.”  The many ways in which they are named aside, the key thing I would like to share with 
you here are the many blessings that await you when you take the time to read them, and I would like to point out a few of 
the blessings you will find in each of these first five books, as follows: 
 

Genesis lays the foundation for all the events and doctrines of Holy Scripture.  Learning 
more about its characters and events will prepare you for a much broader understanding of 
God’s ways with humankind. Through Genesis, Moses emphasizes that these records 
apply not simply to Israel, but all nations and families of the earth.  We can see in the 
patriarchs’ weaknesses, struggles and joys that mirror our families today.  The Lord, 
through promise and faith, makes all the difference for the patriarchs, and He will  likewise 
bless and lead you. 
 

Exodus describes the central redemptive event of the Old Testament.  Through the blood 
of the Passover lambs, the Lord delivered His people from slavery.  This redemption 
becomes the most mentioned event of Israelite history.  Through the blood of the 
covenant, the Lord consecrated Israel as a kingdom of priests.  He directed the building of 
the tabernacle as a place of worship and forgiveness.  Moses and the elders of Israel also 
enjoyed the splendor of seeing God and learning the meaning of His name, Yahweh.  They saw that God is not only 
holy, but also merciful and patient.  He remembers His people and His promises to their forefathers for thousands of 
generations.  As you read Exodus, look for these important themes.  See that the Lord still leads His people thr ough the 
prophet like Moses and redeems you by the blood of “the Lamb of God,” Jesus. 
 

As you read through the book of Leviticus, reflect on the detail and deep care with which God teaches the people about 
faithful, orderly worship.  Though worship is chiefly a matter of faith and sincere repentance, God’s people must not regard 
the outward expressions of worship as mere formalism; our outward actions reveal our hearts.  Genuine confession of faith 
manifests itself in thought, word and deed.  Note especially the four greatest themes of Leviticus: cleansing, atonement, 
rest and redemption.  These themes foreshadow Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, His peace, and the freedom He grants us in 
the Gospel.  Seeing these broad themes allows one to understand that Leviticus is truly about the chief article of the 
Christian faith: justification through Christ’s blood. 
 

As you read Numbers, reflect on how God repeatedly speaks His word of law and promise to the people while sustaining 
them in the wilderness.  Each event illustrates His fatherly discipline and gracious care for a wayward, rebellious people.  
Numbers leaves the reader hanging, anticipating something greater because the book ends on Jordan’s East Bank, just 
shy of the Promised Land.  While reading Numbers, pray for the Lord to discipline and sustain you in the service of His 
kingdom.  Also, anticipate how He prepares something greater for you, any eternal homeland in heaven to be revealed 
when Christ returns. 
 

          “Wismar’s Wisdom,” continues on Page 3 

http://holycrosstrumbull.org/sermons/
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 1, 2 and 3   
 Lifetouch Photography at Holy Cross  
 for pictorial directory family photo sessions 
 

Saturday, October 3   
 Afternoon –  Annual Holy Cross Golf Outing at Tashua Knolls-Trumbull 
 

Tuesdays this Month 
 10:00 a.m. –  Bible Class:  “God’s Master Plan” 
 7:00 p.m. – Bible Class:  “God’s Master Plan” 
 

Tuesday, October 6  
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bpt. 
 

Thursday, October 8 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Monday, October 12  – Columbus Day 
 (PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Saturday, October 31   
 9:30 a.m. –  Sixth Annual Breakfast & Artists 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 
 

Worship Services  –  Sunday:  8:00 and 10:30 a.m.;  Monday, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Like 

Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from events 

and other notices. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMART GUIDANCE 
Words delivered to students 
at Princeton by future U.S. 
President Woodrow Wilson 
“We are not put into the world to 
sit still and know.  We are put in 
it to act.” 
 

---Reprinted from Vanity Fair magazine, 
August 2013, from an article entitled,  

“A League of His Own” by A. Scott Berg 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the November edition.  
The deadline for submissions is  
Thursday, Oct. 15. 
Please turn  
in your article(s)  
to the newsletter  
mailbox, located outside the church 
office, or send them via e-mail to: 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

at the church website, 

holycrosstrumbull.org 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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“Wismar’s Wisdom,” continued from Page 1 
 

And in the book of Deuteronomy, although many passages in it describes civil and ceremonial laws for Old Testament 
Israel, take special note of how Moses emphasizes the Lord’s love and election of His people, which extends to believers 
today.  Deuteronomy shows you the heart of God: His wrath and His mercy. 
 

As you read and study the Books of Moses, certainly look for the Law they proclaim, but recognize also how they proclaim 
the encouragement, hope and promise of the Gospel, as well.  God’s richest blessings as you continue to journey through 
His Word!   
 

See you in Worship! 
 
Pastor Wismar 

 
 
 

 

Sixth Annual 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW DATE!  Saturday, October 31 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

     Guest Speaker:   
     Jen Marr and Club Comfort 
     With Special Guests  
     Addie and Leah! 

 

 

Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10.  Tickets will go on sale 

October 11.  For advance tickets, to reserve a table, or for more information, 

contact Cindy Ciccia at 203-395-3404 or CLC717@gmail.com 
 

Calling all artists!  Contact Edith Skoog if you would like to show your talents. 
 

 

mailto:CLC717@gmail.com
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THIS NEW CONTACT INFORMATION AT HOLY CROSS 
 

 

 PASTOR WISMAR:   203-268-7555 (Pastor’s Study);  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 

   203-240-7906 (cell phone via call or text may be used regarding any urgent matters) 
 

 CHURCH OFFICE: 203-268-4555 (office phone);  office@holycrosstrumbull.com 

   Mary Schrock—Office Administrator 
 

 PRESCHOOL: 203-268-6471 (Preschool office phone);  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

   Michele Glennon—Preschool Director 
 

Visit the Holy Cross website—www.holycrosstrumbull.org— and see the great changes we have made. 
 
 

                                         
 
 
CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA 
Social Ministry collecting donations for seafarers during October – project kicks off October 4!   
For the third year we will be participating in the Seafarers and International House Christmas-at-Sea project.   
 

Nearly all of us ashore look forward to Christmas with family and friends.  For nearly all seafarers, Christmas will be a 
lonely day in the middle of an ocean, without family or friends. 
 

You could bring a little joy to these seafarers by filling Christmas-at-Sea satchels with gifts for Port Chaplain Ruth Setaro 
to deliver to ships in either New Haven or New London before their merchant ships head out to sea in December. 
 

The joy your Christmas-at-Sea satchel brings to a seafarer will be matched by your own joy  
of the true meaning of Christmas.  Please purchase one, two or fill a satchel with these items: 
 

 One sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded (size L-XL) 

 Three pairs of socks – thermal or white gym 

 One casual pullover T-shirt (size M-L) 

 One knit winter cap 

 One can of nuts or large bar of chocolate 

 A Christmas card from you! 
 
You pick the colors, styles and brands you wish, but please no substitutions from the list.  The Christmas-at-Sea satchels 
should be comparable for each member of the crew. 
  

Pick a card from the poster in the narthex and check out the Christmas-at-Sea display case. 
 

---CINDY CICCIA 
   Social Ministry Commission 

 
 
DORCAS GUILD 
Ladies acknowledged by St. Vincent’s Hospital 
The ladies of our Dorcas Guild received some publicity for the work they do in the June-July 
edition of “The Update,” a newsletter of St. Vincent’s Health Services.  In an article titled, “Prayer 
Shawls: Handmade Love and Comfort,” both Anita Schoch and Myrtle Anderson were pictured 
with Jazmin Figueroa-Bodine, MD, clinical research coordinator at St. Vincent ’s Elizabeth M. 
Pfriem SWIM Center for Cancer Care.  In the photo Ms. Figueroa-Bodine is accepting prayer 
shawls that Anita and Myrtle brought to St. Vincent’s, all made by the ladies of our Dorcas Guild.  
See the article with full-color photo posted on the hallway bulletin board. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
mailto:preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Carol Burns, going through physical therapy following hip-replacement surgery; Ron 
Dietman, recovering from a minor surgical procedure; Gary Jackson, recovering from a mild stroke; JoAnne Meyer; 
Tim Morris, for continued healing as he recovers from sinus surgery; Barbara Schneider, for a complete recovery 
from her recent surgery; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; Cole Veteri, 
recovering from surgery to remove his tonsils and adenoids; the homebound – Emma Fengler, Harvey Pomerenk and 
Kay Dubin. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends: Amy Alfano, daughter of a friend of Audrey Paray, who has stage 3 ovarian cancer; 
Ruby Beer, sister-in-law of Anita Beer, diagnosed with stomach cancer and recovering from surgery; Robert Butler, 
Laura Dowling’s father, hospitalized and going through tests; Rhonda Deloge, Tom’s wife, 
recovering from neck surgery; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Dorothy 
DeVed, former Holy Cross member, for healing following a fall in which she injured her knee; Marti 
Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, 
recovering from cancer surgery; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, who fell and broke her hip and is 
recovering from surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon surgery; 
Abby Haggerty, student at Christian Heritage School, for healing from another brain bleed; Cindy 
Keegan, a teacher at Christian Heritage School, going through chemo to treat pancreatic cancer, 
prayers of thanksgiving that tests have shown that the chemo is working to shrink the tumors; 
Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; 
Ellen Magnotta, friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson; Jean Matthews, Chris Matthews’ mother-in-law, following open heart 
surgery; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery. 
 

During the past few weeks, we also prayed for: Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for 
lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris 
O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, 
who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Max Pizzolato, for healing; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung 
transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, who underwent surgery for her ongoing battle with breast cancer; 
Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, who has had a relapse of pancreatic cancer and is undergoing more 
chemotherapy; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, for healing from injuries he sustained when 
hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy 
and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for 
effective radiation treatment to eliminate tumors and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered 
a stroke; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; JoLynn Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s mother; 
Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery; Rev. Gregory Wismar 
(Pastor’s dad), for healing from an outpatient procedure; Priscilla Wismar (Pastor’s mom), recovering from hip-
replacement surgery. 
 

Other prayers between late August and early September were for:  A prayer of thanksgiving for Salome Brenna, baby girl 
born to Rick and Katie Brenna on September 6; protection for all those serving in the military, including Michael Collins, 
Ryan Rubega, Ben Milositz, and Timothy Benson Jr.; travel safety for Mike and Sabine Bonnar, in San Diego for 
their granddaughter’s baptism; the family of Herman Limmer, Jr., former member of Zion Lutheran-Bridgeport, who 
was called home to the Lord on August 12. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for prayers to be 
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in 
this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail 
address to the church office. 
 

---GARY MESSERSCHMITT 
   Shepherd’s Commission  
 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Comfort Dog Leah welcomed to Connecticut and Immanuel Lutheran-Danbury 
Sunday, September 6, was designated Comfort Dogs Weekend at Immanuel Lutheran-Danbury. 
 

From the moment we walked through the door at Immanuel Lutheran, there was excitement in the air.  We were greeted 
by both Immanuel’s and Christ the King (Newtown) Lutheran’s comfort dog teams—dogs, caregivers and handlers.  In 
fact, there were a total of 10 dogs to greet us from across the U.S.  Just having these dogs in your presence makes one 
smile, but this day was special because Immanuel Lutheran introduced the newest member of Connecticut’s comfort dog 
team—her name is Leah.  And, our own Cindy Ciccia is one of Leah’s trained and certified handlers!  The “Passing of the 
Leash” ceremony on September 6 was a capstone to a very busy week of training and service for Cindy, Leah and the 
other new handlers and dogs.   
 

Tim Hetzner, President, Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) was a guest speaker at the event and he offered an eloquent 
(and, often entertaining) explanation of the Holy Gospel according to St. John; Chapter 4—the story of Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman at the well.  Naturally, he tied the good and comforting works of the Comfort Dog Ministry to the story of 
Jesus and the Samaritan. 
 

Besides myself, Kendra Norman, Michele and Rick Van Wart, and Cindy’s family—husband Joey, daughters Nicole and 
Ashley, and grandson Dominic, were on hand to support Cindy and this amazing ministry.  A lovely picnic, complete with 
delicious “doggy biscuits” (a.k.a. cookies—shaped like dog bones) was held following the ceremony. 
 

Leah now joins Addie as a Comfort Dog at Immanuel Lutheran.  Addie had such a busy schedule with weekly visits to 
Sandy Hook Elementary, Immanuel Lutheran School (where our own Pastor Wismar once was a teacher), the Greater 
Danbury Women’s Center, shut-ins, Hospice, and many other service calls, that Immanuel Lutheran made a commitment 
to invest in this important ministry—thereby recruiting a second dog. 
 

LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are purebred Golden Retrievers, AKC registered, and must pass the AKC Good Citizenship Test.  
They have been trained to the level of a service dog.  LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs and their handlers are also certified by LCC. 
The cost to acquire a Comfort Dog is $12,000; however, LCC spends approximately $50,000 in training each dog. 
 

Cindy and Leah’s mission is to expand the work of the Comfort Dog Ministry beyond the greater Danbury area—east into 
Fairfield and New Haven counties…or wherever there is a need in the state (hospital and veterans ministry, college 
outreach, nursing homes, etc…).  They will also be deployed to national and regional crises.  Each time Cindy takes Leah 
out to a school or community in crisis, they will provide comfort and share the love of Christ.  What a blessing for all!  

There is a need for Ministry Partners to accompany Cindy and 
Leah when deployed to the community.  A Ministry Partner’s 
responsibility is to talk with people and to hand out Leah’s 
business cards.  This valuable part of the Comfort Dog Ministry 
will allow the handler to focus on the dog.  If interested, please 
contact Cindy at CLC717@gmail.com. 
 

Cindy will be with Leah at our upcoming Breakfast & Artists 
event on Saturday morning, October 31.  The guest speaker will 
be Jen Marr from Immanuel Lutheran and Club Comfort.  NOTE 
THE NEW DATE for the B&A event; this date change allows 
Cindy and Leah to attend the Vicki Soto Memorial 5K run/walk 
event held in Vicki’s hometown of Stratford.  Several of Vicki’s 
students, family and friends are expected to attend.  Let’s all  

keep Cindy and Leah in our prayers as 
they set out in this important ministry.  

 

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us.”—2 Corinthians 4:7 
 

---SHERRY DUFF 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Smile and say got comfort?! 
Above, Comfort Dog Leah (left, 
red bandana), is welcomed to 
Connecticut at the Danbury 
airport on Sept. 5 by Addie  
her “partner” in Comfort Dog 
Ministry at Immanuel-Danbury.  
Pictured at right are Cindy  
Ciccia with Leah and Cindy’s 
family – grandson Dominic, 
daughters Ashley and Nicole 
and husband Joey. 

mailto:CLC717@gmail.com
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Parsonage Renovation Fund 
 

In memory of Lenny Anderson 
 

Myrtle Anderson 
 

 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal 
It was the first day of September as Barbara White and Val Huydic got busy buttering bread at the monthly St. John’s 
Community Supper.  Meanwhile, Rich Huydic got the pasta boiling and hams in the oven.  Diane Hintz Schyhol and 
Maria Nocerrino cut cake, made coffee, wrapped plastic ware into napkins and cooled water, grape 
juice and fruit cups. Simultaneously, Helen Harper and Lorraine Finch, prepared and put the final 
touches on the macaroni and cheese with Rich….and cooking was done in record time!  Someone 
had donated a bag of homegrown Roma tomatoes.  Val and Barbara sliced those as a special treat for 
the recipients.  Then Sherry Duff and Cindy Ciccia arrived early to chat and carve the hams while 
Anna Mae Berger poured grape juice.  They were assisted by Savi Semon, Jim Leslie and Pastor 
Wismar to serve 108 meals.  Beside us, there were 13 volunteers following Philippians 2:4: “Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”  Not everyone can be present to volunteer.  I n 
addition to these volunteers are the parishioners who donate money to help cover purchasing the ingredients for this 
meal and pray for the St. John’s Community Supper.  
 

As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the 
month at St. John’s Episcopal.  The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for cooking and serving is 
on Tuesday, October 6.  If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
Note changes to phone/address directory 
Please pencil-in these changes to the most recent 
Holy Cross membership directory (green cover) 
released in Summer 2015: 
 

Brenna Household 
Baby girl—  Salome 
 
Gail Rice 
New e-mail address—   
gail_1313@yahoo.com 
 
Tim Senft Household 
Baby girl—  Dylan 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To Brad and Tina Batoh, Michael and Jon Halls, Cliff Schrock, Dan and Donna Senft and 
Andrew Struzik for cleaning and painting all the radiators in the Fellowship Hall and the 
adjoining classrooms.  
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the 
September 1 Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Anna Mae Berger, 
Cindy Ciccia, Sherry Duff, Lorraine Finch, Valerie and Rich Huydic, Jim Leslie, David 
and Mary Ann Schiller, Barbara White and Pastor Wismar. 
 

To Lorraine and Jim Finch and David and Mary Ann Schiller for providing fresh flowers from their gardens over the late 
summer weeks for the Sunday altar-flower arrangements. 
 

To Linda Suhr who is faithful in her service to helping with church-office tasks one morning a week. 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
It’s a privilege to serve God through YOUR church, Holy Cross! 
Last month I wrote about the value of being a member of a congregation.  Active membership offers great reward, but 
also comes with responsibility.  Congregations are led by a shepherd – our Pastor – as a spiritual leader and guide.  
However, the organizational work of a church, and its congregation, requires the voluntary efforts of its members. 
 

We are fortunate within the LCMS in that our congregation owns our church building and property.  
However, with that comes the responsibility for it.  We are not a tenant, but a “homeowner.”  And not 
unlike most congregations, we tend to follow the 20/80 rule – 20 percent of our members do 80 percent 
of the work, i.e., programs, support, upkeep, administration, etc. 
 

That makes me wonder about the 80 percent who are doing 20 percent of the work.  Where, or what, is 
their sense of responsibility to Holy Cross?  And that’s when I had my aha moment. 
 

It’s not about a sense of responsibility; instead it’s about being privileged!  God has called us to do the 
work of His church – to support the spreading of the Gospel through our programs, and through our 
organizational and physical structures.  It is not a responsibility, but instead a privilege to serve the Lord 
through Holy Cross!  That privilege leads us to taking responsibility. 
 

What about you and your family members?  How do you exercise your Christian privilege?  Are you part of the 20 percent 
doing the work, or part of the 80 percent? Here’s one way to serve: several positions on the Board of Directors are open 
or up for election this January.  In particular, we are looking for directors of discipleship, evangelism and social ministry.  If 
you are interested, speak with Michele Van Wart.  But there are many other ways, too.  Are you heeding your call?  Are 
you saying, in the words of the great hymn refrain, “Here I am, Lord. It is I, Lord. I have heard you calling…..”? 
 

In His Service, 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CELEBRATING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Oct. 2: Linda Torok Oct. 20 Kelly Streich 

Oct. 3: Kristen Messerschmitt  Scott Turnbull 

Oct. 4: Doris Dietman  Joel Wilson 

 Julie Ernst Oct. 22: Lyndsay Guerrera 

 Jodi Gentry Oct. 25: Barbara Schneider 

Oct. 5 Deb Leslie Oct. 26: Heather Fanning 

 James Turnbull  Kendra Norman 

Oct. 7: Dave Bogen  John Sherwonit 

 Miharu Wismar Oct. 28: Mathew Benson 

Oct. 8: Chris Deloge  Rick Boivie 

Oct. 9: Lori Thompson  John Deloge 

Oct.  10: Sophia Pollex  Ingrid Leibold 

Oct. 11: Greg Dowling Oct. 29: Michael Crocker III 

Oct. 14: Harvey Pomerenk  Barbara White 

Oct. 16: Brody Turnbull  Robert Streich 

Oct. 18: Sarah Selk Oct. 31: Marcia Wilson   


