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FROM OUR VACANCY PASTOR 
Do not fear what you do not know; our Savior has not and will not fail us 
Dear People of God at Holy Cross, 
 
I will be serving as your vacancy Pastor until you have called and received a new Pastor for your church.  As vacancy 
Pastor I will be visiting your sick and homebound members, teaching Confirmation, making sure that you have Pastors to 
lead you in worship on Sundays, and attending the congregational events as I am able.  Those of you who attend church 
on Sundays but are not around during the week will probably not see me; although, I will be present to lead your Services 
on September 14, as your brothers and sisters in Christ at my congregation (St. Peter’s in Norwalk) have graciously 
allowed me to do so that you might have the opportunity to meet me. 
 
I’m sure that there are some fears and uncertainties as you go forward without a Pastor and begin the process of finding 
the Pastor that God has in mind for you.  And so, I thought I’d share with you the following poem, which I read in Portals of 
Prayers years ago and have had taped in the front of my Bible ever since: 
 

I do not know what next may come 

    Across my pilgrim way; 

I do not know tomorrow’s road, 

    Nor see beyond today. 

But this I know — my Savior knows 

    The path I cannot see, 

And I can trust His wounded hand 

    To guide and care for me. 

I do not know what may befall 

    Of sunshine or of rain; 

I do not know what may be mine 

    Of pleasure or of gain. 

But this I know — my Savior knows 

    And whatso’er it be, 

Still I can trust His love to give 

    What will be best for me. 

I do not know what still awaits 

    Or what the future brings, 

But with the glad salute of faith 

    I hail its opening wings! 

For this I know — that in my Lord 

    Shall all my needs be met, 

And I can trust the heart of Him 

    Who has not failed me yet. Amen. 
 
God’s peace in Christ Jesus our Lord bless and keep you! 
 
---PASTOR BEINKE 
   St. Peter Lutheran, Norwalk 
   and Vacancy Pastor, Holy Cross 
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Monday, September 1 – Labor Day   
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Tuesday, September 2 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport 
 

Wednesday, September 3 
 7:00 p.m. –  Preschool Parent Orientation  
 

Sunday, September 7 
 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule begins  
 9:15 a.m. – First day of Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
 

Monday, September 8 
 7:45 p.m. –  Adult Choir rehearsals resume – new voices welcomed!  
 

Thursday, September 11 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Saturday, September 13 
 5:30 p.m. –  Pasta Dinner 
 

Sunday, September 14 
 1:00 p.m. –  Annual Golf Outing at Woodhaven golf course in Bethany 
 

Sunday, September 21 
 11:45 a.m. –  ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC, immediately following the late service 
 

Tuesday, October 7 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport 
 

Saturday, October 11 
 6:30 p.m. –  Wine-Tasting Event 
 

Saturday, October 18 
 9:30 a.m. –  Fifth-Annual Breakfast and Artists 

 
 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 

 

Worship Services  – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

VACANCY PASTOR:  Rev. Robert Beinke (from St. Peter Lutheran-Norwalk) 
      203-847-1252, stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com  
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
Please make this change 
to phone/address directory 
This is an update to the 
most recent Holy Cross 
membership directory 
(blue cover) released in 
Spring 2013: 
 
Linda Suhr 
(new e-mail address) 
lindasuhr64@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOR YOUR WORLD 
From the perspective of 
Maya Angelou 
“Be a rainbow in someone else’s 
cloud.” 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the October edition.  The 
deadline for all  
articles is  
Monday, Sept. 15.   
You can submit  
articles for  
inclusion in the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 

holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Where we stand:  We’re on a solid base, but we must meet future challenges 
Even if you don't have school-age children or work in education, you can’t help but be affected by the new academic year.  
The carefree days of summer are over as the routines of the other nine months reemerge.  It’s time to look forward.  But 
first, a review of how Holy Cross was affected by a double-whammy of summer vacations and a pastoral vacancy. 
 

August numbers are not yet in, but July offered a mixed report.  Financial contributions may have 
been down compared to 2013, but Sunday attendance was up!  Average July Sunday attendance 
this year was 84.75; in 2013 it was 82.5.  Okay, it was only two persons, but that’s better than a 
decrease.  I choose to take this as a positive sign, especially when one considers our transitional 
state with weekly guest ministers.  People have stuck with Holy Cross!  (Now, bear in mind that we 
have 382 baptized members, so was the other 75 percent of our membership on vacation?) 
 

And now to look forward.  I anticipate a very busy fall at Holy Cross.  There is a whole raft of events 
scheduled that you can read about elsewhere in this newsletter, including the bottom of this page!.  
But, if it is God’s will, we will also be busy with the call process.  Keep watch in the months to come 
for an announcement of a special voters’ meeting to vote on recommendations of the Call 
Committee and the Board of Directors.  This special meeting is extremely important, so please attend! 
 

Bear in mind that while we may be reviewing nominations for the call, any minister called by Holy Cross may want to 
“review” us.  Your participation in the life of Holy Cross, therefore, is crucial – whether it is through service attendance, 
attendance at activities, Sunday School or Bible class participation, or just showing up when you are a scheduled worship 
volunteer.  As Pastor Beinke wrote, God has a pastor in mind for us; however, we cannot be passive in this process.  Be 
active!  Be prayerful!  And help fill a pew! 
 

See you in church, 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 

 
 
DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION 
Events are plentiful, only requiring your participation and help 
I hope everyone enjoyed this wonderful summer!  Hard to believe our kids are back at school.  Speaking back-to-school – 
for those of you with young adults in college, please e-mail me at pasnaab@yahoo.com with your child’s campus address 
or home address if they commute to school.  The college students really enjoy the sweet treats we send them and take 
comfort in knowing they are in our thoughts. 
 

On August 9 we had a Coffee House Night in our Fellowship Hall.  It was an intimate gathering where we heard the 
sounds of Bill Weigle, the duo of Bogen and Geffert, Kimberly Atkinson sang a capella and Meredith sang us some Irish 
songs.  It was another evening of fellowship.  Look for dates for our next Coffee House in the fall.  Maybe a few songs 
around the camp fire and s’mores will draw you to join us.  
 

SAVE THE DATE:  September 21 will be our annual church picnic.  The 
theme this year is “Reunion.”   Sign up will be after church services, $5 per 
person, $15 per family.  Come join us for this annual event of food and 
fellowship. 
 

Also, soup suppers will be here before we know it so start cracking open 
those recipe books.  I would love to see what you can cook up! 
 

Think about sharing your time, talent and/or treasures with the church.  
Whether it be a pot of soup, helping set up for an event or participating in an event, you are needed and valued at Holy 
Cross.  We always rely on the church to be there for us – now is the time we need to be here for our church. 
 

I hope to see you! 
 

---DONNA BOGEN 
   Discipleship Director 
 
 
 

mailto:pasnaab@yahoo.com
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SMILE FOR THE CAMERA 
Pictures, pictures, pictures! 
The Shepherds’ Commission will be updating the picture 
display in the narthex hallway.  All families will be 
photographed by the 
committee during the 
month of September, 
beginning on Sunday, 
September 7.  
 

John Anantharaj and Gary 
Messerschmitt will be 
taking the pictures.  Please make a point of gathering your 
family together and stopping by for a quick photo.  And a big 
thanks to Gary for building a brand-new display frame. 
---PAT DELOGE 
   Shepherds’ Commission  

 
 
PRAYER CIRCLE 
In need of prayer?  Make one of the following  
contacts to begin the e-mail prayer circle 
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with 
our Holy Cross family beyond our regular worship services.  
To request a prayer you may make one of the 
following contacts: 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
weekdays, e-mail or phone the church 
office: holycrss@mindspring.com  or 203-
268-4555.  Requests received after 2 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday) will be circulated on the 
next business day. 

▪ When the office is closed, contact Don Meyer by e-mail or 
phone, delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net or 203-268-2080. 

 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 
 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT! 
The Scriptures are God’s storehouse of meaningful applications for what we face every day 
These days, there’s a Smartphone app for just about everything.  But what about spiritual concerns?  Think of the Bible 
as the iTunes Store of spiritual apps.  Here’s where you can turn: 

 Depressed?  Try the joy app.  Read Isaiah 51:11. 
 Tired?  Try the renewal app.  Read Isaiah 40:30-31. 
 Worried?  Try the refuge app.  Read Psalm 46:1. 
 Guilty?  Try the forgiveness app.  Read Colossians 1:13-14. 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2014 
 
 
 

DURING OUR PASTORAL VACANCY  anyone in need  

of spiritual care may contact—  Rev. Robert Beinke, our Vacancy Pastor, 
at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, 203-847-1252, 
stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com.  You may also phone Kerry Geffert, Board 
President, 203-925-8341; Pat Deloge, Head Shepherd, 203-261-9434;  
or the Church Office, 203-268-7555 (office hours are Monday-Friday,  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 

 

 
 

WORSHIP REMINDER 
Our Two-Service Sunday 
Worship Schedule Begins 

September 7 with services  
at 8 and 10:30 a.m.   

Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Class will also resume  
on the 7th at 9:15 a.m. 

 

If you are unable to attend Worship  
on Sunday, remember that  
we offer a Service on  

Monday evenings at 7 o’clock.   
Please Note:  Due to our Vacancy 
Pastor’s vacation schedule, the 

Monday Holy Communion liturgy will 
be celebrated Sept. 29 rather than 
the usual third Monday of the month. 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net
mailto:stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com
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PASTA DINNER 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 13 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Froehlich Fellowship Hall 

 

Our menu will be Pasta served with  
Marinara and Meatballs, Salad,  
Bread, Dessert and Beverage 

 

Adults--$10;  Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5;  
Children 5 & under--free;  Maximum $30 per family 
This event benefits the Holy Cross loan repayment. 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Meeting helps explain 
commission’s many programs 
Want to learn more about the 
Social Ministry Commission?  
Come check us out!  Please join 
us on Wednesday, 
September 10, at 
2:30 p.m. in the 
conference room.  
Our projects 
include: 
 

 Care Giving Visits 

 Community Supper 

 Covenant to Care for Children 

 Crop Walk 

 Dinner to Go 

 Dorcas Guild 

 E-mail Blast 

 Summerfield Food Pantry and 

Clothes Closet 

 Mission Quilters 

 Parish Nurse 

 Quiet Comfort 

 Rock of Agers 
 
And we host special events to 
support our world, community and 
congregational outreach: 
 

 Breakfast and Artists 

 Chili Cook-Off 

 Christmas-at-Sea 

 Pasta Night 

 Whist Night 
 
---CINDY CICCIA 
   Social Ministry Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy 
Cross family and worship at 
another church, please share the 
service bulletin by putting it in the 
newsletter box.  Over the summer 
we received a bulletin from: 
 

Cliff and Mary Schrock, who were 
in Baltimore for the Orioles-
Cardinals baseball series and 
worshiped at Martini Lutheran. 
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                         Fifth Annual 

                          Breakfast and Artists 
                           Saturday, October 18 

                                9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
                                                    Guest Speaker:  Jarrod Fucci 

                                             Feeding Children Everywhere Northeast Regional Manager 
 
 

Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10.  Tickets will go on sale September 28. 

For advance tickets or more information, contact Cindy Ciccia at 203-395-3404 or CLC717@gmail.com. 
 

Feeding Children Everywhere is a social charity that empowers and mobilizes 

people to assemble healthy meals for hungry children. 
 

LENTILS AND RICE AND VEGGIES, OH MY! 
Feeding Children Everywhere has a commitment to those we serve – to provide the healthiest meal  

possible for children and families around the world.  Why provide something that will only provide  

a temporary solution to the problem at hand?  This is why we chose to work directly with  

a nutritionist to put together the ingredients of our famous lentil casserole. 
 

 
 

IN THE MAILBAG  
From Pastor Emil Witschy 
(This hand-written thank you note was received and posted on the hallway bulletin board in early July.) 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

What words can express the emotions that ran through the events of June 22nd?  Celebrating 
together the Lord’s Supper, sharing with you the Word of the Lord, a wonderful brunch and 
thoughtful program, and a most generous gift – so much for which to be grateful!  Thank you so 
much for the gracious outpouring of love!  But most touching were the hugs, the knowing looks, the 
heartfelt words that acknowledged the shared journey of faith that have marked the past 17 years.  You have graciously 
allowed me into life’s most personal and intimate experiences – the illnesses and healings, the births and the deaths, the 
Baptisms and Confirmations, the weddings and funerals, the struggles and failures, the successes and triumphs.  Again I 
thank you! 
 

So God be with you as you continue to bear witness to the Faith and labor on in the fellowship known as Holy Cross!  
Peace in Christ Jesus our Lord! 
 

---PASTOR EMIL WITSCHY (and Amy) 
 

               
 

From Anita Schlaich-Schoch 
 

To my Church Family, 
 

I am overwhelmed by the love and caring given to me by you, my church family.  The prayers, cards, flowers and phone 
calls were such a comfort to me.  I am still recuperating from my surgery, but am feeling much better.  I know that I am not 
alone – God and my church family are with me.  Thank you for being there for me. 
 

In Christian love, 
 

---ANITA SCHLAICH-SCHOCH 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members:  Kay Dubin; Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve 
replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler; George Morris and Harvey 
Pomerenk. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends: Bob Agate father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy recovering from brain surgery; 
Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; Hayley 
Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat Deloge, going 
through chemo for stage 2 breast cancer; Michael Collins and his Marine Corps recruit class, for safety as they go through 
boot camp; Penny Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling 
cancer; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mom, for a speedy and healing recovery of an infection in her shoulder; Richard Elia, 
friend of the Van Wart family, suffering from a tumor on his kidney as well as other health issues; Marti Fischer, cousin of 
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer surgery; Kay Geffert, 
Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors;  Abby Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian 
Heritage school, recovering from successful brain surgery; Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, 
struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who was 
diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler; and Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich. 
 

We also prayer for Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun 
chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Emmy Lightfoot, relative of the Dowlings, diagnosed 
with epilepsy; Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke; Jean 
Matthews, Chris Matthews’ mother-in-law, following open-heart surgery; Edgar Meyer, Don’s 
brother diagnosed with bladder cancer; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; 
Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties 
of autism; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, friend of 
Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Dick Olson, Christian and Ian Witschy’s grandfather who 
had aortic-valve replacement surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, 
Ingrid Leibold’s sister, recovering from surgery to remove a tumor from her pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas’ 
who has completed chemo and radiation for breast cancer; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from 
breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy 
and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslie’s, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, 
friend of the Deloge’s, battling side effects of Valley fever;  Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; 
David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Craig Wilson, son of 
friends of the Deloge’s, recovering from tongue cancer surgery.  
 

Other prayers were for Elizabeth (Nancy Sabol’s daughter) and Lino Dicuollo upon the birth of their twin girls. 
 

The families of Mark Havis (friend of the Gefferts), Ron Vichiola (father of Michele Van Wart), Harold Geffert (father of 
Kerry Geffert), and Shirley Thomas (mother of Jen Deloge) who were all called home to the Lord.  
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress.  During our pastoral 
vacancy, when you have prayer requests or updates to those on this prayer list, deliver them to the church office and the 
Shepherds’ Commission will include the requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the 
church office. 
 

---PAT DELOGE 
   Shepherds’ Commission  

 
 

   Like us on Facebook! 

                       Are you on Facebook?  Did you know that YOUR church, Holy Cross Lutheran,  

                      has a Facebook page?  After you “Like” us, you’ll see postings of upcoming  

                      events, pictures from events, and other notifications. 
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WE ARE FAMILY 
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends.  Please turn in items to the newsletter box. 
 
We’ve written at length over the years how talented our Holy Cross members are.  Our membership has so many skills, 
it’s a shame we don’t know more about them because it would be great to share our talents with each other.  
 

One member’s skill we are very familiar with is the artistry of Laura Dowling.  Laura’s painting ability has been used in 
our church’s undercroft as she has helped our youth paint a mural on the walls.  
 

More recently, Laura got wonderful recognition from the Gathering of the Vibes, the annual music festival held at 
Bridgeport’s Seaside Park in late July/early August.  
 

There is a poster contest done every year, and our Laura won!  Her entry was made the official Vibes 
poster for 2014.  She got great publicity in the Connecticut Post (the article is posted on our hallway 
bulletin board), getting a front-page story on July 31.  Here is the opening portion to the Connecticut Post 
story. Congratulations Laura! 
 

“When Laura Dowling was looking for ideas for her Gathering of the Vibes poster contest entry, she 
immediately thought of the P.T. Barnum statue at Seaside Park, where the annual festival is held.  

 

“But it wasn’t the statue as people would see it before Thursday, when the event begins.  It was an image of P.T. Barnum 
after the festivities end Sunday that came to mind.  
 

“A Barnum dressed in festive Vibes gear—a feather boa, silly hat and even a red balloon on his nose meant to look like a 
clown nose.  
 

“ ‘I said that’s just perfect.  It really goes with the whole spirit of the Vibes,’ she said. ‘P.T. was really a cultural hero.  He 
was a showman.  As far as I understand, he really loved the strange and mysterious.  And I was thinking he really would 
fit in with the Vibes really well.’ ” 
 

You can see the rest of the story on the bulletin board.  
 

           
 

God’s blessings to Richard and Katie Brenna upon the Baptism of their son Gavin Gosselin Brenna on 
Sunday, August 24.  Gavin’s sponsors are his grandparents, David and Loretta Gosselin.  We welcome 
Gavin Gosselin into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to 
the new relationship we will have with him.   

 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal 
“Please pray that I find a job,” pleaded a sincere Community Supper recipient on July 1 as she left the dining hall.  And the 
servers have been praying for her successful employment.  Maria Nocerino, Diane Hintz Schyhol, Anna Schaaf and 
Pastor Rohrs joined Kendra Norman and Barbara White to prepare the meal.  Later, Anna Mae 
Berger, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Mary Schrock, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, and Rick and 
Michele Van Wart all gathered to serve more than 90 meals. 
 

The following month, on August 5, Maria Nocerino, Diane Hintz Schyhol, Anna Schaaf, Kendra 
Norman and Barbara White gathered to cook the same meal.  Later, Anna Mae Berger, Kerry 
Geffert, Jim Leslie, and Michele and Rick Van Wart served 140 meals to the downtrodden and 
broken-hearted, the least of our brethren. 
 

As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the 
month at St. John’s Episcopal.  A special collection to cover the food expenses is taken on the first Sunday of every 
month.  Monetary donations may be put in the red and white wood box that is behind the last pew.  If you are making out 
a check, make it payable to Holy Cross Lutheran with “community supper” on the memo line.  Holy Cross members 
cooked and served the community supper on September 2.  If you can volunteer your time, for the October 7 community 
supper, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please  put it in the “newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at either (or both) the July and August 
Community Suppers at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Anna Mae Berger, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Kendra Norman, 
Alexis and Marissa Rodriguez, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary Schrock, Michele and Rick Van Wart and 
Barbara White. 
 

To Edith Skoog for purchasing fabric and making 15 white purificators used during Communion and Baptisms. 
 

To JoAnne Meyer for selecting the hymns for the Worship services while we are in our pastoral vacancy. 
 

To Cole Dowling for filling in as the acolyte on July 13. 
 

To Jim Atkinson, Kerry Geffert and Cliff Schrock for making the commitment to serve as the lay leaders 
of our Monday Evening Worship service during our pastoral vacancy. 
 

To Linda Suhr for continuing to serve as the volunteer in the church office. 
 

To Donna DiLalla and Christy LaSalle for designing and coordinating the purchase of the new preschool sign. 
 

To Danny Senft for installing the new preschool sign on our front lawn. 
 

To Wayne LaSalle for ordering and installing new cubbies for the preschool. 
 

To all our members who donated brand-new backpacks and school supplies for the Covenant to Care for Children 
Back-To-School project. 
 

To Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating this year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, “Son Treasure Island.”  Thanks 
also to all those who helped with VBS.  The VBS wrap-up article has the complete thank-you list.  See Pages 10 and 11. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Sept. 3: Debra Liscinsky Sept. 19: Laurie Vaitkus 

 Tyler Liven Sept. 20 Nancy Sabol 

Sept. 4: Michael Bonnar  Jared Ely 

Sept. 9: Vanessa Ferro Sept. 22: Peter Messerschmitt 

 John Sather  Charles Senft 

 Diane Sederquest Sept. 23: Michael Halls 

Sept. 11: Cheryl DelMedico  Rebecca Veteri 

Sept. 13: Sabine Bonnar Sept. 24 Walter C. Dolan 

 Shannon Fernous   Matt Rentz 

 Cole Veteri Sept. 25: Tim Benson, Sr. 

Sept. 14: Myrtle Anderson  Dan Nyitrai 

 Doris Bernt   Jessica Nyitrai 

 Charlie Gentry  Heddy Streich 

 Jake Gentry Sept. 26: Lauren Matthews 

Sept. 17: Sarah Ely Sept. 30: Andrew Sjoblom 

Sept. 18: Christopher Carola  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Children enjoyed searching for and finding the treasure of God’s love at Son Treasure Island 
From August 11 to the 15th, Holy Cross hosted a Son Treasure Island adventure!  This year’s Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) program consisted of a staff of 34 and an enrollment of 43 students.  We had five treasure coins to lead us each 
day in our Bible stories, themes and verses!  That, coupled with five fantastic stations to rotate through, taught us our VBS 
theme: DISCOVERING GOD’S LOVE IS OUR TREASURE!  

 

Each day, students came together for an opening where we collected the mission offering, heard the daily story 
and prayed.  On Monday, we learned that God’s love is giving.  The Gospels of Matthew and Luke taught us 
how God sent Jesus to show how much He loves us.  Tuesday, we learned that God’s love is kind.  The 
Gospels told us stories of how Jesus helped a young girl and a sick woman, which taught us that God’s love is 

kind and patient.  On Wednesday, we learned that God’s love is caring.  Jesus cared for a Samaritan woman in 
the Gospel of John, which taught us that God’s love is for everyone.  Thursday, we learned that God’s love is 
forgiving.  The Gospel of Luke showed us how Jesus forgave Zacchaeus.  We wrapped up the week on Friday 
learning that God’s love is forever.  The Gospels taught us that God lives forever and His love never fails.  In 
the end, we learned all the many ways God loves us, and that is the real treasure of life!  
 

After the opening, the students broke into age groups to rotate through our five stations: Crafts, Bible Study, Music, Snack 
Break and Outdoor play.  In crafts, they made exciting projects such as sailor hats and jeweled treasure chests, to name a 
couple.  In Bible Study, students reenacted the daily Bible story, among other activities.  In music, the students practiced 
many songs for our closing program, which were accompanied by sign language.  In the snack-break station, students 
played some “island themed” activities.  Finally, in outdoor play, students expended their energy via organized games and 
parachute play.  The kids enjoyed a fantastic five-station-switch every day!  

 

Following their stations, students returned to the sanctuary 
for the closing each day.  Here they reviewed their daily 
Bible verse, saw how their mission offerings grew and 
prayed together.  The greatest part of the closing was when 
the mission chart was revealed!  It grew and grew with each 
passing day!  The excitement that these kids showed about 
raising money for a good cause was truly humbling.  This 
year’s mission helped pay for school supplies for the children 
of Sudan.  A beautiful closing program of student songs, daily 
recaps and a blessing by Pastor Beinke, Holy Cross’ vacancy 
pastor, closed out a 
lovely week.  And, of 
course, a favorite 
VBS tradition – the ice 
cream truck – rounded 
out a great week!  
 

All in all, VBS was a 
great success and our 
staff was the reason 
why.  I want to send a 
personal thank you to 
all the staff of VBS who 
gave of their time and 
energies to make this 
week so great!  Thank 
you to: Sue Selk, Sara 
Carlson, Lorraine Finch, 
Michael and Sarah 
Derivan, Marie Morris, 
Julianne Nyitrai, Billie 
and Edith Skoog, Peter 
Messerschmitt, Kristen 
Messerschmitt, Danny 
Nyitrai, Victoria Hwang, 

“VBS,” continues on page 11 

 

VBS Smiles!  At Son Treasure Island, 
the children not only discovered the 

treasure of God’s love and forgive-
ness, but the treasure of friendships 

and being kind to one another.   
 

At right, top, one of the craft projects 
was to make a scuba mask to help 

search for treasure.  And at right, 
bottom, a group of the older children 
is engaged in the Bible Study station. 
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“VBS,” continued from page 10 

 
Jeremiah Taylor, Sheryl John, Navya and Archana Ajay, 
Samantha Lindell, Emily Struzik, Cole Dowling, Grace Olumofin, 
Grace Krasinski, Madison Taylor, Joanne Bogen, Jenna 
DeLucia, Jessica Nyitrai, Carly Russell, Henry Carlson, Tina 
Batoh, Connor Collins and Hugh Carlson, as well as all of the 
parents who donated snacks and juice.  Their dedication and 
enthusiasm are greatly appreciated beyond words. 
 

In conclusion, this week truly was a blessing as we journeyed 
through VBS and discovered just how much God loves us!  The 
parents consistently praised our program and our efforts.  We  

are giving the 
community a brilliant 
gift and the oppor-
tunity to grow and 
learn in Christ.  We 
should be proud of 
our achievements 
each year.  Next year 
we hope to continue 
this valuable out-
reach, but I can’t do it 
alone!  I look forward 
to working with every-
one again and invite 
new helpers to join 
us in the unfor-
gettable fun!  Look 
for VBS 2015 infor-

mation next spring!  
 

---KIMBERLY ATKINSON 
   VBS Director 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA 
Social Ministry project kicks off October 5 
For the second year we will be participating in the Seafarers and International ouse 
Christmas-at-Sea project.  Bring joy to seafarers who will not be home with their families 
for Christmas.  You may want to get a jump start on purchasing these items to take 
advantage of sales.  Help us reach our goal of 25 filled satchels containing: 
 

 One sweatshirt 

 Three pairs of socks 

 One T-shirt 

 One knit winter cap 

 One can of nuts or chocolate bar 

 A Christmas card 
 

---CINDY CICCIA 
 
 
 
 

 

These Kindergarten 
children sure did have 
some fun!  Above they 
are at the Craft Station 

getting step-by-step 
instructions for making 
the scuba mask, and at 

right, at the Music 
Station, they are 

learning words and 
hand motions for one 

of the VBS songs. 
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COVENANT-TO-CARE CORNER 
22 backpacks filled with school supplies given to social worker 
The Holy Cross library/conference room looked like the school supplies department of Target or Walmart on the afternoon 
of August 18.  We had 22 beautiful backpacks, and around the table were boxes and bags of brand-new school 
supplies…115 pocket folders, 19 packs of erasers, 19 three-ring pencil pouches, 29 boxes of crayons, 22 rulers, 46 

packages of notebook paper, 14 dozen pencils, etc.  We spent the afternoon filling these backpacks 
and then loaded up a box of extra school supplies, including two extra backpacks that were graciously 
donated.  Holy Cross’ “adopted” DCF social worker Mimose Ulysses Laurenard was pleased to receive 
our donations – and she was touched to have an extra backpack as she had a new child added to her 
caseload.  Mimose came to the church during the early afternoon of August 19, loaded up her van with 

the backpacks and was off to begin delivering them to the children in her caseload.  If you are on Facebook, be sure to 
visit the Holy Cross Facebook page and see the five photos for this Back-to-School Project…and “Like” it!! 
 
Thank you to everyone in our congregation who supported the annual back-to-school project for Covenant to Care for 
Children.  We estimate that the in-total donation of all backpacks and school supplies is just over $1,000.  You are all 
amazing!  We hope it makes you feel happy to have supported the children in Mimose’s caseload.  You are a part in 
giving these children a good start to the 2014-15 school year, with a bit of extra love and self-assurance as they enter 
their classrooms.  Starting the school year can be overwhelming to children, with new teachers, new friends and 
sometimes even a new school.  But for kids that are in the DCF system, wondering where they will get a pencil, paper, a 
box of crayons or a composition notebook can be added stress.  Before Mimose left Holy Cross on the 19th, ready to 
deliver the backpacks, she hugged Mary and told her what a blessing the people of Holy Cross are to her caseload kids.  
So we pass that sentiment on to all of you – your gracious and generous donations ARE a blessing.   
 

Yours in Christ, 
---CINDY CICCIA,  
   clc717@gmail.com 
---MARY SCHROCK, 
   schrocknroll@optonline.net 
   Covenant to Care Liaisons 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
General Memorial Fund    Benevolence Fund 
 

In memory of Judith Froehlich   In memory of Joyce Roman 
Ronald Froehlich     Joel and Paula Ingebritson 

 
In memory of George Jacobs   In memory of Dorothy Schweitzer 
Ronald Froehlich     Joel and Paula Ingebritson 

        

In memory of Dorothy Schweitzer    

Ronald Froehlich     Preschool Scholarship Fund 

Rev. Daniel and Rev. Susan Garrett   In memory of Shirley Thomas 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Sanders    Dj Senft 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Schilling     

        

In memory of Shirley Thomas   Share the Hope Fund 

Brad and Tina Batoh     In memory of Judith Froehlich 
       Lee and Regina Steeneck 
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THE WRITER WITHIN 
How the Bible helps you control your eating urges…and other tidbits 
What follows is a columnist’s best strategy when he doesn’t have a topic broad enough to carry a full column: a string of 
notes. We begin this month with some whimsy about the Bible and its effect on eating. 
 
Can the Bible keep you slim? 
If you get worried about controlling your urge to eat too many desserts, an item I believe I found in a Thrivent newsletter 
says you should look to the Bible for help. 
 

The item said that, according to the American Psychological Association, you can boost your willpower by reading a quick 
passage from the Bible.  Researchers did a series of six experiments involving 353 participants to test the effects of 
thoughts of God on behavior.  What they discovered was more than interesting and was encouraging to those who 
indulge too much.  They discovered that “those who read a brief, God-related piece of writing were better able to resist 
temptation and eat fewer cookies in an experiment, compared with those who read a nonreligious passage.” 
 

I imagine it would be good strategy, however, to not read the passage about the feeding of the 5,000.  
 
What growing congregations do 
I believe I used some of this information before in this column, but since we’re in a transition from one pastor to the next,  
it’s worth emphasizing. 
 

Do you want to help Holy Cross grow?  Then become active and follow some of 
the ideas formulated in a recent study of American congregations done by Faith 
Communities  Today, which is described as an ongoing multi-faith research 
effort based at the Hartford Institute for Religion Research in Connecticut.  
Among its findings of what growing churches are doing is: 
 

 Offering parenting events, which they consider “a specialty of the 
congregation.” 

 Using several technologies of a social-media nature, such as email, blogs, 
Twitter, Facebook, etc., to connect with new members as well as serve present members.  

 Emphasizing prayer groups, which is also considered “a specialty of the congregation.” 

 Always having children and youth be a part of the worship experience, such as reading or singing.  

 And holding special events once or more each month to bring in people from outside the congregation.  
 
Some Biblical answers to church membership 
When I had been doing some church research awhile ago—the topic escapes me now—I came across the following item 
on church membership.  
 

Finding it necessary to be a member of a church is becoming an increasingly unstable part of a Christian’s life.  What was 
once a normal and expected element of a Christian’s daily living is now less certain. Non-Christians, of course, have long 
elected not to be a member of a church body, but nowadays even Christians are finding it less needful to be a member of 
a church, or if one, to not feel church attendance or coming to church is necessary.  
 

To the Christians who ask if it’s necessary to join a local church, Wayde Goodall, a senior pastor of the First Assembly of 
God in Winston-Salem, N.C., put together this response.  It shows that there is significant evidence that the Christian 
individual, who has taken on a new identity in Christ, is immediately attached to a local group of believers and therefore 
should be part of that Christian brotherhood through attendance and participation at the church level.  
 

Here is Goodall’s 10 reasons, with Biblical reference, for church membership for Christians who ask, “Is joining a local 
church necessary?” 
 

1. Church membership is an apostolic precedent (Acts 2:42-47).  In the early church, believers met with the 
apostles daily for teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and prayer.  No indication is given that any believers 
remained separated from the local church. 

2. The first-century believers kept track of each other (Acts 2:42-47).  Several times in the Book of Acts the 
phrase, “The Lord added to their number daily,” is recorded.  The church kept track of who was becoming a part of 
the body of Christ.  Numbers represented believers, and they added those believers to themselves.  

3. Ekklesia is the original Greek word for “church.”  Ekklesia means “the called-out ones.”  The word itself denotes being 
called out of something (the world) and into something else (the church), both the Church universal and the local church.  
 

      “Writer Within,” continues on Page 14 
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“Writer Within,” continued from Page 13 
 

4. Spiritually speaking, we become a part of the Church (the body of Christ) worldwide.  Practically speaking, 
however, we become a part of the local church in our own communities and spheres of influence.  

5. Church membership is an expression of commitment.  In a world where commitment is diluted and loyalty is 
nonexistent, the church serves as a standard of commitment.  Jesus is looking for those who will not look back, 
have counted the cost, and are willing to give up everything to follow Him (Luke 9:62; 14:33).  

6. Church membership models caring.  Church members exist to accomplish many functions, including devotion to 
each other, honoring one another, sharing with each other, and practicing hospitality (Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12).  
The apostle Paul went so far as to say that the members belong to each other.  

7. Church membership shares the burden.  We are instructed to carry each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).  The 
picture here is of a beast of burden (the mule) who can carry 10 times more baggage than one man can bear.  It is 
the same with the church.  Sometimes we need each other to carry the heavy burdens life hands out.  

8. Church membership breeds encouragement.  “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24, 25).  

9. Church membership says, “I’ll serve.”  As one must join the military to have the privilege and duty of serving 
one’s country, so it is with the church.  We must join the ranks of the committed to receive the full benefit of serving 
God. Someone has said, “You are either a spectator on the sidelines or a participant in the trenches.” God is 
looking for participants in His army.  

10. Church membership is an attitude of submission.  Church members submit first to each other and then to Christ 
(Ephesians 5:21-24), for Christ is the head of the Church, His body, of which He is the Savior.  Scripture is clear 
that the church is not an organization with a ladder of hierarchy, encouraging its members to climb the ladder. In 
sharp contrast, the church is like a body with Christ as the head—at the controls.  

11. Church membership is symbolic of our heavenly citizenship.  “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household…” (Ephesians 2:19).  Being 
committed to the family of God grants us citizenship and eliminates our alien status.  

 

Goodall wrote in conclusion that “making a commitment to the local church means much more than adding your name to a 
roll book.  It means taking the responsibilities that come along with the privileges, being blessed and blessing others, and 
saying “No” to the world’s standard of commitment and “Yes” to God’s.  These are good reasons to encourage people to 
join the local church. 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Holy Cross Word Staff 

 
CHURCH CHUCKLES:  TIMES TWO THIS MONTH – DOUBLE THE FUN! 
    

Showing Some Spine: 

A lighter-side story for back-to-school 
Because of a back injury, a teacher had to wear 

a plaster cast around his upper body.  It fit 

under his shirt and wasn’t noticeable at all.  On 

the first day of school, still wearing the cast,  

he walked confidently into a classroom full of 

rowdy students.  After giving a lecture and  

assignment, the teacher opened the window and 

busied himself at his desk.  When a strong breeze 

made his tie flap, he grabbed his stapler and 

stapled the tie to his chest.  Needless to say, the 

teacher had no trouble with discipline that year. 
---Reprinted with permission from  

The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2014 
 


