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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
JUNE 25 
Do you know what’s in that document you signed off on when you downloaded that last app for your iPhone?  Did you read all the 
fine print on the mortgage you signed?  On the sales agreement for that new car?  Read the Declaration of Independence lately?  
The Constitution?  Do you know what’s in those documents?  Really? 
 

June 25 is a rather important date for Lutheran Christians, though I would venture to guess that 99 out of a hundred would have 
no idea as to why.  It was on that date in the year 1530 that Christian Beyer, Chancellor of Saxony, read a document before 
Charles V, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, that was intended to make clear to the Emperor that the Evangelicals (as they 
were known) were not to be lumped together with other opponents of the Church of Rome.  The 
document, known today as The Augsburg Confession, emphasized not the differences from Rome 
but the agreements with Rome.   
 

What The Augsburg Confession intended was to declare that the Evangelicals (the Lutherans) had 
not departed from what the Christian Church had always believed and taught.  They, in fact, had no 
desire for schism – only reformation.  It may surprise many that this chief doctrinal statement of 
Lutheranism was not written by Martin Luther, but by his colleague Philip Melanchthon.  Asked by the 
Elector of Saxony, John the Steadfast, to prepare a comprehensive statement of faith, Melanchthon 
composed a confession that was supposed to serve as a clear statement of the historic Christian 
Faith that would also serve as a proposal for true unity in the Church.   
 
Most of you reading this, by virtue of your membership in Holy Cross, are Lutheran Christians.  Do you have any idea what that 
means, what that entails?  What do we believe?  Does it make a difference? 
 
I, of course, think it does – for two reasons.  First, The Augsburg Confession grounds us in the historic Christian Faith.  By virtue of 
what we “believe, teach, and confess,” we are truly a part of the “one, holy, catholic (Christian), and apostolic Church.”  The fifth-
century saint, Vincent of Lerins, laid down a simple three-fold test of catholicity in a document entitled, Commonitorium: “what has 
been believed everywhere, always, and by all.”  The Augsburg Confession expresses teachings that are faithful to what was 
handed down from Christ and the Apostles, “what has been believed everywhere, always, and by all.”  Lutheran Christians are in 
accord with this tradition.  We are no sect.  In fact, we are not really a denomination.  We are a part of the Church. 
 

Secondly, The Augsburg Confession makes it clear that what is paramount is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  To quote 
Article IV: “It is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God by our own merits, 
works, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake, 
through faith, when we believe that Christ suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal 
life are given to us.  For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness, as Paul says in Romans 3:21-26 and 4:5.”  
 

What is it you believe?  What is it we believe?  “What has been believed everywhere, always, and by all.”  Not sure what that is?  
Why not set aside some time on June 25 and read what was presented on that date 484 years ago?  I think you will be glad you did. 
 

You can find it at:  www.lcms.org/lutheranconfessions  
 

Happy reading!  And I’ll… 
 

See You in Worship, 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Emil Witschy 
 

http://www.lcms.org/lutheranconfessions
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Tuesday, June 3 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

Thursday, June 12 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Saturday, June 14 – Flag Day 
 

Sunday, June 15 – Father’s Day 
 

Sunday, June 22 
 9:00 a.m. –  Pastor Witschy leads his final Service at Holy Cross. 
  Following the Service, there will be a “farewell” for 
  Pastor and Amy 
 

Monday-Friday, August 11-15 
 9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pewhclc@mindspring.com 

Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 
Parsonage:  6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611   Phone:  203-268-1722 

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE:  

Sundays, between May 25 and Labor Day weekend:  9:00 a.m. 

 
PASTOR:  Emil A. Witschy 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Pastor Emil A. Witschy 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 
 

 

Like us on  

Facebook! 
 

Are you on Facebook?   

Did you know your church, 

Holy Cross Lutheran, has a 

Facebook page?  After you 

“Like” us, you’ll see postings 

of upcoming events, pictures 

from events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Words by Charles H. 
Spurgeon, 19th-century 
British preacher 
“A good character is the best 
tombstone.  Those who loved you 
and were helped by you will 
remember you when the forget-me-
nots are withered.  Carve your 
name on hearts, and not on marble. 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is a combined July/August 
edition.  The deadline for all  
articles is  
Sunday, June 15.   
You can submit  
articles for  
inclusion in the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 

holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Attend our church’s big day June 22; pray for our Call Committee’s efforts 
 

There are two things I want you to remember: 
 

1. June 22.  Have you marked your calendar to attend Pastor Witschy’s final Sunday leading our worship?  And 
schedule time to stay for the celebration of Pastor and Amy’s service that follows immediately. 

2. If you understand one thing about our call process for a new minister, I hope it is this: We believe that through 
prayer the call process is guided by the Holy Spirit.  Thus, despite the anxiety we naturally feel, we can receive 
comfort in knowing that the Holy Spirit is at work guiding our work. 
 

I am very pleased to announce the names of members who have agreed to serve on the Call Committee: Diane Dietman, 
Jon Halls, Kendra Norman, Matt Rentz, Cliff Schrock and D.j. Senft.  Michele Van Wart, as Vice President of the Board of 
Directors, chairs the committee. This group of individuals has already met and is considering methods for eliciting your 
thoughts in our first task – completion of the self-study.  I ask that you keep them in your prayers, and answer their 
requests for thoughtful input. 
 

At this time I can also provide some information regarding our pastoral leadership beginning July 1.  Rev. Robert 
Beinke, Third Vice President of the LCMS New England District and pastor of St. Peter’s in Norwalk, has been 
appointed our Vacancy Pastor.  In this role, Rev. Beinke will schedule our guest preachers during our vacancy as well 
as provide pastoral care for our congregation – visiting shut-ins, coordinating confirmation classes, officiating special 
services, etc.  Should you require pastoral care during the vacancy period, please make one of the following contacts 
and Rev. Beinke will be notified:  
  --the Church Office—203-268-7555 (Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.) 
  --Kerry Geffert—203-925-8341 (after church-office hours) 
  --Pat Deloge, Head Shepherd—203-261-9434 (after church-office hours) 
 

Updates will continue to be published in the newsletter and the Sunday bulletin. You can also contact me at 
kerrygeffert@earthlink.net or 203-925-8341. Please remember that the vacancy period refers to our pastor, not your 
attendance. Don’t let our pews be vacant! 
 

Now, what were the two things I wanted you to remember? 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 
 

Call Process Flow Chart 
 

 

Self Study 

•Where are we? 
Where do we want to go? 

Job Description 
•Our expectations 

Nominations 

•From congregation and District 

Call Committee 
Evaluation 

•Candidate review 

Congregation 
Call Meeting 

•Vote by members 

Call Extended 

•Pray that God’s will be done 

Call Decision 

 

•Yes? Installation! 

•No? Go back to nominations and repeat process 

 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Our Sunday Worship 
Service time for the 

summer months is 9 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 22— 
   9 a.m.:  Pastor Witschy’s 
   final Sunday to lead  
   Worship at Holy Cross. 
 

Sunday, September 7— 
   8 and 10:30 a.m. services: 
   We return to our two- 
   service Sunday Worship  
   schedule. 
 

mailto:kerrygeffert@earthlink.net
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WE ARE FAMILY 
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends.  
Please turn in items to the newsletter box. 
 

Congratulations to Cole Dowling and Sheryl John, who completed two years 
of Confirmation instruction and confessed their faith at the Rite of Confirmation 
on April 27.  In the Gospel for that day, the Apostle Thomas is absent when 

the resurrected Lord Jesus appears to the disciples on 
Easter evening.  Thomas declares that he will not believe 
that Jesus is alive unless he can see Jesus for himself.  A 
week later, Jesus appears again, and Thomas is present.  
He then makes his famous confession of faith: “My Lord and 
my God!”  During the Rite of Confirmation, these two young 

people followed in that tradition, professing their belief in the Risen Christ.  We 
commend them for their confession of the Christian Faith, and we pray that 
such a bold witness will accompany them their entire life. 
 

God’s blessings to two families who brought their children to the waters of 
Holy Baptism on May 4.  Congratulations to Patrick and Amanda (Leslie) 
Fitzmorris upon the Baptism of their newborn daughter 
Sydney Claire Fitzmorris.  Sydney’s sponsors are her aunt 
and uncle, Sarah and Scott Ely. We also congratulate 
Anthony Anderson and Cheryl Eckardt upon the Baptism 
of their infant son Ethan James Anderson.  Ethan’s sponsors 
are his aunt and uncle, Rachelle and Michael Eckardt.  We welcome Sydney 
Claire and Ethan James into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters of 
Holy Baptism, and look forward to the new relationship we will have with them.   
 

Sunday, May 18, was a special day for Danny Nyitrai and 
Emily Rentz as they were welcomed to the Lord’s Table to 
celebrate Holy Communion for the first time.  We pray that 
these young people will remain faithful to Christ and to His 
Church, finding joy and strength in His body and blood, the 
signs of His love for the world. 

 
 

CROP WALK 
Holy Cross members walk to support worthy cause 
We were blessed with a nice day on May 4 in spite of many 
weather predictions calling for storms.  Thanks to all those 
who walked: Pastor and Amy Witschy, Donna, Alexis and 
Marissa Rodriguez, Christy LaSalle and her son Colby, and 
Carol and Bob Burns. We were also joined by a friend of Christy’s and her 
friend’s dog.  We collected $645 in donations.  Thanks to all who those who 
supported the walkers!  In addition to world hunger, the funds also support 10 
local food programs. 
---CAROL BURNS 
 
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
Information from member graduates due June 15 in church office 
If you are graduating from high school or college this spring, we encourage 
you to share the details about this exciting 
milestone with your church family.  We plan to 
recognize all of our graduates in the July/August 
newsletter.  Please take a “Graduate 
Information” form, found on the narthex table, fill it out, and return it to the 
Church Office mailbox by Sunday, June 15.  Please let us know who you are – 
you are important to us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VBS 2014 
Join us at 

SonTreasure 
Island! 

You will discover 
the most precious 
treasure of all—

God’s love! 
 

August 11-15 
9 a.m. to Noon 

 

Grades K-5 
(grade entering in Sept. 2014) 

 
 
 
 

The volunteer sign-up 
chart and registration 

forms are on the  
narthex table. 

 

The registration  
deadline is July 1. 

 

Join us for a week of crafts,  
Bible adventures, stories,  
music and outdoor fun! 
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INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond; we’d love your input – Read this month’s special father memories 
Good parenting is all about giving children important life lessons, and that was a recurring theme as answers came in as a 
reply to our June Question of the Month: “What is a favorite memory you have of your father?” Thirteen people submitted 
responses, and we thank these folks for sharing such special heartfelt memories. The answers are listed in the order in 
which they were received. 
 

Pat Deloge: “My father would get up for work between 3 and 4 a.m.  I would often awaken to the smell of bacon and eggs 
my mom would be making for him. As he then left the house he would come into each of our bedrooms and kiss each one 
of us goodbye. Often it was a kiss to his hand relayed by a gentle touch on our foot or arm and always followed by a softly 
whispered ‘God Bless.’ I can still close my eyes at night and recall how very special that simple kiss meant to me and 
wonder if he ever knew how I would lie there pretending to still be asleep while waiting for that special blessing.” 
 

Nicole Benson: “My favorite memory of my dad comes from our vacation to Niagara Falls. I was about 9 or 10 and it was 
just me, my brothers and my dad. Our hotel was right down the street from the falls and we got to walk around the whole 
city, taking in all the sights. It was pretty awesome!” 
 

Bill Skoog: “Many years ago in my youth the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey Circus arrived in the Black Rock section 
of Bridgeport by train. The railroad cars loaded with animals and equipment arrived and everyone, even the animals, worked 
to set up the circus. My fond memories of my father center on this event as he often brought me 
down to the old circus grounds to watch the excitement of the arrival of the circus. The elephants did 
much of the hard work of setting up the big tents. It was exciting to watch all the activity with my dad.” 
 

Edith Skoog: “My dad had a leather winter coat, which he wore to work. For a time he was 
employed by Cudahy Packing Company in New York City. This company processed hams, bacon, 
chicken, eggs and other food products. There was a smokehouse on the premises and his coat 
absorbed the smoky smell as he worked his shift. I fondly remember that smell of the smoked hams 
and bacon on his coat when he came home.” 
 

Cindy Ciccia: “Bedtime songs (I sing to Dominic now); hugs; our garden—roses, lilacs, tomatoes, 
green beans; having a lot with so little; hiking; picnics; unconditional love.” 
 

Mary Schrock: “Growing up, we were a one-car family, so my Dad made the sacrifice to take the city bus to and from 
work. I have great memories of running down the street with my sisters to the bus stop nearly every day to greet my Dad 
as he got off the bus. He’d give each of us a hug and we’d walk up the street to our house sharing anecdotes about our 
day. It was always a contest with my sisters to see who would be the first to tell Dad the big family news of the day. The 
other fond memory I have is of watching my Dad shave his face. I’d sit on the edge of the tub and watch his entire shaving 
routine, and then he’d let me put a dab of shaving cream on my cheek and I’d pretend I was shaving with him.”  
 

Kimberly Atkinson: “This memory comes from my ‘younger years.’ I was at Sesame Place with my whole family and my 
sister dared me to go through this obstacle course filled with tubes that opened up onto a cargo net one had to climb 
across to get to the ‘end’ platform on the other side. My sister said, and I quote, ‘I’ll be right behind you.’ And she was, 
right through the maze of tubes…until the last tube that opened onto the cargo net. As I descended onto the cargo net 
and glanced behind me, I saw nothing but my sister’s feet as she scurried back down the tubes to safety. I had no choice 
but to continue. There was no turning back. As I slowly worked my way across the net, I remember three things. One, this 
net was very high up and my family was watching me from down below it. Two, a girl crawling next to me had her Jelly 
Shoe fall off through the net and started crying, and three, I was sooo scared. As the tension mounted and I thought I’d 
never make it across, low and behold I reached the end of the net and there standing on the platform with his arms 
stretched out to pick me up was my dad. I had no idea that he even knew how scared I was. I never told him. I never even 
made eye contact with him when I was on that net, but somehow he knew. It’s my favorite memory because I often don’t 
speak of my feelings, but my dad always seems to know and whether physically or in spirit, he is always in my heart and 
head with outstretched arms helping me through. For the gift of my father from God above, I am truly grateful.” 
 

Ashley Gomes: “Walking me down the aisle.” 
 

Jim Atkinson: “One of the happy memories I have of my father is our annual vacations to Nova Scotia. As some of you 
may know, my father is very interested in our family history. Every year we would drive the 18- to 20-hour trip in 
anticipation of our arrival. During the trip and after we arrived, my dad would recount us with the family history as well as 
his history in Nova Scotia. After we arrived the family would gather and recount the many memories they shared together. 
This was and still is special to me. Many times I’ve seen my father happy and laughing, but they all seem to pale to the 
incredible joy and peace he experienced during those visits. Thankfully I have many memories of those times.” 
 

              “Inquiring Minds,” continues on Page 6 
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Save the Date! 

Breakfast and Artists 

Saturday, October 18 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
“Inquiring Minds,” continued from Page 5 

 
Nicole Ciccia: “My best memory is waking up early on the boat and going fishing for the whole day with my dad.” 
 

Diane Dietman: “One of my most memorable moments with BIG Ron was enjoying (PROSIT) a liter-stein of Pauliner bier 
and a HUGE bretzel at 2012 Oktoberfest, Munich, Germany. Es war eine wundervolle zeit!” 
 

Pastor Witschy: “It was a simple thing.  Every Christmas Eve our family attended the early evening Service, which 
included the Sunday School pageant. Dad would say, ‘Want to come with me to warm up the car?’ And, of course, 
anxious and excited about the evening’s events, I always gladly agreed. Little did I know that it was then, after Dad and I 
were out of the house, that my mother and two older sisters quickly put the presents under the tree. When we returned, it 
was obvious to me that Santa had come while we were at church!” 
 

Cliff Schrock: “With all due respect to my late father, Donald C. Schrock, he was not a verbalizer of great life lessons. 
You had to pick up on things by his actions; because he did put a lot of hours into his work, I learned to be a hard worker. 
My special memories are of simply being with him at two times of our lives. The first was being with him as a boy when I’d 
be off during the summer and I would go with him as he’d see people on his home-shopping routes for Jewel Tea (you 
can read about that company online by searching for that name). The second was when he came out to visit one 
December in the 1990s by himself for about a week and we were together a lot going to Boston and New York. There was 
also the time we played a round of golf together, but that’s a whole story in itself!” 
 
To set up our next question, imagine this scenario: You have been given a gift of one year of free, unlimited service from a 
chef, chauffeur, housekeeper, masseuse or personal secretary.  You may only select one…which will you choose? 
Answer by giving us your choice and, if you’d like, tell us why; and if the free service option you’d want for a year is not 
mentioned above, please use one of your own choosing in your response.  Answers will appear in the July/August edition. 
You can e-mail it to holycrss@mindspring.com or write it on paper and put it in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far 
left) no later than Sunday, June 15.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor   

 
 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving  
the needy a welcome meal 
 

In Luke 22:27, Jesus says, “I am 
among you as one who serves.”  It 
was a happy, enthusiastic group that 
volunteered for the May 6 Community 
Supper.  Nancy Sabol joined Grace-Stratford members Diane Hintz Schyol and Maria Nocerino to prepare the food.   

Later, Mary Schrock and Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez sliced ham while Anna Mae Berger poured 
chilled grape juice.  They were joined by Michele and Rick Van Wart, Pastor Witschy and Jim Leslie to 
serve 100 meals to the hungry folks who appeared at the door.  It’s a sobering, yet touching experience 
for each of us.  We feel privileged to serve those who probably had no other food that day.  A big thank 
you to all who volunteered.  Another big thank you to all those who pray for this important outreach.   
Another big thank you to all those who contribute monetarily. 
 

Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal is a mission that falls under our 
Social Ministry commission.  Money collected on the first Sunday of every month is supplemented by Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans.  If you are making out a check, make it payable to Holy Cross Lutheran with “community supper” on the 
memo line and put it in the red/white wood box in the back of the sanctuary.  Our next community supper is on Tuesday, 
June 3.  If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 

 
 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
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THE WRITER WITHIN 
From Chicago to Maine: The journey of Pastor Emil Witschy with a 17-year stop at Holy Cross 
I’ve recently been re-reading the Robert Frost poem “The Road Not Taken.” I think I’ve been subliminally checking out 
classic poetry because, now that I’m no longer church president and I have a lot of extra time (not!), I’m thinking I should 
try writing something like poetry or fiction. That would complement my recent launch into learning the violin.  
 
But back to the Frost poem: Of the many meanings people can discern from it, there is a theme of going in a direction 
that’s not expected, and taking a road in life that perhaps is not traveled by many.  
 
In this issue’s look at the ministry of our departing shepherd, Pastor Witschy, who will leave Holy Cross at the end of 
June, we will see how he took a road less traveled—becoming a pastor—and that he also went a direction perhaps not 
expected, which was away from his Midwest roots. (In the next Holy Cross Word, he will turn in a farewell article.) 
 
So let’s get started on a “This Is Your Life”-type look at our pastor of the last 17 years. Born on July 3, 1955, in Chicago, 
Emil Alfred Witschy’s family had a Swiss background; who can forget his Swiss apparel at one of our annual picnics? 
 
(As a side note: It’s interesting that both Pastor Witschy and Holy Cross founding Pastor Froehlich were from the Midwest, 
selected M*A*S*H as their favorite TV show, loved Bach and had pastoral positions at churches in New York State.) 
 
Pastor Witschy said he grew up in a “good, Christian home,” and it was while at a 
parochial elementary school and attending a retreat for eighth-graders that the thought 
of becoming a pastor first took place.  
 
“When I was a junior in high school,” he said, “the vicar we had had a profound effect 
on me. God has called me to this vocation. In the way my life has progressed, I have 
felt led to this calling. The ordained ministry of the church is the divinely instituted office 
to which God calls men for the purpose of teaching, preaching the gospel, and 
administering the sacraments.” 
 
Pastor received a pre-seminary degree in 1977 from Concordia College and Master of Divinity seminary degree from 
Concordia-St. Louis in 1981. He served a vicarage in Clinton, Iowa, and was ordained on June 21, 1981.  
 
He served the congregation at St. Paul in Hinckley, Minn., from August 1981 to February 1987, then was at Immanuel in 
Niskayuna, N.Y., from March 1987 until beginning at Holy Cross in October 1997.  
 
Pastor married Amy in October 1983, and they came to Trumbull with two sons, Christian and Ian. Since then, the family 
has grown with Ian’s wife, Jennifer, plus two grandsons, Liam and Aidan.  
 
During the 17 years of service to Holy Cross, Pastor attended countless meetings, ministered to our shut-ins and 
hospitalized, gave counsel to many, including for weddings, funerals and baptisms, was a weekly presence to our 
preschool kids, and was part of our church’s community outreach. He consistently presented Bible classes varying far and 
wide in scope and enjoyed the teaching aspect these classes provided.  
 
But he also served beyond his congregations over the years as a circuit counselor, convention attendee, pastoral 
conference Vice President for District, an LWML Zone Pastoral Advisor, SONRISE (outdoor ministry and retreat center) 
board member, and in the community on a DARE advisory board.  
 
We are all familiar with Pastor’s unswerving devotion to Chicago sports, including blind love for the Cubs, but his less 
well-known hobbies include model railroading, reading, travel and the sport of the highly intelligent: golf.  
 
So now, with his departure from Holy Cross, Pastor and Amy continue their trek eastward and move farther away from the 
Midwest to Maine. It’s there that they will enter the next phase of their lives, enjoying year-round the area that they loved 
to go to for weekend getaways.  
 
So, Pastor, this is your life: It’s a wonderful life. The road to Maine may be familiar to you now, but may God bless your 
lives in your new setting and new routine and your travels down any unfamiliar roads you take.  
---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Holy Cross Word Staff 
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To Kerry Geffert and Mary Schrock for singing a duet at the close of the Tenebrae Service on Good Friday. 
 

To the members of the Worship Commission for putting up decorations in the sanctuary for both Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday. 
 

To Casey Sederquest for filling in for Emily Rentz as Candle Bearer at the 7 a.m. Easter Service, when Emily 
unexpectedly came down with the flu. 
 

To Jim and Lorraine Finch for coordinating the Easter Breakfast.  But this couple had lots of 
help!  Thank you to the following folks who helped set up the day prior and serve food:  
Donna Bogen, Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Mary and Cliff Schrock, Kerry Geffert, David and 
Mary Ann Schiller, Ashley Gomes, and Michele and Rick Van Wart.  And we can’t forget 
all those who brought food and helped with the clean-up…you know who you are!  Look 
what can be accomplished with teamwork…the breakfast was wonderful! 
 

To Shepherds’ Commission members Pat Deloge and Gary Messerschmitt for hosting the Confirmands Dinner on April 22. 
 

To Danny Nyitrai for filling in as acolyte at the late service on Confirmation Sunday. 
 

Many hands make light work for Holy Cross’ efforts to support the Summerfield United Methodist Food and Clothing 
Pantry.  Thanks to Jim and Lorraine Finch for making the deliveries of donations from our members.  Thanks to Mary 
Ann Schiller, for making the “shopping lists” for the recent Have a Heart drives.  And thank you to Cindy Ciccia for the 
written notices in both the newsletter and bulletins.  
 

To Linda Suhr for her faithful commitment to serve as the church office volunteer, helping out one morning a week. 
 

To Carol Burns for coordinating Holy Cross’ participation in the May 4 CROP Walk for World Hunger. 
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the May 6 Community Supper at St. 
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Anna Mae Berger, Jim Leslie, Alexis and Marissa Rodriguez, Nancy Sabol, Mary 
Schrock, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Michele and Rick Van Wart, and Pastor Witschy. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

June 2: Gage LaSalle  

June 3: Wayne LaSalle  

June 5: James Atkinson  

June 6: Virginia Gaffney  

June 8: Christian Witschy  

June 10: Monika Seyal  

June 11: Colby LaSalle June 20: Doug Bogle 

June 12: Mary Schrock  Jena Conte 

June 13: Sarah Wilson  Jeannie Mones 

June 15: Carl Carlson June 24: Tim Senft 

June 16: Amanda Fitzmorris June 25: Barbara ladd 

 Jordan Mones June 26: Marissa Rodriguez 

June 18: Kaleigh Calvao June 29: Pat Deloge 

 Amy Geffert  Kathryn Struzik 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services. Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Jim Atkinson, for healing following hip-replacement surgery; Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; 
Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; Bob Solaz;  Joey Vaitkus for proper healing of his broken wrists; Barbara White, 
recovering from foot surgery; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler, George Morris and Harvey Pomerenk. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends; Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy, recovering from brain 
surgery; Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; 
Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, at home following a stem-cell transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat Deloge, 
going through chemo for stage 2 breast cancer; Anna Chmielewska, mother of a friend of Barbara White, 
who has begun chemo treatments; Penny Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; Linda 
Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mom, for a speedy and 
healing recovery of an infection in her shoulder; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and 
paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer surgery; Harold Geffert, Kerry’s 
father, under treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; 
Abby Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian Heritage school, recovering from successful brain surgery; 
Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn 
Struzik, who was diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler; Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich; Emmy Lightfoot, relative of the 
Dowlings, diagnosed with epilepsy; Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke; Joan 
Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s 
granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism.   
 

We also prayed for Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, 
friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Dick Olson, Christian and Ian Witschy’s 
grandfather who had aortic-valve replacement surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; 
Dagmar Rosenberg, Ingrid Leibold’s sister, diagnosed with cancer of the pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas’s 
recovering from breast-cancer surgery and awaiting treatment; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from 
breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gerhig’s disease); Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the 
Leslie’s, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of the Deloge’s, battling side effects of Valley fever; Shirley 
Thomas, Jen Deloge’s mom, prayers for strength and healing; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from 
leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Ron Vichiola, 
Michele Van Wart’s father, receiving chemo for esophageal cancer; Craig Wilson, son of friends of the Deloge’s, 
recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; and all those people who asked for prayers and wish to be anonymous. 
 

On May 11 we included in the prayers the family of Zita Szabo, relative of the Dowlings, who passed away following 
multiple strokes. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have prayer 
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will 
include the requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the 
church office. 
 

---PAT DELOGE 
   Shepherd’s Commission 

 
COVENANT-TO-CARE CORNER 
Items for Placement Packs are due by June 15 
Your help is needed to donate a variety of items that will be compiled into “Placement Packs” and given to 
our “adopted” DCF social worker.  When children are removed from their home and taken into DCF care, 
very often they have nothing with them except the clothes they are wearing.  The packs we provide contain 
some necessities and comfort items to help the child until he or she is situated into foster care.  The poster board in the narthex 
has 3 by 5-inch cards listing the specific items needed.  Take one card or take a few, and agree to purchase those items.  
Anything you can provide is helpful.  This project is ongoing, with a June 15 due date.  Items may be put in the boxes that are 
under the easel with the large Placement Pack poster.  Thank you in advance for helping young people in crisis and need. 
 

---CINDY CICCIA and MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care Liaisons 
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DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION 
The events keep coming, keep thrilling, including a strikingly good bowling day 
Our annual Easter Breakfast was well attended.  Thank you to Lorraine and Jim Finch for coordinating this eggs-tra 
special morning.  We had many casseroles, baked goods, fresh fruit and, of course, coffee!  Thank you to all who helped 
set up, clean up and bring a food item.  Thank you to Victoria Hwang for coordinating the egg hunt for the children – they 
loved filling up those egg cartons! 
 

Our college students love getting their care packages.  If you have a child attending college in September, whether local 
or out of state, send me his or her address so we can send them goodies.  My e-mail address is pasnaab@yahoo.com. 
 

Look for information on the scheduling of our next Coffee House Night and Ice Cream Social during the summer months. 
 

We had a great afternoon of fellowship and fun at 
Nutmeg Bowl on May 18.   Thank you to Laurie 
Vaitkus for coordinating this fun afternoon.  The 
kids enjoyed bowling and pizza and some fun 
time with Pastor.  It was a “striking” afternoon of 
fun! 
 

With the changes our Holy Cross family is going 
through, now is a good time to get involved.  
Think about joining the Discipleship Commission.  
We host all the events involving food – what is 
more fun than that! 
 

See you in church, 
 

---DONNA BOGEN 

 
It was an afternoon of fun at Nutmeg Bowl!  Pictured above 
are (front row, from left) Donna Bogen, Kaylyn Hwang, Sarah 
Bogen, Amanda Sjoblom and Dominic Gomes.  And in the 
back, from left, Joe Ciccia, Cindy Ciccia, Paul Vaitkus, 
Laurie Vaitkus, Pastor Witschy, Joey Vaitkus, Dave Bogen 
and Victoria Hwang. 
 
Is this the group that used the bumpers?  We’ll never tell!  
That’s Pastor with Joey, Kaylyn, Amanda, Sarah and 
Dominic. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

IN THE MAILBAG  
From Effie Solaz 
 

To my Holy Cross Family, 
 

Everybody has been so thoughtful regarding Bob’s illness.  I’d like to thank all the  
parishioners in the church.  I cannot find the words to express my feelings, but thanks  
a bunch. 
 

---EFFIE SOLAZ 
 

 

mailto:pasnaab@yahoo.com
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Malaria kills nearly 1 million people 
annually.  The Social Ministry Commission 

donated $250 last year to Lutheran 
Malaria Initiative for the prevention and 

cure of this disease in Africa. 
----A simple fact from our 

Social Ministry Commission 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

General Memorial Fund 
In memory of Judith Froehlich 

Chip and Kathy Froehlich 
Ronald Froehlich 

Ken and Fran Hansen 
Lew and Lea Underdahl 

Barbara White 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
In need of prayer?  Make one of the following contacts to begin the e-mail prayer circle 
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular 
worship services.  To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts: 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, phone or e-mail the church office:  
203-268-4555 or holycrss@mindspring.com.  Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be 
circulated on the next business day. 

▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail 
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 
 
 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and 
worship at another church, be sure to drop off the 
service bulletin in the newsletter box.  The three 
bulletins we received within the past month came 
from members who were away on Easter Sunday 
and worshiped at another church: 
 

William Malmstedt, who worshiped at Saint Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran in Raritan, N.J. 
 

Kendra Norman, who worshiped with her 
daughter Sigourney at Pentecostal Tabernacle in 
Cambridge, Mass. 
 

John Rosen, who worshiped with his daughter 
and son-in-law and their children at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church in Manhattan. 

 
 
 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net

