
   

The 

HOLY CROSS WORD 
Words of news, information, humor and inspiration from Holy Cross 
 

FEBRUARY 2013   “Share the Hope”                VOL. LVI, NO. 6 
 

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Predicting what will be talked 

about at the Annual Meeting 
Some of you faithful—and astute—
readers of the monthly newsletter 
may have already noticed that we 
can, at times, be on the cutting edge 
of getting the latest breaking news 
in the newsletter.  That is parti-
cularly the case when it comes to 
the Annual Voters’ Meeting; we 
have, on occasion, had a report from 
that rite of January inserted into the 
February newsletter because the 
layout person, Mary Schrock, would 
keep a spot open in the newsletter 
so that a writer – me – could go 
straight from the meeting into the 
church office and write the report 
right into the layout.  I would, for an 
hour on a Sunday, be all jazzed up 
reliving my sportswriter days of 
deadline pressure.  
 

The reason I’m making this sound 
so earth-shattering is that the 
newsletter deadline is on the 15th of 
the month, and by the time I write 
the meeting report, the pages are 
usually copied and getting prettied 
up for mailing.  But we’ve been 
passing on our creative scheduling 
in recent years so we don’t have to 
be frenetic at getting the newsletter 
out, and such will be the case again 
this year.  The January 27 meeting 
occurs too late in the newsletter 
cycle and we won’t force the issue.  
 

But I still want Annual Meeting 
news in February, so this time my 
creative approach is going to 
involve describing what I expect to 
have happened at the meeting. If 
something of importance happens 
in addition, we’ll cover that in the 
March newsletter.  
 

In addition to the usual procedures 
of  approving  minutes  and  having  
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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
Lenten focus will help us hear God’s roar loud and strong 

 

Sometime around the year 762 B.C., Amos, a herdsman from the small 
Judean town of Tekoa, heard the voice of God and compared it to 
hearing the roaring of a lion, a roaring that causes pastures to mourn and 
forests to wither (Amos 1:2).  That is some kind of roar!  The prophet 
then personally encounters the LORD as a Lion (3:12), and this propels 
him to confront Israel’s movers and shakers who were deaf to God’s call 
of justice and righteousness. 
 

What set off this divine roaring that sent Amos into the fray?  People were 
busy with religion, but they were not heartbroken over what was happening to 
the little people on the fringes of society.  Samaria, 
Israel’s capital, was a place of affluence and power 
that was indifferent to the plight of the poor.  So the 
LORD roared, and Amos preached. 
 

This Lent we will listen to the Lion as He rumbles in 
his jungle, pointing out our complacency, duplicity, and 
sin.  But, and thank God for this, the ferocious Lion is 
also the bleeding Lamb.  Our Lord’s mighty power is 
made most perfect in the weakness of the cross (2 Corinthians 12:9).  And 
gathering under the cross, we will all the more be amazed when the roaring 
Lion defeats His greatest enemies – the devil, hell and the power of death.  
Then with resurrection joy we will say of Jesus, “The Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah has conquered” (Revelation 5:5).  On Easter, the roar of God’s saving 
love is restored forevermore! 
 

Our Lenten series on Amos begins with a seven-week study on February 10, 
during the Sunday morning education hour.  Amos will be our focus at the 
Wednesday evening Services, which begin on Ash Wednesday, February 13, 
at the 7:30 p.m. Eucharist (ashes will also be imposed for those who desire).  
The theme will continue through Easter, March 31.  In the meanwhile, I’ll… 
 

See You in Worship, 
 
 
 

Pastor Emil Witschy 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 13 

Worship Service at 7:30 p.m. 
with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes 

 

       
 

Our Lenten and Holy Week theme this year is,  
“Restore the ROAR!” 
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Tuesday, February 5  
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal, Bridgeport 
 

Saturday, February 9 
 5:30 p.m. –  Chili Cook-Off 
  Proceeds to benefit Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs 
 

Wednesday, February 13 – Ash Wednesday 
 7:30 p.m. –  Worship service with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion 
 

Thursday, February 14 – Valentine’s Day 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Monday, February 18 – President’s Day 
 

Wednesdays, February 20 and 27, March 6, 13 and 20 
 6:15 p.m. –  Lenten Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. –  Midweek Lenten Vespers with the theme, “Restore the ROAR!” 
 

Saturday, March 9 
 7:00 p.m. –  “Whist” Card Game Night 
  Proceeds to benefit Summerfield United Methodist Food Pantry 
 
 

 
 

 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pewhclc@mindspring.com 

Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 
Parsonage:  6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611   Phone:  203-268-1722 

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

PASTOR:  Emil A. Witschy 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Dr. Elina Christova 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Cliff Schrock 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Vacant 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Michele Van Wart 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Pastor Emil A. Witschy 

NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 

NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPERSTORM SANDY 
Help is still needed as 

recovery continues 
If you are interested in helping out 
with the continuing needs of the 
Hurricane Sandy victims in New 
York and New Jersey, see the 
information provided on the hallway 
bulletin board. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
By “Peanuts” cartoon  

creator Charles M. Schulz 
“All you need is love.  But a little 
chocolate now and then doesn’t 
hurt.” 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The NewsletterNewsletter © 2013 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the March edition.  The 
deadline for all 
articles is Friday, 
Feb. 15.  Please 
submit articles to 
the newsletter mailbox, or send 
them via e-mail to:   

holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.   
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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“President,” continued from Page 1 
 

devotions and prayer and hearing our commission directors describe how 2012 
went, here is what I’m pretty certain will happen: 
 

We will honor our outgoing Board members: In dealing with our devoted 
and skillful Board members, we will be saluting those who are stepping down.  

Kendra Norman is vacating the Evangelism Commission directorship, and 

Bob Burns is being recognized for the interim weeks he spent as Worship 

Director.  And Jon Halls completed his third year as Shepherd; he steps down 
after accomplishing a great deal in that role, including for two years coming to 
Board meetings instead of just the required one.  
 

We will honor our incoming Board members during officer election: While 
losing some excellent people, by our good fortune and God’s grace, we have 

some excellent new people coming in. Donna DiLalla and Christy LaSalle will 
be co-directing Evangelism; I’m excited for the care and creativity these two 
will bring together.  At newsletter deadline, our new Shepherd had not been 
finalized, but the goal was to find an able replacement for Jon and bring good 
energy to the existing Shepherds of 
William Malmstedt and Pat Deloge.  
 

Returning to the Board in this election 
cycle are people I have relied on a lot, 

which means you have, too: Greg 

Dowling as Treasurer, Michele Van Wart 

as Board Secretary, Dan Senft as Property Director, and Cindy Ciccia as 
Social Ministry Director.  These four people have incredible skills in the areas 
they lead and should be thanked by all for how they perform their duties.  Holy 
Cross is very fortunate to have them continue, and I’m the first to recognize that. 
 

And in that same vein, we welcome back Jim Atkinson as Worship Director; 
prior to Worship he had served four years as president so we know the 
devotion he brings to his tasks.  
 

We will examine the financial health and future of the church and 

preschool: A usually contentious time in an Annual Meeting may be less so 
this time because of a solid and stable financial-giving year in 2012.  We took 
a loan in 2012 to help pay for property improvements, so we are in good shape 
with our bank accounts, but we still have one big project—our air-
conditioning—to pay off.  After that, our financial leaders will make decisions 
on any accelerated loan payments we might make.  But we will likely talk in the 
meeting about how members need to remain faithful and committed in their 
giving and make sacrifices if necessary to give as they feel moved by the Holy 
Spirit.  (This meeting will also be a return to having the church and preschool 
budgets approved at the same January meeting, a change recommended by 
the Board and approved by the congregation in a meeting last August.)  
 

Lastly, we’ll hear some pleas, forecasting and assessments: At the 
meeting, people will hear from Pastor Witschy and myself in discussing our 
observations of the past year and our thoughts on the future.  There will also 
be a time for attendees to make comments and remarks; how much we hear 
will depend on how quickly people want to adjourn and be on their way!  
 

Things I can’t predict: I am hopeful we will see an improvement in meeting 
attendance, but many variables control how that goes.  And you can never tell 
how the ebb and flow of emotions will go when the prospect of having to make 
future decisions is considered.  For example, I know that I was going to touch 
upon the reality of what we have to do to make precautions in our Preschool 
security.  Beyond a policy of locking our doors during school time, will we need 
to install security cameras and an intercom system or even a security touch  
 

                        “President,” continues on Page 4 
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“President,” continued from Page 3 
 

keypad to do all that we can to 
ensure safety?  How the attendees 
react to a topic like that can’t be 
predicted.  
 

So that is my attempt to imitate 
Johnny Carson’s Carnac prog-
nosticator.  Something I can write 
with fair certainty is that I am 
optimistic that this year can be one 
of personal and spiritual growth for 
all of us as well as an overall 
growth in our church membership 
and in individual sacrificial living 
and giving.  It just takes a 
concerted effort with all of us 
pulling oars at the same time and 
working together.  
 

Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ:  
Turning Challenges to Triumphs 
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
 

 

FINANCIAL NOTES 
Offerings update for  

the month of December 
At this point in the year, about the 
only persons looking back at 
December are those working on 
their taxes and those opening their 
credit card statements. But 
December should be noted for the 
outpouring of financial generosity 
from our Holy Cross family and 

visitors.  The extra 
funds played a 
very important role 
in meeting budget 
targets for the 
year. To those 

who made this possible, we send a 
large “thank you” and praise God 
for your faith in the work of Holy 
Cross Lutheran. 
 

Speaking of taxes, I tried some-
thing new this year.  In an effort to 
save unnecessary printing, 2012 
envelope giving statements were 
e-mailed to those families with 
addresses published in the 
membership directory.  A paper 
copy was distributed through the 
narthex mailboxes for those 
without addresses.  I am open to 
your feedback on this new method. 

And while I am writing about 
technology, after you have signed up 
for the Holy Cross email blasts, 
consider joining the Holy Cross 
Facebook group and consider 
electronic giving – no more remem-
bering your envelope or the 
checkbook!  Just click the “Online 
Giving” button on the church’s 
website. These technological oppor-
tunities certainly cannot replace 
person-to-person fellowship, but for 
those who can’t (or don’t) attend 
worship regularly, these opportunities 
help you remain connected to our (as 
in yours and mine) congregation. 
 

Stay tuned for the March 
newsletter for any comments 
regarding budget decisions at our 
congregation’s Annual Meeting. 
Hope you were there! 
 

Average Weekly Need in 2012 –  
$4,721.15 

 

December 2012 Offerings 
Week of: 

December 02 - $3,463.00 
December 09 - $5,988.69 
December 16 - $4,102.59 
December 23 - $4,358.46 
December 30 - $15,444.09 
 

December Average  
   Weekly Offering - $6,671.37 
 

November Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,672.61 
 

October Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,344.58 
 

September Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,146.92 
 

August Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,307.86 
 

July Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,003.88 
 

June Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,460.28 
 

May Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,080.75 
 

April Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,633.90 
 

March Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,818.44 
 

February Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,650.63 
 

January Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,041.40 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Financial Secretary 

 

Soup Suppers 

and 

Midweek 

Lenten Services 
 

Enjoy some great soup 

in the Fellowship Hall, 

and close out the 

evening in the 

Sanctuary, meditating 

on God’s Word. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Wednesdays,  

February 20 and 27 

March 6, 13 and 20 
 

Suppers at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Lenten Vespers 

at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

Our theme  

this year is  

“Restore  

      the  

    ROAR!” 
 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

Please take a turn at 

providing a pot of soup or a 

plate of finger desserts. 

Look for a sign-up sheet 

for each week 

 on the narthex table. 
 

For information, contact 

Donna Bogen 
 

A free-will offering  
will be collected.  
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INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond;  

we’d love your input 
Thank you to all who took the time 
to answer our January question, 
“What is the ‘wallpaper’ on your 
computer?” It was great to receive 
15 answers, a few from members 
who were first-time responders to 
this personal-interest column.  The 
answers this month are listed in the 
order by which they were received. 
 

Tom Schleier:  “Mine is a different 
weird motorcycle every day.” 
 

Edith Skoog: “Each time I start my 
computer I see the 11 smiling 
faces of my beautiful family on the 
wallpaper.  I thank God for them all 
and say a prayer for their health 
and safety.” 
 

James Atkinson Household:  
“Jim’s photography, usually pictures 
of our ‘second home,’ Nova Scotia.” 
 

Pastor and Amy Witschy:  “Our 
grandson, Liam!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D.J. Senft:  “I am lucky enough to 
have a double monitor at work, 
which allows me to have my dog, 
Gracie, as the background of one 
screen and Derek Jeter on the 
other, both loves of my life!” 
 

Donna Senft:  “If I knew how to 
change my computer's background, 
it would also be of our family dog, 
Gracie. She is too cute!” 
 

Mary Schrock:  “My wallpaper, 
both on my home laptop and my 
office computer, is all about family – 
a “shuffle” of four photos, two 
photos of Cliff and I with our 
daughter, Joelle, and two of the 
two kittens our family adopted this 
past October.” 
 

David and Mary Ann Schiller:  
“Our computer wallpaper is 
‘Sunday Afternoon.’ ” 

 

Cindy Ciccia:  “I have a water 
scene, calm water with a lighthouse 
and a nice blue sky.” 
 

Lydia Struzik:  “My wallpaper on 
my computer is a picture of 
Andrew, Kathryn and Emily with 
the Golden Gate Bridge in the 
background.” 
 

Andrew Struzik:  “The Microsoft 
image that circulates.” 
 

Joelle Schrock:  “My computer 
wallpaper is a picture of the Dave 
Matthews Band from its early days.” 
 

Donna Bogen:  “A sandy beach 
with Caribbean blue water.  On a 
winter day I look at the wallpaper 
and think about St. Maarten and 
how beautiful the beach is.  I can 
almost feel the cool breeze!” 
 

Cliff Schrock:  “I used to have a 
lovely photo of Ewing Manor from 
my hometown of Bloomington, Ill., 
then a Celtics 17th title banner 
after they won it, but lately I’ve 
been utilizing my Mac’s wallpaper 
and at the moment have Edward 
Hopper’s “Nighthawks.” 
 

Jim and Lorraine Finch:  “For our 
computer wallpaper, we use a 
picture that we took last year of a 
tree overlooking the beach and 
Pacific Ocean taken from Scenic 
Road in Carmel, Calif.  For the 
screen saver we use a close-up 
picture of a yellow dahlia that we 
grew in the backyard.” 
 
Our next Question of the Month is 
“Who is your favorite Disney 
character?”  This question is for 
kids of ALL ages, not just those 
under age 10!  We look forward to 
hearing who loves Snow White or 
Jiminy Cricket or Goofy, and if you 
want to share why that character 
is a favorite, please include that 
with your answer.  And parents, 
please involve your children and 
get their answers.  Responses 
can include characters such as 
Peter Pan and Winnie the Pooh 
who got their start as beloved 
book characters and then were 
“adopted” by Disney to be the 
subjects of movies/cartoons.   
 

Answers will appear in the March 
edition.   The  deadline  is  Friday, 

 

Feb. 15.  You can submit your 
answer in one of two ways: 
 

E-mail the church office at 
holycrss@mindspring.com or by 
writing your answer on a 3-by-5-
inch card and putting it in the 
“Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, 
far left).  Make sure to include your 
name.  We look forward to hearing 
a lot of different answers as we get 
to know little tidbits about members 
of our Holy Cross family. 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor 

 
 
 

 
 

HEARTFELT GRATITUDE 
Church and Preschool staffs 

extend a big thank you 
At the first Christmas, the Lord 
gave us the greatest gift of all, His 
Son, Jesus.  That is the inspiration 
for us to give gifts during the 
Christmas season.  With that said, 
the church and preschool staff 
members are very grateful to you 
for remembering each of us with 
your loving, and very generous, 
monetary gift.  We are thankful for 
all our blessings, including working 
for God’s family – and with His 
young children – here at Holy 
Cross and Holy Cross Christian 
Preschool.  May God bless you 
with peace and joy in 2013! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
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           Whist 

          Night 
 

 A deck of cards 

 The fellowship of Holy Cross friends 

 A game played 200 years ago 

 Adds up to an evening of fun 

 You don’t have to come with a partner 

 No experience is needed 

 $10 per person suggested entrance donation 

 To benefit Hunger Outreach: Summerfield  

    United Methodist Food Pantry 

 Saturday, March 9, beginning promptly at 7 p.m. 

 Snacks and soda will be provided…the evening will end  

    with “Coffee-And” 

 Please sign up in the narthex so we know how many  

    people to prepare for 

 If you could provide a card table, please let us know 
 

---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 

 
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION SESSION 
Please attend a no-pressure “how to serve” seminar 
If my constant “nagging” over the last year about Holy Cross needing to 
develop new leaders and officers has you finally screaming “enough,” here is a 
chance for you to see what you can do about it.  
 

During the normal 9:15 a.m. Bible/adult-education time on Sunday, February 3, 
I will be available in the library/conference room to head a quick session on 
leadership and then spend the rest of the time hearing your questions about 
what’s involved in being an officer and Board of Directors member. 
 

I will hopefully have a few other Board members on hand who can also help 
answer questions. This is a purely informational meeting in which you can 
come and ask questions about the process of running for an office, on the time 
commitment, and the logistics behind being a Holy Cross leader. This could be 
your first step toward a commitment of leading your church, or toward being a 
second in command.  
 

Rest assured that no one will be coerced or “pressed” into service. This is 
taking place a week after the Annual Meeting, so the next time you could run 
for office will be in January 2014.  
 

So if you have always wanted to just come and ask questions about serving 
your church in an officer capacity, please come and get answers. Come, ask 
questions and get the information you need to be a future leader of your 
church.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 

DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION 
Be a helper at a supper  

or in a variety of ways 
It is a new year and many of us 
make resolutions to give up this or 
that.  Instead of giving something 
up, how about taking up 
something?  Why not get involved 
and serve the Lord by helping out 
on the Discipleship Commission?  
It is a lot of fun and you don’t have 
to help at every event.  Why not  
start with 
coming to one 
soup supper?  
Believe it or not, 
our Lenten soup 
suppers will be  
starting up later this month. Please 
join us for fellowship, a hearty bowl 
of soup and some homemade 
bread!  There will be a Lenten 
Vespers service following the 
suppers.  The first supper will be 
held on Wednesday, February 20, 
at 6:15 p.m.  Look for sign-up 
sheets on the narthex table. 
 

Happy Valentines to everyone!  
Valentine packages will be going 
out to our college students and 
shut-ins.  These care packages 
have been fun to put together and 
the students enjoy hearing from 
their Holy Cross family. 
 

See you at the next soup supper! 
---DONNA BOGEN 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

…the following about the 
Rock of Agers group?   

Our monthly discussions 
help us to better know the 

Bible and each other.  
During our time together 
we also laugh a lot, which  

is good for your health  
and keeps us young. 

 

---A simple fact from our  
Social Ministry Commission 
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OUR FLOCK  
Christian caring and  

praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission's 
“FYI” column letting our members 
know for whom we have prayed 
during our recent worship services.  
Please continue to remember 
these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Paul 

Carlson, diagnosed with a blood 

cancer; Ron Dietman; Linda 

Ligouri, undergoing cancer 

treatment; Ursula Levsen; 

JoAnne Meyer; Anita Schoch, 
with chronic back pain; 

Dorothy Schweitzer, for 
comfort and healing with new 
health issues she is exper-
iencing; and for our 

homebound members – Emma 

Fengler, George Jacobs, Harvey 

Pomerenk and Irving Van Wart. 
 

We prayed for our family and 

friends: Myles Abraku, 7-year-old 
son of a co-worker of Pat Deloge, 
recovering from surgeries/skin 
graft on his leg, which was crushed 

in an accident; Gail Agria, battling 

breast cancer; Carmella Andersen, 
friend of Diane Dietman, going 
through treatment for breast 

cancer; Mark Carbonetta, friend of 
Kerry Geffert, battling leukemia; 

Doc DeVed; Sarah Falvey, Jen 
Witschy’s aunt, being treated for 

breast cancer; Judie Froehlich; 

Harold Geffert, Kerry’s father, 
under treatment for colon cancer; 

Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, 
suffering from essential tremors; 

Helga Holley, friend of Paul 
Hagberg, suffering with breast 

cancer; Amber Jones, friend of 
the Gefferts, struggling with 
personal issues.  
 

We prayed, too, for Betty Kessler; 

Jim Keurulainen, following open 

heart surgery; Claire Leslie, Jim’s 

mother; Anthony Masi, 15-year-
old neighbor of the Struziks, 
recovering from a broken neck; 

Gerett Mendez, friend of the 
Mones family, who is recovering 
from a massive stroke that 

occurred in November 2005; Joan 

Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, 

rehabbing following knee-replace-

ment surgery; Kylie Middlemass, 
Anita Beer’s granddaughter, 
responding well to various thera-
pies as she works through the 

difficulties of autism; James Moore, 
uncle of Greg Dowling, who will have 
upcoming surgeries for circulatory 

issues; Nancy Nurenberg, friend of 
the Dietmans, recovering from a 

cardiac procedure; Chris O’Brien, 
friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, 
paralyzed as a result of an accident. 

 

We prayed also for Linda 

Resnick, friend of the 
Bogen family, undergoing 
chemotherapy for breast 

cancer; Suzanne Rocca, a 
close friend of Donna Senft, 
for comfort and healing with 

her new health issues; Joey Senft, 
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS 

(Lou Gehrig’s disease); Jen Smith, 
friend of Joelle Schrock, a prayer of 
thanksgiving that she has made a full 
recovery from a virus that had 
adversely affected her motor skills; 

Mike Stachura, friend of the 
Schrocks, who is having promising 
results from a new treatment for his 

kidney cancer; Campbell Taft, 3-
year-old son of a friend of the 
Schrocks, battling brain cancer and 
the effects of treatment on his 

growth; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor 
of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; 

Mike Tavares, friend of John and 
Pat Deloge, battling side effects of 

Valley Fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s 
brother, in remission from leukemia; 

Viola Way, friend of the Bogens, 
who recently suffered a stroke; the 

friends and family of Tom Weppel, 
Laura Dowling’s cousin, who passed 
away suddenly last month.   
 

We prayed for the safety and well 
being of our military personnel: 

Raymond Phillips serving in the 
Army overseas.   
 

If your friend or family member is 
on this list, be sure to keep us 
updated on his or her progress.  
When you have prayer requests, 
deliver them to Pastor Witschy for 
prayers during our worship 
services, and the Shepherds’ 
Commission will include the 
requests in this monthly report. 

NOTE: If you would like to be 
included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, 
please provide your name and e-
mail address to the church office. 
 

---JON HALLS 
   Shepherds’ Commission 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special challenge issued  

to Holy Cross Members: 
A member at Holy Cross, who will 
be known in this explanation as 
Anonymous Donor, has issued a 
challenge to fellow members. They 
have previously made a generous 
donation and as the new year 
starts, they are planning a $5,000 
donation.  
 

In addition, Anonymous Donor 
has sent out the following 
“challenge grant”: They will 
double their $5,000 donation and 
give $10,000 if four other donors 
come forward and each give 
$10,000 for a total of $40,000, to 
go toward loan/debt reduction. 
Anonymous Donor explains that 
this extra giving has nothing to do 
with regular Sunday/weekly 
contributions; it’s in addition to 
regular giving.  
 

The deadline for the challenge is 
Sunday, March 31, which is Easter 
Sunday. If you want to meet this 
challenge, please speak with our 
Financial Secretary, Kerry Geffert.  
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of 
time and talent our church 
members provide to do God’s work 
in our church and community.   
 

To Kendra Norman for posting our 
Advent and Christmas services 
display in the narthex display case 
for the month of December. 
 

To Joe Ciccia and John Roman 
for fixing sections of lights in the 
Christmas tree that had blown-out. 
 

To Carol Burns for coordinating 
and placing the poinsettia order in 
December.  
 

To David and 

Mary Ann 

Schiller, Billie 

and Edith 

Skoog and Amy Witschy for 
cleaning the altar area and 
washing, polishing candles, silver 
and offering plates on Dec. 23 in 
preparation for our Christmas 
celebrations. 
 

To the Holy Cross members and 
friends who helped with either 
cooking or serving at the Jan. 1 
Community Supper at St. John’s 

Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Anna Mae 

Berger, Sheila and Zachary 

Glazer, Paul Hagberg, Jim 

Leslie, Heather Loke, John 

Roman, Nancy Sabol, Mary Ann 

and David Schiller, and Mary and 

Cliff Schrock. 
 

To Myrtle Anderson and Edith and 

Bill Skoog for collating the 
January newsletter, and to Bill and 
Edith for taking the mailing to the 
post office. 
 

To Linda Suhr who is faithful in 
her volunteer service to help out 
with church office tasks. 
 

To Cindy Ciccia for putting together 
the monthly Social Ministry hallway 
bulletin board display. 
 

To Marie Morris for making two 
deliveries of donated food and 
clothing to Summerfield United 
Methodist in January. 
 

To Edith Skoog for her creative 
“Bless This House” display that is 
in the narthex display case until the 
beginning of Lent. 

 

 

 
 

YOUR BOARD/YOUR TEAM 
This person shows how  

you can find the time to give 
This is No. 11 in a series of articles 
that will highlight the people 
serving on your Board of Directors. 
Through their volunteer work 
performed in an already hectic 
personal schedule, they demon-
strate to all our members that you 
can indeed find time to give back 
and serve your church no matter 

how busy. This month’s former 

Board member is Vice President 

Tom Schleier. 
 

Well, a year has gone by since I 
started writing about our Board of 
Directors members and in looking 
back at who I’ve highlighted, I 
tried to first get to officers who 
were in Year 2 of their term, since 
I didn’t want to take anything for 
granted and miss someone who 
might not be on the Board in 
2013.  I wasn’t counting on the 
reverse happening:  We lost a 
Board member who was in his first 
year and has now moved away.  
 

I’m talking, of course, about our 
former VP Tom Schleier, who 
many of you know has now moved 
away, with him and wife, Janet, 
settling in Indiana.  
 

I won’t get into the many reasons 
the Schleiers needed to transplant 
themselves, but we do wish them 
well and pray for God’s presence 
and blessings in their new home.  
 

As a Vice President, I asked Tom to 
really get into the flow of his duties; I 
was pretty lax when I was VP and 
didn’t apply myself in the position as 
well as I should have.  But Tom was 
very involved and helped settle 
Human Resource matters and was 
helpful in analyzing our HR proce-
dures.  He was a thoughtful pres-
ence in Board meetings and helped 
bring perspective to certain issues.  
 

Tom, who had worked at Sikorsky 
and sang with a barbershop chorus  
 

 

as a hobby, wasn’t a member at 
Holy Cross long enough to build up 
much of a resume, but he was 
involved, to say the least.  While 
being VP he also served on the 
Worship Commission.  He also 
was a reader, deacon and usher 
during Worship services.  So, for 
as little time as Tom was here, he’ll 
be in the Holy Cross record books 
as an officer, certainly a nice 
legacy of his time here.  
 

Being a Board officer is definitely 
something many of our members 
are capable of becoming.  Many of 
you have the potential to be 
effective participants in the leader-
ship of our church.  So I invite you 
to follow Tom’s example of not just 
being content to see Holy Cross as 
a place of worship.  It’s also a 
place of service.  You’ll be amazed 
how simple that concept can be 
once you get started.  
 

And with that, I leave the last word 
to Tom.  Here was his answer to 
the question, What satisfaction 
do you get from serving your 
church? “Having little treasure, 
serving the church gives me an 
opportunity to share my time and 
talent.  It is very rewarding, 
personally,” he said.  
 

Thank you, Tom, for your service 
and devotion to Holy Cross. 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Board President 
 
 

 
 

LUTHERAN RADIO 
For a Christian perspective 

tune in to KFUO.org 
Listen to your Lutheran radio 
station on the internet…featuring 
programming such as: BookTalk 
where some of the best authors of 
Christian books are interviewed 
and His Time, a morning show 
organized around the Church Year 
with Bible study, fascinating 
interviews and Matins Services.  
From audio streaming to mobile 
apps—listen to Worldwide 
KFUO.org wherever you are, live, 
on-demand and archived. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Serve the Lord by serving  

the needy a welcome meal 
The first Community Supper of 
2013 fell on New Year’s Day.  Of 
the 18 volunteers, a third had 
never assisted with cooking before, 
a third had never been at St. 
John’s and a third were regular 
volunteers.  It was heartening to 
see people who used the oppor-

tunity of a day off 
from work to help 
out with this out-
reach program.  For 
two weeks clients 
had been told 

verbally and in writing that the 
serving time would be 1 p.m. rather 
than 5 p.m.  Actually, they had 
been asked to sign up.  Since 70 
signed up, we shopped 
accordingly.  It was disappointing 
that only 41 arrived.  Because lots 
of food was left over, a call was 
made to nearby Prospect House 
Shelter to determine if they could 
use it.  A green light was given and 
Jim Leslie and Heather Loke 
volunteered to deliver it.  A huge 
thanks to the diligent, enthusiastic 
volunteers: Anna Mae Berger, 
Allison Becker, Jennifer and Jerry 
Esposito, Sheila and Zachary 
Glazer, Paul Hagberg, Jim Leslie, 
Heather Loke, Fred Perry, John 
Roman, Nancy Sabol, Mary and 
Cliff Schrock, Diane Hintz Schyhor, 
and Peggy Vaughn. 
 

As you know, Holy Cross is 
responsible for buying the food, 
preparing and serving the meal on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
St. John’s Episcopal.  Money 
collected at our special collection 
on the first Sunday of every month 
is supplemented by Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans.  If you are 
making out a check, make it 
payable to Holy Cross Lutheran 
with “community supper” in the 
memo section.  The next comm-
unity supper for which Holy Cross 
is responsible for cooking and 
serving is on Tuesday, February 5.  
If you can volunteer your time, 
please put your name on the sheet 
found on the narthex table.   
 

---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 

THE LIBRARY CORNER 
Sprucing up our book collection takes volunteer help 
You may have noticed some clean up and out efforts in the library 
over the last couple of months.  Old, damaged, and unused refer-
ences and cassette tapes have been discarded, and re-organizing is 
underway.  We would like to pick up the inventory project that was 
dropped some time ago, and are looking for volunteers.  There has been some 
buzz about starting up the book club again; so if you are interested in either 
heading up the club or joining as a participant, please contact Michele Van Wart. 
 

Special thanks to Doris Dietman and Lydia Struzik for their efforts in cleaning 
up the library and for their many suggestions for library improvement. 
 

Happy reading! 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART 
   Mvichiola@sbcglobal.net 
   Home:  203-924-2109 / Cell:  203-305-2910 
 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Food pantry we support has many urgent needs 
Summerfield still has great need for the following items – cooking 
oil, flour, sugar, tuna, oatmeal, instant hot cereals such as Cream 
of Wheat

®
 and oatmeal, cold cereals, canned soups and instant-

soup mixes, corned beef hash, canned pastas, baked beans, pasta, 
sauce, macaroni & cheese, canned spinach, as well as all other canned veget-
ables, boxed corn bread and muffin mixes, shelf-stable low-fat milk, condiments 
(including pickles), canned fruit and rice. Also needed are baby food, baby clothes, 
diapers, bar soap, tissues, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  Summerfield is also 
taking clean, gently-used, folded winter clothes (only) for men, women and children. 
---MARIE MORRIS 
 
 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
Delicious carrot salad a hit any time of year 
Attention cooks, bakers, and those who love to eat!  This month’s recipe for 
Carrot Salad was submitted by JoAnne Meyer in response to requests she got 
to share it after bringing it to the church picnic back in September.  While this 
may seem to be a seasonal recipe, it sounds healthy and delicious to serve at 
any gathering, no matter the time of year.  Thank you, JoAnne, for sharing this 
recipe with your church family.  
 

If you have a favorite recipe or one that your friends and family frequently ask 
you to share, please submit it to our “Recipe” column by putting it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox or e-mailing it to holycrss@mindspring.com.   
 

Carrot Salad 
Makes about 3 pints 

 

Slice and cook two (2) pounds of carrots in salted water. 
 

While carrots are cooking, mix the following ingredients: 
 

 1 cup sugar 
 ¾ cup vinegar 
 ½ cup oil 
 1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
 1 can tomato soup 
 1 small green pepper chopped 
 1 large onion chopped 
 1 tsp. prepared mustard 
 

Stir well so all are dissolved.  Add carrots while still hot and mix well.  Cool and 
refrigerate.   

mailto:Mvichiola@sbcglobal.net
mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
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COVENANT TO CARE CORNER 
Easter basket project  

begins late this month 
Easter falls early this year – on the 
last day of March, the 31st – so 
that means we will begin our 
annual request for Easter baskets 
on Sunday, Feb. 24.  When you 
come to Worship that day, look for 
the basket poster board in the 
narthex.  This poster will have 
bunny and egg tags, each with a 

name, age and 
gender of a child in 
the caseload of our 
“adopted” DCF social 

worker Mimose Ulysses-
Laurenard.  Select a tag and agree 
to put together an Easter basket 
filled with some goodies, a stuffed 
animal, small toys, etc.  The 
baskets will be due at the church 
no later than March 17.  This gives 
Mimose a couple weeks to 
personally deliver the baskets to 
each child.   
 

Thank you in advance for your 
willingness to help young people in 
our community who are in crisis 
and need and, more importantly, 
taking the opportunity to share 
God’s love with these children 
through something as simple as an 
Easter basket.   
 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
---CINDY CICCIA and 
   MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant-to-Care Liaisons 

 
 

TIE MYSTERY, PART II  
An update on the request 

for old and never-worn ties 
I was so pleased with the six bags 
of orphaned ties that found their 
way to my doorstep.  I was like a 
kid in a candy shop as I opened 
each  bag  and  went  through  the  
treasures inside.  
The ties were 
wonderful.  Truly 
“…another woman’s 
treasure.”  Some  
had a comical theme, some were 
lovely colors, and some I can 
understand why they were 
discarded.  All but three of the 75 
ties I auditioned for my project 

passed and they are looking great 
already.  
 

Thank you to Bob Burns, Joe 
Ciccia, Kerry Geffert, Bill Skoog, 
Bob Solaz and Andrew Struzik who 
cleaned out their closets and 
supplied me with the raw materials 
I need to complete my newest 
endeavor.  I am having a great 
time recycling your donations.  
---EDITH SKOOG 

 
 

 
BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy 
Cross family and worship at 
another church, be sure to drop off 
the service bulletin in the news-
letter box.  The bulletins submitted 
since Christmas came from: 
 

Diane Dietman, who worshiped on 
Christmas Eve at Community in 
Christ Lutheran Church in 
Cornelius, N.C. 
 

John Rosen, who worshiped on 
Christmas Eve at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church in Manhattan. 
 

Dan Senft, who was away on 
business in Florida and worshiped 
at Grace Lutheran in Naples. 
 

Nancy Sabol, who shared worship 
folders from Church of the Holy 
Spirit in San Antonio, Tex., and 
Church of Saint John in Darien.  

 
 
SKILL-SHARING SEMINARS 
After a break, are you  

ready for more in 2013? 
The creation of Skill-Sharing 
Seminars in 2012 was one of the 
year’s well-liked hits.  The concept 
of having a church member, who 
would be considered an expert in a 
certain skill or interest, holding a 
seminar or workshop went over 
pretty well.  
 

You would have had to pay some 
good money to get these folks to 
conduct a seminar, but our expert 
members donated their time, and 
only asked for a donation to help 

send money to our debt-reduction 
income.  But there doesn’t need to 
be a money element to these 
seminars.  Just a leader and a 
group of involved “students.” 
 

For the concept of Skill-Sharing to 
live on in 2013, we need more 
members to step forward and 
volunteer to hold a class and help 
educate fellow members in a skill 
they are proficient in.  We’ve had a 
long stretch since the last SSS was 
held in 2012, so I welcome anyone 
to contact me to get scheduled for 
2013.  Don’t be timid about 
stepping forward.  The main goal 
of SSS is to get members together 
in a social setting and learn 
something about each other as 
well as the area of expertise being 
covered.  And as a reminder, the 
seminar cannot be done for 
personal gain; any fee charged 
must be used as a donation to the 
church for loan reduction. 
 

I look forward to hearing from 
prospective skill-sharers.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WINTER-WEATHER NOTICE 
 

The winter season continues, and 
we remind you that occasionally 
worship services are canceled due 
to snowy and/or icy conditions. 
 

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A 
10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE. 
 

Before you venture out, look/listen 
for a possible cancellation on:  

 WICC radio (AM 600); 

 www.wicc600.com (navigate to 
the CT Weather Cancellations 
link and go to “Public Org”); 

 WTNH-TV (channel 8); 

 Phone the church – 203-268-7555; 

 or if you signed up for the “e-mail 
blast” system, check your e-mail. 

 

 

http://www.wicc600.com/
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COMMENTARY 
Thrivent Financial for  

Lutherans, or perhaps not 
The observations that follow are 
primarily intended for Holy Cross’ 
Thrivent members, but they should 
be of interest to others as well. 
 

As our congregation’s advocate 
representing Holy Cross within 
Thrivent’s Western Connecticut 
Chapter, I have been asked by a 
couple of members about a pro-
posed name change to be voted on 
by our Thrivent members later this 
spring.  Probably most of you are 
not even aware of this potentially 
significant change.  Honestly, I don’t 
know enough yet to make a final 
decision to vote “No” or “Yes.”  If I 
am required to decide on the 
information I presently have, I must 
vote “No.” This is primarily because 
I don’t know, and I submit Thrivent 
really doesn’t know, yet, how this 
change will affect the fraternal 
aspect of Thrivent.  I can assure you 
it will affect the bottom line or else 
Thrivent wouldn’t be doing it. 
 

Why is this important to Holy 
Cross?  For starters, consider that 
during 2012 Holy Cross received 
more than $7,700 in fraternal 
support of our ministry at home and 
the community, including Tuesday 
suppers, N2N, Choice Dollars for 
Holy Cross, Mission Quilters, Dorcas’ 
projects, and so on.  True, during 
2013 there will be no significant 
change in available funding, but 
what about 2014 and following 
years?   Maybe, though, we need to 
stop and investigate the main 
subject—name change, including 
the “why”—before we go on. 
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is 
considered by the IRS as a 
Fraternal Organization whose 
“profits” are not taxed.  Thrivent is 
actually a mid-500 U.S. corporation 
and is the largest, dollar-wise, 
fraternal organization in the country.  
Its profits are considerable.  Our 
fraternal status is defined by our 
articles of incorporation, which must 
identify and limit services to a 
specific group of people of some 
specified commonality.  Accordingly, 
all  Thrivent  members  must  be  
 

 

Lutheran, or at least, “cross your 
fingers,” Lutheran.  Our leadership 
in Appleton, Wis., wishes to 
redefine our commonality to not just 
the Lutheran denomination but to 
the Christian religion.  Thus the new 
name would be “Thrivent Financial 
for Christians.”  Financial products 
could then be offered to anyone (or 
by anyone) who defines himself as 
Christian, even the cross-your-
fingers types. 
 

So why should you have a problem 
with this?  First, because it is being 
done primarily for bottom-line 
reasons even though you won’t read 
that specifically in anything I’ve seen 
so far from Appleton headquarters.  
Secondly, because this is a 
culmination of Thrivent’s drift from a 
local fraternal mindset to a business 
mindset ever since its inception with 
the merger of Aid Association for 
Lutherans and Lutheran Brother-
hood two decades ago.  The number 
of people who call themselves 
Lutheran has been steadily 
decreasing, and therefore the poten-
tial “customer” base is shrinking as 
well.  Add to this the fact that 
Lutherans today are not as “loyal” to 
their denomination as in the past.  
Thus today for many Lutherans there 
is no reason to purchase insurance 
from Thrivent over against, say, New 
York Life, all things being equal, all 
things including the supposedly 
fraternal goals of Thrivent. 
 

So a name change makes sense to 
Wall Street and to those who think 
all Christians should be one 
denomination anyway. However, 
from a fraternal-benefit standpoint, I 
don’t think so.  (Interestingly, 
Lutheran Brotherhood was even 
legally called “The Lutheran 
Brotherhood Legal Reserve Fraternal 
Benefit Society.”)   So as things 
stand today, I will be voting “No” to 
the name change and what would 
possibly result.  I recommend you 
pay attention to what you receive 
from Thrivent concerning the 
“advantages” of the name change 
before you vote as I will not be 
supporting it as they intend all 
congregational advocates to do. 
 

---DON MEYER  
   Thrivent Congregation Advocate 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
Are you or someone you 

know in need of prayer? 
Our Prayer Circle offers an 
opportunity to unite in prayer with 
our Holy Cross family beyond our 
regular worship services.  Anyone 
may initiate a prayer 
request for supplication 
or thanksgiving.  To 
request a prayer you 
may make one of the 
following contacts: 
 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or 
phone the church office: 
holycrss@mindspring.com or 
203-268-4555.  Requests 
received after 2 p.m. (Monday-
Friday) will be circulated on the 
next business day. 

 

▪ When the office is closed, you 
may contact Don Meyer by 
phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-
mail delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

Whether you phone or e-mail, your 
prayer request will be circulated to 
all the faithful prayer partners on 
our e-mail Prayer Circle.  
 

You are also sincerely invited to be 
part of the Prayer Circle.  To have 
your name and e-dress added to 
the Circle, please contact the 
church office or Don Meyer. 
 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 

Book of Timothy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net

