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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
We can’t be complacent  

in a challenging world 
I begin with Happy New Year 
greetings to all Holy Cross members 
and friends.  The Year 2012 was 
quite an eventful one for our church, 
and 2013 should be, too, but 
hopefully for different reasons.  I am 
optimistic that this year can be one of 
personal and spiritual growth for all of 
us as well as an overall growth in our 
church membership and in individual 
sacrificial living and giving.  
 

With that thought, let me bring up 
the names Tychicus, Trophimus, 
Epaphroditus, Onesimus, Barnabas, 
Aristarchus, Epaphras, Archippus 
and Timothy.  You have likely heard 
these names in a Bible reading at 
church, but they didn’t make a big 
impression.  Don’t worry, I’m not 
going to give you a lesson on each 
person now, but you should get to 
know these people.  And, more 
importantly, you should try to be like 
them. Because of what these 
people meant during New 
Testament times, they could just as 
easily be first names of fellow 
members at Holy Cross today.  And 
because of what they did, they 
serve as an example even today of 
people we should emulate.  
 

Let me explain. Some of these 
people were saints; some were 
bishops; some accompanied and 
assisted Paul during his missionary 
journeys; some helped church 
leaders and some became leaders; 
one of them, Onesimus, became a 
Christian convert while in prison. 
Some of these Christians were 
thought to be part of the 70/72 
disciples we read about in Luke 
Chapter 10.  
 

We are told, or can come to our 
own conclusion, that these people  
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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
Reviving the Blessing of Homes at Epiphany a church tradition 

 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went  
before them until it came to rest over the place where the  

child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy.  And going into the house they saw the child 

with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
 

‒ From the Gospel for the  
Feast of the Epiphany 

 

“And going into the house...”  Not long after His birth, the Christ Child 
moved from a barn to a house.  How blessed that house must have been 
to shelter the precious Lord Jesus! 
 

Surely one’s home is a special place – whether it be a 
large center hall colonial, a sprawling contemporary, a 
pleasant ranch, a cozy Cape Cod, or a comfy 
apartment.  We want it to be a place of shelter and 
security, safety and nurture, joy and love, contentment 
and peace. 
 

During the month of January I would like to once again revive an old 
tradition of the Church – the Blessing of Homes at Epiphany (we did it here 
at Holy Cross over a decade ago).  Though not particularly commonplace 
in our Lutheran tradition, it is a wonderful practice.  It will serve the dual 
purpose of providing me the opportunity to make a pastoral visit in your 
home while bringing you the blessing of the Lord.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available in the narthex for you to make an appointment with me. 
 

Though certainly not “required,” I do hope you will avail yourself of this 
opportunity to have your home blessed.  Afternoons and evenings will be 
available.  Until then, I will...   
 

See you in Worship in the HOUSE of the Lord! 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Emil Witschy 
 
 
 

    HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN  
    ANNUAL MEETING 

 

    Sunday, January 27, at 11:45 a.m. 
   (Inclement weather date:  Sunday, February 3 at 11:45 a.m.) 
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Tuesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day 
 1:00 p.m. Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal, Bridgeport (cooking begins at 11 a.m.) 
 

Sunday, January 6 – The Epiphany of Our Lord  
 Our regular Worship schedule – 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 11:45 a.m. –  Un-decorate the church following the 10:30 service 
 

Thursday, January 10 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Monday, January 21 
 9:00 a.m. –  Skill-Sharing: Bread-Making Class 
 

Saturday, January 26 
 3:00 p.m. –  Baroque to Modern on Main Concert Series 
  Third of five concerts in the series 
 

Sunday, January 27 
 11:45 a.m. –  Holy Cross Lutheran Annual Meeting begins immediately 
  following the 10:30 Worship service 
  (Inclement weather back-up date is Feb. 3) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pewhclc@mindspring.com 

Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 
Parsonage:  6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611   Phone:  203-268-1722 

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

PASTOR:  Emil A. Witschy 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Dr. Elina Christova 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Cliff Schrock 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Tom Schleier 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Michele Van Wart 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Pastor Emil A. Witschy 

NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 

NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
Please make these changes 

to phone/address directory 
This is an update to the most 
recent Holy Cross membership 
directory (gold cover) released in 
August 2011: 
 

Tina (and Brad) Batoh 
(new address and e-dress) 
833 Summer Street 
Unit #2F 
Stamford, CT 06901 
christina.batoh@gmail.com 
 

Dorothy Schweitzer 
(new address and phone) 
Wesley Village 
241 Wesley Heights 
Shelton, CT 06484 
(203) 929-1597  
(remove e-mail address) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
By English poet 

Edith Lovejoy Pierce 
“We will open the book.  Its pages are 

blank.  We are going to put words on 

them ourselves.  The book is called 

Opportunity and it’s first chapter is 

New Year’s Day.” 
---Reprinted with permission from 
The NewsletterNewsletter © 2013 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the February edition.  The 
deadline for all 
articles is Tuesday, 
Jan. 15.  Please 
submit articles to 
the newsletter mailbox, or send 
them via e-mail to:   

holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.   
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/


3   
 

 

-

: – :

! 

?

?

- ?

: 

:

@

- -

:

@

- -
 
 

“President,” continued from Page 1 
 

encouraged one another, built each other up, attended to each other, assisted 
each other, and were fellow laborers for spreading Christ’s name. They were 
caregivers for each other’s spiritual and physical well-being.  
 
And it’s because of this unity in purpose for the glory of God, Paul would start 
so many of his letters in an almost delirious frenzy of love and encouragement, 
such as this from Chapter 1 of Philippians: 
 
“I thank God every time I remember you. And I always pray for all of you with 
joy. I thank God for the help you gave me while I preached the Good News. 
You helped from the first day you believed until now. God began doing a good 
work in you. And he will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ comes 
again. I am sure of that. And I know that I am right to think like this about all of 
you. I am sure because I have you in my heart. All of you share in God’s grace 
with me.” 
 
There are many great things going on at Holy Cross, so many that I think Paul 
could address a letter to God’s holy people in Christ Jesus who worship at Holy 
Cross and echo many of the sentiments above. Yet there is so much more 
potential here that we’re missing. We have so many members who don’t 
attend church, who don’t share their God-given talents to help Holy Cross 
through their deeds and their gifts, and we all 
suffer because of it.  
 
This month we will have our Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, Jan. 27, and we will certainly have 
moments on the agenda when we will 
struggle to discuss our budget and who our next leaders are going to be. Well, 
both of those issues, and many more that hold us back, could be solved by the 
people we already have here at Holy Cross. The phrase that comes to mind is 
to “extend yourself.” Each person needs to assess where they are in their 
relationship with God and church, and then step up a notch. Challenge 
yourself. That’s what life is about. That’s how we improve. That’s how we make 
Holy Cross better and thriving. When we as individuals stop trying to make 
ourselves better, we waste an opportunity to use the skills and brains and 
talents God has given us.   
 
Learn more about people such as the ones I mentioned earlier, and learn how 
to be active for Jesus and for Holy Cross. Be active for the church leaders, and 
become one yourself. And then you’ll be able to hear Paul’s words resound in 
your head that you too are a “dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, 
devoted to the work of Christ.” 
 
I look forward to continuing to work with my Holy Cross family in being God’s 
servants in our Trumbull community. And I look forward to seeing all of you start 
the New Year by being at our Annual Meeting and helping us make decisions on 
our affairs.  (Relatedly, see the Financial Secretary’s report on Page 10.) 
 

Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ:  
Turning Challenges to Triumphs 
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 

 
 

WORDS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
By American statesman and lawyer Dean Acheson 
“Always remember that the future comes one day at a time.” 

---Reprinted with permission from Editor’s Clip Sheets © 2013 
 

mailto:ljfinch@earthlink.net
mailto:CLC717@gmail.com
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YOUR BOARD/YOUR TEAM 
This person shows how  

you can find the time to give 
This is No. 10 in a series of articles 
that will highlight the people 
serving on your Board of Directors. 
Through their volunteer work 
performed in an already hectic 
personal schedule, they 
demonstrate to all our members 
that you can indeed find time to 
give back and serve your church 
no matter how busy. This month’s 

Board member is Social Ministry 

Director Cindy Ciccia. 
 

It’s been nearly a year now that 
I’ve been writing about our Board 
of Directors members, and in 
looking back at who I’ve 
highlighted, I feel like I could use 
the term “Dream Team” to 
describe the people working with 
me to help make the future 
decisions that affect Holy Cross.  
 

But, this being an Annual Meeting 
month, I want to note that I am 
certainly aware that so many more 
of you have the potential to be 
Dream Teamers yourself, so don’t 
think for a second that I feel the 
Board members we have now are 
the end of who we can have lead 
Holy Cross.  
 

But let’s get to this month’s 
subject. As I enter Year 2 of my 
President’s term, I will always hold 
Cindy up in high esteem for doing 
a rare thing among church leaders: 
she volunteered to lead. When 
Sherry Duff moved out of the area 
more than a year ago, Cindy came 
forward to fulfill the rest of Sherry’s 
term. And then Cindy said “yes” to 
being listed as the Social Ministry 
candidate for this month’s election. 
Leading Social Ministry is no easy 
“yes” answer. That commission is 
so crazy busy with the most groups 
of any commission; to oversee it is 
a huge challenge, yet Cindy does it 
quite smoothly, or at least she 
makes it look smooth.  

All of this, of course, is something 
we’ve come to expect from Cindy. 
Anyone who has seen her 
helpfulness as a Covenant to Care 
liaison (with Mary Schrock) and the 
excellent programs she puts 
together for the fall Prayer 
Breakfast/Artists event, has seen 
the great effort she puts into 
anything she does.  
 

The Social Ministry position is the 
first one Cindy has taken as a 
Board member, but she has been 
quite active before that and in 
addition to CTC. She has been a 
Sunday School teacher, VBS 
teacher, works on Altar Guild and 
is a delegate to the Council of 
Churches of Greater Bridgeport.  
 

And like so many other Board 
members, she does all this while 
having a busy personal life as wife 
to Joe and mother to Ashley and 
Nicole. Just ask Cindy and Joe 
how their schedules are in disarray 
from trying to get to as many of 
Nicole’s field-hockey games and 
you’ll see people who try to 
balance a ton of events while 
making sure not to ignore being 
active for their church.  
 

As noted, this is Cindy’s first Board 
position, but I suspect she’ll be 
active in whatever capacity she 
chooses. Here is her answer to the 
question, What satisfaction do 
you get from serving your 
church? “I enjoy serving alongside 
a team of dedicated individuals and 
seeing the impact that our 
outreach programs have within our 
congregation and community.” 
 

Thank you, Cindy, for your service 
and devotion to your church. 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Board President 
 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Serve the Lord by serving  

the needy a welcome meal 
“It’s a sobering experience,” 
described David as he collected 
tickets from each Community 
Supper recipient.  Usually David 
washes dishes, especially those 
recalcitrant ones to “give a break” 

to St. John’s members who show 
up every Tuesday to clean up.  
There was a shortage of servers 
so he, as well as a St. John 
member, was recruited to assist.  
He noted that many were grateful 
for the hearty and warm meal.  As 
many of the 65 people left, they 
came by with a grateful “Thank 
you” or “God bless you.”  Earlier at 
cook-preparation time, only Nancy 
Sabol arrived.  It 
meant she was in 
charge of making 
the macaroni and 
cheese, a first for 
her.  Gratefully, 
Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez 
showed up a bit early to slice ham 
and get things out on the serving 
tables.  December is hectic, so we 
understood that in addition to 
Marissa and Alexis, only Jim Leslie, 
Joey and Laurie Vaitkus, and two 
Grace Lutheran-Stratford members, 
Fred Perry and Diane H. Hintz, 
could spare the time to serve. 
 

The first Tuesday of January is 
New Year’s Day 2013!  Please 
note these special times: We will 
meet to cook at 11 a.m. and serve 
at 1 p.m.  Please sign up AND 
speak to us personally if you plan 
to help. 
 

Preparing and serving the meal on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
St. John’s Episcopal is a mission 
that falls under Holy Cross’ Social 
Ministry Commission.  Money 
collected at our special collection 
on the first Sunday of every month 
is supplemented by Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans.  If you are 
making out a check, make it 
payable to Holy Cross Lutheran 
with “community supper” in the 
memo section and put it in the 
red/white wood box in the back of 
the sanctuary.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
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INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond;  

we’d love your input 
Our winter-related question—“If 
snow could fall in any flavor, what 
flavor would you choose?”—didn’t 
generate too many answers, but 
the responses we did get were fun.  
We had eight different and creative 
answers.  Now if we could just get 
a significant snowfall and hope for 
some tasty snowflakes!  The 
answers this month are listed in 
alphabetical order by first name. 
 

Andrew Struzik:  “Steak with 
sautéed mushrooms and onions 
and maybe a glass of 
merlot.” 
 

Bill Skoog:  “Vanilla-
flavored.” 
 

Cliff Schrock:  “I’d 
want something that 
matches up with the 
cold air, so I’ll go with 
mint chocolate chip ice cream, my 
favorite flavor.” 
 

Edith Skoog:  “Pistachio-flavored.” 
 

Pastor Emil Witschy:  “Chocolate.  
Can it be anything else?!” 
 

Emily Struzik:  “Orange Tic Tac 
flavor or cherry Tic Tac.” 
 

Lydia Struzik:  “Peppermint, of 
course, cool and refreshing.” 
 

Mary Schrock:  “A mixture of 
snowflakes that taste like coconut 
and dark chocolate, like a dark-
chocolate Mounds

®
 bar.” 

 
Our next Question of the Month 
shouldn’t require any thinking like 
this flavored-snowflake question 
did, so let’s double or triple the 
amount of answers we normally 
get:  “What is the ‘wallpaper’ on 
your computer?” 
 
All answers will appear in the 
February edition. The deadline is 
Tuesday, January 15.  You can 
submit your answer in one of two 
ways: Via e-mail to the office at 
holycrss@mindspring.com or by 
writing your answer on a 3-by-5-
inch card and putting it in the 
“Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row,  
 

 

far left).  Make sure to include your 
name.  We look forward to hearing 
a lot of different answers as we get 
to know little tidbits about members 
of our Holy Cross family. 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor   
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
Just a short recap on  

our late fall activities 
Christmas care packages were 
sent to college students for 
December arrival. The December 
9th combined Gingerbread House-
making and decorating-the-
sanctuary activity was well 
attended.  Thank you to Katy 
Bomann for organizing the 
gingerbread house event and for 
making sure we all had lunch and 
snacks.  I think there were about 
50 or so people 
who enjoyed fellow-
ship, food and fun! 
 

Thank you to all 
who made soup for 
the Advent Soup Suppers, as well 
as those who helped set up and 
clean up for these three suppers.  
Thank you also to the Skoogs for 
making bread and setting up the 
coffee.  If you haven’t been to a 
soup supper I encourage you to 
attend the Lenten Soup Suppers 
(beginning in mid-February).  This 
is another great way to share 
fellowship. 
 

The preceding month, on Nov. 18, 
we had a bowling event at Nutmeg 
Bowl with four families attending.  
Did you know that Pastor is quite 
the bowler?  He even has his own 
bag, ball and shoes! 
---DONNA BOGEN 
 
 

 

 

SKILL-SHARING SEMINARS 
One opening remains for 

January bread-making class  
Monday, January 21 (Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day), will be the next 
Bread-Making Skill-Sharing Class, 
beginning at 9 a.m.  There is one 
(1) opening.  Come to this 
adventure in working with yeast 
dough and go home with  
four (4) different  
breads from two  
different dough  
recipes.  You will  
love the experience.   
Ask some of the alumni of the 
classes that were held this past 
fall.  A supply list will be given to 
you for things to bring along for the 
class.  This will not only be a 
learning experience but a fund-
raising event for the “Share the 
Hope Fund” debt reduction.  There 
is a $25 charge for the class that 
will go to that fund.   
 

If you are interested in participating 
on Jan. 21, please contact me at 
203-268-2774 or by e-mail at 
skoog86@sbcglobal.net.  (See 
related article on Page 8.) 
---EDITH SKOOG 
 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Food pantry we support  

has many urgent needs 
Summerfield has noted a great 
need for the following items – 

cooking oil, flour, 
sugar, tuna, oatmeal, 
instant hot cereals 
such as Cream of 
Wheat

®
 and oatmeal, 

cold cereals, canned 
soups and instant-soup mixes, 
corned beef hash, canned pastas, 
baked beans, pasta, sauce, 
macaroni & cheese, canned spinach, 
as well as all other canned veget-
ables, boxed corn bread and muffin 
mixes, shelf-stable low-fat milk, condi-
ments (including pickles), canned 
fruit and rice. Also needed are baby 
food, baby clothes, diapers, bar soap, 
tissues, toothbrushes and tooth-
paste.  Summerfield is also taking 
clean, gently-used, folded winter 
clothes for men, women and children. 
---MARIE MORRIS 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:skoog86@sbcglobal.net
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BREAKFAST AND ARTISTS 
Special Saturday in November had many highlights 
We had a wonderful morning at the Breakfast and Artists program on 
November 17.  The 71 guests in attendance enjoyed shopping for a variety of 
different items from 12 artists.  Before eating from the delicious hot and cold 
breakfast buffet, we were treated to a duet from Kaeleen Boivie and her friend 
Maggie of “Over My Head” by Brian Littrell.  Our guest speaker this year, 
Randye Kaye, was sincere yet entertaining as she shared her story of love and 
life while coping with her son’s mental illness.  Before the program was over, 
people were eager to purchase her book and Randye held a book-signing.   
The morning ended with three door-prize raffles.  We would like to thank the 
many volunteers who helped to make this year’s program a success; their 
names are listed in the Thank You column on Page 9.  
---CINDY CICCIA 
 
 

HOLY CROSS ELECTIONS 
We are called to serve and feel a sense of Christian fulfillment 
As God’s people, we are given many “calls” in life. We are called to be His 
children, we’re called to serve as Jesus served, and we’re called to spread the 
Good News.  
 

How does hearing the call and being a church member go together? As a 
Christian, it should be in our faith DNA to want to react and do something, 
anything, to be a sharing and caring person for the cause of Jesus.  
 

In the last several years, however, answering the call to 
church service for many members has been like the 
way some of us feel when we get a call at home and 
there is no caller I.D. We’re afraid of who’s at the other 
end. When you’re asked to serve the church as an 
officer or commission member, are you afraid to 
“answer the call” because someone is at the other end and you are worried 
you’ll have to talk with someone and come up with an answer?  
 

Holy Cross is at a key moment where new leaders and officers need to step up 
to continue Holy Cross’ outreach well into the future. As we approach the 
January Annual Meeting elections, some of you may be asked to run for office, 
thus challenging your comfort zone to help lead us into the years ahead.  
 

Please, as our nominating-process takes place, if you are approached for 
running in the January election, seriously consider answering the call. And the 
same goes if you are approached to be on a commission. The life and future of 
your church, Holy Cross, depends on your involvement.  
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
 
 

PRESCHOOL 
2013-2014 school year registration begins Jan. 14 
Preschool registration begins Monday, January 14, for the 
2013-2014 school year.  Just as a reminder, we offer 
programs for 3- to 5-year-old children, including a Pre-K 
class.  We will continue to offer both part-day and full-day 
programs that run during the school year, as well as the 
summer.  Church members receive a 10-percent discount on monthly tuition.  
If you are interested in scheduling a visit and/or registering your child, phone or e-
mail me at 203-268-6471, mglennonhccp@mindspring.com. 
---MICHELE GLENNON 
   Preschool Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER-WEATHER NOTICE 
 

The winter season is here, and we 
remind you that occasionally 
worship services are canceled due 
to snowy and/or icy conditions. 
 

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A 
10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE. 
 

Before you venture out, look/listen 
for a possible cancellation on:  

 WICC radio (AM 600); 

 www.wicc600.com (navigate to 
Cancellations in the left column, 
go to “Public Org”); 

 WTNH-TV (channel 8); 

 Phone the church at 203-268-
7555; 

 or if you signed up for the “e-mail 
blast” system, check your e-mail. 

 

 
 
PRAYER CIRCLE 
Are you or someone you 

know in need of prayer? 
Our Prayer Circle offers an 
opportunity to unite in prayer with 
our Holy Cross family 
beyond our regular worship 
services.  To request a 
prayer you may make one 
of the following contacts: 
 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or 
phone the church office: 
holycrss@mindspring.com or 
203-268-4555.  Requests 
received after 2 p.m. (Monday-
Friday) will be circulated on the 
next business day. 

 

▪ When the office is closed, you 
may contact Don Meyer by 
phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-
mail delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 

http://www.wicc600.com/
mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net
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OUR FLOCK  
Christian caring and  

praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission's 
“FYI” column letting our members 
know for whom we have prayed 
during our recent worship services.  
Please continue to remember 
these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Paul 

Carlson, with a blood cancer; Ron 

Dietman; Linda Ligouri, under-

going cancer treatment; JoAnne 

Meyer; Anita Schoch, with chronic 

back pain; Dorothy Schweitzer, for 
comfort and healing with new 
health issues she is experiencing; 

Lydia Struzik, recovering from hip-
replacement surgery; Irving Van 
Wart; and for the homebound – 

Emma Fengler, George Jacobs 

and Harvey Pomerenk. 
 

We prayed for our family and 

friends: Myles Abraku, 7-
year-old son of a co-worker of 
Pat Deloge, recovering from 
surgeries/skin graft on his leg, 
which was crushed in an 

accident; Gail Agria, battling breast 

cancer; Carmella Andersen, friend 
of Diane Dietman, going through 

treatment for breast cancer; Doc 

DeVed; Sarah Falvey, Jen Witschy’s 
aunt, being treated for breast 

cancer; Judie Froehlich; Kay 

Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering 

from essential tremors; Helga 

Holley, friend of Paul Hagberg, 

suffering with breast cancer; Amber 

Jones, friend of the Gefferts, 
struggling with personal issues.  
 

We prayed, too, for Betty Kessler; 

Jim Keurulainen, following open 

heart surgery; Claire Leslie, Jim’s 

mother; Joseph Malay, Richard 
Skoog’s father-in-law, struggling 
with radiation and chemo treat-

ments for lung cancer; Anthony 

Masi, 15-year-old neighbor of the 
Struziks, recovering from a broken 

neck; Gerett Mendez, friend of the 
Mones family, recovering from a 
massive stroke that occurred in 

November 2005; Joan Meyer, friend 
of the Dietmans, rehabbing following 

knee replacement surgery; Kylie 

Middlemass, Anita Beer’s grand-

daughter, responding well to 
various therapies as she works 
through the difficulties of autism; 

Nancy Nurenberg, friend of the 
Dietmans, recovering from a 

cardiac procedure; Chris O’Brien, 
friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, 
paralyzed as a result of an accident. 
 

We prayed also for Linda Resnick, 
friend of the Bogen family, under-
going chemotherapy for breast 

cancer; Suzanne Rocca, a close 
friend of Donna Senft, for comfort 
and healing with her new health 

issues; Joey Senft, cousin of the 
Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 

disease); Jen Smith, friend of 
Joelle Schrock, hospitalized and 
being treated for a virus that has 
adversely affected her brain and 

motor skills; Mike Stachura, friend 
of the Schrocks, who is having 

promising results from a new 
treatment for his kidney cancer; 

Campbell Taft, 3-year-old son 
of a friend of the Schrocks, 
battling brain cancer and the 
effects of treatment on his growth; 

Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of 
the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; 

Mike Tavares, friend of John and 
Pat Deloge, battling side effects of 

Valley Fever; Andy Turnbull, 
Scott’s brother, in remission from 
leukemia; the family and friends of 

Molly Turnbull, Scott’s mom, who 
was called home to the Lord; and 

Viola Way, friend of the Bogens, 
who recently suffered a stroke. 
 

We prayed for the safety and well 
being of our military personnel: 

Raymond Phillips serving in the 
Army overseas.   
 

If your friend or family member is 
on this list, be sure to keep us 
updated on his or her progress.  
When you have prayer requests, 
deliver them to Pastor Witschy for 
prayers during our worship 
services, and the Shepherds’ 
Commission will include the 
requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be 
included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, 
please provide your name and e-
mail address to the church office. 
 

---JON HALLS 
   Shepherds’ Commission 

 
 
 
 

 
 

IN THE MAILBAG  
From Donna Senft 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I wish to thank you all for your 
caring and thoughtfulness, after 
experiencing one of life’s “LITTLE 
HICCUPS.”  Your many calls, 
cards, thoughts and prayers have 
touched me deeply and have kept 
me positive and grateful for God’s 
many blessings.  
 

Fondly, 
 

---DONNA SENFT 

 

           
 
Editor’s Note:  During Hurricane 
Sandy the Seafarers guest house, 
along with transportation vans, 
were damaged.  A collection was 
taken during the Breakfast & Artists 
program on Nov. 17.  This thank 
you note arrived in early December: 
 

From Seafarers and 

International House 
 

A message from Ruth Setaro 
 

Please tell your board and 
committee that the basket for 
seafarers was very generous – 
$157 was donated.  The candy will 
go into our Christmas-at-the-Sea 
bags; thank you so much for that 
also.  It is a big help not to have to 
buy all these things.  We hope we 
can fill a lot of Christmas bags 
again this year. 
 

Peace, 
 

---RUTH SETARO 
   Port Chaplain 
   Seafarers & International House 
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COVENANT TO CARE CORNER 
Thirty-two children in need  

receive Christmas gifts 
Following the services on Sunday, 
Nov. 25, we presented to you the 
annual Covenant to Care for 
Children (CCC) “Giving Tree,” 
which included on it ornament tags 
with the names of 32 children that 
are in the case load of our 
congregation’s adopted DCF social 
worker, Mimose Ulysses 
Laurenard.  It was fun for us to see 
our fellow members huddled 
around our tree poster to select a 
child for whom to purchase a 
Christmas gift.  Your enthusiasm is 
heart-warming!  We even had 
donations of Christmas wrapping 
paper, ribbons and bows.  Thank 
you, thank you! 
 

Our congregation’s response to 
help these 32 children is truly 
unselfish, especially when we are 
all being pulled in different 
directions with our “time and 
treasures.”   Between the gifts and  

gift-wrapping 
supplies, 

approximately 
$900 worth of 
“goods” were  

donated by our church to children 
being serviced by this outreach 
ministry.  The day Mimose came to 
pick up the gifts, she brought with 
her a new DCF social worker who 
is not yet matched with a church 
through the CCC program and 
wanted to see firsthand the results 
of our congregation’s Giving Tree.  
Both Mimose and her co-worker 
were truly overwhelmed with Holy 
Cross’ generosity.  After her van 
was loaded with the gifts for her to 
deliver to the children in her 
caseload, Mimose gave Mary a 
long hug of thanks to pass along to 
everyone at Holy Cross.  
 

We thank the following people who 
took part in our Christmas “Giving 
Tree” project:  Kim and Jim Atkinson, 
the Antoniou Family, the Bogen 
Family, the Boivie Family, Mike and 
Sabine Bonnar, Bob and Carol 
Burns, John and Pat Deloge, Diane 
Dietman, Donna DiLalla, Lorraine 
and Jim Finch, Kerry and Karen 
Geffert, George and Joy Hermes,  

 

Gary and Donna Jackson, Jesse and 
Bob Kravecs, the LaSalle Family, 
Deb and Jim Leslie, the Liptack 
Family, Dieter and Ingrid Leibold, 
Kendra Norman, the Pollex Family, 
the Rentz Family, the Rodriguez 
family, John Rosen, Nancy Sabol, 
Cliff and Mary Schrock, the Struzik 
family, the Vaitkus Family, Rick and 
Michele Van Wart, and Pastor and 
Amy Witschy. 
 

Along with the 32 gifts, we gave 
Mimose two large bags of hats, 
scarves and mittens that were 
donated by our members in result 
of an outreach project headed by 
our Sunday School.  Thank you!! 
 

Our next CCC project – Easter 
baskets – may kick-off as early as 
late February as Easter falls on 
March 31. 
 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
---CINDY CICCIA and 
   MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant-to-Care Liaisons 

 
 

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR 
A valuable service needs 

your help and involvement 
Neighbor to Neighbor is a program 
that provides non-medical, in-home 
services to our older or disabled 
members.  We can provide assist- 
ance with 
transport-
tation to 
appointments, 
help with  
grocery shopping, do minor home 
maintenance tasks, etc.  If you 
would like assistance or wish to 
become a volunteer, please contact 
Jim Finch at Holy Cross or phone 
Jeanette Harris, N2N Volunteer 
Coordinator at 203-275-8780. 
---JIM FINCH 
 
 

SKILL-SHARING SEMINARS 
After a break, are you  

ready for more in 2013? 
The creation of Skill-Sharing 
Seminars in 2012 was one of the 
year’s well-liked hits. The concept 
of having a church member, who 
would be considered an expert in a 
certain skill or interest, holding a  

 

seminar or workshop went over 
pretty well.  
 

We began with a golf session in 
the early summer on June 23, 
followed in September by Edith 
Skoog and bread-making, and Otto 
Atkinson and antiques, and in 
October by Sabine Bonnar and 
watercolor painting. (Unfortunately, 
a valiant effort to have a 
scrapbooking day did not get off 
the ground.)  
 

You would have had to pay some 
good money to get these folks 
(except the golf teacher!) to 
conduct a seminar, but our expert 
members donated their time, and 
only asked for a donation to help 
send money to our debt-reduction 
income. But there doesn’t need to 
be a money element to these 
seminars. Just a leader and a 
group of involved “students.” 
 

I heard and experienced a lot of 
great responses to what our expert 
members did, and by and large 
there was good interest. The 
bread-makers produced some 
awesome “eats,” and hopefully 
many of you saw how well our 
artists did in Sabine’s class with a 
display of their paintings in the 
narthex display case.  
 

For the concept of Skill-Sharing to 
live on in 2013, we need more 
members to step forward and 
volunteer to hold a class and help 
educate fellow members in a skill 
they are proficient in. We’ve had a 
break at the end of 2012, but I 
welcome anyone to contact me to 
get a schedule going for 2013.  (See 
story on Page 5.)  Don’t be timid 
about stepping forward. The main 
goal of SSS is to get members 
together in a social setting and learn 
something about each other as well 
as the area of expertise being 
covered. And as a reminder, the 
seminar cannot be done for 
personal gain; any fee charged 
must be used as a donation to the 
church for loan reduction. 
 

I look forward to hearing from 
many of you.  
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
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…that all of the fabric 
the Mission Quilters 
use to make quilts  

is donated?  Some of 
the quilts this group 

made were presented to 
the new owners of 
several Habitat for 
Humanity houses. 

 

---A simple fact from our  
Social Ministry Commission 

 
 

 
BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy 
Cross family and worship at 
another church, be sure to drop off 
the service bulletin in the 
newsletter box.  The bulletins 
submitted within the past few 
weeks came from: 
 
 

Anita Schlaich-Schoch, who 
worshiped at St. Margaret Mary 
Church in Shelton upon the 
occasion of her grandson Derek 
Schlaich’s confirmation. 
 

Don, JoAnne and Andrea Meyer, 
who visited their son/brother 
Jonathan and his family and 
daughter/sister Pamela and her 
family in November and worshiped 
at Ascension Lutheran in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and Resurrection 
Anglican Church in  Woodstock, Ga. 

 
 

We come from different 

places in life, literally and 

figuratively, following the 

star to meet before the 

manger. Together, let us 

worship the newborn King. 
 

THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and 
talent our church members provide to do God’s 
work in our church and community.  If you have 
an item to include in this monthly “thank you” 
column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

Our first “thank you” comes from Cindy Ciccia, who coordinated the Nov. 17 
Breakfast and Artists program.  While we thanked Cindy in the December 
newsletter, we say again, “thank you,” and include her thank you— 
 

The Breakfast and Artists program would not have been possible without 

the help of a tremendous group of volunteers.  Thank you to:  Myrtle 

Anderson, Ashley Balaska, Tina Batoh, Donna Bogen, Kaeleen 

Boivie, Carol Burns, Joe Ciccia, Doris Dietman, Lorraine and Jim 

Finch, Maggie Fraser, Kerry Geffert, Christy LaSalle, Marissa and Alex 

Rodriguez, Joyce Roman, Mary Ann and Dave Schiller, Mary Schrock, 

Donna and DJ Senft, Edith Skoog, and Pastor and Amy Witschy. 
 

Thank you to our Artists:  Myrtle Anderson on behalf of the Dorcas 

Guild, Doris Bernt, Sabine Bonnar, Tina Batoh, Audrey Paray, Gail 

Rivera, DJ Senft, Edith and Bill Skoog, Laurie and Joey Vaitkus, and 

Amy Witschy. 
 

Thank you to those who donated fruit salads and baked goods. 
 

To Myrtle Anderson and Edith and Bill Skoog for collating the December 
newsletter, and to Bill and Edith for taking the mailing to the post office. 
 

To Edith and Bill Skoog and Doris Dietman for putting together the beautiful 
cornucopia display and food donation box and table for the Thanksgiving Eve service. 
 

To the Holy Cross members and friends who helped with either cooking or 
serving at the Dec. 4 Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  

Jim Leslie, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, Nancy Sabol and Joey and 

Laurie Vaitkus. 
 

To Cindy Ciccia for making a huge delivery of food and clothing to the food 
pantry we support at Summerfield United Methodist on Dec. 4.  Thank you also 

to Jim and Lorraine Finch for making a second December delivery to this 
pantry the week of the 17th. 
 

To Linda Suhr for helping during the month of December in the church office, 
especially giving extra of her time the week before Christmas. 
 

To all those who helped with the church decorating on Dec. 9 and special 

thanks to the Discipleship Commission for providing the refreshments.   
 

To Donna Bogen and Katy Bomann for coordinating the Gingerbread House 
Making activity on Dec. 9. 
 

To Edith and Bill Skoog for helping the church office with folding and collating 
the large number of bulletins prior to the Christmas Worship services. 
 
 

WORDS FOR A FRESH START 
Here are some fun and serious thoughts about the fresh start we receive with 
each new year of life in Christ:  
 

•  “Great ideas need landing gear as well as wings.”  —C.D. Jackson  
•  “Four steps to achievement: Plan purposefully.  Prepare prayerfully.   
    Proceed positively.  Pursue persistently.”  —William Arthur Ward  
•  “God gives us dreams a size too big so we can grow into them.” —Author Unknown  
•  “Nothing is impossible with God.” —Luke 1:37, NIV 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter © 2013 
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General Memorial Fund 
 

In memory of Edith Laflin 
 

Tom and Helen Mead and Family 

 
In memory of Frances Pundy 
 

Teamsters Local Union No. 677 

 
In memory of Shirley Schrock, 
Cliff’s mother 
 

Kerry and Karen Geffert 

William and Mary Ellen Hynd 

Clinton and Patricia Peterson 

Anthony and Patricia Scott 

Rick and Michele Van Wart 

 
In memory of Molly Turnbull, 
Scott’s mother 
 

Kerry and Karen Geffert 

 
Share the Hope Fund 
 

In memory of Shirley Schrock, 
Cliff’s mother 
 

David and Donna Bogen 

Joe and Cindy Ciccia 

Linda Suhr 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL NOTES 
Offerings update for  

the month of November 
A new year, full of new opportun-
ities.  Possibly some resolutions.  
But since I’m the Financial Secre-
tary, I want to focus on the oppor-
tunities.  Recently your Holy Cross 
Board of Directors deliberated the 
2013 budget we would put forward 
at our annual meeting, a budget full 
of opportunities.  A budget with 
opportunities based on priorities. 
 

In the same way, each of us has 
priorities for the new year.  We 
may not have consciously set them, 
but the ways in which we live our 
lives, and spend our time and 
money demonstrate them.  What 
are your top priorities for 2013?  
Seriously, what are they?  Write 

them in the margin of this page; I’ll 
wait a moment for you to do it… 
 

All done?  I’m guessing some 
derivation of “family” may be on 
your list. If you are not yet retired, 
“work” may be another.  Maybe you 
listed a new house, a new car or a 
big vacation. What about “faith”?  
 

When faith is a priority, how we 
spend our time and use our funds 
naturally follows  –  active involve- 
ment in a  
faith community,  
attendance  
at worship,  
first-fruit giving  
and joyful giving to name a few.  
To be sure, when faith is a priority, 
the rest of our lives are also 
affected – the example that we set 
for our friends, coworkers, children 
and grand-children.  The Financial 
Secretary stops bugging you. 
 
Make faith a priority for 2013.  
Dedicate your time and your talents 
to Holy Cross.  Help to make the 
opportunities in the Holy Cross 
budget a reality.  And trust in the 
Lord to take care of the rest. 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Total 2012 Offering Budget –  
$245,500 

 

Average Weekly Need in 2012 –  
$4,721.15 

 

November 2012 Offerings 
Week of: 
November 04 - $5,863.05 
November 11 - $3,731.73 
November 18 - $4,370.09 
November 25 - $4,725.55 

 
November Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,672.61 
 

October Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,344.58 
 

September Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,146.92 
 

August Average  
   Weekly Offering - $4,307.86 
 

July Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,003.88 
 

June Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,460.28 
 

May Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,080.75 
 

April Average  
   Weekly Offering – $4,633.90 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


