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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

In September we observe Labor Day, a legal holiday in honor of labor.  The Bible deals with labor in a variety of 
ways.  In Genesis 2:15 we read that “The Lord God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it.” (NIV)  It was part of God’s plan of creation to make human beings for work and provide work 
for them.  
 
Work is important for us.  It is important enough that we often answer questions like who or what we are by referring 
to our work.  We may answer in a number of different ways, such as I’m a teacher, or a plumber, or a carpenter, or 
an office manager, or a business owner, or a pastor, or a doctor or one of many 
other vocations.  No wonder people get depressed when they are without jobs and 
meaningful work to do.  Much of our self-esteem is tied in closely with our work.  
 
As God’s redeemed stewards we recognize that God has entrusted to us many 
things to manage and work with according to His will and plan.  To not be willing to 
work and still expect to receive good things is like stealing.  Ephesians 4:28 says, 
“He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share 
with those in need.” (NIV)  
 
Honest labor provides us with a sense of fulfillment and provides for our own needs 
and something extra to share with others who are in need.  The book of Ecclesiastes 
includes a number of passages like 2:24; 3:12-13; 22; 5:18-20 that encourage us to 
find joy in our work.  Work is a blessing from God and He gives us the time, talent and resources to do our work in a 
way that honors God and blesses others as well as ourselves.  The words of Hebrews 13:20-21 affirm this truth: 
“May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work 
in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” (NIV)  
 
So this September as many things like vacations are over and new things start up again – school, mission and 
ministry efforts in our congregation as well as other September activities – let’s remember that with the power of the 
Holy Spirit we can live and work as God’s redeemed stewards who freely and joyfully manage all of life and life’s 
resources for His purposes.  May we always be encouraged to give our very best when it comes to our financial gifts 
of love, the use of our time and talents, and our willing service at home, in our workplaces, in our communities and in 
our church family here at Holy Cross.  See you in Worship! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Wismar 
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Monday, September 3 – Labor Day (CHURCH OFFICE/PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 

 
Sunday, September 9 
 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule resumes 
 9:15 a.m. –  Sunday School resumes 
 9:30 a.m. –   Adult Bible Class resumes 
 
Thursday, September 13 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 
Sunday, September 16 
 Noon –  ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC,  
  immediately following the late service 
 
Monday, September 24 
 7:30 p.m. –  Holy Cross Choir rehearsals resume 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTES: 
Sunday Worship Service—Sept. 2:  9:00 a.m.; Beginning Sept. 9:  8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 
 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from events 

and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

NEVER TO OLD TO LEARN 
Words by L. Frank Baum,  
American author, largely 
known for writing  
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
 

“No thief, however skillful, can 
rob one of knowledge, and that 
is why knowledge is the best 
and safest treasure to acquire.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2018 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the October edition.  The 
deadline for articles is Saturday, 
September 15.  Please take note 
of this 
deadline and 
plan ahead to  
publicize events or  
share news with your fellow Holy 
Cross members.  You can submit 
articles to the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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WORSHIP DIRECTOR NOTES 
It’s time to sing your favorite hymn;  
worship supplement for young kids  
will be available this month  
It’s almost fall!  This year we will try out “fall 
favorites” – between now and September 30, 
submit hymns that you’d like to sing.  We will 

do our best to sing them 
later in the fall.  Write down 
the hymn name and 
number, and if it’s from our 
regular hymnal (LSB) or the 
With One Voice supplement 
(WOV), and put it in the 
Worship Commission box 
(top row, far right). 

 
Youth worship aid:  Why do we worship on 
Sunday?  What’s a Kyrie?  What about the 
processional cross that is occasionally used 
during worship?  Geared toward ages 5-10, 
“Kids In the Divine Service” handouts will be 
available for use during the service 
beginning Labor Day weekend. 
 

---SALLY FINCK 
   Worship Commission Director 

 
 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY:  FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION 
Class with Luther Seminary prof begins September 21 
For the past year, I have been studying the Bible using a Great Courses lecture series via 
a disc on my TV.  The prolific writer, speaker, professor and scholar Professor Craig R. 
Koester of the Luther Seminary received his Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary.  He 
has an engaging style of presentation and was never boring.  Each lecture is 30 minutes.  
Because I loved this learning experience so much, I would like to offer it to you.  Pastor 
Wismar will be there to assist us if needed.  We hope you can join us. 
 

The goal is to share the insights of a Lutheran scholar from Genesis to Revelation with 
others in a collegial, informal, relaxing setting at 10:30 a.m. on Fridays, beginning 
September 21.  Please mark your calendar and plan to come. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
---VALERIE HUYDIC 
 
 

 

Worship Reminders 
 

September 2— This is the day of our final one-service Sunday Worship 
schedule for the summer…we will use the “Now the Feast” liturgy. 
 

September 9— Our regular two service Sunday Worship schedule resumes 
with Worship at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Both Sunday School (9:15) and  
Adult Bible class (9:30) also resume on this day. 

Fun! 
Food! 

Fellowship! 
 

ANNUAL 
HOLY CROSS 

CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, September 16, at Noon 

 
$8 per person/$30 family maximum 

 

Bring a side salad or dessert to share 
 

Sign up in the narthex after worship 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
It’s comforting to know that Christ is always there for us when we call upon Him 
Having just returned from my trip to Scandinavia last week at the time of writing this article, I cannot believe we ’re closing 
out August and the unofficial end of summer (Labor Day) is around the corner.  Where has the time gone?  It has been a 
busy summer with work, family, vacations, church activities and business; it is easy for me to be swept away in the 
activity.  I expect a lot from myself and a lot is expected from me by others.  I strive to remain grounded in my faith and 
prayer meditation every day through Bible readings and reflections.  I also belong to an employee resource group of 
Christians, all denominations, who share Bible verses, discussions, and 
prayers.  It is an acknowledgement that we bring our whole selves including 
our faith to work every day.  This is also grounding for me.   
 
Several weeks ago, we had a sermon about Jesus calming the stormy seas 
after the disciples shouted for the resting Jesus to save them.  Jesus was 
there but needed to be called.  Just this week one of the “verse heart-lights” 
from our employee group reflected a similar message:  “These are the words 
of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation...’Here I 
am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.’ ”  (Revelation 3:14; 20)  
We need to ask Jesus to come into our lives and hearts; although He is always 
there, waiting for our invitation.  This is a reminder especially for the faithful 
Christian whose relationship with Jesus has turned lukewarm and taken for 
granted that He is always there.  Pray and acknowledge Him and all He does 
for us throughout the day; we can never be too busy for that. 
 
“Pastor’s Pilgrims” group traveled to Scandinavia July 26 through August 8 (day late return).  My little prayer book was 
tucked into my carry-on and traveled all over Denmark, Norway and Sweden!  Pastor Greg Wismar put together service 
pamphlets for all of us; and he led us in prayer and song several times during the course of our trip.  We appreciated his 
time and prayers in offering these opportunities for worship while we were away from home.  I had posted a few photos 
each day on my Facebook page as we traveled around as I had received lots of requests to do so.  Pastor Greg Wismar 
will be sharing his wonderful photos (I had a preview) and highlights at the next travel group meeting, which will be held at 
7 p.m., on Sunday, October 14, at Holy Cross.  Join us for that and for information on upcoming trips. 
 
God's blessings and peace, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors 
   Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship 
at another church, be sure to drop off the service bulletin 
in the newsletter box.  From summer travels over the 
past few weeks we received bulletins from: 
 

Kerry and Karen Geffert, who shared bulletins from St. 
John’s Lutheran in Dancy, Wis., (Kerry’s cousin’s 
church) and Apostles Lutheran in Peoria, Ariz., the 
church home of former Holy Cross members Tom and 
Janet Schleier. 
 
The Wismar Family, which worshiped at Emmanuel 
Lutheran in Rock Hill, S.C., and Shepherd of the Coast 
Lutheran in Palm Coast, Fla. 

 

 
 
 
IN THE MAILBAG  
 

From Anita Schlaich-Schoch 
 

To my friends at Holy Cross, 
 

I would like to thank my Holy Cross 
family for all your prayers, love and 
caring.  It was a long, difficult time 
and God was with me.  My hip 
operation went well and I am on the 
road of recovery. 
 

Thank you and God bless you all, 
 

---ANITA SCHLAICH-SCHOCH 
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A CENTURY OF LIFE 
Charter member Robert Killian turns 100, the first Holy Cross member to hit the 10-decade mark 
One of the things I particularly like about golf is that the heroes of the game can span from a bygone era to modern times.  
I thought it was special that someone like Gene Sarazen, born in 1902, competed against Harry Vardon but lived long 
enough to interact with Tiger Woods at the Masters.  That was 100 years of golf that The Squire personally saw.  
 

During his August visit to Connecticut, Holy Cross founding pastor, Rev. Ronald Froehlich, was asked if he could recall 
anyone at our church living to age 100.  He said “no.”  The question was raised because Robert Killian, one of our few 
remaining charter members, turned 100 on April 3, making him the first Holy Cross member to reach the century mark. 
 

Befitting someone who has lived 10 decades, Mr. Killian has had an interesting life and it is 
fascinating to think of all the events that have taken place in his lifespan.  When he was born, 
it was the last year of World War I, six years after the Titanic sank, and there was no 
television; electric lights, the radio and phone were barely in use.  He was born to Charles 
and Hedwig and lived his youth at 167 Alice Street in Bridgeport, not far from Capitol Avenue.  
He had siblings Shirley, Ruth, Arlene and Carl.  As a kid, Bob recalls seeing the huge 
Zeppelin airships come over Bridgeport on their way to New York.  As a teenager, he worked 
as a delivery boy, but when the minimum wage became law he lost his job because his 
employer said he could give it to an adult for the $12 a week.  
 

In gathering notes from Pastor Wismar, who visits with Robert, he, too, expressed fascination 
with Bob’s life events.  “He was always very mechanically minded,” he wrote to me.  “By about 
19 or so he got a job with a record company–I want to say Columbia.  He would help press the 
records from the masters.”  Bob had a distinguished military career that lasted five years and 
saw him move up from private to PFC, sergeant, staff sergeant, lieutenant, first lieutenant and 
finally, captain.  It began with enlisting in the Connecticut Army guard and reserve unit in 
Bridgeport, which was a medical unit.  But he also elected to be in the auto pool as a mechanic.  

His basic training took him to Georgia, Louisiana and North Carolina.  Pastor Wismar notes, “The time in Louisiana was very 
hot and very rainy and just about everybody got dysentery.  The time in North Carolina was very cold and he had to sleep in 
a pup tent under snow-covered trees.  I think he was surprised that the soldiers made it through either of those experiences 
as well as they did.  Upon further reflection, he realized that being in the auto pool and driving a truck wasn’t such a good 
idea, as the German pilots were very good at the beginning of the war and they targeted trucks. So, he decided to 
commission as an officer.  He went back to Georgia, I believe, to train further.”  “If I got in war,” Bob theorized, “I’d want to be 
an officer to have a say about my life.” 
 

It was while having his car in Fort Benning, Ga., that Bob would meet his future wife.  A soldier he took down to Georgia had 
a sister-in-law, Rita White, come visit from Chicago and he asked Bob to help drive her.  “Her father was Irish and mother 
German,” Bob said.  “They lived on West Wilcox in Chicago and I drove her from Fort Benning to Chicago once or twice.”  
Bob was with six other candidates in officer school located in Maryland on the outskirts of Washington, D.C.  “They called us 
30-day wonders but we spent four months there.”  After graduating he asked Rita to marry, which they did on Nov. 10, 1943 
at Zion in Bridgeport.  He was assigned to Fort Sam Houston in Texas.  She eventually went back to be with her parents in 
Chicago when Bob went to Europe.  He became an invaluable expert—a machine accountant—at a punch-card system that 
tracked the lives of the soldiers, name, where they were from, family, all the way from their days in the service to recording 
casualties. Even when the war ended in Europe he stayed on to keep performing this and other “accounting” duties.   
 

When he returned to the States, on the boat he met someone from the Veterans Administration, and got a job in Hartford 
with them for two years.  After that he got a job in Bridgeport with Dictaphone before working 25 years for a company in 
Danbury before retiring.  After the war, Robert had settled on Killian Avenue in Trumbull, living in a house built by his father, 
who had worked for Alcoa.  Killian Avenue, however, is named after a priest who was at St. Theresa’s on Main Street.  
 

Mr. Killian’s own family included two sons and three daughters.  He’s up to 10 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. 
When I asked him what was the secret to living to 100, he said he didn’t have any, that it all depends on the Lord.  
 

In the last years that Mr. Killian worshipped personally with us, he sat in the last pew on the left on the inside seat.  He 
would arrive early, and often chat with the ushers to see if help was needed or just talk with any other early arrivals.  
Robert has that element of having seen it all when it comes to Holy Cross.  He is a founding member of the church in 
1957, but he didn’t just have a passing involvement.  He was fully engaged in the church growing, involved in building 
programs and the church’s financial matters, which was a task suited for the regimented discipline he’d learned in the 
military.  He was treasurer and financial secretary and it wasn’t terribly long ago that he worked with his brother Carl to 
plan an every-member-visit campaign. 
 

                            “Birthday blessings,” continues on Page 6 
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“Birthday blessings,” continues from Page 5 
 

I suspect that those members who have been around for 10 or more years will most vividly recall Robert’s presence at 
annual meetings.  Probably the best way to describe him at those gatherings is that he was a stickler.  He questioned 
things that needed questioning, and for sure never failed to have questions about budget items or nominations for district 
or synod positions.  If you didn’t share his points or opinions, his careful study could feel tedious, but he was old school at 
those meetings in the sense of wanting to do things right.  You had to believe that was his main purpose and intent, but 
read his confirmation verse, 1 Timothy 6:12, and you’ll see what else inspired his diligence for his faith. 
 

Mr. Killian’s mobility hung in there incredibly, and impressively, long.  He kept ushering for as long as he could whenever 
an extra helper was needed to take the offering.  But in the last year or so, he’s been unable to get to church for worship, 
so we miss his presence in our sanctuary.  He stays mainly at his home, doing a little reading, watching some TV, overall 
feeling OK with some loss of strength, sight and hearing.  
 

So, say a prayer for Robert Killian…thanks for his 100 years of life; praise for his decision to make Holy Cross a priority in 
his life, and blessings for good health into the future.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 

 
 

FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Notes about choir rehearsal, prelude music and music in Sunday School 
 

Holy Cross Choir:  Choir practice begins on Monday, Sept 24.  We rehearse weekly from 7:30-8:15 p.m., 
and this year could especially use some sopranos!  See me if you are interested. 
 

Prelude music: If you would like to share your music, simply send an e-mail to 
musicdirector@holycrosstrumbull.com and include your name, instrument and piece length (maximum seven minutes!).  
 

Instrument exploration: This year our Sunday School kids will have new opportunities to make music!  Small 
percussion, chimes and colored hand bells allow children to explore the gift of music, in Divine Service to our King. 
 

---SALLY FINCK 
   Music Director 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
We show love for neighbors with our service; next time to serve is October 2 
Love your neighbors as yourself. 
 

This has been certainly true as we cooked and served 134 meals during July and August at the St. John’s Community 
Supper.  During the summer months of July and August we had 28 volunteers, some of which came both months and we 
had some new volunteers!  Our menu remains the same and those we serve seem to really enjoy the hearty meal.  With 

summer school programs unavailable we have had more children during the summer months.   We 
always find an extra cookie for the kids and maybe one to take home.   
 

Thank you to our members who volunteered: Sally Finck, Lorraine Finch, Kerry Geffert, Dominic 
Gomes, Stephanie and Bret Helminger, Debbie and Jim Leslie, Kristen, Peter and Jack 
Messerschmitt, Kendra Norman, and Pastor, Miharu and Mia Wismar.  Grace Lutheran-Stratford 
members also attended both months and we are grateful for their faithful service: Helen and John 

Harper, Diane Hintz Schyhols and Hank Sanders.  We also welcomed the volunteers from other congregations: Lori and 
Tom Anrico and Debbie Grosso. 
 

Our next date to serve is the first Tuesday in October, the 2nd.  Please consider joining us. 
 

---CINDY and JOE CICCIA 
 
 

At the start of a day, who can tell what a day may bring forth?  Cause me therefore, 
gracious God, to live every day as if it were to be my last, for I know not but that it may 
be such.  Cause me to live now as I shall wish I had done when I come to die.  O grant 
that I may not die with any guilt on my conscience, or any known sin unrepented of, but 
that I may be found in Christ, who is my only Savior and Redeemer.—Thomas à Kempis 

Morning 
Prayer 

mailto:musicdirector@holycrosstrumbull.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
The children weren’t shipwrecked on an island, but they did learn how Jesus rescues them 
From August 6-10, Holy Cross hosted a Shipwrecked adventure!  This year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) program 
consisted of a staff of 37 and an enrollment of 24 students.  We had five themes to lead us each day in our Bible stories 
and verses!  That, coupled with five fantastic stations to rotate through, taught us our VBS theme: Rescued by Jesus!  
 
Each day, students came together for an opening where we collected the mission 
offering, heard the daily story and prayed.  On Monday, we learned that when 
you’re lonely, Jesus rescues – Luke 15 taught us parables about lost things.  On 
Tuesday, we learned that when you worry, Jesus rescues – Luke 10 taught us 
about Martha, who worried and complained.  On Wednesday, we learned that 
when you struggle, Jesus rescues – Luke 22 taught us how Jesus’ friends tried to 
rescue him in the garden of Gethsemane.  On Thursday, we learned that when 
you do wrong, Jesus rescues – Luke 23 showed us how Jesus welcomed a 
criminal before dying and coming back to life. Lastly, on Friday, we learned that 
when you’re powerless, Jesus rescues – Acts 3 showed us how Peter and John 
healed a lame man in Jesus’ name.  
 
After the opening, the students broke into age groups to rotate through our five stations: Crafts, Bible Study-Science, 
Music, Snack Break, and Outdoor play.  In crafts, they made exciting projects such as treasure boxes and wooden picture 
frames, to name a few.  In the Bible Study-Science Station, students did many activities that reflected the daily theme as 

well as working in their 
Bible Study Cast-A-Way log 
book.  In music, the students 
practiced many songs for 
our closing program, which 
were accompanied by sign 
language.  In the snack 
break station, students 
watched video clips and 
talked about ways they 
could showcase each day’s 
theme in their daily lives.  
Finally, in outdoor play, 
students expended their 
energy via organized games 
and parachute play.  The 
kids enjoyed a fantastic-five-
station-switch every day!  

 

Following the stations each day, students returned to the sanctuary for the 
closing.  Here they reviewed the daily Bible verse, saw how the mission offerings 
grew and prayed together.  The greatest part of the closing was when the 
mission chart was revealed!  This year, the students collected money to 
purchase seeds for families in drought conditions.  They raised over $250.00 
toward this worthy cause!  A beautiful closing program of student songs and daily 
recaps closed out a lovely week.  And, of course, our favorite tradition…the ice 
cream truck brought smiles to everyone’s face!  
 
     “VBS wrap-up,” continues on Page 8 

 

Left, the Music Station leaders, 
Sally Finck and Tina Curto (backs 
to the camera), help some of the 
younger children learn words and 
actions to the songs of the 
Shipwrecked theme.  Each day the 
kids met a new Bible Point Buddy, 
and this is Moe the sloth, the buddy 
for the final day of VBS…Moe was 
there to remind us that when you 
feel powerless, Jesus rescues! 
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“VBS wrap-up,” continues from Page 7 
 

All in all, VBS was a great success and our staff was the reason why.  
I want to send a personal thank you to all the staff of VBS who gave of 
their time and energies to make this week so great!   Thank you to:  
Sue Selk, Sally Finck, Tina Curto,  Peter Messerschmitt, Navya Ajay, 
Lucy Carlson, Kylie Kuroghlian, Lauren Ryan, Mary Atkinson, Kathy 
Boivie, Patrick Farrelly, Archana Ajay, Julianne Nyitrai, Ethan Rentz, 
Shane John, Luke Wismar, Fuma, Danny Nyitrai, Carly Russell, 
Madison Taylor, Jack Messerschmitt, Emily Struzik, Emily Rentz, Pat 
Deloge, Jacob Nyitrai, Henry Carlson, Sheryl John, Roselynn Thattil, 
Jessica Nyitrai, Joanne Bogen, Sarah Bogen, Kaylyn Hwang, Elise 
Daly, Hugh Carlson and Timmy Farrelly as well as all of the parents 
who donated snacks and juice.  The dedication and enthusiasm of all 
these volunteers is greatly appreciated beyond words. 
 
In conclusion, this week 
truly was a blessing as we 
journeyed through VBS and 
discovered how God is 
always there for us! The 
parents consistently praised 
our program and our 
efforts.  We are giving the 
community a brilliant gift 
and the opportunity to grow 
and learn in Christ.  We 
should be proud of our 
achievements each year.  
Next year we hope to 
continue this valuable out-
reach, but I can’t do it 
alone!  I look forward to 
working with everyone again 
and invite new helpers to 
join us in the unforgettable 
fun!  Look for VBS 2019 
information next spring!  
 

---KIMBERLY ATKINSON 
   VBS Director 
 
 
 

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Read Leah and Addie’s Facebook pages for inspirational messages 
If you are a Facebook fan, please like Leah and Addie’s pages.  Each day Kathryn writes an 
inspirational message on Leah’s page and our Coordinator Mary Perry writes daily on 
Addie’s page.  If you have a request, you will receive a response within 24 hours.  During the 
summer months Cindy and Joe have visited the residents of Middlebrook Farms in Trumbull.  
We spend much of our time in the Harbor Unit and then with the Assisted Living residents.  
The staff also needs much comfort while we are there.  Cindy also took Leah to summer 
school in Danbury, we had fun listening to the children read books to us.  We are looking 
forward to our monthly preschool visits, which will resume September 10. 
 
Save the date and join us on November 3 for the Vicki Soto 5K in Stratford.  The Vicki Soto Memorial Foundation 
welcomes our program and this year we will have an information tent and a Comfort Dog run/walk team.  Look for more 
information in the coming months.  
 
Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK, JOE CICCIA 

Volunteers Rock!  
Above are Kathy 
Boivie and Mary 
Atkinson who 
were the Snack 
Station leaders.  
At left are the daily 
VBS greeters, the 
two Emilys, with 
VBS director 
Kimberly 
Atkinson.  That’s 
Emily Rentz 
seated on the left 
and Emily Struzik 
standing. 
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Holy Cross members and friends “live generously” with their school supply donations and time 
Coordinating the essential back-to-school project for Covenant to Care for Children is always great fun and allows me to 
share some great news:  29 disadvantaged children in the greater Bridgeport community will go back to school with a 
brand new backpack full of 26 different school supply items.  No matter what item or how many of that item you donated, it 
all added up to blessings upon blessings for these 29 children.  An estimate of the in-total donation of all backpacks and 
school supplies is approximately $2,300.  See what I mean about great news!  Thank you to everyone for supporting the 
children in the caseload of our “adopted” DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysses-Laurenard.  You are helping to give these 
children a good start to the 2018-19 school year, with a bit of extra love and self-confidence as they enter their 
classrooms.  Starting the school year can be overwhelming to children, with new teachers, new friends and sometimes 
even a new school.  But for kids that are in the DCF system, wondering where they will get a backpack, binder, paper, 
pens, glue sticks, pocket folders, and composition notebooks can be added stress.   
 

Again this year, to assist with this annual project, I applied for and was approved for a Thrivent Financial Action Team.  After 
filling out a simple online application describing this community-outreach project, the project was approved and Thrivent 
provided me with “Live Generously” T-shirts and a $250 Visa gift card, which was used to purchase the supplies needed to 
set up the project and supplement school supplies that we were short on as of the August 5 deadline.  After making a 
Sunday morning announcement to request a few helpers to put the school supplies into the backpack, I had my “action 
team” in place.  And not only were these children blessed, but I was as well because of the 12 enthusiastic people who gave 
of their time to help.  Stephanie Helminger began the “team” process by spending a couple of hours taking an inventory of all 
the school supplies, counting each individual item that was donated.  Thank you Stephanie!  The other 11 people came out 
on a rainy Saturday morning in mid-August to work together in assembling all the school supplies into the backpacks.  In the 
three accompanying photos you can see the Thrivent Action Team at work on the school supplies assembly line, all smiles 
when the backpacks were filled and tagged with each 
child’s name, and our DCF social worker Mimose 
loading the backpacks into her van to deliver them to 
the children in her caseload.  From left to right in the 
group photo are Emily Rentz, Audrey Paray, Jenn 
Rentz, Adela Buck, Kathy Boivie, Gary Jackson, Jim 
Atkinson, Donna Bogen, Kristen Messerschmitt, Nancy 
Sabol, Donna Senft and Mary Schrock.  Thank you 
Action Team! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 
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FINANCIAL NOTES 
Offering update provided for the first half of 2018 
As part of our ongoing communication efforts, we are pleased to provide you with this quarterly financial update for the 
second quarter (through June 2018).  Please see the chart below for detailed information. 
 

The regular giving has totaled $122,758 through the end of the second quarter (which is in line with 
the budget of $122,500).  This equates to a weekly average of $4,721.  The 2018 budget calls for 
regular giving of $5,471 per week to meet anticipated expenses (note – this does not include special 
services such as Easter, Advent, etc. which are separately budgeted).  This is the value that appears 
on the back of the weekly bulletin.   
 

A few items to highlight: 

 While giving is in line with budget on a year-to-date basis, the monthly trend has been unfavorable. After a very blessed 
January that significantly exceeded budget, four of the five subsequent months have been behind budget.  We will 
monitor this going forward as the budget for giving increases in the second half of the year by nearly 25 percent.  

 We have a deficit through the second quarter of $(23,708).  The Board and our staff continue to be diligent in 
managing expenses.  However, seasonal costs such as snow removal were higher than anticipated. 

 For those that want to take advantage of current technology, please consider e-giving through Vanco, which can be 
accessed via the internet home page. Join others who have taken advantage of the simplified method of giving.  

 

The Board hopes you find this update valuable, and we thank you for your continued support.  Please let anyone on the 
Board know if you have any questions regarding this update. 
 

Monthly Giving – January to June 2018 

Month 
Offering 
Actual 

Offering 
Budget 

January $26,889 $22,500 

February 18,037 20,000 

March 19,823 21,000 

April 22,158 21,000 

May 18,215 19,000 

June 17,636 19,000 

Total $122,758 $122,500 

Weekly Avg $4,721  
 

Quarterly Income Statement – January to June 2018 
Total Income $138,819   
Total Expenses (165,527) 
Surplus/(Deficit) $(23,708) 

 

  This figure includes weekly offerings, plate, building use,  
   special services and investment income 
 

---CHAD HELMINGER 
   Financial Secretary 
 
 

 
 

WORDS TO CARRY WITH YOU IN YOUR DAILY WALK 
The power of gratitude  
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what we have into enough, and more.  It turns denial 
into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.  It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into 
a home, a stranger into a friend.  Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and 
creates a vision for tomorrow. 

---Words by Melody Beattie, American author of a variety of self-help books 
---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2016 
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General Memorial Fund 
In memory of Brad Batoh 

 

David and Donna Bogen 
 
 
 

 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 

Julianne Nyitrai and Jenn Rentz for providing 8 by 10-inch photos of the 2017 and 2018 Confirmation classes, respectively. 
 

Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating the 2018 Vacation Bible School (VBS) program,  “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus.”  
Thanks also to those who led the five “stations” and served as helpers and assistants at “Shipwrecked.”  The VBS wrap-
up article on pages 7 and 8 has the complete thank-you list. 
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for serving as volunteers, helping with weekly tasks in the 
church office. 
 

The Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the July and/or 
August Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Lorraine 
Finch, Sally Finck, Kerry Geffert, Dominic Gomes, Stephanie and Bret Helminger, Debbie 
and Jim Leslie, Kristen, Peter and Jack Messerschmitt, Kendra Norman, and Pastor, Miharu 
and Mia Wismar.  
 

Jim Atkinson, Donna Bogen, Kathy Boivie, Adela Buck, Gary Jackson, Kristen Messerschmitt, Audrey Paray, 
Jenn Rentz, Emily Rentz, Nancy Sabol and Donna Senft for helping Mary Schrock to assemble school supplies into 
backpacks for Covenant to Care for Children.  Special thanks also to Stephanie Helminger who spent a couple hours 
taking an inventory of all the school supplies, counting each individual item that was donated. 

 
 

 

FINDING PEACE FROM GOD 
From Isaiah 35:4 –  
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

“Be strong; fear not!  Behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, with the 

recompense of God.  He will come and 

save you.”  Whatever our fears and 

anxieties, Lord, may we find peace in 

Your presence! 

 
 
 
 

 SAVE THE DATE 
  for a fun fall-season activity! 
 

 PUMPKIN DECORATING 
    Sunday, October 28, at Noon 
 

 $5 per person covers 

 the pumpkins and the paint   

 Look in the narthex next month 
 for a sign-up sheet 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 20: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 11 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 11 (RSV) 
 

Public Worship—The Veiling of Women 
1Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.  2I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions 
even as I have delivered them to you.  3But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a 
woman is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.  4Any man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors 
his head, 5but any woman who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled dishonors her head—it is the same as if her head 
were shaven.  6For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to be 
shorn or shaven, let her wear a veil.  7For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but 
woman is the glory of man.  8(For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.  9Neither was man created for 
woman, but woman for man.)  10That is why a woman ought to have a veil on her head, because of the angels.  
11(Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; 12for as woman was made from man, so 
man is now born of woman. And all things are from God.)  13Judge for yourselves; is it proper for a woman to pray to God with 
her head uncovered?  14Does not nature itself teach you that for a man to wear long hair is degrading to him,15but if a woman 
has long hair, it is her pride?  For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16If anyone is disposed to be contentious, we 
recognize no other practice, nor do the churches of God.  
 

Public Worship—The Lord’s Supper 
17But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the 
worse.  18For, in the first place, when you assemble as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; and I partly 
believe it, 19for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.  
20When you meet together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat.  21For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal, 
and one is hungry and another is drunk.  22What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?  Or do you despise the church 
of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you?  Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 
 

23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”  25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  26For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  27Whoever, 
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord.  28Let a man examine 
himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.  30That 
is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.  31But if we judged 
ourselves truly, we should not be judged.  32But when we are judged by the Lord, 
we are chastened so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

33So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another—34if 
anyone is hungry, let him eat at home—lest you come together to be condemned.  
About the other things I will give directions when I come. 
 

We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of 
Greece, and Paul had visited and preached to the people there during his second 
missionary journey. His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the problems of 
Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 

Chapter 8 started a section on Christian liberty/freedom, in which we learned 
how to apply Christian principles to questionable practices today. That five-part 
discussion ended with Chapter 10. Chapter 11 begins a section on Public 
Worship, or some might refer to them as Public Worship Problems, which ends 
with Chapter 14.  
 

The first verse of Chapter 11 is usually considered an ideal conclusion to Chapter 10, but it doesn’t hurt to think of it as a 
nice start to 11 as well and a beautiful reminder for us to imitate Paul’s Christian traits, which are what he learned from 
Christ Himself.  But Verses 2-16 describe traditions of the church that can be problematic to interpret in our present time 
depending on how stringent one is about its key points. In Verse 5, for instance, should we still follow this practice or is it a 
cultural trait that we no longer need to follow? This instruction is why churches ruled it necessary that women wear hats. 
It’s obvious today that women can do either, and that we treat it as a subordinate matter. I found it particularly helpful to 
read what the Harper’s Study Bible says about Verse 2: “Before the New Testament was written, traditions about Jesus were 
 

“Looking Deeper Bible Study,” continues on Page 13 
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CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 3: Debra Liscinsky Sept. 14: Myrtle Anderson Sept. 23:  Michael Halls 

 Tyler Liven  Doris Bernt   Rebecca Veteri  

Sept. 4: Michael Bonnar  Charlie Gentry Sept. 24:  Walter C. Dolan 

Sept. 6: Salome Brenna  Jake Gentry   Bret Helminger 

Sept. 9: Vanessa Ferro Sept. 17: Sarah Ely   Matt Rentz 

 Diane Sederquest Sept. 18: Christopher Carola  Sept. 25:  Tim Benson, Sr. 

Sept. 11: Cheryl DelMedico  Sept. 19: Laurie Vaitkus   Dan Nyitrai 

Sept. 13: Sabine Bonnar Sept. 20: Nancy Sabol   Jessica Nyitrai 

 Shannon Fernous   Jared Ely   Heddy Streich 

 Cole Veteri Sept. 22: Peter Messerschmitt  Sept. 30:  Andrew Sjoblom 

   Charles Senft 

 

 
“Looking Deeper Bible Study,” continues from Page 12 
 

passed around by word of mouth. 1 Corinthians was written perhaps 10 years earlier than any of the Gospels, and 20 
years after Christ’s ascension. Meanwhile, oral transmission of what Christ did and said was common. Elsewhere Paul 
declares that whatever traditions he passed on were true. Inspiration of the Bible by the Holy Spirit means that among all 
the traditions known in the early church, only those that were accurate and historical became part of the written word of 
God, so that any tradition not found in Scripture is not necessarily binding on the Christian conscience.” 
 

As Paul moves on to the Lord’s Supper in Verse 17, he is not happy about how it is being done. There is disunity, confusion, 
and some people aren’t sharing what they bring and some are getting drunk. He’s clearly not happy about this and refuses to 
“commend” them. He notes that he didn’t see Christ institute communion, but he understands it from divine revelation. In Verse 
24 we interpret the words spoken…”do this in remembrance of me…” that the Supper is in essence a memorial remembrance 
of Christ. As such, to not do the Supper in proper reverence is to profane Christ. That is Paul’s message to end the chapter, that 
poor observance of the Supper by anyone means they will “eat and drink judgment upon himself.” And in the specific case of 
the Corinthians, in Verse 30, God caused judgment to come down on them and they became ill, some even dying.  
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORDS FOR DAILY INSPIRATION 
Words spoken by Helen Keller,  
encouraging people to be everyday heroes 
“I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is 
my chief duty to accomplish humble tasks as though 
they were great and noble.  The world is moved 
along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, 
but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each 
honest worker.” 

---Reprinted with permission from  
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2015 

 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


