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THOUGHTS FROM ONE OF OUR GUEST PASTORS 
October 31st – 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation 
During the month of October, you will hear a great deal about the anniversary celebration of the Lutheran Reformation.  It 
all started when Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the church door in his home town of Wittenberg on October 31, 1517 – 
inviting scholars to dialog and debate certain doctrines and practices current in the Roman Catholic Church.  That spark, 
which began as a “church bulletin,” soon engulfed the Christian world. 
 

Religious and secular scholars agree that Martin Luther was a colossus on the world’s religious stage and whose 
contributions not only shaped Protestantism, but also the German language.  In addition to bearing his name (Lutherans 
are the only denomination to bear the name of its founder), we can thank him for the “reforms,” which we might take for 
granted – translating the Bible into the German language, insisting that the Scriptures be the basis for matters of faith and 
Christian living, distributing both bread and wine in the celebration of the Eucharist, singing of hymns by the laity and yes, 
even the Small Catechism that we learned to love during our catechetical years. 
 

But as great a man as Luther was, he could not have accomplished the 
Lutheran Reformation by himself.  In fact, he could not have accomplished it 
at all without the assistance and support of lay persons! Honest! 
 

First, consider Friedrich, the Elector of Saxony, an extremely powerful 
prince.  He protected Luther and guaranteed his safety – even “kidnapping” 
him as he returned from the Diet of Worms and “imprisoning” him at the 
Wartburg Castle – where Luther translated the entire Bible into German! 
 

Then, there was Philip Melanchthon, a brilliant young academician, whom 
Friedrich brought to his emerging University and who became Luther’s right 
hand man.  Philip was the primary author of the Augsburg Confession. 
 

Lucan Cranach, one of the great artists of the early 16th century and court painter for Friedrich, lived in Wittenberg and 
drew art students from all over Europe to develop their skills. 
 

Last, but certainly not least, was Katharina von Bora, the nun who became Luther’s wife.  Luther may have been a 
brilliant theologian, but he was no manager of his household.  Katharina was that and more – managing the farms and 
cattle, brewing the beer, running a clinic for the ill, and acting as a consultant to Luther when requested.  He lovingly nick-
named her “Meine Kette – my chain.” 
 

Now, how did these characters play a part in Luther’s success?  
 

Each of these played an extremely important role during the early years of the Reformation.  Without Friedrich’s protection, 
Luther would surely have been captured by the Pope’s forces and burned at the stake as was Jan Hus in 1415.  Friedrich’s 
bold actions – standing up to the Pope and to the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire – enabled the seeds of the 
Reformation to take root. 
 

Friedrich started the University of Wittenberg in 1502 and hired a formidable faculty of which Melanchthon was a star.  
Students throughout Europe streamed to Wittenberg for their higher education.  And when these students went to church 
on Sunday mornings, they heard Martin Luther preach and teach sound Scriptural principles. 
 

                 “Words on the Reformation Anniversary” continues on Page 3 
 



2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monday, October 9 – Columbus Day  (PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Thursday, October 12 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Sunday, October 15 
 Our guest pastor on this day is former Holy Cross pastor, 
 Rev. Emil Witschy 
 After the late service –  Youth Group—Hike & Pray at Audubon-Fairfield 
 

Sunday, October 22 
 Sunday School sings at the 10:30 Worship Service 

 Noon –  60th Anniversary Reception immediately follows the late service 
 

Sunday, October 29 – Reformation Sunday 
 Our guest pastor on this day is New England District President,  
 Rev. Timothy Yeadon 
 Noon –  60th Anniversary Luncheon 
 

Saturday, November 11 
 7:00 p.m. –  “Whist” Card Game Night 

 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).  
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole 
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the 
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service 
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 

 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from 

events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

START SMALL 
Words by St. Augustine 
“You aspire to great things? 
Begin with little ones.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the November edition.  
The deadline for articles is 
Sunday, October 15.  Please take 
note of this upcoming 
deadline and 
plan ahead to  
publicize events or  
share news with your fellow Holy 
Cross members.  You can submit 
articles to the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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“Words on the Reformation Anniversary” continued from Page 1 
 

The same can be said of Lucan Cranach.  Art students arrived from throughout Europe – and they too were exposed to 
Martin Luther on Sunday mornings. 
 

In addition to making maximum use of Guttenberg’s printing press to distribute his voluminous writings, the theological 
principles of the Lutheran Reformation were spread throughout Europe by the students attending the university and 
Cranach’s art studio when they returned home.  So convicted by what they had learned in Wittenberg, they shared the Word – 
God’s Word – and the spirit of the Reformation spread overwhelmingly throughout European and Scandinavian countries  
 

Now the reason I mention all this is because these persons were all lay persons!  Just like you!  Pastors indeed are 
important, for God has called them into His service.  But the Church of Jesus Christ thrives when lay persons – men and 
women – joyfully share the golden thread of the Gospel – that we are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and Savior. 
 

So, as we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation this month, become true sons and daughters of the Reformation by not 
only learning the facts of history, but also by becoming empowered by the Reformation spirit to share the Gospel good 
news with others.  
 

---REV. WILLIAM MEYER 
   Pastor Emeritus of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Garden City, New York 
 
 

 

Editor’s Note:  For those of you familiar with social-media outlets such as Facebook, you will be familiar with the terms 
“Throwback Thursday” or “Flashback Friday.”  On Facebook, those are ways that users share a picture or an event from 
years ago.  Since we are in the midst of Holy Cross’ 60th year, we thought it would be a nice treat to go back through 
newsletters from years ago and share fun and interesting articles.  We’ll call this column “Retro Reading.”  You may 
discover something you didn’t know about your church’s history, or that what was written about “back then” is still 
relevant today, or you may just enjoy being transported back to a simpler time and easier way of life.  Articles will be 
reprinted the way they appeared, illustrating that typos and grammatical errors are timeless!  Enjoy! 
 

RETRO READING 
Reprinted from January 1977 
 

MEN’S BOWLING 

     EVEN THE MIGHTY MUST FALL!  But did it have to be your buddies who struck the fatal blow? 
     Lutheran Men’s Bowling is in full swing at this writing with first half play coming 

to an end. 

     Last years champs, our team #1 captained by Bill Pekrul was riding high a few weeks 
back enjoying a slight lead at the top of the pack.  Then came Carl Killian ’s group, 

anxiously awaiting the chance to topple the leaders.  
     Over the years Pekrul’s team has the edge on Killian’s Keglers, but with apologies 

to Telly Savalas, “not this time, baby!”  They put the skids under team #1, crushing 

them 7 to zip! 
     Bob Ketelsen picked this set to roll his highest game – something like a 240!  Bob 

Secora (welcome to the League) a new addition to team #8 aided his team considerably 

with three fine games.  Team #1, still reeling from the loss to Holy Cross #8, 
subsequently lost 7 to 0 to team #2, Slovak Lutheran – numero unos last year, and now 

with three weeks to go, stay thirteen points behind the leaders, #2 Slovak – still a 

possibility, but a tough task to accomplish. 
     Meanwhile, Carl’s team, up and down, stay stagnant in the fifth spot, needing a 

miracle to win the first half. 

      Bowlers are still needed and its open invitation for anyone interested to climb 

aboard, join the Christian fellowship and repartee we enjoy at the smoke-filled (not 

too much) bowling alley, every Tuesday evening, 6:30 to 9:00.   

PAUL RASCHKE 
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WORDS FROM MARTIN LUTHER 
King of kings, Word of words: from his book Table Talk 
“When Jesus Christ utters a word, he opens his mouth so wide that it embraces all heaven 
and earth, even though that word be but in a whisper.  The word of the emperor is powerful, 
but that of Jesus Christ governs the whole universe.” 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS CHOIR 
Monday rehearsals have resumed – share the gift of singing with fellow songsters! 
Choir is back in session!  We are currently meeting on Monday nights from 7:30-8:15, but 
exploring shorter time-frame commitments, maybe for a particular song or season (Christmas, 
Easter, Reformation…).  I’m also thinking about other possible rehearsal times (especially for 
those coming from a distance), ways to integrate kids/youth, traditional music, good hymn 
arrangements, spirituals, etc.  People are shy and will claim they “can't sing” – our voices are very 
personal to us, and we are often self-conscious!  But singing truly connects us to eternity, edifies 
the soul, unites the singers and draws us closer to our Lord.  Come speak with Ms. Finck – no 
solos unless you want one! 
---SALLY FINCK 
    Music Director 

 

Holy Cross’ 60th Anniversary 1957-2017 

Let’s come together, on two special Sundays in October as members and friends  
of Holy Cross, to celebrate the past, present and future of this very special mission! 

 

Sunday, October 22, at Noon 

Come to a reception with our special guest and founder Rev. Ronald G. Froehlich,  
Pastor Emeritus.  Walk down memory lane with Pastor Ron and learn how our church  
was started and built on our beautiful property in Trumbull.   
Sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be served.   
An attendance sign-up sheet is on the narthex table. 
 

Reformation Sunday–October 29 at Noon 

Plan to attend the Anniversary Luncheon.  Special guests  
and past members will be invited to help us celebrate.   
A “Modified Potluck” luncheon will be served that includes  
catered meat trays and member-made side dishes.   
A suggested donation of $10 per person/$30 per family will  
help offset expenses.  Tickets are on sale after services 
through October 15.  A sign-up sheet for “Potluck” is on the  
narthex table.  (Make a note of food allergies.) 
 
For planning purposes, if you intend to come to either event, PLEASE 

REPLY no later than October 15.  You can sign up on the narthex 

table or via e-mail at office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 

 
Volunteers are also needed to help in the kitchen and with both set-up/break down of the 

fellowship hall.  Additional information will be announced in church or in the bulletin. 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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Whist Night! 
 

 A deck of cards 

 The fellowship of Holy Cross friends 

 A game played 200 years ago 

 Adds up to an evening of fun 

 You don’t have to come with a partner 

 No experience is needed 

 Saturday, November 11, beginning promptly at 7 p.m. 

 Snacks and soda will be provided…the evening will end with “Coffee-And” 

 Please sign up in the narthex so we know how many people to prepare for 

 Only those who have signed up—pre-registered—will be able to play the 

game…this is due to the nature/rules of the card game  

 If you could provide a card table, please let us know 

 Looking forward to having you join us! 
 

---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
 

                                                                                     
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
The new year has begun and so has all the learning about fall and life-cycles 
A new school year has begun!   We have been busy getting to know all the children and their families.  The children are 
enthusiastic and ready to learn and grow.   To date we have 11 three-year-olds and 19 four-year-olds.  During the month 

of September, we are learning what it means to be a good friend and how God made each of us 
so very special.  One of our favorite themes is our study of apples.  Apples provide many 
opportunities for incorporating important math and science concepts such as sorting, comparing, 
cooking and learning about life-cycles.  We will also pick a tree and observe it throughout the 
year to notice and document its changes.  The tree we picked this year is the beautiful maple tree 
right outside the entrance by the benches. 
 

October will find us exploring the season of fall.  We will have our first Comfort Dog visit of the new school year as well as 
a visit from the Long Hill Fire Department.   
 

We still have a few spots available in our program so please pass the word along! 
 

In His Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 

 
 
 
 



6 

 
 

There is no better time than in this year of celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation to review the catechism.  
 

Read it for yourself.  Refresh the theology in your mind.  Pray the catechism daily.  Memorize it.  But even more, teach it.  

                        If you are a parent, teach it to your children.  As you have opportunity, share it with your  

                        friends and peers.  
 

                        The catechism teaches the fundamentals of the Christian faith:  The Ten Commandments, the  

                        Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Confession and the Office  

                        of the Keys, and the Sacrament of the Altar.  This small book is well worth your time and study.  
 

May this celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation be a time when we return to Word and Sacrament, and 

when we turn to Christ and His love.  It’s Still All About Jesus. 
 

 
 

PROFILE: CARL CARLSON 
Holy Cross member shares his hobby of model-ship building with the local community 
During the month of August and into September Carl Carlson had a display at the Trumbull Mall of 11 of the many ship 
models he has made over the years.  He has always had an interest in history and this was a way for him to learn more about 
some of the historic ships.  He works from detailed plans of each model.  Most of his models are of ships, but he has made some 
of airplanes.  But they all have historical significance.  Most of the original ships were built in Connecticut or Massachusetts.  
He is currently working on the Charles W. Morgan, the whaling ship restored in Mystic.  He is making six of the small life 
boats to add to the many details required to make the model authentic.  It can take up to one year to complete a project.  Do 
hope you had the opportunity to visit the display assembled by his daughter, Sue Selk.  It was one of museum quality. 
---EDITH SKOOG 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members:  
Lisa Bailey; Ron Dietman; Cole Dowling; Valerie Huydic, prayers for a successful recovery following hip-replacement 
surgery; Gary Jackson; Robert Killian, recovering from surgery to implant a pacemaker; Jesse Kravecs, recovering 
from knee-replacement surgery; Christine Matthews, recovering at home from breast-cancer surgery; JoAnne Meyer; 
Barbara Schneider; Monika Seyal; Michael Weldon, suffering with lower-back pain; Barbara White, dealing with 
health issues; the homebound – Bernice Erickson and Edna Karacsony. 
 

During the past month, we also prayed for: 
Christina Dean, a relative of Paul Hagberg, suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling 
cancer; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, cousin of 
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Nancy Galasso, friend of the Van Wart family, who is battling stage-4 cancer 
and currently receiving radiation treatments; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from 
cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon cancer surgery; 
eight-year-old, Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; 
Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of  the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a 
recurrence of lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun 
chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with 
memory issues; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and 
recovering from surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of 
an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; 
Melissa Prater, Lisa Bailey’s daughter, undergoing medical testing; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung 
transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary 
pastor in Puerto Rico, healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car ; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with 
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Lorraine 
Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is battling 
Valley Fever and recovering from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat 
Deloge, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; Dylan Vitucci, 8-year-old former Holy Cross Preschool student, 
diagnosed with osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer…prayers for healing and strength as she goes through 
hospitalizations, surgeries and treatment in the weeks ahead; Jim Wixson, diagnosed with bladder cancer and 
undergoing chemotherapy. 
 

Other prayer petitions were for: 
For the families of Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, and Maryellen Dankulich, Jennifer Rentz’s step-mother, who 
were both called home to the Lord. 
 

We offered a prayer of thanksgiving for Mike Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, that test results show no sign of kidney cancer. 
 

We continue to pray for protection for those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao Paulo 
Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and our pastor, Rev. Eric Wismar. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for prayers to be 
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in 
this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail 
address to the church office. 
 

---DONNA SENFT 
   Shepherd’s Commission  

 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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General Memorial Fund 
In memory of Brad Batoh 

 

Joe and Cindy Ciccia 

John Rosen 

Billie and Edith Skoog 
 

 

 
COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Devastating hurricane area a prime place for ministry teams 
Editor’s Note:  This month’s Comfort Dog article was submitted right after Hurricane Harvey hit Texas, but before 
Hurricane Irma struck Florida.   

 

We begin this month with a message from Lutheran Church Charites K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry: 
 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ ” – Isaiah 52:7 
 

Bringing comfort involves speaking publishing peace, salvation and good news, to look into the eyes of a person 
suffering and say, “Your God reigns,” and to say in times of disaster and confusion that there is an infinite love in 
compassion of Our Lord. 
 

There are many people suffering and in need in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.  
LCC is there amid what is still a chaotic, desperate situation.  We are not alone, 
they are not alone, you are not alone—our God still reigns. 

 
Fourteen Comfort Dogs from across the United States – including Maggie from 
Newtown – have been deployed to Texas.  The teams have visited the Red Cross 
shelter, Red Cross Center, Temple shelter, First Responders, schools, senior centers 
and churches.  This is only a start as the teams continue to visit and comfort when 
and where needed.  As I (Cindy) write this the teams are heading on a two-hour drive 
to Spring, Texas, to welcome staff and students back to school. 
 

Please continue to pray for those who are deployed serving their neighbor in both word and deed. 
 

Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE, 
 

--- CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK  

 
 
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 
Donations for the Trumbull Food Pantry may 
be left in the collection box in the narthex 
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to exist almost solely 

through donations from individuals 
and groups in our community.  We 
thank you for the recent donations 
that have been left in the collection 
box in the narthex and thank you in 
advance for any non-perishable 
items, but especially the following 
that are most needed: 

 

 Deodorant (male or female)  Laundry soap 
 Toothpaste  Juice boxes 
 Feminine hygiene products  Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 

 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…

—
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CELEBRATING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Oct. 2: Linda Torok  

Oct. 3: Kristen Messerschmitt  

Oct. 4: Doris Dietman  

 Julie Ernst  

 Jodi Gentry Oct. 22: Sally Finck 

Oct. 5 Deb Leslie Oct. 25: Barbara Schneider 

 James Turnbull Oct. 26: Heather Fanning 

Oct. 7: Dave Bogen  Kendra Norman 

 Miharu Wismar  John Sherwonit 

Oct. 8: Chris Deloge Oct. 27 Maxwell Carola 

Oct. 9: Lori Thompson Oct. 28: Mathew Benson 

Oct.  10: Sophia Pollex  Rick Boivie 

Oct. 11: Greg Dowling  John Deloge 

Oct. 16: Brody Turnbull  Ingrid Leibold 

Oct. 18: Sarah Selk Oct. 29: Robert Streich 

Oct. 20 Kelly Streich  Barbara White 

 Scott Turnbull Oct. 30 Michael Weldon 

 Joel Wilson Oct. 31: Marcia Wilson   

 
PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Thoughts on the Reformation and the charitable nature of our members 
If you have made it this far into the newsletter, then you know that Holy Cross is a vibrant, active congregation.  With 
the participation of our members, we are able to support a strong ministry to both our membership and the community – 
near and far. 
 

The past month or so has been challenging to people throughout our hemisphere.  And Holy Cross has stepped up. 
Whether it was back-to-school supplies for children in neighboring Bridgeport, or home and school supplies for families in 
Central America, the people of Holy Cross opened their hearts and their wallets to aid those less 
fortunate. Meanwhile, we feel compelled to assist our brothers and sisters whose lives have been 
forever changed by natural events such as hurricanes and earthquakes.  
 

And the requests won’t stop.  Our Sunday School is collecting hats and gloves.  Soon we’ll be talking 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, and the Covenant to Care for Children “Giving Tree” will go 
up.  Add to that ticket costs for some of our Holy Cross activities, and you might feel like someone 
from the church constantly has their hand out.  And I haven’t even mentioned financial stewardship! 
 

This constant solicitation has not gone unnoticed by your Board of Directors.  We are sensitive to the 
fact that everyone has varying degrees of financial struggles.  However, the amazing part is that Holy 
Cross members always come through!  
 

Certainly, despite our own personal and congregational budgetary concerns, we are a truly blessed 
membership!  In a small way, we are the living embodiment of what Luther preached through the 
Reformation (what, you thought I wouldn’t mention the Reformation this month?).  We are likely not charitable people; our 
gifts are not because of things we have done.  Instead, because of the grace shown us by God, we are freed to show 
grace to others; and God continues to enable us to do so.  The ultimate “pay it forward.” 
 

As you and your family continue to help others through your financial support, remember that 500 years ago, a man 
named Martin Luther helped us to understand why.  Sola gratia! 
 

In His Service, 
---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 10: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 1 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation 
 

We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 1 (RSV)  
Salutation/Greeting 
1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sos′thenes, 2to the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Thanksgiving 
4I give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were 
enriched in him with all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Divisions in the Church:  Exhortation to unity 
10I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chlo′e’s people that there is 
quarreling among you, my brethren. 12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apol′los,” or “I 
belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14I am thankful that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Ga′ius; 15lest any one should say that you were baptized in my 
name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Steph′anas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
 

Divisions in the Church:  Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart.” 20Where is the wise man? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 

26For consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth; 27but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong, 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that 
no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, 
our righteousness and sanctification and redemption; 31therefore, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord.” 

 
We move into The Study: Corinth was the business center of Greece, and had been visited and preached to by Paul 
during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the problems of Christians in a local 
church, primarily their relationships with one another.  
 

Paul’s main audience in the letter is the young converts (Verse 2).  Paul’s intro is a soft start for the first nine verses and 
includes a salutation and blessing.  Paul’s writing is gentle at first but severe criticisms of the people’s sins is about to come.  
 

One of the reasons for the letter is in Verse 11: reports of quarreling among the believers. Paul urgently appeals for unity 
and agreement, specifically to counteract divided Christians saying they “belong” to different persons or beings.  With a 

hint of levity, Paul writes that while he did baptize various people, they 
weren’t baptized in his name, and he wasn’t crucified for them.  In Verse 17 
he writes clearly: His mission is to preach the Gospel using the cross of 
Christ.  Plain and simple.  
 

From Verses 18 to the end, we read some familiar nuggets of Scripture, 
arguably just as or more powerful now than they were for the audience 
Paul wrote to.  In Verse 18 the message is that the cross is silliness to 
the unsaved but it is the ultimate power of God to the saved. Starting 
with Verse 20, Paul writes that the wisest of men are foolish compared 

to God’s wisdom.  In Verses 22 and 23, Paul refers to the fact that both Jews and Greeks rejected Jesus but not for the 
same reasons.  The Jews wanted a sign, a Messiah who would work political wonders.  When Jesus failed to live up to 
that, the Jews despised and hated Him.  The “worldly” Greeks thought it ludicrous the savior would be crucified.  But the 
message of “Christ crucified” holds the power and wisdom of God.  
                     “Looking Deeper,” continues on Page 11 
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“Looking Deeper,” continued from Page 10 
 

In Verse 25, the “foolishness of God” (an impossibility) is wiser than man, and the “weakness of God” (another 
improbability) is stronger than man.  
 

Paul points out that not many of those called were powerful or worldly wise or nobly born, but God chose the weak, the 
lowly and despised, to shame the strong, the high and mighty and the exalted.  No human should boast in the presence of 
God.  If there is any boasting to be done, let it be boasting of the Lord.  
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 2 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 

 
 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To all those who helped with the planning and carrying out of the church picnic on September 17:  The Discipleship 
Commission—Jim Atkinson, Lydia Struzik, Donna Bogen and Laurie Vaitkus who took care of the planning, shopping, 

set-up, running, and clean-up; Dave and Mary Ann Schiller for bringing their 
large coolers and for donating jam for the raffle; John Anantharaj, Rick Van 
Wart and Jon Halls who cooked burgers and hotdogs, and also to Jon for 
lending us his grill; Mary Atkinson, for donating the “guess the amount of candy 
in the jar” contest; Michele Van Wart, for washing dishes; and Edith Skoog, who 

donated flowers for the raffle.  Thanks also to everyone who participated by bringing a salad or dessert to share and 
helping with clean-up, and to those anonymous people who donated items to the raffle.  

 
 
CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Be a “light!”  Support the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet 
It’s easy!  Just drop off your gently-used donation of fall clothing in the box in the narthex and we will 
deliver your clothing to the Summerfield United Methodist Clothes Closet in Bridgeport.  
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

 
 
WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
Advice from a pumpkin 

Be well-rounded. 

Get plenty of sunshine. 

Give thanks for life’s bounty.  

Have a thick skin. 

Keep growing. 

Be outstanding in your field. 

Think big! 
---Reprinted with permission from  

The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 


