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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

If you were to ask people what they thought of when you mention “November” some might say “Turkey Day” but many 
more would probably say “Thanksgiving Day.”  Early in the history of our country most people were directly involved with 
agriculture – farming and gardening.  By November most, if not all, of the harvest was safely stored away and there would 
be enough to feed them and their animals.  It was a time for thanksgiving! 
 
Today most American citizens are not directly involved in agriculture, yet we are all dependent upon the fruits of agriculture 
for our daily bread.  Of course, the real truth is that we are all dependent upon the blessings of God for our physical and 
spiritual well-being.  If God were to withdraw His hand of blessing we would not enjoy the bounty that we now have. 
 
Most citizens of our country observe a national day of thanksgiving during November.  They may refer to it more as “Turkey 
Day” but they are at least somewhat grateful for what they enjoy.  As Christians, we are moved with special gratitude to 
celebrate “Thanksgiving Day” every day of the year as we pray “Give us this day our daily bread.”  We are God’s 
grateful stewards. 
 
Regarding Christian stewardship, a definition that is often used is: “Christian 
stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the 
church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  That is a 
pretty good definition of Christian stewardship but it can make stewardship into a 
“something” rather than a “lifestyle.”  Then stewardship can become “something” that I can 
choose or not choose. 
 
The truth is that we are stewards of all the blessings that God has showered upon us, the 
best spiritual blessings of forgiveness of sins, life and salvation that we have in Jesus as 
well as all the physical blessings that He generously provides to us each day.  The real 
issue is what kind of stewards are we – grateful, generous and productive…or selfish, 
stingy and non-productive??? 
 
Perhaps a better way to describe stewardship is with a definition like this: “God’s redeemed stewards, in cooperation 
with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage God’s blessings of life and 
life’s resources for HIS purposes.” 
 
Armed with a definition like this we can say with meaning the words of Dr. Martin Luther’s explanation of the petition “Give 
us this day our daily bread”: “God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all wicked 
people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving.” 
 
Redeemed Christian stewards, have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 
 

Pastor Wismar 
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Sunday, November 4 – Daylight Saving Time Ends (2 a.m.)   
 

Tuesday, November 6 – Election Day 
 

Thursday, November 8 

 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Saturday, November 10 
 5:00 p.m. –   Cultural Potluck Dinner 
 

Saturday, November 17 
 7:00 a.m. –  Men’s Bible Study (third of four Saturday-morning sessions) 
 

Wednesday, November 21 
 7:30 p.m. – Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist 
  During the service there will be a special food collection 
  to benefit the Trumbull Food Pantry 
 

Thursday, November 22 – Thanksgiving Day 
 (Office closed and no preschool both on this day and Friday, Nov. 23) 
 

Sunday, December 2 – The Season of Advent begins 
 

Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19 
 6:15 p.m. – Advent Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. – Advent Midweek Worship with the theme “God With Us” 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from events 

and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DO IT NOW! 
Words by Mark Twain 
 

“Twenty years from now you will 
be more disappointed by the 
things you didn’t do than by the 
ones you did.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Editor’s Clip Sheets © 2013 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the December edition.  
The deadline for articles is 
Monday,  
November 12.   
Please take  
note of this  
earlier 
deadline and plan ahead to 
publicize events or share news 
with your fellow Holy Cross 
members.  You can submit articles 
to the newsletter mailbox, located 
outside the church office, or send 
them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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SPECIAL FOOD COLLECTION 
Food donations to be collected at our Thanksgiving Eve worship service 
The Worship Commission is sponsoring the annual Thanksgiving Eve Service non-perishable food 
collection to benefit the Trumbull Food Pantry.  Please bring your donated food items to the 
Thanksgiving Eve Service, which is at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 21.  
---DORIS DIETMAN 
   for the Worship Commission 

 
 

 

FALL BACK—Remember!   
Daylight Saving Time Ends on November 4 
Turn your clock BACK one hour before going to sleep on  
Saturday, November 3, and enjoy the extra hour of sleep! 

 
 
WORDS TO LIVE BY 
The genius of generosity  
Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited with the insight that “there is a certain genius in generosity.”  He explains 
that when we open our hands – figuratively speaking – to allow something to pass through our fingers, rather than holding 

it with tightly clenched fists, God can give us new blessings.  
 

“God cannot pour more into hands that are already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman. 
Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts God has given us so 
generously are to be shared just as freely with others. With our hands continually open to receive, give 
and receive again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes on and on. 

 

Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2018 

 
 
 

Plan to Attend! 
 

  Share your Family Heritage at our 
 

  CULTURAL POTLUCK DINNER 
 

  Saturday, November 10, at 5 p.m. 
 

Bring a food item to share that is a cultural favorite of your ancestors. 
Following the dinner, we hope to have some entertainment.  If you 

have a song, dance or anything related to your heritage that you would like to share at 
this event, please contact Julianne Nyitrai:  djnyitrai@aol.com / 203- 445-7856. 

 
There is no cost to this event, but we will need an accurate count of people  

who plan to attend, as well as knowing the food you plan to bring.  
A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table. 

 

 

mailto:djnyitrai@aol.com
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PRAISE GOD  

FOR HIS  

ABUNDANT GOODNESS! 
 

Join your Holy Cross 

family and friends  

at the annual 

THANKSGIVING EVE 

EUCHARIST 

Wednesday, Nov. 21 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

During the service there will be a 

collection of non-perishable food 

items to be donated to the 

Trumbull Food Pantry. 

 
PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
 

This is the second in a three-part series on leadership. 
 

Leadership:  Don’t just sit there – do something 
 

Like we are ever just sitting.  Life is busy and sometimes overwhelming.  How can 
we possibly fit in all we have to do?  Deep breath.  Pray.  Pressure and conflict are 
part of life, and there is no escaping.  Leaders experience all of these things and 
are not immune to the drag.  Here is the difference:  Church leaders step forward in 
faith with confidence, not with answers.  We are challenged by the demands placed 
on our time, family and energy.  We are called to carefully manage our precious 
resources. 
 

Consider this:  God supports us in our work, leads us through conflict and gives us 
rest.  We are blessed.  I remain grateful and inspired by the people in our church 
who volunteer, step up when asked, or simply do what needs to be done.  
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” – Galatians 6:9 
 

Speak with a Board member about what they do and how they do it.  Give careful, thoughtful and prayerful consideration 
to moving into a leadership position in our church. 
 

In fellowship and service, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WE ARE FAMILY 
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross 
members and friends.  Please turn in items to the 
newsletter box. 
 
October 21 was a special day for two Holy Cross 
families.  At the late service on that day we welcomed 
into the Family of God, through the life-giving waters of 
Holy Baptism, Charlotte Rose daughter of Ryan and 
Heather (DelMedico) Fanning.  Charlotte’s sponsors 
are her uncle, Kyle Hackney, 
and her aunt, Jennifer Fanning.  
Following the 10:30 a.m. service 
we welcomed Jace Daniel, 
infant son of Brendan and Dani 
(Senft) Broadbin into the 
Family of God, through the life-
giving waters of Holy Baptism.  
Jace’s sponsors are his uncle, 
Ryan Broadbin, and his aunt, Tina Batoh.  By the power 
of God’s Word Charlotte and Jace are born again, of 
water and the Spirit, to life as children of God.  We give 
thanks to God for His gifts of faith and life, and we look 
forward to the new relationship we have with Charlotte 
and Jace.   
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Annual “Giving Tree” will be presented by end of November 
True story told to me by Mimose Ulysses-Laurenard, Holy Cross’ “adopted” DCF social worker (paraphrased):  In the late 
summer, just prior to the school year beginning, Mimose and a fellow social worker met with a group of children “in the 
DCF system” to ask them what they wished for most in their lives…what would make them most happy.  While a few 
children said they wanted an iPhone or a video game, one particular boy listed three things he most wanted:  a toothbrush 
and running water, clean underwear and socks, and time for playing.  What a sad reality of a child’s life, right here in our 
community.  And I’m sure he is certainly not the only child in the DCF system that has basic needs like this.  
 

So now that I have shared this story and hopefully tugged on your heart-strings, I ask this:  As you are 
making preparations for the upcoming Christmas season, I hope you will include in your gift-giving list 
a Christmas gift and/or hat & mitten/glove set for one of the children that is under the care of DCF 
through the Covenant to Care for Children program.  By the end of this month the annual Christmas 
“Giving Tree” poster filled with ornament tags will be out in the narthex.  In mid-October Mimose had 
28 children in her caseload.  If this list remains as is, that means we will have 56 ornament tags that 

need to be taken – two for each child, one for a toy or personal item, and one for a hat & mitten/glove set.  Before giving 
me the caseload list, Mimose will have found out from each child what type of special toy or personal item he or she 
especially desires.  For many of the children, this will be the only Christmas gift he or she will receive.   
 

For the past two years, we have given each child a hat & mitten/glove set, which was a very “warm” and welcome addition 
to the Christmas gift, so we will continue this extra gift-giving again this year.  If you don’t want to wait for the “Giving Tree” 
poster to be put up later this month and want to shop for winter hat & mitten/glove sets, please do so!  Whatever gender 
and age you wish to purchase for, it doesn’t matter as I can match up the color/style to the children on the caseload list.  
Donations of new winter hat & mitten/glove sets may be put it in the specially-labeled collection box in the narthex.   
 

Thank you in advance for your support of this ministry to support children in crisis and in need.   
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 

 
 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 

The Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the October 2 
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Joe and Cindy Ciccia, Christina Curto, 
Lorraine Finch, Sally Finck, Kerry Geffert and Kendra Norman. 
 

Sally Finck, David and Mary Ann Schiller and Rick and Michele Van Wart for the time they gave to 
do a much-needed clean-up job in our church library/conference room.  Thanks for your elbow grease to 
clean shelves and dust off every single book! 
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for spending one morning a week helping out in the church office. 

 
 

 

 IN THE MAILBAG  
 

   From Myrtle Anderson 
 

 Dear Holy Cross Family and Friends, 
 

 I want to thank all of my church family and friends for all the kind prayers and support you have 
 shown to me during my recent fall.  I am so lucky to be part of a loving and caring church family 
 who are always willing to be sure I am safe while at church.  A big thank you to Pat Deloge and 
 Miharu Wismar for taking the time to check on me daily and caring for the wound on my forehead.   
 God bless you! 
 

 ---MYRTLE ANDERSON 
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Travels great and small part of the busy ministry schedule 
Addie and Leah continue to be travelers!  Leah went on another flight to Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) in Chicago to 
assist in the training of our new handler Randy and ministry partner Rose.  Randy is a retired police officer and he will be 
part of our law-enforcement ministry.  Addie had a road trip to Virginia where she proudly welcomed Comfort Dog Amos at 
Our Savior’s Way Lutheran Church in Ashburn, Va., for the “Passing of the Leash” ceremony.  Amos will serve in both the 
veteran and the law-enforcement communities.  Welcome Amos! 
 

Cindy and Leah enjoyed their monthly visit to Holy Cross Preschool.  The children sure do get excited when they see 
Leah and Cindy walk in.  The teachers quickly settled them to their seats and we began by asking the children what is 
new or what is something special they have done since our last visit.   The October 
curriculum was fall and Cindy read books on this topic to 32 attentive preschoolers – a 
group that included three new students!  They listened and learned and, as usual, the 
children were asked questions about the books after they were read.  The preschoolers 
then enjoyed their time to pet Leah.  This is always done five at a time, so they have 
space and so that Leah is not crowded.  We then helped with the fall-themed craft 
project and enjoyed looking at the beautiful fall trees they made. 
 

Middlebrook Farms Assisted Living continues to be a monthly visit for Cindy and Joe.  
Joe seems to have a talent at remembering everyone’s name.  Thank goodness for this 
as I (Cindy) cannot.  He got one name wrong and the resident said, “That is not my name, I am Joan.”  I don’t think he will 
forget again.  As always, we spend most of our time in the Harbor Unit and complete our visit with the Assisted Living 
residents. 
 

Kathryn attended the Regional Conference, held at Christ the King Lutheran–Newtown on October 27-28.  Kathryn, along 
with handlers and ministry partners from our region, have the opportunity to continue training with sessions by LCC 
Anastasia K9 Training Director.  October 27 was a full day of team, individual and video training and with guest speakers.  
We will share Kathryn’s recap in the December newsletter. 
 

The Vicki Soto 5K is fast approaching on November 3.  Registration is closed but you still can join us!  Please consider 
coming to the event, which is held in the Lordship area of Stratford, and stop by our booth.  This is a family-friendly event, 
featuring face painting, balloon twisters, artists, food and beverage trucks.  We will share a recap in the December 
newsletter. 
 

Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK, JOE CICCIA 

 
 
HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
Field trip and Thanksgiving Feast highlight this month’s activities 
 

“O Give Thanks to the Lord for He Is Good”!   
 

As we head into November we will be discussing all the wonderful gifts that God has given us.  The children are learning 
about being thankful and sharing what we have with others.  As part of our Thanksgiving curriculum we will visit New 

Pond Farm for a unit on Native Americans.  We will learn how Native Americans lived and get 
to experience a real wigwam!  We will have a Thanksgiving Feast at school with all three 
classes together.  Each class will make something to share at the feast.  We will be busy 
preparing for this event by creating placemats, centerpieces and hats.  The parents are invited 
to attend and the children will treat them to a concert of Thanksgiving songs!   
 

Our science activities this month will focus on motion as we learn about levers and ramps.  
We will continue our pumpkin exploration by watching our pumpkins decay and return to the 

earth.  When pumpkins decay they become homes to many creatures, insects and molds.  We will read a book called 
“Rotten Pumpkin,” which has many great photographs of this process.  
 

All of us here at the preschool wish you and your families a very blessed Thanksgiving! 
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
 

---MICHELE GLENNON 
   Preschool Director 
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FINANCIAL NOTES 
Offering update provided for the first three quarters of 2018 
As part of our ongoing communication efforts, we are pleased to provide you with this quarterly financial update for the 
third quarter (through September 2018).  
 

The regular giving has totaled $191,514 through the end of the third quarter (which is in line with the 
budget of $189,500).  This equates to a weekly average of $4,788.  The 2018 total year budget calls 
for regular giving of $5,471 per week to meet anticipated expenses (note – this does not include 
special services such as Easter, Advent, etc., which are separately budgeted).  This is the value 
that appears on the back of the weekly bulletin.   
 

A few items to highlight; 

 Giving continues to be in line with budget on a year-to-date basis.  We thank all of you for that.  However, the budget 
for giving assumes increased levels through year-end so we will continue to monitor.   

 We have a deficit through the third quarter of $(18,243). The Board and our staff continue to be diligent in managing 
expenses.  However, seasonal costs (such as snow removal) and property costs (such as tree removal) have been 
higher than anticipated.  Additional giving helped offset the costs of the tree removal. 

 For those that want to take advantage of current technology, please consider e-giving through Vanco, which can be 
accessed via the internet home page. Join others who have taken advantage of the electronic method of giving.  

 

The Board hopes you find this update valuable, and we thank you for your continued support.  Please let anyone on the 
Board know if you have any questions regarding this update. 
 

Monthly Giving – January to September 2018 

Month 
Offering 
Actual 

Offering 
Budget 

January $26,889 $22,500 

February 18,037 20,000 

March 19,823 21,000 

April 22,158 21,000 

May 18,215 19,000 

June 17,636 19,000 

July 20,437 23,000 

August 26,378 20,000 

September 21,941 24,000 

Total $191,514 $189,500 

Weekly Avg $4,788  
 

Income Statement – January to September 2018 
 Total Income $217,196 
 Total Expenses (235,439) 

Surplus/(Deficit) $(18,243) 
 

  Total income includes weekly giving/offering, plate, building use, special services and investment income 
 

“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”  — 2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

---CHAD HELMINGER 
   Financial Secretary 

 

 
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
Words by Jim Davis, American cartoonist and creator of the comic strip, “Garfield” 
“Vegetables are a must on a diet.  I suggest carrot cake, zucchini bread and pumpkin pie.” 
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CELEBRATING NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 1: Kyle Helminger Nov. 14: Jon Halls 

Nov. 2: Gavin Dowling Nov. 15: Ryan Matthews 

Nov. 3 Kristen Cerone Nov. 16: Bernice Erickson 

 Peggy Liptack  Joey Vaitkus 

 Alex Riccio Nov. 17: Luke Wismar 

 Alexis Rodriguez Nov. 18: Christine Matthews 

Nov. 5: Lydia Struzik Nov. 22: Stephen Sederquest 

Nov. 6: Otto Atkinson Nov. 24: Harald Dale 

Nov. 7: Michael Antoniou  Emma Gentry 

 Kevin Conte  Damon Knight 

Nov. 9: Sigourney Norman Nov. 25: Keith Chirgwin 

Nov. 11 Bob Burns Nov. 29: Samantha Sylling 

 Dylan Chirgwin Nov. 30: Anthony DelMedico 

 Jody Knight  Craig Mones 

Nov. 12: Ingrid Cerone  Norine Zalenski 

 Joanne Tardy   

 
LIBRARY NEWS 
Overdo clean-up meant to upgrade and better utilize the room 
We are cleaning up the library – cleaning shelves and books, and looking to sort, discard and attain 
new books to make our library a resource in support of the mission and commissions of our church.  
Special thanks to Sally Finck, David and Mary Ann Schiller and Rick Van Wart for their help.  It is a 
dusty job; somebody has to do it.  I am looking for others to join the brain-storming and work effort.  Did 
you notice the changes in the library conference room space? 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors 

 
 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Volunteers served the Lord by serving 92 meals to those in need 
“For the body is not one member, but many.” – 1 Corinthians 12:14 
 

The October 2 Community Supper proved to be a test of this ministry.  Unexpectedly, Joe and I had to leave about an 
hour into the preparation.  The day proved to be all about teamwork as those from Holy Cross, Grace Lutheran–Stratford 
and St. John’s Episcopal–Bridgeport all pulled together.  God’s hands touched each of them as they fed 71 people, and 

then served 21 “seconds” for a total of 92 meals.  There were seven volunteers from Holy Cross, six 
from Grace Lutheran and several from St. John’s.   This ministry is blessed to have such dedicated 
volunteers.  Thank you to our members who volunteered:  Christina Curto, Lorraine Finch, Sally Finck, 
Kerry Geffert and Kendra Norman.  And from Grace Lutheran, we thank Helen Harper, Diane Hintz 
Schyhols, Hank Sanders, Gus and Savi Semon and Fay Tillson.  The members of St. John’s are 
always there as our clean-up crew but, on this day, they assisted in any way they were needed.  We 
are grateful to have such wonderful people in our lives. 

 

---CINDY and JOE CICCIA 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 22: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 13 
 

A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 13 (RSV) 
 

Public Worship—The Use of Spiritual Gifts 
2, The way of love; a, Love superior 
1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  2And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 

have not love, I am nothing.  3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned [other ancient authorities read 

“body that I may glory”], but have not love, I gain nothing.  
 

2, The way of love; b, Love defined 
4Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; 5it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.  7Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.  
 

2, The way of love; c, Love imperishable 
8Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 

away.  9For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect; 10but when the perfect comes, the imperfect will 

pass away.  11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a man, 

I gave up childish ways.  12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall 

understand fully, even as I have been fully understood.  13So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 

is love. 
 
We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and Paul had visited and 
preached to the people there during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 
Chapter 11 began a section on Public Worship, or some might refer to them as Public Worship Problems, which ends with 
Chapter 14.  Chapter 12 was thoroughly about “the use of spiritual gifts” and has many verses we have learned to love 
over the years for their insight.  Chapter 13 is another chapter we have heard quite often, on many types of occasions, 
with some of the most cherished verses in the Bible.  The chapter focuses on love as a superior emotion and how, if we 
don’t have love, our speaking sounds like clanking and a noisy mishmash.  The faith to move mountains, without love, is 

nothing.  If we give away our possessions to help the needy and feed the 
poor, but lack love, it means nothing.  Love validates all that we say and do. 
 
Verses 4 to 7 are often heard at wedding ceremonies since they define love 
and tell us what love is: patient, kind, rejoices in the truth, and it bears, 
believes, hopes and endures all things.  And we find out what love is not: 
envious, boastful, arrogant, rude, insisting on its own way, irritable, resentful, 
not rejoicing in wrongdoing.  Also great as a wedding message is Verse 8a: 
Love never ends.  
 
Another beautiful thought is established in Verses 8 to 13, and that is that 
love is imperishable, it will never end.  The gifts of prophecy and tongues 
and knowledge all will come to an end, but not love.  We mature and expand 
our thinking and reasoning as we get older so that we see and perceive 

things differently as we get older.  Things we have trouble understanding early on become clearer to understand as we 
age.  In Verse 13, we are told that faith, hope and love are the three most important graces, but the first two are temporal; 
love will go on forever.  Faith and hope will be achieved when we get to heaven, but love will never disappear.  
 
Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 14 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
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ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
The yearly Tashua excursion confirms:  
Day jobs should not be abandoned 
It wasn’t necessarily true that the best thing about the 
annual church golf event at Tashua Knolls on Saturday, 
October 20, was the weather, but it was a pretty decent 
day.  Considering all the rain, and the fluctuating 

temperatures leading up to the outing, 
the partly sunny, calm day in the low 60s 
was welcome.  But so was the company 
of the 13 players, who went off around 
12:30 off both tees.  
 

The group included Dan Senft, Charlie 
Senft, Steve Senft the younger, Jim 
Leslie, Dave Bogen and Andrew Struzik 

off the front nine, and Matt Rentz, Dave Rentz, Ethan 
Rentz, Sally Finck, Jim Finch, Andrew Sylling and Cliff 
Schrock off the back nine.  
 

The front-niners were finished well ahead of the back-
nine groups and went into the clubhouse to get the hors 
d’oeuvres ordered for the usual 19th-hole repartee and 
kibitzing. There it was revealed that no one broke par or 
even cracked it, but two birdies were made: Dave Bogen 
on the par-3 third hole (a great achievement on a difficult 
hole), and Cliff Schrock on the par-5 seventh.  
 

There was a full field of 16 originally, but three golfers 
had to bow out due to injury: Chad Helminger (ankle), 
Steve Senft the elder (back), and Jim Atkinson, who had 
soreness from dog handling at work and was not likely to 
find it fun to swing golf clubs.  
 

We will likely put our church golfers through another test 
of their mettle next year, so keep this event in mind if 
you’d like to play with fellow church duffers in 2019.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
 

 
 

The golf outing group likely enjoyed the 19th hole more than 
the 18 on the course.  From left, going clockwise, Dave Bogen, 

Andrew Struzik, Matt Rentz, Ethan Rentz, Dave Rentz,  
Cliff Schrock, Sally Finck, Charlie Senft, Dan Senft, Jim 

Leslie, Jim Finch, Andrew Sylling.  Missing: Steve Senft.  

 

HUGS 
 

It’s wondrous what a hug can do 
   a hug can cheer you when you’re blue. 
A hug can say I love you so; 
  or gee, I hate to see you go. 
 

A hug is “Welcome back again!” 
   and “great to see you!” or “Where’ve you been?” 
A hug can soothe a small child’s pain 
   and bring a rainbow after rain 
 

The hug!  There’s just no doubt about it. 
   We scarcely could survive without it.  
A hug delights and warms and charms. 
   It must be why God gave us arms! 
 

Hugs are great for fathers and mothers, 
   sweet for sisters, swell for brothers. 
And chances are some favorite aunts, 
   love them more than potted plants 
 

Kittens crave them, puppies love them. 
   Heads of state are not above them. 
A hug can break the language barrier 
   and make the dullest day seem merrier. 
 

No need to fret about the store of them 
   the more you give, the more there are of them. 
So stretch those arms without delay 
   and give someone a hug today! 

—Author Unknown 
 

---Submitted by LAURIE VAITKUS & MARY ATKINSON 

 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


