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THOUGHTS FROM ONE OF OUR GUEST PASTORS 
When the darkness of the earth and sin close in, think of God’s Light, Jesus, shining through 
The month of November brings us to the final weeks of the Church Year, which traditionally deals with what are called the 
“Last Things.”  The lessons read in church on the last three Sundays of November bring a special opportunity to reflect on 
the end of time and the end of our earthly lives.  In the Apostles Creed we affirm our belief in the resurrection of the body, 
which is God’s good but temporary gift to us while we are living on earth.  With all who have died in the faith before us we 
await the coming of the Lord.  Saint Paul writes “…we shall be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51)  Our faithful worship and 
our lives of devotion help us prepare for that glorious event! 
 
In the month of November we notice the days getting shorter as the calendar propels us toward the winter solstice in 
December.  We notice more and more darkness around us.  In the second verse of Genesis, Chapter 1, it states that in 
the beginning “…darkness was over the face of the deep.”  The first recorded words spoken by God are “Let there be 
light!” (Genesis 1:3)  And there was light, created as part of God’s good 
creation.  There is another darkness in the world now – the darkness of 
sin.  But again we hear of God’s bringing light through Jesus, the Son of 
God, who says: “I am the light of the world.” (John 8:12)   As those who 
reflect the light of Christ, we have a clear vision not only of the darkened 
world, but, as children of the True Light, we can look forward to the 
brightness of the new heaven and the new earth promised by our Lord.  
 
In the darkening days of November we may find ourselves echoing the 
words of the Psalmist as he calls out to the Lord: “Satisfy us in the 
morning with Your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days.” (Psalm 90:14)  God promises to satisfy us not only for our earthly lives but eterna lly as well.  Looking toward that 
time of great surprise with confidence and hope we say with the Psalmist: “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon 
us!” (Psalm 90:17a), and we respond to that favor with our heartfelt praise and thanksgiving. 
 

The month of November is a great time to use our hymnal as a source of devotional reading at home.  If you do not yet 
have a hymnal of your own, one can be ordered through the church office.  Every home needs a hymnal – whether there is 
a piano in it or not!  Hymns of thanksgiving are scattered throughout the hymnal – in sections such as “Praise and 
Adoration” [LSB Nos.790–822], “Baptismal Life” {LSB Nos. 595–605] and especially in “Stewardship”  [LSB Nos. 781–789], 
which includes such well-loved hymns as “Praise and Thanksgiving” and “We Praise You, O God.”  Putting our expressions 
of thanks into music is in accord with the encouragement of Saint Paul, who directed the Colossians to be “singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” (Colossians 3:16) 
 
As we consider the “Last Things” and blend our praise and thanksgiving into our reflection we will find ourselves well-
prepared for the return of our Advent King as the journey through this Church Year comes to its close and the new one 
begins.  Together we await what is to be for our lives, for the Church and our congregation and for the world as we 
confidently echo the timeless cry “Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20) 
 

---REV. GREGORY J. WISMAR 
   Pastor Emeritus of Christ the King—Newtown, Connecticut 
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Sunday, November 5 – Daylight Saving Time Ends (2 a.m.)   
 

Tuesday, November 7 – Election Day 
 
Thursday, November 9 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Saturday, November 11 
 7:00 p.m. –  Adult Fellowship:  “Whist” Card Game Night 
 

Wednesday, November 22 
 7:30 p.m. – Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist 
 

Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Day 
 (Office closed and no preschool both on this day and Friday, Nov. 24) 
 

Sunday, December 3 – The Season of Advent begins 
 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, 20 
 6:15 p.m. – Advent Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. – Advent Midweek Worship with the theme “Together in Advent” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).  
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole 
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the 
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service 
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 
 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from 

events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

START SMALL 
Words by Henry Ford 
“Coming together is a beginning; 
keeping together is progress; 
working together is success.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the December edition.  
The deadline for articles is 
Wednesday,  
November 15.   
Please take  
note of this  
upcoming 
deadline and plan ahead to 
publicize events or share news 
with your fellow Holy Cross 
members.  You can submit articles 
to the newsletter mailbox, located 
outside the church office, or send 
them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
Learn about YOUR Spiritual Gifts at a special Sunday morning class in November 
Please join us every Sunday in November during Adult Bible Study (9:30 to 10:15).  We will be learning about Spiritual 
Gifts.  Each week we will learn what is a spiritual gift, what gifts we have, and how to use them for the glory of God.  This 
is our “stewardship event” for 2017.  
 

This class might help all of us discover how we can each help our church and 
community according to God’s plan for us.  Sometimes the ways we are best suited to 
serve God are not apparent to us.  Hopefully by going through this course, we will all 
find out which ways we can best serve God.  For example, Billy Graham was an 
outstanding evangelist, but not everyone can be a Billy Graham.  We all can evangelize, 
but each person does it differently.  By the end of November, we will all know what our 
gifts are and in what areas we should concentrate our talents. 
 

I hope to see you all at this special class.  We will grow as individuals and as a church if we follow God’s path.  It will be a 
wonderful way to enter a new year. 
---JIM ATKINSON 
   Discipleship Commission Director 
 
 

 

Editor’s Note:  For those of you familiar with social-media outlets such as Facebook, you will be familiar with the terms 
“Throwback Thursday” or “Flashback Friday.”  On Facebook, those are ways that users share a picture or an event from 
years ago.  Since we are in the midst of Holy Cross’ 60th year, we thought it would be a nice treat to go back through 
newsletters from years ago and share fun and interesting articles.  We’ll call this column “Retro Reading.”  You may 
discover something you didn’t know about your church’s history, or that what was written about “back then” is still 
relevant today, or you may just enjoy being transported back to a simpler time and easier way of life.  Articles will be 
reprinted the way they appeared, illustrating that typos and grammatical errors are timeless!  Enjoy! 
 

RETRO READING 
Reprinted from February 1972 
 

WOMEN’S SOCIETY 

     January 20 was truly a “fun evening;” the ladies of the Society witnessed three 

stars being born!  Doris Brockmann, Doris Schoppmann, and Evelyn Zatkalik presented  
a skit concerning Mrs. Do and Mrs. Don’t visiting a patient in the hospital.  The 

audience spent most of the time laughing at Mrs. Don ’t’s chatter and actions, but were 

left with lots of food for thought while listening to Mrs. Do.  Our hostesses for the 

evening were Elaine Autuori and Emma Fengler.  They also helped make it a most 

enjoyable evening. 

     A container will be placed in the kitchen where anyone may leave spare pieces of 

colorful, printed fabric, yarn, felt, and old nylon stockings.  All the bits and pieces 

will be turned into adorable rag dolls.  This transformation will take place at the 

February meeting and the end result will be sent to some underpriveledged youngsters 

as Easter gifts. 

     In April we will be joining with the Mothers’ Group to hold a luncheon and fashion 

show.  This sounds like it will something everyone will enjoy attending.  Karen 

Peterson is the chairman and she still needs many more helpful hands.  
     The Women’s Society would like to thank all the ladies in the Dorcas who spent so much 

time making those absolutely lovely shawls for the many shut-ins our visitation committee 

has on its list.  They were greatly appreciated by each and every lady who received one.  

      Please join us in February and help to make Easter a little more joyous for some 
little one.  Incidentally, you’ll feel a great deal happier also. 

                BETTY CARLSON 
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CALLING TO LEAD AND SERVE 
Many Board positions are open and need you to step up 
“Relying on God has to start all over every day, as if nothing has yet been done.”  

            –C.S. Lewis 
 

And so we start… 
 

The Board of Directors is pleased to announce opportunities for you to lead 
and serve our congregation.  The following positions are open, terms 
beginning January 2018:  President, Vice President, Financial Secretary, 

Worship Director, Discipleship 
Director, Education Director, Social 
Ministry Director and Shepherd. 
 

After years of serving on the Board 
and volunteering in other capacities 
in service to the Lord and our 
congregation, those of us with terms 
ending soon remain committed to 

service but in need of new leaders to step in.  Give this prayerful and 
thoughtful consideration, and be open to the possibility of moving out of your 
comfort zone.  Christ’s presence in our lives is dynamic and powerful; 
embrace change, rest with the resistance and respond in faith. 
 

Please contact any Board member for information and to put your name on 
January’s ballot. 
 

In the Lord’s Service, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, 
   Vice President, Board of Directors 
   Nominating Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
               

Whist 

Night! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fellowship fun!  

 Saturday, Nov.11  

 Be prompt—7 p.m.  

 Old English card game  

 No experience needed  

 Sign-up in the narthex  

 Snacks–soda–coffee  

 Bring a card table  
 

 

               

 
 

 
WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
As we bundle up to stay warm, 
autumn changes its wardrobe 
The leaves fall, the wind blows and 
the farm country slowly changes 
from the summer cottons into its 
winter wools. 
---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Bold leaders brought Holy Cross to where it is; the time is now for new ones to take us into the future 
We have just celebrated two seminal events in the history of the Lutheran church, and Holy Cross in particular – the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation and the 60th anniversary of the establishment of Holy Cross.  At the core of both events, 
we celebrate the actions of individuals who took bold steps to advance the Gospel.  If you are not sure of whom I’m 
referencing, keep thinking. 
 

Thinking of the past 60 years of Holy Cross, many other brothers and sisters in Christ likewise have stepped forward to 
keep advancing the Gospel through the ministry and administration of our congregation.  During times when church life 
played a central role in family and social culture, taking on some responsibility in one’s congregation was common.  And 
while, yes, times have changed the role of church in many families’ lives, the administrative needs of 
our congregation remain.  Members are still needed to see that our youth are educated in the faith, that 
programs are still run in keeping with our mission, that members continue to look after one another 
within both our congregation and our larger communities, and that our fiscal affairs are managed in a 
God-pleasing and responsible manner.  Coordinating and leading all of this, ladies and gentlemen, I 
give you our Board of Directors. 
 

I haven’t done an official tally, but our current Board of Directors represents upward of 100 years of Board 
service.  I feel fairly confident in that number given that I represent almost a quarter of that total myself!  Did 
you know that on our Board currently sit three past Board Presidents?  Holy Cross is fortunate to have 
such dedicated servants.  But the reality is that many continue filling Board positions because others simply 
do not step forward.  The continuity and history represented by these servants is a blessing; however, it 
also may allow others to perceive that they need not step up.  This perception must stop now. 
 

For a variety of reasons, many of those currently filling positions that will be up for election in January have decided to not 
stand for reelection.  Including yours truly.  It is time for new faces and new ideas.  Maybe yours? 
 

I’ll likely wax on about my experience as President in a later newsletter, but suffice knowing that it has been a great honor.  
And now it is time for me, and others, to help forward Holy Cross’ mission in other ways. 
 

I hope you didn’t miss the article entitled “Calling to Lead and Serve” on the preceding page from Michele Van Wart, Vice 
President and Chair of Nominations, listing the positions that will need to be filled in January.  Please prayerfully consider if 
the Lord is calling you to fill one of these positions, or encourage a fellow member to prayerfully consider.  Holy Cross is at a 
crossroads (and surely not our last crossroads).  Will we move forward with willing leadership, or will we flounder? 
 

May God work in the hearts of all our members to call forward the leaders we need. 
 

In His Service, 
---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 

 
 
BIBLE QUIZ 
Take the challenge, but if you need to know the answer see Page 10 
After Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown – bound – into a blazing furnace for refusing to 
worship false gods, how many men did King Nebuchadnezzar see walking around in the fire?  
 

A. None — they were all dead 
B. Three — unbound and unharmed 
C. Four — and the fourth looked like a divine being 
D. Too many to count 

 
 

 

FALL BACK!—Daylight Saving Time Ends on November 5 

Turn your clock BACK one hour before going to sleep on  

Saturday, November 4 and enjoy the extra hour of sleep! 
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IN THE MAILBAG  
From Christine Matthews 
 

To my Holy Cross Family, 
 

I never thought about how lucky I was until my recent health issues.  I just want to take a moment 
to let you all know how very overwhelming it was to receive the support from my Holy Cross family.  
From the many cards, e-mails and phone calls it really meant a lot during my recovery.  I am truly 
blessed to be part of such a caring congregation. 
 

---CHRISTINE MATTHEWS 

 
 
CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Be a “light!”  Support the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet 
It’s easy!  Just drop off your gently-used donation of fall or winter clothing in the box in the narthex 
and we will deliver your clothing to the Summerfield United Methodist Clothes Closet in Bridgeport.  
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

 
 
BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at another church, be sure to drop off the 
service bulletin in the newsletter box.  Over the past few weeks we received a bulletin from: 
 

Otto and Mary Atkinson, who attended worship at King of Kings Lutheran in Middletown, N.J., on 
the Sunday that Mary’s niece’s three grandchildren were Baptized. 

 
 
COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Covenant renewal to take place Nov. 5; annual “Giving Tree” will be presented by end of November 
Please join me at the Sunday morning coffee fellowship at 9:15 on November 5, as we welcome both Mimose Ulysse-
Laurenard, Holy Cross’ “adopted” DCF social worker, and Selina Daniels, Regional Coordinator, Adopt-A-Social Worker 
Program, with the Covenant to Care for Children organization.  Mimose and Selina will be with us during our fellowship 
time as the three of us will officially sign the two-year Adopt-A-Social Worker Covenant.  Please stay after the early 
service or come early if you are a late-service worshiper…you will have the opportunity to meet and talk with Mimose and 
Selina and have some coffee, tea and breakfast goodies! 

 

Also in November I will have the annual Christmas “Giving Tree” poster filled with ornament tags out 
in the narthex.  Later this month Mimose will have provided me with an updated list of children under 
her care.  Before giving me this list, she will sit with each child/teen to try to find out what toys (or 
other items for the older kids) they most desire.  For many of the children, this will be the only 
Christmas gift he or she will receive.   
 

Last year we also gave each child a hat & mitten/glove set, which was a very “warm” and welcoming addition to the 
Christmas gift, so we will be doing that again this year.  Thank you to our Sunday School for helping with this ongoing 
collection.  At any time you feel so moved to purchase a winter hat & mitten/glove set, you may leave it in the collection 
box in the narthex.  If more hats and mittens are needed by the time the “Giving Tree” is presented, ornament tags for 
these will be included on the poster. 
 

As you are making preparations for the upcoming Christmas season, I hope you will include in your gift-giving list a 
Christmas gift and/or hat & mitten/glove set for one of the children that is under the care of DCF through the Covenant to 
Care for Children program.   
 

Thank you in advance for your support of this ministry to support children in crisis and in need.  I hope to see you all at 
coffee fellowship on November 5. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members:   
Ron Dietman; Cole Dowling; Gary Jackson; Robert Killian, recovering from surgery to implant a pacemaker; Jesse 
Kravecs, recovering from knee-replacement surgery; Christine Matthews, recovering from breast-cancer surgery; 
JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider; Monika Seyal; Barbara White, dealing with health issues; the homebound – 
Bernice Erickson and Edna Karacsony. 
 

During the past month, we also prayed for:   
Christina Dean, a relative of Paul Hagberg, suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling 
cancer; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, cousin of 
Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Nancy Galasso, friend of the Van Wart family, who is battling stage-4 cancer 
and currently receiving radiation treatments; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from 
cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon cancer surgery; 
eight-year-old Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin 
Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of 
lymphoma; Cliff Hummel, brother of Jesse Kravecs, diagnosed with a fast-moving cancer, prayers 
for time, comfort and strength; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has 
begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Rob Lindley, a friend of Paul Hagberg, 
suffering from cancer; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with memory issues; Patrick 
Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; 
Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who 
had a lung transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a 
missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft 
family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; 
Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is 
battling Valley Fever and recovering from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Dylan Vitucci, 8-year-old former Holy 
Cross Preschool student, as she recovers from extensive shoulder and arm surgery and now begins chemo to battle 
osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer…prayers for Dylan and her family that they remain strong during the six-month 
cancer treatment; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; Jim 
Wixson, diagnosed with bladder cancer and undergoing chemotherapy. 
 

Other prayer petitions were for: 
DJ Senft and Brendan Broadbin, who were married on October 14, for God’s blessings upon their marriage. 
 

We continue to pray for protection for those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao Paulo 
Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Daniel Struzik and our pastor, Rev. Eric Wismar. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for prayers to be 
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in 
this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail 
address to the church office. 
 

---DONNA SENFT 
   Shepherd’s Commission  
 
 

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 
Donations for the Trumbull Food Pantry may be left in the collection box in the narthex 
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to exist almost solely through donations from individuals and groups in our 
community.  We thank you for the recent donations that have been left in the collection box in the narthex 
and thank you in advance for any non-perishable items, but especially the following that are most needed: 
 

 Deodorant (male or female)  Laundry soap 
 Toothpaste  Juice boxes 
 Feminine hygiene products  Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 

 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
15 players take their swings at Tashua Knolls…and no surprise, they often hit the ball! 
On a brisk and mostly sunny Saturday on September 30, Holy Cross’ intrepid golfers joined together in four foursomes at 
Tashua Knolls to do battle with the course, and for most of them, their own golf games. 
 
The Holy Cross golf outing, in the old days, was a pretty well attended affair with a huge food event afterward. Then it 
went into hibernation until about six or seven years ago.  Since its renewal, we haven’t gotten up to the level of the glory 
days but we usually have a field of around 16 players.  
 

We have settled into Tashua Knolls as the venue, and have gone from having it on a Sunday to 
Saturday.  The event is a work in progress, but a constant is the fun everyone seems to have, 
especially after the round when we can sit and have munchies and a few refreshing drinks while 
rehashing the 18 holes.  
 
An attempt at a photo of the gathering to show who all played was a failure of immense proportions, or 
at least bad enough that it wasn’t worthy to be published.  Instead, we’ll list the players in the groups 
they played (names in boldface are newcomers to the golf event):  
 

12:27 p.m., Tee 1, Dave Bogen, Anthony Palumbo (Dave’s neighbor), Andrew Struzik 
12:36 p.m., Tee 1, Dan Senft, Charlie Senft, Stephen Senft, Steve Senft Jr. 
12:27 p.m., Tee 10, Michael Bonnar, Cole Dowling, Bob Kravecs, Andrew Sylling 
12:36 p.m., Tee 10, Jim Finch, Chad Helminger, Pastor Bob Beinke, Cliff Schrock 

 
Many regulars couldn’t play this year, among them: Jim Atkinson, Jim Leslie, Greg Dowling, Matt Rentz and clan, Paul Vaitkus, 
George Hermes and John Rosen.  They were missed, and if we get most of them next year we may need a fifth foursome.  
 
Each player was given a sleeve of balls and a copy of the book “Chicken Soup for the Golfer’s Soul,” which featured an 
entry by yours truly.  
 
Although a request was made for any highlights to share, I can attest from firsthand knowledge that Pastor Beinke had a 
great round that included three birdies, which, of course, caused many of us to good naturedly ask if there is much 
preaching going on at his church in Norwalk! 
 
I closed out my round with a birdie at the last hole.  Within the Senft foursome, we learned that Dan and Charlie came out 
on the short end versus the two Steves, and it was neat to see Chad Helminger play after not having gone out in several 
years.  Having a family with three young boys will do that to your schedule, but he got his game in gear as the round 
progressed. 
---CLIFF SCHROCK 

 
 
HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
Feasting and a museum trip are scheduled for November 
“O Give Thanks to the Lord for He is Good!”  As we head into November we will be 
discussing all the wonderful gifts that God has given us.  The children are learning about 
being thankful and sharing what we have with others.  We will have a Thanksgiving Feast 
at school with all the classes together.  Each class will make something to share for the 
feast.  We will be busy preparing for this event by creating placemats, centerpieces and 
hats.  The parents are invited to attend and the children will treat them to a concert of 
Thanksgiving songs!   
 
On November 6, we will be astronauts and learn about space with a field trip to the Discovery Museum.   There will be a 
movie as well as hands-on activities.  Some of our other science activities this month will focus on motion as we learn 
about levers and ramps.   
 
All of us here at the preschool wish you and your families a very blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
In His Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 
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CELEBRATING NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Nov. 1: Kyle Helminger Nov. 14: Jon Halls 

Nov. 2: Gavin Dowling Nov. 15: Ryan Matthews 

Nov. 3 Kristen Cerone Nov. 16: Bernice Erickson 

 Peggy Liptack  Joey Vaitkus 

 Alex Riccio Nov. 17: Luke Wismar 

 Alexis Rodriguez Nov. 18: Christine Matthews 

Nov. 5: Lydia Struzik Nov. 22: Stephen Sederquest 

Nov. 6: Otto Atkinson Nov. 24 Harald Dale 

Nov. 7: Michael Antoniou  Emma Gentry 

 Kevin Conte  Damon Knight 

Nov. 9: Sigourney Norman Nov. 25: Keith Chirgwin 

Nov. 11 Bob Burns Nov. 29: Samantha Sylling 

 Dylan Chirgwin Nov. 30: Anthony DelMedico 

 Jody Knight  Craig Mones 

Nov. 12: Ingrid Cerone  Norine Zalenski 

 Joanne Tardy   

 
COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Lots of travel and new partners highlight recent events 
We welcomed three new trained handlers:  Susan Johnson, Kayla Sinitsky and Heidi Kelly!  They were trained at LCC 
in Northbrook, Illinois, in October, and thank you to Kathryn for traveling out with Leah so that she could be part of training 
too.  Congratulations! 
 

Welcome to our new Ministry Partners and founding members of our new LCC K-9 Police Ministry:  Randy 
Salazar, Lt Danbury Police Department Ret. and his wife Rose Salazar!  Welcome to Randy and Rose who have begun 
meeting with the Danbury Police Department as we jointly investigate ways that we can 
serve them.  We are so excited for this ministry as God will call us to serve this important 
group of servants.  As part of this addition, Addie and Leah now join a small group of 
triple-vested K-9s. 
 

Recent Northeast travel:  A group from our team, along with Addie and Leah, were 
joined by team Lily, Lydia, Maggie and Obadiah.  We traveled to Boston October 21-22 to 
represent at the Northeast Regional Team Meeting.  After the meeting we attended (by 
invitation) the Boston Bruins game at the TD Center! 
 

National Team Deployments:  Teams have been sent to Las Vegas, Southwest Florida and California.  Please keep 
them in your prayers.   
 

Ministry Work:  Comfort visits were made to Donna Senft and Clara Batoh.  We also visited a young lady from Stamford 
who underwent open-heart surgery.  We received the following message after our visit; “The visit with Leah was 
amazing!!!  A huge thank you!!  The is a very special thing you all do.  Zoe was so happy.”    On October 30 we will be 
with the children at Holy Cross Preschool.  Our monthly visit will include a book reading, making a craft and greeting!  We 
have been asked to attend the Vicki Soto 5K in Stratford on November 4. 
 

Join Us:  Want to learn more!  Contact us!!! 
 

Bringing the mercy, compassion, and the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

--- CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK  
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 11: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 2 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
 

We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 2 (RSV)  
Divisions: The wisdom of the world and the foolishness of God 
1When I came to you, brethren, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words or wisdom.  2For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  3And I was with you in weakness and in much fear and 
trembling; 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 

Divisions: True wisdom the gift of God 
6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed 
to pass away.  7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification.  
8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9But, as it is 
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him,” 
10God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  11For what person 
knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him?  So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God.  12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand 
the gifts bestowed on us by God.  13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.  14The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  15The spiritual man 
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one.  16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”  But 
we have the mind of Christ. 
 

We move into The Study:  A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and had been visited and 
preached to by Paul during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the problems of 
Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another.  The main target for Paul’s letter is the young 
converts (Chapter 1, Verse 2). 
 

He had finished Chapter 1 by pointing out that not many of those called were powerful or 
worldly wise or nobly born, but God chose the weak, the lowly and despised, to shame 
the strong, the high and mighty and the exalted.  No human should boast in the presence 
of God.  If there is any boasting to be done, let it be boasting of the Lord. 
 

Chapter 2 begins with Paul’s remembrances of being among the Corinthians.  Among 
the three strongest memories are how he testified in plain and simple ways, how he 
came in fear and how he could speak from a standpoint of knowing how his words 
produced action.  Regarding fear what is meant is that the person who conducts their 
business with some nervousness, anxiety or fear will be far more productive than 
someone who does so with no tension or worries about how they do. 
 

Paul goes on to say that it’s not just men’s wisdom but the power and wisdom of God that 
is being passed along.  Yes, he’s told them the facts about the Christian faith, but there 
have also been the deeper truths passed and that is the “secret and hidden wisdom of 
God.”  Paul says if the rulers of the world knew this deeper wisdom they wouldn’t have 
crucified Jesus Christ.  In a recent conversation Mary and I had with Pastor Emeritus 
Froehlich, he said Verse 9 is a verse that gives him certainty about a heavenly home 

 

Then Paul concludes the chapter with a little bit of philosophy.  He says that just as the spirit of a man is the only 
“revealer” of a man’s thoughts, it is the Spirit of God that knows His thoughts, His most intimate thoughts.  That is why we 
depend on the Spirit to enlighten us about God and increase our knowledge of Him.  The unspiritual man cannot receive 
this insight; it is folly to him because he lacks the ability to understand it.  The spiritual man discerns God’s teachings, and 
thus has no reason to fear the judgment of others.  
Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 3 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
 
 

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWER 
Did you see the question about Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego on Page 5?   
The answer is… 
 

C.  Four – From Daniel 3:25— He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
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Advent begins on Sunday, December 3— 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Midweek Advent Preparation— 
Wednesdays, Dec. 6, 13, 20 

 

Soup Suppers at 6:15 p.m.    Holden Evening Prayer at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Our theme this year is “Together in Advent,” as we focus on a  
different activity each week for our Christmas season “to-do list.” 

These activities center on giving and sharing instead of on materialism. 
As we center on the true reason for the season—Jesus—we will 

contemplate being present, sharing joy and wrapping in love. 
 

Join us on the first three Wednesdays in December as we  
celebrate together the coming of God’s Son for our salvation! 

 

 
 

TRAVEL MEETING 
International Trips: Pastor’s Pilgrims 
Pastor Greg Wismar hosted an international travel meeting at 7 p.m. on Sunday, September 24, at Holy Cross, with trip 
presentations by Isabella Mastroianni from Globus Travel, Pastor Tim Yeadon, District President, and Pastor Greg Wismar.  
Our fellow congregational members Otto and Mary Atkinson, Donna DiLalla and Rick Van Wart were 
in attendance, but most of the attendees were from other congregations and groups for a total of 45 
people.  The destinations include Apulia (The Heel of Italy – June 2018), German Vista with 
Oberammergau (Germany, includes the Passion Play – June 2020), Holy Land Discovery (Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem – March 2019), and Scandinavia (July 2018).  We heard about past travel experiences, 
viewed some beautiful photos, and learned about plans for future trips in 2017 through 2020. 
 

We enjoyed a delicious pot-luck dessert and coffee buffet during the meeting.  Thanks to all who brought goodies!  A 
special thank you to Donna Bogen and Rick Van Wart for the pre-meeting setup and Donna DiLalla and Mary Atkinson 
who assisted with post-meeting clean-up.  
 

Trip pamphlets are in the narthex; and I encourage you to look into a trip or two and attend the next meeting.  Even if you 
are not planning a trip, the meetings are fun and full of good information.  Please contact Pastor Greg Wismar if you have 
questions or an interest in a trip. 
 

God’s blessings, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART 
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To Jim and Lorraine Finch and Joe and Cindy Ciccia for cleaning, prepping and 
painting the shed on the playground. 
 

To Carl Carlson for donating the paint used to paint the playground shed. 
 

To Michele Van Wart for serving as the HCLC liaison to help set up Rev. Greg Wismar’s 
“Pastor’s Pilgrims” travel meeting on Sept. 24.  Thanks also to Donna Bogen and Rick 
Van Wart for the pre-meeting set-up and Donna DiLalla and Mary Atkinson who 
assisted with post-meeting clean-up. 
 

To Jim and Lorraine Finch for offering their beautiful garden flowers for the September and October altar arrangements. 

 
 
WORDS ABOUT GIVING THANKS 
Exercising your gratitude muscles should be  
done year-round, not just at Thanksgiving  
Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it 
also appears to be good for us!  Indiana University 
researchers found that participants who performed 
gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, and 
were more likely to express gratefulness through 
generosity, even weeks later. 
 
Furthermore, brain scans revealed increased 
gratitude-related activity even months down the road 
(New York Magazine). 

 
Though the study 
was small, we seem 
to have a “gratitude 
muscle” that can be 
strengthened through 
exercise.  If so, there 
may be more than we 
thought to the popu-
larity of gratitude 
journals and Mom’s 
insistence that we 
write thank-you notes.  
Not to mention that 
great Biblical call to 
“give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is 
good” (1 Chronicles 
16:34, for example). 
 

Might God have hardwired us for gratitude – not only 
at Thanksgiving but year round – because it’s good for 
us as well as for those we thank?  To that, we 
respond, “Thanks be to God!” 

---Reprinted with permission from 
   The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 


