
   

The 

HOLY CROSS WORD 
Words of news, information, humor and inspiration from Holy Cross 
 

SEPTEMBER 2013   “Share the Hope”               VOL. LVII, NO. 1 
 

FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
When bad things happen, God has not lost control but remains in charge of it 
the-od-i-cy, noun: defense of God’s goodness and omnipotence in view of the existence of evil.  (Merriam-Webster online 
dictionary)  
 

In the wake of any tragedy, the inevitable question of theodicy arises.  The conundrum is: “How can a loving, yet all-powerful 
God allow evil and suffering?”  The argument runs: “A God that allows suffering is either a) not all-powerful and therefore 
unable to prevent suffering, or b) not loving because He has the power to prevent suffering but is unwilling to do so.  In light 
of evil and suffering in the world, God cannot be both loving and omnipotent.”  This dilemma has plagued humanity from time 
immemorial.  There is no perfect answer, and I would not presume to claim an explanation either in the limited space of a 
newsletter article or in an extended class or lecture setting.  But I would like to offer a couple of thoughts. 
 

On CNN.com, a comment was posted in response to an article entitled: “Is Our Suffering God’s 
Will?” by Joshua Prager.  The comment was this: “Science flies humans into space.  Religion 
flies humans into buildings.”  The person posting the comment, I’m sure, thought he was being 
rather clever, but such “cleverness” can easily be made to look foolish.  What he thinks makes 
obvious sense is based on a false premise.  Neither science nor religion can accomplish anything.  
It is what human beings do with them that accomplish anything.  Human beings have used atomic 
energy to build and detonate bombs, and they have used that same energy to power the electrical 
grids of entire cities.  Religion has spawned crusaders and jihadists, true.  But religion has also 
inspired the building of hospitals, the feeding of the poor, and on and on.   
 

Some of you may be familiar with the new technology called “3-D Printing.”  It is obviously more sophisticated than a 
regular printer, but a 3-D printer can actually produce a gun that can be fired.  That same type printer, however, can also 
“manufacture” an airway that can save the life of a 3-month-old.   
 

All I am saying is that in the face of a terrible tragedy, atrocity, or difficult patch of road in life, “bumper sticker” statements 
and simple explanations rarely, if ever, offer true or satisfying reasons for why “bad things happen to good people.”  And 
so we need to realize that the “whys” and the “wherefores” of any given situation will rarely – on this side of eternity – be 
known.  And what we may be left with are the simple, and likely unsatisfactory, options of “acceptance” and “faith.” 
 

All of which leads to the second of my two thoughts.  As much as simple explanations rarely offer satisfactory reasons for the 
suffering we often endure, one can gain some insight from a simple word – the preposition “in.”  As people of faith we can be 
confident in the notion that God is in control.  But God does not control.  It seems that we want to apply all things to God; 
shoulder Him with the blame for every earthly event.  But maybe we need to give the devil his due.  His nature is to destroy – 
destroy body, mind, spirit, life, and faith.  And he will use any and every means at his disposal – science, religion, and people.  
As in the Book of Job, God allowed Satan to torment Job – but only so far.  God was in control, but He was not controlling.   
 

I realize that these thoughts may leave you, the reader, with more questions than answers.  But I offer them in the hope that 
maybe – just maybe – they might help you in a moment of questioning.  Theodicy is something with which each of us must 
wrestle sooner or later.  Why does the loving, all-powerful God of the universe allow evil and suffering?  I can’t fully answer that.  
That He allows them is clear.  But the truly amazing aspect of this whole mystery is that He does not exempt Himself from them.  
God in Christ Jesus suffered and died at the hands of evil men.  And in so doing shares with us in our suffering.  The loving, all-
powerful God of the universe is also the suffering God of the universe.  And there is comfort, there is solace, in that. 
 

Some will say that the problem of theodicy is an argument against God, and a pretty good one, at that.  But I’ll entrust 
myself to the God who would not allow me to suffer evil alone.  And in so doing, overcame them, assuring me that I, too, 
can overcome them.  For that, I’ll… 
 

See you in Worship, 
 
 
 

Pastor Emil Witschy  
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Monday, September 2 – Labor Day 
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Tuesday, September 3  
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 6:30 p.m. –  Confirmation Parent/Student meeting (7th and 8th graders) 
 

Wednesday, September 4 
 7:00 p.m. –  Preschool Parent Orientation 
 

Saturday, September 7  
 5:30 p.m. –  Pasta Dinner in our Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, September 8 
 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Sunday Worship schedule begins 
 9:15 a.m. –  Education Hour for children and adults begins 
 

Thursday, September 12 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Sunday, September 22 
 11:45 a.m. – CHURCH PICNIC, immediately following the late service 
 

Friday, September 27 
 7:00 p.m. –  Wine Tasting Event 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pewhclc@mindspring.com 

Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 
Parsonage:  6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611   Phone:  203-268-1722 

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
Please Note:  Our final 9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship for the summer is on Sept. 1. 

 
PASTOR:  Emil A. Witschy 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Pastor Emil A. Witschy 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

WORSHIP REMINDER 
Two-service Sunday worship 
schedule begins Sept. 8 
We will return to our two-service 
worship schedule on Sunday, 
September 8, with services at 8 
and 10:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
and Adult Bible Class 
will also resume that 
day at 9:15. 
 

Please remember, if 
you are out of town for 
the weekend and can’t 
make it to church on Sunday, you 
can worship on Monday evenings 
at 7:00 (with the exception of 
Labor Day). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
By British novelist  
George Eliot 
“Delicious autumn!  My very soul is 
wedded to it, and if I were a bird I 
would fly about the earth seeking 
the successive autumns.” 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2013 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the October edition.  The 
deadline for all articles is Sunday,  
September 15.  
Please submit 
articles to the 
newsletter mail- 
box, located outside the church 
office, or send them via e-mail to 
holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Get involved with Holy Cross so both you and it have a Happy New Year 
Wouldn’t it be nice to add a follow-up greeting later in the year to the one we normally issue in January? In the first month 
of the year it’s customary to greet family and friends with “Happy New Year.” 
 

But if we truly are sincere about hoping that our good wishes come to fruition, there should be a follow-up at midyear, 
something as simple as, “Hope you’ve had a Happy New Year so far.”  
 

In this month of September, nine months into the year, I feel Holy Cross, by and large, has had a Happy New Year, 
especially if you go by the scope of Christian worship and living opportunities we have offered to our members and 
guests. Take a look at some of the events that have taken place through God’s blessings at Holy Cross in 2013: the 
Easter celebration (and annual breakfast)…three youths confirmed…fun social events such as bowling, whist night, and 
record-setting soup suppers…Adult Bible opportunities…a new Facebook page for our church…Sunday School kids 
exploring their faith…service opportunities through our incredible Social Ministry program, such as the monthly community 
supper…new air-conditioning installed!…our preschool healthy…the variety of “looks” in our display case…the joy in 
hiring a new music director to counter the sadness of saying goodbye to our old one…another special VBS run under the 
direction of Kim Atkinson.  
 

That’s not a full accounting of all the events that have taken place this year. But as 
your church president—and fellow member—I’m  choosing this time of yearly 
reflection about 2013 to do more than just remind you of what a “happy new year” 
we have had in the life of Holy Cross. I also need to point out in my position that 
there is potential for a happier year if we were to see more members involved and 
more members attending worship and church events. We all need to ask ourselves 
if we are at worship enough and if we are part of the Life of Holy Cross enough.  
 

My sense is that while 2012 was a year in which we had to collectively come together to move on key property issues and 
loan initiatives—and we did so remarkably well—2013 has felt like a year in which we took a breather and a rest from 
what was accomplished. The human tendency to lean back and take a rest may be fine in normal life—don’t we all feel 
the need to take a break and wipe our brow when working?—but when it comes to our Christian faith and Christian living 
as members of Holy Cross, there really can be no break. Being diligent and alert in our Walk with God keeps many 
problems at bay and makes life stable. If anything, our social life at Holy Cross can be considered our “break,” because 
we are relaxing our minds and bodies while still being connected with God and with each other. 
 

In the remaining months of this year, the worship chances will be plentiful and the social events numerous. Our publicity 
“machine” has been working hard to get the word out about the return to our two-service schedule in Worship and the 
many social events and programs that you can be a part of during the next few months. Look for the arrival of a postcard 
sent to your homes with all sorts of useful information about what is happening at your church.  
 

As a fellow member of Holy Cross since 1984, and as a fellow Christian who seek’s God’s salvation as you do, I hope 
each of our members will be more determined and focused as ever to be serious about their faith, reacting to it positively, 
and reacting to it with action in letting their love for God move them to worship attendance, volunteer work and making 
sure their church functions financially. Ensuring a Happy New Year takes place is also about taking pride in your church, 
wanting to see it succeed and spread the name of Jesus by what we do in our community for decades to come.  
 

Remain steadfast and diligent, as God is with us, so that the remainder of 2013 improves for us and we can say at the 
end of the year that all aspects of 2013 made for a Happy New Year indeed. 
 

Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ: Turning Challenges to Triumphs 
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
 
 

 

SPECIAL THANKS FROM… 
 

You can see this note posted on the hallway bulletin board 
 

Dear Holy Cross, 
Thank you for the wonderful memories of the last few years!  I have felt so at home among 
you.  Thank you for your love, appreciation and gifts!  God bless you!  I will miss you all! 
---ELINA CHRISTOVA 
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PASTA DINNER 
 
 

Saturday, September 7 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Cross Fellowship Hall 
 

Our menu will be Pasta served with  
Meat and Marinara Sauces, Salad,  

Bread, Dessert and Beverage 
 

Adults--$10;  Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5;  
Children 5 & under--free;  Maximum $30 per family 

 

 
 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
Mite donations from narthex table sent to organization 
Thank you to everyone who generously filled a small mite box and 
left it in the large Mite Box on the narthex table.  I mailed a check 
to LWML that totaled $70.50.   
 

If you wish to fill a mite box, take one from the narthex table, and return it, 
filled with your loose change, to the large box. 
---MYRTLE ANDERSON 
 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Expand your mind and spirit 
by attending a class 
Just as we develop our minds 
through learning and study and our 
bodies with food, drink, and 
exercise, so we nourish and 
develop spiritually with a steady diet 
of Word and Sacrament in Worship 
and the study of Holy Scripture.  
This fall the following opportunities 
are available: 
 
SUNDAY MORNINGS, beginning 
September 8, at 9:15 

 Sunday School for children 3 
years old through high school 

 Adult Study of the Psalms.  We 
meet in the conference room 

 
TUESDAY EVENINGS at 6:30 

 Confirmation instruction for 
young people going into 7th and 
8th grades begins September 3 
with an Orientation Meeting for 
students and parents.  Classes 
begin September 10, our focus 
being Luther’s Small Catechism. 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS, 
beginning September 18, at 9:30  

 “Beloved Heroes of the Faith,” a 
study of ordinary people in the 
Bible – people like us – whom 
God chose to do His 
extraordinary work.  The lessons 
will introduce the cultural setting 
and life story of Biblical 
characters, examine the joys 
and challenges they faced, and 
show how God forgave, sus-
tained, and empowered them to 
serve Him.  The study promises 
to be interesting and relevant! 

---PASTOR WITSCHY 
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CHURCH PICNIC 
Our annual outdoor event will be complete with good food, fellowship and FUN! 
Holy Cross will host its annual picnic on Sunday, September 22, immediately following the second 
service, at around 11:45 a.m.  Please look for the volunteer and attendance sign-up sheets on the 
narthex table.  The price will remain the same as last year:  $5 per person, with a maximum of $20 
per family.  Tickets will be on sale after church services this month. 
---DONNA BOGEN 
   Discipleship Commission 
 
 

INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond, we’d love your input; this month members reveal superpower hopes 
We’ve all at one time or another—likely in our childhood—played “make believe” and likely pretended or imagined we 
were some super character. That’s the basis for our Question of the Month for this newsletter. It was somewhat 
ponderous for the adult mind, and probably not one of the easiest to answer, but we hope you will enjoy reading the 
responses to: “If you could have any superpower, what would it be?  And what would you do with it?” (This question was 
asked of some athletes in a recent issue of Sports Illustrated and the former UConn basketball great, Sue Bird, answered 
“Invisibility.”) The 12 answers from our members are listed in the order by which they came into the newsletter newsroom. 
 
 

Bill Skoog: “I would like to have the superpower to end all wars and have peace throughout the world.” 
 

Emily Struzik: “I would like to talk to all animals because I love my dog Dusty and I want to know what she says.” 
 

Andrew Struzik: “The ability to heal both myself and others, because you wouldn’t be in any pain and you can help others.” 
 

Lydia Struzik: “I would like to be super smart, the smartest person ever known.  If I had that 
ability I think I could help everyone.  I could develop new technologies, new medicines, new 
techniques—anything could be done.” 
 

Mary Schrock: “I get the idea of my superpower from the movie ‘Dr. Doolittle.’ I would like the 
ability to talk to and understand animals.  Since becoming a cat owner, I’d especially like to know 
what my two cats are thinking and talking about, but when visiting a zoo, would love to know what 
the animals are thinking and/or saying.” 
 

 

Michele Van Wart: “To be invisible and see what people say and do without my presence 
being known.” 
 

Rick Van Wart:  “I would like to have super strength for lifting furniture and metal.  I would also 
like to fly so I wouldn’t have to own and maintain a truck.” 
 

 

Jim Atkinson: “I would like the superpower of strength. I’m not as strong as I used to be!” 
 

Kim Atkinson: “I would like the superpower of either seeing into the future or going back in time, so I can stop tragedies 
from happening.” 
 

Pastor Witschy: “I’m not familiar with a whole lot of superheroes, and there may be one out there that has this power, but 
my choice is based more on Star Trek.  I would like the power of teleportation—to be able to move from one place to 
another in the blink of an eye.  You know, ‘Beam me up, Scotty!’ ” 
 

Donna Bogen: “I would have the power to cure cancer.  Too many of my women friends have had to battle that illness.” 
 

Cliff Schrock: “Since I used to have dreams as a kid of flying, I feel I’m meant to say that as an answer. To quote the 
great Steve Miller Band, I’d like to ‘fly like an eagle, to the sea; fly like an eagle, let my spirit carry me; I want to fly like an 
eagle, till I’m free.’ ” 
 
Our next Question of the Month is one that people of all ages can hopefully relate to: “What is your favorite board game or 
card game?”  You can simply just state the name of the game or even include a good memory about playing the game.   
 

We are looking forward to receiving all sorts of fun answers.  Get everyone in the family involved and send in your 
response(s) by Sunday, September 15.  Answers can be e-mailed to holycrss@mindspring.com or written on paper and 
put in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far left). Make sure to include your name.  Answers will appear in our October 
issue.  We look forward to getting to know what kinds of games our members like to play.   
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor 
 

 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
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FINANCIAL NOTES 
Offerings update for the months of June and July; numbers show a lot of potential growth 
I feel as though my September article should be encouraging and positive, much like the teacher talking to his/her new 
class of students. Instead I feel like the radio commercial that repeats a telephone number over and over and over again. I 
find those commercials annoying. 
 

Therefore, I will let the numbers below speak for themselves. You will notice that in no month this year 
has our average weekly offerings met our average weekly need based on the budget approved by the 
congregation. Thankfully our expenses have been under budget. 
 

I continue to believe that our financial situation is not the result of dedicated members giving less. 
Instead I believe that too few of our members feel a need to share their time and talents at Holy Cross through their 
attendance and stewardship. If you are not part of the solution, you may well be part of the problem. 
 

2013 Average Weekly Need – $4,755.77 
 

June – July 2013 Offerings 
 

June 02 - $3,654.00  July 07 - $3,661.60 
June 09 - $3,586.69  July 14 - $3,746.18 
June 16 - $4,833.09  July 21 - $3,981.46 
June 23 - $4,467.46  July 28 - $3,658.09 
June 30 - $4,508.09 
 

July Average     April Average     February Average 
   Weekly Offering - $3,761.83     Weekly Offering - $4,587.06     Weekly Offering - $3,529.58 
 

June Average     March Average    January Average 
   Weekly Offering - $4,209.87     Weekly Offering - $4,642.18     Weekly Offering - $4,407.08 
 

May Average      
   Weekly Offering - $3,923.36   
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Financial Secretary 
 
 

YOUR BOARD/YOUR TEAM 
This member shows how you can find the time to give 
This is No. 17 in a series of articles that highlights the people serving—despite already hectic personal schedules—on 
your Board of Directors. This month’s Board member is our Director of Worship Jim Atkinson.  
 

The first thoughts I’ll express about this month’s Board member all fall under the theme of “caring.”  I have always been so 
impressed about how much Jim cares about our church and how much he wants it to succeed.  He dearly wants Holy 

Cross to be a beacon of God’s love for us in the community and he has worked many 
hours to help our church do that. 
 

He has been—in no particular order—president, vice president, financial secretary, on 
the (now defunct) lawn crew, Sunday School teacher and an Evangelism Commission 
member.  He still serves as a deacon, usher, reader, VBS volunteer, and he expects to 
be serving the church in other capacities that he feels a calling for.  

 

It is a pretty extensive resume of volunteer work for Holy Cross, but Jim does all this because he cares about his church 
and he cares about what goes on at Holy Cross.  I’ve sometimes been looked at in an odd manner when I show passion 
for a hobby such as golf or following Cardinal baseball, but there is nothing wrong about caring about something and 
having a passion for it and showing it.  That’s what keeps us motivated.  I would love to see an entire membership roster 
full of people who care about Holy Cross as Jim does.  We certainly would be thriving in all areas if we did.  
 

Jim’s answer to the question, “What satisfaction do you get from serving your church?” is inspiring: “I feel a sense of 
peace and closer to God in serving the church.  By serving the church I feel as if I’m serving God.  He has given me so 
much that the least I can do is try to help others along with the church. I have found in my life, if I stop worrying about a 
problem, it ceases to be a problem.  I just have to turn it over to God.” 
 

Thank you, Jim, for your service and devotion to Holy Cross.  
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Board President 
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HOLY CROSS STAFF 
Our new music director has achieved much in a young career:  Say hello to Michael Gilbertson 
Michael J. Gilbertson joined the staff at Holy Cross on Aug. 25, serving as organist and music director for the first time as 
the successor to Dr. Elina Christova.  
 

The committee charged with finding a replacement for Elina thought highly of Michael’s personality and desire, along with 
his skill at playing both organ and piano, of course, and past experience with choirs and teaching music.  
 

As I wrote in the July/August newsletter, Michael is a native of Dubuque, Iowa, and graduated from Hempstead High 
School in 2006. In 2010 he graduated from the Juilliard School and Columbia University in New York. And this past spring 
he graduated from the Yale School of Music. 
 

Such details give you a look at Michael’s extensive training. But his resume has 
much more to it than the primary grad dates. For five years now, he has been the 
creative force behind “Juilliard in June” in Dubuque, a charity event that he runs 
where a handful of Juilliard musicians come and perform to benefit the Northeast 
Iowa School of Music, of which Michael is an alum. 
 

Michael brings with him past experience as a substitute organist and music 
director at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Dubuque from 2002-2012. While it is 
exceedingly special to write about his organ and piano skills, he also is an 
accomplished composer. He’s earned five Morton Gould Awards from ASCAP, a 
Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and the 
2007-2008 Palmer-Dixon Prize, awarded by the Juilliard composition faculty for the 
best student work of the year. And prior to beginning his position with Holy Cross, 
Michael spent time on the faculty of The Walden School in New Hampshire during 
its five-week camp June 29 to Aug. 4.  
 

There will be plenty more to learn about how Michael will lead us in music as he settles in at our organ, but our search 
committee is excited to have our members benefit from Michael’s easy nature and personable attitude. In his training and 
background he had strong involvement with the religious community. In his interview with us he said the church is where 
he came to music and he’s based his musical desires on church life.  
 

In a bit of historical trivia, Michael will be roughly our sixth organist—and second man—in Holy Cross history. The order of 
full-time organists, as I could ascertain, was Mike Murphy, then Brenda Klofkorn, followed by Edith Skoog, JoAnne Meyer, 
Elina Christova, and Michael. As a side note, I was upset with myself on May 26 when Michael came to be introduced at 
Sunday worship that I hadn’t arranged for a photo with Edith, JoAnne, Elina and Michael. We had our four latest organists 
present at the same time and it would have made a nice photo opportunity for our archives. I thought of that while sitting in 
the choir loft that day but it would have been tough to gather the four together afterward.) 
 

I conclude this introduction of Michael as our Music Director with a repeat of something I wrote in July/August: 
 

As we transition now to Michael, working with Pastor Witschy to enhance our worship experience, there is an opportunity for 
all of us to do some transitioning of our own. How so, you might ask? Why would a new staff person affect me in any way?  
 

Well, when a change occurs, it’s beneficial to ask how you can change with it. For example, if you usually become 
disengaged during hymns, make the effort to become more alive and vibrant, keeping your worship experience strong by 
singing the hymns. Michael will have a different style at the organ and piano than Elina had, which is common among all 
musicians. Everyone has their own style. So even though you may be singing the same hymns we always have, take the 
opportunity of a new musician to take a more involved attitude in worship. 
 

Music enhances our connection to God during worship. I’m confident you will find that Michael will do all that he can to help you 
make that connection as strong as possible. He’s already had extensive teaching background despite his young years. He will 
help anyone understand music better and how to get into expressing your faith through music as best as you can.  
 

It’s too early to say what all Michael will attempt to do at Holy Cross, he will need time to get his bearings. But I’m 
confident of his proactive nature and I hope he finds many of you ready to go on a musical journey with him.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
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OUR FLOCK  
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission's “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Paul Carlson, diagnosed with a blood cancer; Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; George 
Morris; Rick Van Wart, recovering from surgery; Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; and for our homebound members – 
Ray Dawkins, Emma Fengler, George Jacobs, Harvey Pomerenk and Dorothy Schweitzer. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends: Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, 
battling breast cancer; Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, diagnosed with leukemia; Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom; Doc 
DeVed; Louise Frieden, Jeannie Mones’ mom, hospitalized following a fall; Judie Froehlich; Harold Geffert, Kerry’s 
father, under treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential 
tremors; Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, 
mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who has been diagnosed with lupus; Kathy Keich, niece of 
Mary Atkinson, diagnosed with cervical cancer; Betty Kessler; and Rev. Jim Keurulainen, 
recovering from a series of heart catherizations. 
 

We prayed, too, for: Linda Kissh, close friend of the DiLallas, recovering from breast cancer surgery 
and awaiting biopsy results; Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich, who will have surgery for a cancerous 
tumor on her pancreas; Claire Leslie, Jim’s mother; Gary Liptack, rehabbing from a stroke; Gerett 
Mendez, friend of the Mones family, who is recovering from a massive stroke that occurred in November 2005; Joan 
Meyer, friend of the Dietmans and Joyce Roman, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita 
Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties of autism; Chris O’Brien, 
friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Wilma Ricketson, diagnosed with lung cancer, and 
Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, on the waiting list for a lung transplant. 
 

We prayed also for: Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron and Judie Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft, 
cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Campbell Taft, 5-year-old son of a friend of the Schrocks, 
dealing with the effects of brain cancer as he begins growth-hormone therapy; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who 
suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, battling side effects of Valley Fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s 
brother, in remission from leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following 
a fall; Ron Vichiola, Michele Van Wart’s father, receiving chemotherapy for esophageal cancer; and all those who have asked 
for prayer but wish to remain anonymous. 
 

Finally, we prayed for the family and friends of two of our members who were called home to the Lord: Ursula Levsen, who 
passed away in July, and Walter T. Dolan, who died in early August.  We also prayed for the family and friends of Ken 
Fryman, friend of the Leibolds, who passed away following a diagnosis of Stage 4 brain cancer. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have prayer 
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will 
include the requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the 
church office. 
 

---WILLIAM MALMSTEDT 
   Shepherds’ Commission 

 
 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at another church, be sure to 
drop off the service bulletin in the newsletter box.  These bulletins were submitted 
during the summer months: 
 

Robert Killian, who worshiped at Zion Lutheran-Bridgeport. 
 

Dan and Pat Doerr, who worshiped at St. Luke Lutheran in Cabot, Pa. 
 

Cliff Schrock, who worshiped at Martini Lutheran in Baltimore, Md. 
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ARTISTS & CRAFTERS 
Looking for those interested in 
displaying craft/art products 
Attention Artists, Crafters and 
Vendors!  It’s not too early to start 
thinking about the Breakfast and 
Artists event coming up Saturday, 
November  9.   We’re  once  again  

inviting you 
to set up a 
display to 
sell your 
items in 
order to 

benefit both  
the Social Ministry project and 
yourself.  Please let either Edith 
Skoog or Amy Witschy know if you 
plan to have a table for this 
morning activity.  More details will 
be forthcoming as we get closer to 
the event.  Start gathering/creating 
your displays! 
---AMY WITSCHY 
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION 
College addresses needed, 
Book Club restarting 
I have two items to mention this 
month— 
 

For parents of our college 
students: Whether your son or 
daughter lives away on campus or 
at home, please send me his/her 
mailing address.  E-mail me at 
pasnaab@yahoo.com  .  We want 
them to know that their Holy Cross 
family is thinking of them during 
the school year. 
 

For those who like to read:  The 
Book Club will meet in September.  
At the time of the newsletter 
deadline, the date and time had 
not been selected.  We will discuss 
“The Walk” book series by Richard 
Paul Evans. 
 

---DONNA BOGEN 

 

 
 

 

4th Annual 

         BREAKFAST 
       AND 

       ARTISTS 
 

Saturday, November 9 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Jennifer Marr of the Lutheran 
Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry, 

along with her Comfort Dog Addie! 
 

Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10.00.  
For advance tickets or more information contact  

Cindy Ciccia at 203-395-3404 or CLC717@gmail.com . 
 

What makes an LCC K-9 so special? 
 

LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are polite. 
 

An LCC K-9 Comfort Dog does not  
touch a person unless invited. 

 

 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Pantry needs food and fall/winter clothing donations 
Summerfield needs everything including cooking oil, flour, sugar, tuna, 
oatmeal, instant hot cereals such as Cream of Wheat

® 
and oatmeal, cold 

cereals, canned soups and instant soup mixes, corned beef hash, canned 
pastas, baked beans, pasta, sauce, mac and cheese, canned spinach as well 
as all other canned vegetables, boxed corn bread and muffin mixes, shelf-
stable, low-fat milk, condiments (including pickles), canned fruit and rice.  
There is a great need for diapers, baby food, baby clothes, bar soap, tissues, 
toothbrushes and toothpaste.  They are now taking clean, gently-used, folded 
fall and winter clothes only for men, women and children.   
 

For those who didn’t know, Rev. Nunes is no longer the pastor at Summerfield 
– she was appointed to serve at Hicksville United Methodist Church on Long 
Island.  The new pastor at Summerfield is Rev. Victoria Kittoe and she is 
committed to continuing the food pantry and clothing donation programs. 
---MARIE MORRIS 

mailto:pasnaab@yahoo.com
mailto:CLC717@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal 
As Paul told Christians in 2 Corinthians 9:12: “This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”   
 

After days and days of overcast, rainy weather, the sun was welcomed on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 2.  The day got 
sticky with humidity.  One of the servers was puzzled that many of the clients were wearing winter coats as they passed 
through the line....then suddenly remembered they had no place to hang their coat(s).  It always tugs at our heart strings 
when we notice “out of place attire.”  Early that afternoon, Jim and Lorraine Finch, Nancy Sabol and 
Diane Hintz Schyhor made short work of the cooking tasks.  It was appreciated that Diane stayed 
through the afternoon to assist with serving also.  Five children were among the 103 meals served 
by Anna Mae Berger, Amy Geffert, Jim Leslie, Fred Perry, Marissa, Alexis and Francesca 
Rodriguez, Mary Schrock and Pastor Witschy. 
 

Cooks on August 6 were Barbara White, Diane Hintz Schyhor and her friend Marta Bugarle, Nancy 
Sabol and Bessie Burton.  Later, Anna Mae Berger arrived to pour juice.  Kendra Norman, Mary 
Schrock, Francesca, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez arrived to slice ham.  Shortly, they were followed by Amy Geffert, Savi 
and Brendon Semon and Jim Leslie to be servers.  St. John’s congregation has noticed a rise in the numbers dining with 
them.  So did we.  By the end of the evening, we had served 118 meals. 
 

As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the 
month at St. John’s Episcopal.  Money collected at our special collection on the first Sunday of every month is 
supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  If you are making out a check, make it payable to Holy Cross Lutheran 
with “community supper” in the memo section.  The next community supper for which Holy Cross is responsible for 
cooking and serving is on Tuesday, September 3.  If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet 
found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

Sept. 3: Debra Liscinsky Sept. 19: Laurie Vaitkus 

 Tyler Liven Sept. 20 Nancy Sabol 

Sept. 4: Michael Bonnar  Jared Ely 

Sept. 9: Vanessa Ferro  Tyler Senft 

 John Sather Sept. 22: Peter Messerschmitt 

 Diane Sederquest  Charles Senft 

Sept. 11: Cheryl DelMedico Sept. 23: Michael Halls 

Sept. 12: Katy Bomann  Rebecca Veteri 

Sept. 13: Sabine Bonnar Sept. 24 Walter C. Dolan 

 Shannon Fernous  Matt Rentz 

 Cole Veteri Sept. 25: Tim Benson, Sr. 

Sept. 14: Myrtle Anderson  Dan Nyitrai 

 Doris Bernt  Jessica Nyitrai 

 Charlie Gentry  Heddy Streich 

 Jake Gentry Sept. 26: Lauren Matthews 

Sept. 17: Sarah Ely Sept. 27: Jordan Lannerd 

Sept. 18: Christopher Carola Sept. 30: Andrew Sjoblom 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
For a week in August, Holy Cross was transformed to Kingdom Rock 
From August 12 to the 16, Holy Cross hosted a Kingdom Rock adventure! This year’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) program consisted of a staff of 25 and an enrollment of 
44 students.  We had five vivacious mascots to lead us each day in our Bible stories, 
themes and verses!  These mascots, coupled with five fantastic stations to rotate 
through, taught us our VBS theme: KIDS CAN STAND STRONG FOR GOD!  
 

Each day, students came together for an opening at which we collected the mission 
offering, heard the daily story and prayed.  On Monday, we joined Truman the Dog to 
learn how Jesus stands for unconditional love, just like David expressed in Psalm 23.  
Duke the Horse was our mascot on Tuesday and he taught us how family and friends help us to stand strong.  We 
learned how Mordecai encouraged Esther to do what was right, just like God encourages us.  On Wednesday, Swift the 
Falcon reminded us to be quick to pray about everything.  Nehemiah was a good example of someone who prayed all the 
time and for everything.  Thursday, Sir Valent the Lion taught us to be strong and courageous like Christ had to be in his 
death and resurrection.  We wrapped up the week on Friday with Victoria the Fox who showed us how the Bible helps us 
stand strong.  Just like Josiah followed God’s way, we should follow His Word too.  In the end, we learned just how we 
can all stand strong for God! 
 

After the opening each morning the students broke into age groups to rotate through these stations: Crafts, Imagination, 
Music, Snack and Video and Outdoor Play.  In crafts, they made exciting projects such as jeweled crowns, lanterns and 
“pray about everything” hangers, to name a few.  In the Imagination 
Station, students balanced birds on their noses, floated little men in 
water bottles, and colored castles, among other activities.  In music, 
the students practiced many songs for our closing program, which 
were accompanied by sign language.  In the snack-and-video station, 
students enjoyed a break while they watched Chadder the Chipmunk 
and his friend make good decisions during a castle video shoot.  
They also colored Bible story booklets that were sent with our VBS  
mission to India.  Finally, in outdoor 
play, students expended their 
energy via organized games and 
parachute play.  The kids enjoyed a 
fantastic-five-station-switch every day!  
 

Following their stations, students 
returned to the sanctuary for the 
closing each day.  Here they 
reviewed their “God Sightings” for 
the day, saw how their mission 
offerings grew and prayed together.  
The greatest part of the closing was 
when the mission chart was 
revealed – it grew and grew with 
each passing day! The excitement 
that these kids showed about raising 
money for a good cause was truly 
humbling.  This year’s mission 
helped pay for teams and materials 
to bring God’s Word to the people of 
India.  What an honor to be a part of  
giving the gift of God to others.  We were proud to wrap 
up each day with gifts of bracelets and CDs, among 
other things.  A beautiful closing program of student 
songs, daily recaps and a blessing by Pastor, closed out 
a lovely week.  And of course our favorite tradition…the 
ice cream truck greeted the children at the front steps as 
they left the closing program.  

 

        “VBS,” continues on Page 12 

 

Throughout the week, all the VBS 
students decorated yellow crowns with 
jewels (see above) that transformed 
them into princes and princesses for 
the closing program on Friday.  At left, 
the children, wearing their crowns, are 
sharing a song with hand motions 
during the program. Below, three of the 
first graders are coloring in the Bible 
story booklets that were sent to India, 
along with the mission offering. 
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“VBS,” continued from Page 11 
 

All in all, VBS was a great success and our staff was the reason why.  I 
want to send a personal thank you to all the VBS staffers who gave of their 
time and energies to make this week so great!  Thank you to: Sue Selk, 
Sara Carlson, Lorraine Finch, Cherry and Justin, Michael Derivan, Julianne 
Nyitrai, Amy Geffert, Sarah Derivan, Marie Morris, Billie Skoog, Edith 
Skoog,  Shane Skoog,  David Skoog,  Jeremiah Taylor,  Kathryn Struzik, 

Michele Van Wart, Kristen Messerschmitt, Sheryl John, 
Navya and Archana, Danny Nyitrai, Victoria Hwang, 
Buela John, Samantha Lindell, Emily Struzik, and Hugh 
Carlson, as well as all of the parents who donated 
snacks and juice.  Their dedication and enthusiasm is 
greatly appreciated beyond words. 

 

In conclusion, this week truly was a blessing as we 
journeyed through VBS and found out just how strong 
we can be with God by our side!  The parents 
consistently praised our program and our efforts.  We 
are giving the community a brilliant gift and the 
opportunity to grow and learn in Christ.  We should be 
proud of our achievements each year.  Next year we 
hope to continue this valuable outreach, but I can’t do it 
alone!  I look forward to working with everyone again 
and invite new helpers to join us in the unforgettable fun!  
Look for VBS 2014 information next spring!  
 

---KIMBERLY ATKINSON 
 

Man in a bottle!  At left, second-grader Lucy works with her 
water bottle to move the “magnetized man” to attract the 
paper clip.  This clever project in the Imagination Station 
helped the children to connect the strength of a magnet to 
the theme, “Stand Strong for God.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Council of Churches of Greater 
Bridgeport provides meals through  

its Hunger Outreach Ministry.   
More than two million meals are 

provided per year.  The Tuesday Night 
Community Suppers are under  

the umbrella of this ministry and  
Holy Cross is a part of that as  

we shop, cook and serve on the  
first Tuesday of the month. 

---A simple fact from our  
Social Ministry Commission 

 
PRAYER CIRCLE 
Are you or someone you 
know in need of prayer? 
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer 
with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular worship 
services.  To request a prayer you may make one of the 
following contacts: 
 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, 
phone or e-mail the church office: 203-268-4555 or 
holycrss@mindspring.com.  Requests received after 
2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be circulated 
on the next business day. 

 

▪ When the office is closed, contact Don 
Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or e-mail, 
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 
You are also sincerely invited to be part of the Prayer 
Circle.  To have your name and e-dress added to the 
Circle, please contact the church office or Don Meyer. 
 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 

 

Above, the fifth-grade 
girls are all smiles, 
showing off their 
coloring expertise in 
the Bible story books 
that will accompany 
the mission offering. 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net
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Like us on 

Facebook! 

 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our 
church members provide to do God’s work in our church 
and community.  If you have an item to include in this 
monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it 
in the “newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To Jim and Lorraine Finch and Tim and Marie Morris 
for taking the food and clothing donations to the 
Summerfield United Methodist food/clothing pantry 
throughout the summer. 
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either 
shopping, cooking or serving at the July 2 and August 6 
Community Suppers at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  
Anna Mae Berger, Lorraine and Jim Finch, Amy 
Geffert, Jim Leslie, Kendra Norman, Marissa and Alexis 
Rodriguez, and their cousin Francesca Rodriguez, 
Nancy Sabol, David and Mary Ann Schiller, Mary 
Schrock, Barbara White and Pastor Witschy. 
 

To our “Now the Feast” service guitarists, Kaeleen 
Boivie, Mary Schrock and Lynn Turnbull, for their 
commitment to preparing for and playing at this service 
on the first Sunday of each month.  Special thanks to 
them for serving as music leaders on July 7 and Aug. 4. 
 

To Jim Atkinson for opening/closing the church on 
August 11 when Pastor was away on vacation. 
 

To all our members who donated brand new 
backpacks and school supplies for the Covenant to 
Care Back-To-School project.   
 

To Linda Suhr for continuing to serve as the volunteer 
in the church office. 
 

To Kimberly Atkinson for coordinating this year’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, “Kingdom Rock.”  
Thanks also to all those who helped with VBS.  The VBS 
wrap-up article has the complete thank-you list. See 
Pages 11-12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Building Fund 
 

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto, 
Donna Senft’s mother 
 

The Rodriguez Family 

 
General Memorial Fund 
 

In memory of Rosemindo Barriga 
 

Clinton and Patricia Peterson 

 
In memory of Walter T. Dolan 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Arnett 

Mrs. Margaret Chernak 

John and Jerrie Kriz 

Bonnie Kryzanski 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Musca 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Musca 

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Rolf 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Rolf 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Syrokwash 

Mr. & Mrs. Jamie White 

Mr. & Mrs. John Zmarzlak 

 
In memory of William Meyer 
 

Joyce Roman 

 
In memory of Henry M. Rowett, Jr. 
 

Clinton and Patricia Peterson 

 
Share the Hope Fund 
 

In memory of Theresa D’Acunto, 
Donna Senft’s mother 
 

Joe and Cindy Ciccia 
 

 

A WORD ORIGIN TO PONDER 
En theos 
Enthusiastic people stand out in a crowd because “they radiate their own private ray of sunshine.”  So say Doug Fields 
and Joshua Griffin in Live Large. Be Different. Shine Bright. (Simply Youth Ministry).  The word enthusiasm comes from 
the Greek phrase en theos, which means “in God.”  The authors write that “God is the source of energy, vitality and power 
for those who have come into a relationship with him through his Son Jesus Christ.”  They offer these suggestions for 
becoming more enthusiastic:  
 

• Stay connected to God, plugging your life into the Creator of life.  Remember to “take delight in the LORD” (Psalm 37:4, NIV).  
 

• If your life is overloaded, prioritize your activities. It’s tough to be enthusiastic when you’re tired.  
 

• Start and end each day with enthusiasm. Bookend your days by reciting Psalm 118:24 (NRSV) — “This is the day that 
the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2013 
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COVENANT TO CARE CORNER 
24 backpacks filled with school supplies given to social worker 
Anyone who would have stopped by the conference room/library on the afternoon of August 14 would have thought the 
room looked like a miniature Staples office supply store.  In piles around the table were loads of school supplies…115 
pocket folders, 32 boxes of crayons, 24 packages of colored pencils, 25 rulers, 60 packages of looseleaf notebook paper, 
48 composition books, 20 dozen pencils, etc.  And lining the walls were 24 beautiful backpacks.  
We spent the afternoon filling these backpacks and then loaded up one huge box of extra school 
supplies because we received more supplies than we asked for.   
 

Thank you to everyone in our congregation who supported the annual back-to-school project for 
Covenant to Care for Children.  We were so pleased to present these filled backpacks to our 
congregation’s “adopted” DCF social worker Mimose Ulysses Laurenard.  The 24 children in her 
caseload who received these backpacks and school supplies will begin the 2013-2014 school year with a bit of extra love 
and self-assurance because of YOUR loving and generous donations.  Starting the school year can be overwhelming to 
children, with new teachers, new friends and sometimes even a new school.  But for kids that are in the DCF system, 
wondering where they will get a pencil, paper, a box of crayons or a composition notebook can be added stress.  Mimose 
expresses her heartfelt gratitude to you and said her caseload kids “are so blessed to have Holy Cross helping them 
begin the school year with school supplies and a backpack.”  As your liaisons, we echo Mimose’s sentiments: thank you, 
thank you – you are a blessing to these children.   
 

If you are on Facebook, be sure to visit the Holy Cross Facebook page and see the photo album for this Back-to-School 
Project…and “Like” it!! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
---CINDY CICCIA, clc717@gmail.com 
---MARY SCHROCK, schrocknroll@optonline.net 
   Covenant to Care Liaisons 

 
WORDS TO LIVE BY 
By Marva J. Dawn, from her book, “Keeping the Sabbath Wholly” 
 

A great benefit of Sabbath keeping is that we learn to let God take care of us – not by becoming passive and lazy, but in 
the freedom of giving up our feeble attempts to be God in our own lives. 

---Reprinted with permission from Editor’s Clip Sheets, Copyright © 2013 
 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 

Dear Lord Jesus,  
 

Bless the children and youth of this 
nation, returning to their schools and 
colleges.  May Your Holy Spirit 
enlighten their minds, 
purify their vision and 
strengthen their wills. 
Protect them as they 
learn in the classroom 
and participate in 
activities outside it.  
May they learn to follow in Your steps, 
just as You grew in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man.  Amen. 

 

---Reprinted with permission from The 
Newsletter Newsletter, © 2010 

 


