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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

In last month’s newsletter I focused in on our Theme Statement, “RECEIVING GOD’S LOVE AND ACTIVELY 
RESPONDING,” and I pointed out that this is the fundamental relationship between God and us – God gives, and His 
people receive.  God acts, and we react.  This month, I would like to reiterate our Vision Statement, “We will live together 
as the Body of Christ: a loving family actively engaged with one another, our community and the world.”  Both of these 
are great statements that really encapsulate what we are all about here at Holy Cross.  I’d like you to notice that both statements 
share one word – an adverb, to be specific – in common.  It is the word “ACTIVELY.”  “ACTIVELY RESPONDING…”  
“ACTIVELY ENGAGED…”  Doing things in a deliberate and positive way, doing things in an energetic and vigorous way – 
with the aim of making something happen, rather than just hoping that it will.  How do we do this?  This brings us to our 
Strategic Goals, which are the things that we want to be actively accomplishing.  Our Strategic Goals are to: 
 

 Seek the “lost” and/or “drifting” 
 More joyfully give of time, talent, and treasure 
 Expand our youth ministry, service, and activities 
 Engage young families 
 Feed our souls (grow in Christ, Christian speakers, sermons, retreats, etc.) 
 Serve our community (including Trumbull) 
 Get the word out regarding HCLC—be positively recognized in the community 
 Create a deeper “culture of caring”—internal and external 
 Address financial issues 
 Get everyone involved 

 
Through the creation of our Strategic Ministry Plan, we have set forth that we are determined to be a vibrant, dynamic, 
active Christian family.  Actually, that verbiage can be used just as well to describe the plan itself.  Our Strategic Ministry 
Plan should also be a living, dynamic, active document that will help move our church family forward.  What I mean by this 
is that it must be integrated into all we do here at Holy Cross, so that we are all moving in the same direction.  As I’ve 
mentioned before, all of our well-spent time and effort in creating our plan in the first place will have been a waste of time if 
we do not implement it.  To be truly successful, we can’t allow our plan to just sit in a computer file or in a file drawer 
somewhere with the label “2016” at the top.  Our Strategic Ministry Plan needs to be kept vibrant, dynamic and active so 
that we can remain the vibrant, dynamic and active church family we are and want to continue to be. 
 
With this in mind, I would like to share with you a few guiding principles for us to consider so that we can effectively 
implement and monitor the Strategic Ministry Plan we have created: 
 

 Remember that effective strategic planning is not a single event.  It is a continuous process of planning, 
monitoring, and revising. 

 Our Strategic Ministry Plan is meant to be a functional tool—a living document intended to evolve with 
changing circumstances—to guide decisions, actions, and behaviors. 

 Our Strategic Ministry Plan should be updated annually. 
 Progress toward our Vision and Strategic Goals should be evaluated at least quarterly. 
 We should create a forum/mechanism for the person/team responsible for a specific SMART Goal to 

report back their progress to the Board of Directors and/or the church at large to share brief updates and 
evaluation of progress toward these goals and any recommended changes. 

 

   “Pastor Wismar’s column,” continues on Page 3 
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Tuesday, March 6  
 4:45 p.m. –  Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

Wednesdays, March 7, 14 and 21 
 6:15 p.m. – Lenten Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. – Lenten Midweek Service with the theme, “Thy Will Be Done” 
 

Thursday, March 8 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Sunday, March 11 – Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 

Saturday, March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Sunday, March 25 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
 Noon –  Easter Egg Decorating Activity 
 

Thursday, March 29 – Maundy Thursday 
 7:30 p.m. – Worship Service with Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 
  First Communion for our 7th-grade students 
 

Friday, March 30 – Good Friday 
 Noon – Midday Service 
 7:30 p.m. – Tenebrae Service 
 

Sunday, April 1 – The Resurrection of Our Lord:  EASTER 
 7:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 8:30 a.m. – Easter Breakfast (immediately following the early service) 
 10:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from 

events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Inspiring words by 
St. Catherine of Siena 
 

“Be who God meant you to be 
and you will set the world on fire.” 
 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2018 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the April edition.  The 
deadline for articles is Thursday, 
March 15.   
Please take  
note of this  
deadline,  
and plan ahead 
to publicize any events and/or 
share news with your fellow Holy 
Cross members.  You can submit 
articles to the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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“Pastor Wismar’s column,” continued from Page 1 
 

 An annual review of progress toward our SMART Goals, Strategic Goals and fulfillment of HCLC’s 
Mission/Theme and Vision. 

 The Theme Statement should be frequently and prominently displayed on internal documents and 
external publications, keeping the Mission and Vision “front and center.” 

 Any long-range planning team should regularly evaluate adherence to our Strategic Ministry Plan and 
achievement of its Mission and Vision. 

 Holy Cross Lutheran Church’s budget and annual operating plan should support our Strategic Ministry Plan. 
 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18).  With our Strategic Ministry Plan comes the renewed 
Vision of “living together as the Body of Christ” for our church leadership and our members.  For this plan to succeed, 
clarity of the Vision, Mission and Core Values (1. Worship & Word and Sacrament; 2. Scripture – Teaching & Devotion; 3. 
Friendship & Family; 4. Pastoral Care & Our Caring Community; 5. Well Maintained Facilities) must be evident within our 
congregation.  It is incumbent upon church leadership to lead the entire congregation to a full understanding of not only 
the Vision, but also why it is essential and how it will be carried out.  The congregation must come to understand that our 
Theme Statement, “RECEIVING GOD’S LOVE AND ACTIVELY RESPONDING,” is based upon God’s promises, but it 
requires sacrificial commitment and involvement by God’s people because God works through means.  The foundational 
strength of the Core Values, the functional direction of the ministries must be continuously kept before us to provide the 
“tools” for us to measure each ministry.  It is my hope and prayer that by doing so, accountability and achievement of our 
mission will be in place for both our leadership and our congregation. 
 
See you in worship! 
 

Pastor Wismar 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Volunteers needed to serve a warm, hearty meal on March 6 
Holy Cross will be responsible for the St. John’s Community Supper on Tuesday, 
March 6.  A sign-up sheet for servers is on the narthex table.  Your commitment 
would be from 4:45 to 6 p.m.  If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Ciccia. 
 

---CINDY AND JOE CICCIA 
 
 
 
 

COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Easter Baskets due – covered in a cellophane bag – by March 18  
Just a reminder that if you took one of the 30 bunny or egg tags from the “basket poster” in the narthex on February 25, 
agreeing to put together a fun-filled basket for a child in the DCF system, baskets are due, covered in a cellophane bag, 
by March 18.  That gives our adopted Covenant to Care for Children social worker, Mimose Ulysse-Laurenard, two weeks 
prior to Easter to personally deliver the baskets to the children. 
 

If you are unable to shop, but would like to make a donation, you can help fund this gift-giving project 
by making out a check to Holy Cross and designate “CTC Fund” in the memo line.  You can personally 
hand your check to me or place it in the Covenant to Care mailbox outside the church office.  Your gift 
will then be used to either purchase a basket(s) for any child(ren) that is added to Mimose’s caseload 
between early and mid-March, and to purchase small toys/goodies to supplement the donated baskets. 
 

Thank you in advance for your willingness to help young people in our community who are in crisis and need and, more 
importantly, taking the opportunity to share God’s love with these children through something as simple as an Easter 
basket.  If you have any questions, please speak with me.   
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 
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Our Midweek Lent Focus 
All Wednesday Evening Midweek Services are at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

On Wednesdays, our liturgy will be Holden Evening Prayer  
 

March 7:  “God’s Will and My Identity:  Mary” 
In humility, Mary dutifully accepted the role God had given her to become the mother of our Savior.  That Son 
would later accept His role, faithfully following the path His Father had in mind for Him to save us all. 
 

March 14:  “God’s Will and My Worldview:  Paul” 
On the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned upside down when God called him to preach the name of 
the Christ he had persecuted.  We follow God’s will by putting the crucified Christ at the center of our worldview. 
 

March 21:  “God’s Will and My Response:  Lydia” 
Lydia followed the will of God by responding in faith and hospitality when the Gospel message of Christ’s sacrifice 

was preached to her.  We follow the will of God by responding in love and service  
to one another in return for what Christ has done for us. 
 

 

 

Holy Week Worship 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25:  “God’s Will When We Are Not Willing” 
We are not always willing to do what God asks of us.  In Jesus’ Palm Sunday  

entry into Jerusalem, He reveals to us that even tough roads are worth traversing for the good of the Kingdom.  
 

Maundy Thursday, March 29:  “God’s Will and Joyful Service” 
Christ asked His disciples to wash one another’s feet, as He had washed theirs, for the joy that was set bef ore Him.  
Serving one another with joy is a tribute to Him who is the Servant of All.  
 

Good Friday, March 30, Noon Service:  “God’s Will is Done” 
On the cross Christ followed through with the will of God, crying out, “It is finished” as He breathed His last.  
This ultimate sacrifice serves as a model to look at our lives as a holy sacrifice to Him.  
 

Good Friday, March 30, 7:30 p.m. Service:  Our worship includes the Office of Tenebrae 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1:  “God’s Will for the New Creation” 
When Christ rose from the tomb, He opened the door to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness 
dwells.  God’s will for us as Easter people is to fix our eyes on the new creation of perfect paradise prepared for us 
in heaven. 
 

“Thy Will Be Done,” theme wording by Justin Rossow © 2018 Creative Communications for the Parish 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Coming to a leadership role with humbleness and hope 
 

“People are like stained-glass windows.  They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, their 
true beauty is revealed only if there is light from within.” – Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 
 

It is an awesome privilege and daunting task to serve with the leaders of our congregation as President.  I will need your 
prayers.  I am the least of all to serve in this capacity, and look to the path Jesus Christ has set and guidance from the 
Holy Spirit.  My fellow Christian brothers and sisters, I remain inspired by your faith, dedication to Scripture, and service to 
each other and our community...and we can do so much more. 
 

We continue the work started by my predecessor, Kerry Geffert, who led us through a 
pastoral vacancy and the development of Vision 2020 with faith, courage and an eye to 
the future of our beloved church.  I am grateful to Kerry, and to our former Board 
members Jim Atkinson, Pat Deloge, Donna Senft, Andrew Struzik and Lydia Struzik for 
their service and counsel, and look forward to build on the work they facilitated. 
 

With our new board members in place, the commissions and committees will update 
you on a more frequent basis on their responsibilities and activities.  Our goal in 
keeping with Vision 2020 is deeper engagement with each other in our church and 
community at large.  I encourage everyone to let their light shine:  Reach out, speak, 
learn, pray, gather.  Respond to Christ in all things.  Let your light shine. 
 

God's blessings, 
---MICHELE VAN WART 
   Holy Cross President 

 
 

MEET THE GIVING CHALLENGE 
500 in 50 update:  We’re halfway toward our goal, keep the momentum going! 
Goal:  Collect 500 items to be donated to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission between Pancake Day 
(February 11) and Easter Sunday (April 1) – 50 days. 
 

Thank you for the generous outpouring of donations!  I hope you are inspired by the growing 
mountain of items to continue thinking of those in need.  As I write this, we are well over halfway 

toward meeting our goal in a just a few weeks.  If we keep up this pace, we will meet our goal well before Easter.  So, I 
have a question for you – if we meet our goal early, should we: 1) coast along until Easter Sunday; 2) take the donations 
to the Mission now and be done; or 3) establish a new goal and keep working?  Let me know your thoughts at 
congregation@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

In His Service, 
---KERRY GEFFERT 
 
 

 

 

“Spring Ahead” 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 

at 2 a.m. on March 11. 
Turn your clock forward one hour before 

going to sleep on Saturday, March 10. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
Special thanks to all who supported the bake sale 
The Youth Group thanks all those who contributed to our 
charity bake sale on Sunday, February 11 – both bakers 
and customers.  We raised $244, and the youth decided 
to donate these funds to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, Connecticut Westchester Hudson Valley 
Chapter.  Praise be to God for this generous outreach! 
---THE YOUTH OF HOLY CROSS 

 

mailto:congregation@hol.ycrosstrumbull.com


6 

 

PANCAKE DAY EVENT 
A large crowd ate large but it was for a good cause: Lenten discipline 
What an unbelievable day we had on February 11 for Pancake Day!  One hundred-plus attendees joined in a moment of 
prayer led by Pastor Wismar.  We then shared in fellowship a traditional meal of Swedish Pancakes with raspberry jam, 
Ebleskiver with applesauce filling, traditional and chocolate chip pancakes.  Also on the menu were sausage links, Danish 
and doughnuts.  Our Fellowship Hall was filled with smiles, laughter and full stomachs!  It was so 
wonderful to see everyone from Holy Cross, friends and families come to join us!  Thanks to a 
Thrivent grant this was a free event!  We were also thrilled to have the Youth Group assisting us!  So 
many people helped out with this event; see the full list in the “thank-you” column on Page 9. 
 

A bit of Shrovetide Trivia:  These traditions began in the Middle Ages (10th-11th ages) as religious 
requirement.  The word Shrove means absolution or forgiveness.  Fasting was required during Lent and eggs, milk, fat, 
cream and sugar were the items forbidden during this 40-day period.  During SHROVETIDE the people tried ways to use 
up these rich food ingredients used in their homes.  As Edith Skoog wrote, “As you enter the Lenten season, though it is a 
solemn time of repentance, you can rejoice in the fact that you are SHRIVEN.” 
 

---EDITH SKOOG and CINDY CICCIA 

 
 

This was a case of “too many cooks” NOT spoiling  
the “broth”….or in this case the pancakes!  In the  
photo at right, from left to right, Joe Ciccia, Gary 
Messerschmitt, Edith Skoog and Lorraine Finch,  

were just four of the cooks who prepared the batter  
and flipped the pancakes.   As you can see below,  
the Fellowship Hall was filled with people hungry  

for pancakes and other breakfast goodies. 
 

 

 
 
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS 
Important opportunity for those with Thrivent “Choice Dollars” 
Time is running out for you to designate any or all of your remaining 2017 CHOICE 
DOLLARS to Holy Cross.  You may already have some 2018 CHOICE DOLLARS available 
to designate as well.  Please log on to your Thrivent Account before March 31 and follow 
the prompts to designate the Choice Dollars allotted to you.  The website is:  
http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Or you may simply phone Thrivent (800-847-4836) and say “choice dollars” at 
the appropriate voice-activated prompt.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 

Our Thrivent members can potentially generate several thousands of dollars for Holy Cross’ expenses through CHOICE 
DOLLARS, so please make the effort.  Thrivent doesn’t seem to publicize this program as much as they used to do.   
 

Don’t forget Thrivent Action Team financial support either.  Thank you! 
---DON MEYER 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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You are invited to the 
 

E A S  T E R  
BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, April 1 
at 8:30 a.m. 

in the  
Froehlich 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Please join your  
Holy Cross family 

and friends for this 
annual fellowship 

tradition. 
 

Worship with us at the  
7:00 service and stay  

for breakfast 
or 

Come for breakfast at  
8:30 and worship with 
us at the 10:30 service 

 

If you plan to attend, 
please sign up  
in the narthex.   

 

Breakfast casseroles, muffins, 
bagels, baked goods and  
fruit salad are needed.   

If you can provide any of these 
items, please indicate this  

on the sign-up sheet. 
 

VOICE OF THE VEEP 
Step up to step in to be of service 
I would like to give you an update on the work of your Commission Directors.  
Pastor Wismar directed the congregation’s attention in the January 2018 
Newsletter to Phase 3 – the Action Plan of our Strategic Ministry Plan.  Board 
members are busy focusing on the SMART Goals.  Their immediate task is to 
gather committee members to help implement goals.  This is where we need 
your help. 
 

In my study of the Bible, I am struck by how important the 
theme of relationships is to God – our relationship with God 
and with others.  Immediately what comes to mind was how 
Jesus, as He was dying on the cross, made sure His mother 
Mary and his beloved disciple John formed a relationship for 
the rest of their lives.  Even as Jesus washed the feet of His 
disciples, He was conveying the importance of forming 
loving relationships with others.  Jesus modeled the self-
giving character of His work for us to let us know what He 
values and expects of us.  This brings me to my point.  We 
need you to step up and offer your services to the committee of your choice.  It 
is incumbent upon all of us to do our part.  How will you help us reach our 
goals?  Please contact one of the following directors ASAP: 

 

Lead Shepherd – Hugh Hughes 
Social Ministry – Stephanie Helminger and Kendra Norman 
Worship director – Sally Finck 
Discipleship director – Julianne Nyitrai 
Education director – Kristen Messerschmitt 
Evangelism director – Jon Halls 
Property director – Dan Senft 
Technology director – Gary Messerschmitt 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
---VALERIE HUYDIC 
   Holy Cross Vice President 

 

 
 
 

TWO NOTES FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

Clothing donations:  Be a “light!”   
Support the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet 
It’s easy!  Just drop off your gently-used clothing donation in 
the box in the narthex and we will deliver your clothing to the 
Summerfield United Methodist Clothes Closet in Bridgeport. 
 

Trumbull Food Pantry Note: Donations temporarily 
on hold due to “500 in 50” collection 
The Trumbull Food Pantry collection will be discontinued until 
our “500 in 50” drive is complete on Easter Sunday.  Please 
consider donating items to our collection for the Bridgeport 
Rescue Mission.  (See the “Meet the Giving Challenge” article 
on Page 5.) 
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
Word families and rhymes, birds, clouds and spring, our preschoolers are learning about so many things! 
February 14 began our season of Lent.  How appropriate that Ash Wednesday fell on Valentine’s Day!  Jesus loves us so 
very much that He was willing to lay down His life for us!  We will travel through our Lenten journey with special devotional 
booklets and stickers that follow Jesus’ ministry all the way to the cross.  Each child received the booklet and stickers for 
their use at home with their family.  
 

In March we will celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss!  We will be exploring word families and rhymes as 
well as making some crazy hats!  We will also vote for our favorite Dr. Seuss book and graph our results. 
 

For the remainder of March, we will focus on birds, insects and the wonderful season of spring!  Our 
science activities will focus on wind, clouds, rainbows and shadows.  We will learn about the different 
types of clouds, how rainbows are made and we will measure our shadows at different times of the day. 
 

We had a wonderful field trip in February to the Discovery Museum.  We made towers with different materials and then 
put them on an earthquake board to see if they would or would not collapse!  We then saw a planetarium show about the 
Milky Way and the special star that those on Earth has called the sun! 
 

Our registration for next year is ongoing.  Please tell your friends and family about our preschool! 
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 
IN THE MAILBAG  
 

From Sterling House Community Center (in thanks for Holy Cross’ Thanksgiving Eve food donations) 
Dear Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for the generous donation to the Sterling House Community Center Food Pantry.  Thanks to your support, we 
were able to provide 255 food baskets to families in need in our community this holiday.  We truly appreciate your 
contribution to these efforts. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

---AMANDA MEESON 
   Executive Director, Sterling House Community Center 
 

                             
 

 

From Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Centers 
Thank you for your donation of 22 shawls left during this holiday season at Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center.  As you 
may know, our patients greatly benefit from your parishioners’ hand-made shawls.  They keep them warm and comfort 
them during a very difficult time of their lives.  Again, thank you for your support. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

---CLAUDIA MILLAN, BSN, RN, OCN 
   Assistant Patient Services Manager – Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center – Fairfield & Trumbull 

 
 

THE WINTER SEASON MAY PERSIST, AND WE REMIND YOU  
THAT OCCASIONALLY WORSHIP SERVICES ARE 
CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS. 
WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.  
Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:  

 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail; 

 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting; 

 WICC radio (AM 600); 

 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or 

 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV. 
 

http://www.wicc600.com/
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for serving as the church-office volunteers, helping out with 
various tasks one morning a week. 
 

Cindy Ciccia and Edith Skoog who planned and coordinated the Pancake Day event on February 11.  
Cindy and Edith did have plenty of help with the set-up, clean-up, food preparation tasks and serving.  
Special thanks to these folks who helped in one way or another:  John Anantharaj and Buela John, 
Joe Ciccia, Nicole Ciccia, Donna DiLalla, Lorraine and Jim Finch, Karen and Kerry Geffert, Lisa 
Keane, Gary Messerschmitt, Thomasina Petrahai, Thomas Petrahai, Nyla Petrahai, Mary Ann 
and David Schiller, Bill Skoog and Miharu Wismar.  Quite a few members of our youth group helped as well, and we 
thank them:  Joanne Bogen, Cole Dowling, Sheryl John, Trajan Keane, Duncan Keane, Peter Messerschmitt, 
Danny Nyitrai, Jessica Nyitrai, Joey Vaitkus and Luke Wismar.  This is a LOT of sets of hands that helped with a 
fun event! 
 

Kerry Geffert for putting together the display in the narthex case to highlight the “500 in 50” initiative that Holy Cross is 
doing during Lent. 
 
 

 
 
 

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Leah makes cherished comforting visits, as well as attends a pastoral installation with Maggie 
Kathryn Struzik and Leah Comfort Dog attended the installation ceremony of Reverend Keffie A.O. Deen II, on February 11, 
at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Albany, N.Y.  They were joined by Maggie Comfort Dog from Christ the King Lutheran–
Newtown.  It was a wonderful day for all those who attended.  See the picture below. 

 

Cindy had her monthly visit on February 12 with our Holy Cross Christian Preschool.  This visit was 
all about nursery rhymes, but also included a Valentine book.  The children are so excited when 
Leah comes to visit.  While reading a rhyme, Preschool Director Michele Glennon said, “Doesn’t that 
tune sound like something else we know?”  They all responded “YES” and then sang the ABC’s!!!  
What rhyme do you think that is??? 
 

February 26 was our monthly visit to Middlebrook 
Farms in Trumbull.  The residents and staff are so 
thrilled to include the Comfort Dog Ministry in their 
facility.  During this visit two middle-school students 
from Trumbull were allowed to attend as they planned 
to write a report on the interaction of the residents 
with the Comfort Dogs. 
 

Walking Together, Serving As One, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK,  
   LYDIA STRUZIK, JOSEPH CICCIA 
   Holy Cross Team 
 
 

Maggie and Leah Comfort Dogs were proud to attend the 
installation ceremony of Reverend Keffie A.O. Deen II 

(front, center).  Standing to Rev. Deen’s right is Atlantic 
District President Rev. Derek Lecakes, and behind him 

are four fellow pastors from the Atlantic District. 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 15: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 6 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 6 (RSV)  
 
Sexual morality—D: Lawsuits and the Christian 
1When one of you has a grievance against a brother, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 
2Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try 
trivial cases? 3Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, matters pertaining to this life! 4If then you have 
such cases, why do you lay them before those who are least esteemed by the church? 5I say this to your shame. Can it be 
that there is no man among you wise enough to decide between members of the brotherhood, 6but brother goes to law 
against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7To have lawsuits at all with one another is defeat for you. Why not rather suffer 
wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8But you yourselves wrong and defraud, and that even your own brethren. 
 

Sexual morality—E: Kingdom standards 
9Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts, 10nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit 
the kingdom of God. 11And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 
 

Sexual morality—F: Chastity 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by 
anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The 
body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us 
up by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and 
make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body 
with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” 17But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own 
body. 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your 
own; 20you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 
We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and Paul had visited and 
preached to the people there during his second missionary journey. His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 

Chapter 5 concluded with Paul’s command that believers should not be in fellowship with immoral persons guilty of greed, 
theft, idolatry, drunkenness, and sexual perversion. They must be put out of the church, so that God may judge the 
“outsider,” and that they may not be a contagion of evil ways on the believers.   
 

Chapter 6 continues Paul’s sermonizing about sexual morality. In the first several verses he 
wants to know, if the Corinthians are so smart, why can’t they remember things he’s taught 
them. He starts Verse 2 with “Do you not know,” a phrase he uses six times in the letter. He 
feels his teaching has been plain: Christians must not go to secular courts to handle disputes 
among them; “do you not know” it should be the church that hands out a verdict and it should 
be accepted. Paul holds the civil courts to be less than honorable and not worthy to judge 
Christians; he says the Corinthians should feel shame over this issue.  
 

Verse 9 begins a short section on the standards of the kingdom. Paul says plainly that 
wrongdoers aren’t making it to the Kingdom of God, and then names 10 specific sinners—
many of the Corinthians being former sinners of those types. But Paul says they were 
washed clean and sanctified so that is reason to rejoice.  
 

The final Chapter 6 section discusses chastity. Evidently the Corinthians agreed that adultery 
was wrong, but not fornication. This could be due to some misunderstanding about what Paul 
taught about freedom, but if so, Paul straightens them out. He tells them our bodies are 

God’s not our own to use immorally. We are to glorify God and we can’t do that by living sinfully. We are fortified when we 
become one with Christ, because we become one in the spirit. By shunning immoral behavior, Paul is telling the 
Corinthians they recognize their bodies are the temple of God. He urges them to glorify God in their bodies. 
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 7 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
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CELEBRATING MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

March 1: Linda Ligouri March 13: Christopher Danne 

March 2: Valerie Huydic  Gabriella Ely 

March 3: Vanessa Bogle  James Ely 

 Caitlyn Dale March 15: Gary Jackson 

 Loralai Dale  Ryan Van Wart 

 Karl Dale March 16: D.J. Broadbin 

March 4: Don Meyer March 17: Gary Messerschmitt 

March 5: Charles Carroll March 23: Ron Dietman 

March 7: Julie Sjoblom  Andrea Meyer 

March 9: Nicole Benson  March 24: Danny Nyitrai 

March 10: Anna Mae Berger March 25: Parker Deloge 

 Laura Dowling March 26: Nicole Ramirez 

 Donna Rodriguez March 28: Barbara Morris 

March 12: Taylor Van Wart  Andrew Struzik 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 

 

 

WORDS TO REMEMBER 
Simple words about unconditional love by 
Christian evangelist Billy Graham, 1918-2018 
No matter what sin we have committed, no matter 
how terrible it may be, God loves us. 

 

---Reprinted with permission from 

The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2014 


