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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 
One of the chief misconceptions about Christianity is that Christians believe they are better than other 
people.  The truth is just the opposite.  The beating heart of the Christian faith is the recognition of one’s 
deep sinful condition and therefore one’s desperate need for receiving the forgiveness, life and salvation 
that Jesus won for the world on Calvary.  Far from thinking they are better than others, Christians make no 
comparisons except with the mirror of God’s holy Law (James 2:10).  In the reflection of that mirror they cry 
out with the tax collector, “God be merciful to me, a sinner” (Luke 18:13), and 
know with St. Paul that they are foremost of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).  In the 
reflection of the mirror of God’s holy Law, they also know their need for God’s 
faithful delivery of His promised saving gifts in Word and Sacrament. 
 

The correction of this core misconception concerning Christianity is also 
foundational to correcting a stubborn misconception about Christian worship.  
Christian worship is not primarily people performing or doing their action and 
service for God – praying, singing, giving offerings!  Nor is it a matter of 
entertainment or feeling a certain way.  The service of Christian worship is 
primarily divine – with God acting and His people receiving.  That is to say, God 
gathers His Church in weekly worship to serve them His gifts of forgiveness, life 
and salvation.  The people do respond, but the priceless treasure is what they respond to.  It is the risen 
Christ who comes among His people to serve them, that is, to teach them and to feed them and to forgive 
them.  That’s what makes weekly worship the center of the Christian’s life.  That’s also why it is essential to 
understand that the Lord’s Supper is not primarily something we do.  Its creator and its content and its chief 
celebrant is the living Christ serving His gathered Church with His heavenly, forgiving, strengthening, feast 
of love. 
 

See you at His feast! 
 
Pastor Wismar 

 
 
 

 
Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m. 
Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule for 
the summer continues through September 1, the 
Sunday of Labor Day weekend. 
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Sunday, June 2 

 10:30 a.m. –  Tea Time 
 

Wednesday, June 5  

 6:30 p.m. – Confirmands’ Dinner 
 

Sunday, June 9 – The Day of Pentecost (wear red!) 

 9:00 a.m. –  Confirmation Sunday 
 

Thursday, June 13 

 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Friday, June 14 – Flag Day 

 9:15 a.m. –  Preschool Graduation Ceremony and Program 
 

Sunday, June 16 – Father’s Day 

 9:00 a.m. –  At this service there will be First Communion for our 7th graders 
 

 

 

 
 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE: 
Sundays, between May 26 and Labor Day weekend:  9:00 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Cell: 203-240-7906; Pastor’s Study: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 

Church Office:  203-268-4555;  Church Office e-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool:  203-268-6471   e-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  Chad Helminger 
DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Julianne Nyitrai 
EDUCATION COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Kristen Messerschmitt 
EVANGELISM COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Dave Bogen 
PROPERTY COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Dan Senft 
SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Gary Jackson 
SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION CO-DIRECTORS:  Stephanie Helminger and Kendra Norman 
TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Gary Messerschmitt 
WORSHIP COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 
 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us,  

you’ll see postings  

of upcoming events, pictures 

from events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
TALK IS CHEAP 
Quote by Charles F. Banning 
 

“Too many of us have a Christian 
vocabulary rather than a Christian 
experience.  We think we are 
doing our duty when we’re only 
talking about it.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2019 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is a combined July/August 
edition.  The deadline for articles is 
Saturday, June 15.  Please take 
note of this deadline 
and plan ahead 
to publicize 
events or share 
news with your fellow Holy Cross 
members.  You can submit articles 
to the newsletter mailbox, located 
outside the church office, or send 
them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

Looking ahead:  Please note there 
is no July 15 deadline.  The regular 
monthly schedule will resume with 
the September issue, which has a 
deadline of Thursday, August 15. 

 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Good things are happening 
As I write this, our semi-annual Town Hall Meeting is around the corner; and I hope you made the effort to attend.  This is 
your opportunity to hear updates on our Vision 2020 objectives and for you to ask questions. 
 

I have respect and admiration for our commission directors and volunteers, and say once again “thank you” for their 
dedication, time and attention to all of the good things that take place for and through our congregation and community.  
So many good things are done by our members to keep our church alive.  We grow and are stronger when we engage 
with each other and participate in the good works regularly offered here at Holy Cross.  Here is a sample of the vibrancy: 
 

 Comfort Dog Ministry 

 Food and supply collections 

 Narthex door reconstruction and security upgrade 

 Covenant to Care for Children 

 Altar Guild, including flowers and worship supplies 

 Fellowship events – most recent, chili cook-off and cultural potluck dinner 

 Easter breakfast including Easter egg hunt 

 Youth activities including bowling and hiking 

 Ice cream and movie night – most recent “Flight: The Genius of Birds” 

 Music sheets reviewed, sorted, and organized 

 Library clean-out – more to come on this effort 

 Prayer Circle 

 Preschool thriving with full enrollment and a summer program 

 Redesigned Vacation Bible School 

 Financial health reports in summary every quarter 

 Membership attendance review and roll update 
 
These are some of the great efforts and initiatives going on; the list is longer than this!  I challenge you: Identify the people 
leading and participating in the above activities.  Second challenge: Add to the list.  Third challenge: Be part of it – some 
of it or all of it.  God’s blessings and peace. 
 

In fellowship and service, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors 
   Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

 
 

CROP WALK 
Despite a chilly, rainy day, 12 Holy Cross members participate  
in the 2019 walk for world hunger 
Wind, rain and cold did not dampen the spirits of those who walked in the CROP Walk on 
Sunday, May 5.  Thanks to all who walked, collected funds and donated.  We raised $917 for 
hunger, and Thrivent Financial donated $250 in food items.  Thank you Laurie and Joey Vaitkus, 
Jim and Lorraine Finch, Sally Finck, Kendra Norman, Donna, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, 
Cindy and Joe Ciccia, and Bob Burns.  Thanks to our Holy Cross members for supporting this 
outreach ministry.  A special thanks to Laurie Vaitkus (my co-leader) and Joey for taking the time 
three Sundays between services to encourage people to sign up. 

 

---CAROL BURNS 

 
 

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 
When shopping, consider a donation for the food pantry at Sterling House 
Donations for the Sterling House Food Pantry in Stratford may be left in the collection box in the narthex.  
Non-perishable food items, including juice boxes, are always needed as well as the following: toiletries, 
laundry soap, feminine hygiene products and diapers.  Thank you for your continuing generosity. 
 

---LORRAINE FINCH for the 
   Social Ministry Commission 
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BREAKFAST & ARTISTS 
Popular fall event returns on the first Saturday of November;  
planning meeting scheduled for June 9 after worship 
SAVE THE DATE!  We are excited to bring back the Breakfast & Artists 
event at Holy Cross Lutheran this fall!  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, November 2.  We’ll have a delicious breakfast, keynote 
speaker, and fun shopping from a variety of artists/vendors.  Our 
speaker this year will be Kellyann Day, the CEO of “New Reach” in New Haven, an organization that assists the homeless 
population in Connecticut.  We’ll need lots of volunteers to help make this event a success.  Please plan to join us on 
Sunday, June 9, immediately following the 9 a.m. service to begin planning this exciting event.  We’d love for YOU to be a 
part of this congregational and outreach event! 
---STEPHANIE HELMINGER and KENDRA NORMAN  
   Social Ministry Co-Chairs 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
So many changes this month with graduation, butterflies emerging and summer camp beginning 
 

“We’ll be friends forever, Jesus and you and me.  He ties our hearts together, and friends we’ll always be” 
 

These are the words of the chorus of the last song the children sing at graduation.  It is hard to believe that our school year is 
coming to an end!  It has been a wonderful year full of adventure and growth.  We all will miss the children and their families 
who are moving on, but we know they are well-prepared and ready for kindergarten.  Our graduation will be held on the 
morning of June 14.  This is a very special ceremony where the children demonstrate all they have learned.  They will 
receive diplomas and Bibles.  It is our prayer that they will continue to grow in the love and knowledge of their Savior, Jesus.   
 

We have excitedly been watching our 
caterpillars as they change.  When we 
received them on April 29 they were very 
tiny.  In just one week they nearly tripled in 
size!  As of this writing they have all spun 
a chrysalis.  In another week they should 
become butterflies!  When they do we will 
release them with a special ceremony.  
We are also watching green beans grow.  
The plants are very tall and now have 
flowers.  When the flowers fall off, the 
beans will begin to grow.  We cannot wait 
to taste them!  See the adjacent pictures of 
these two “science” projects – the five 
chrysalises and our green bean plants. 
 

Registration is underway for our Summer Camp.  This year our camp theme will be Creation.  Each week will focus on a 
different day of creation.  This will be done through books, songs, crafts and science activities along with fun outdoor 
centers.  The camp is for children ages 3-5.  We have both part-day ad full-day options.  Please contact me at 203-268-
6471 or preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com for more information.  
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 
   Preschool Director 

 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS SUNDAY, JUNE 9…WEAR RED! 

This is also Confirmation Day at Holy Cross!   
Two youth will profess their Christian faith as they promise to follow Jesus.  

 

“Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do easy things;  
after Pentecost they found it easy to do hard things.”  

 

(Words by A.J. Gordon; reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2018) 

mailto:preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we say “thank you” to:   
 

Jim and Lorraine Finch for once again coordinating the Annual Easter 
Breakfast.  Jim and Lorraine could not have carried out this event without 
all the people who helped to set up the Fellowship Hall the day before 
Easter and serve food and clean up during and after the breakfast.  See 
the short “wrap-up” article below that thanks all those who helped. 
 

Diane Dietman, Alexis Rodriguez, Donna Rodriguez and Marissa 
Rodriguez for planning and leading the Easter egg hunt for all the kids 
on Easter morning.  Despite the damp grounds, the egg hunt was fun for 
all the kids who participated! 
 

Mary Ann and David Schiller for not only purchasing white linen tablecloths for all our Fellowship Hall tables, but also 
laundering them after being used at an event. 
 

Carol Burns, Laurie Vaitkus and Joey Vaitkus for coordinating Holy Cross’ efforts for the CROP Walk. 
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for their valuable assistance once a week as they volunteer in the church office. 
 
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
Graduating this spring?  Please complete an information form  
and return to church office by June 9 so we can honor you 
If you are graduating from high school, college or a Master’s program this spring, we 
encourage you to share the details about this exciting milestone with your church family.  
We plan to recognize all of our graduates in the July/August newsletter.  Please take a 
“Graduate Information” form (pink half-sheet), found on the narthex table, fill it out, and 
return it to the Church Office mailbox by Sunday, June 9.  Please let us know who you 
are – you are important to us! 

 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST  
Thanks given to all those who helped with this annual – and delicious – event  
Eighty-five church family members and friends attended our Annual Easter Breakfast on April 21. We are grateful for all 
the people who helped to set up, serve food and clean up before, during and after the breakfast: Peter Antoniou, Joanne, 
Sarah and Donna Bogen, Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Sherry Duff, Sally Finck, 
Max, Trajan, and Lisa Keane, Jack and Gary Messerschmitt, the Nyitrai 
family, Sue Ellen Peglow, Alexis and Donna Rodriquez, Mary Ann and 
David Schiller, and Cliff and Mary Schrock. 
 
Also, we can’t forget to thank all those who brought food to share – from 
egg casseroles, to the muffins, scones, pastries and fruit, we had a 
delicious breakfast spread.  
 
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves and hope to see you all at next 
year’s Easter Breakfast.  
---JIM and LORRAINE FINCH 
 
 

WORDS TO PUT INTO ACTION 
“Do” diligence 
Against the backdrop of people who avoid work, cut corners and do half-hearted jobs, a diligent person stands out.  
Practicing diligence is an excellent way to stand out for Christ at home, in the workplace and even at church.  Today, 
complete each one of your tasks, however big or small, with diligence. 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2019 
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CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Be a “light!”  Support the “Light on the Hill Clothes Closet” at Summerfield Methodist  
Spring is here!!  Clothing is being accepted for the new season.  Please donate to the Summerfield 
Clothes Closet in Bridgeport.  The collection box is in the narthex.  Your donations are greatly 
appreciated by those in need.  
 

---LORRAINE FINCH for the 
   Social Ministry Commission 

 
 

WORDS THAT COUNT           CHURCH CHUCKLES 
An encouraging word sparkles like a gem 
The Bible repeatedly “encourages” Christians to 
“encourage one another.”  How can you tell when 
someone needs encouragement?  The answer is easy, 
said Chick-fil-A founder Truett Cathy:  If they’re 
breathing!  He quipped, “I get a lot of encouragement, 
but I never got an overdose.” 
 

Offering encouragement is an easy way to have a big 
impact.  In fact, two esteemed Christian writers call 
encouragers angelic and godly.  George MacDonald 
said, “If, instead of a gem or even a flower, we could 
cast the gift of a lovely thought into the heart of a friend, 
that would be giving as the angels give.”  And G.K. 
Chesterton said, “If I can put one touch of rosy sunset 
into the life of any man or woman, I shall feel that I have 
worked with God.” 
 

Who in your life might need an encouraging word today! 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2019 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

June 1: Erica Carola June 16: Amanda Fitzmorris 

 Ethan Rentz  Jordan Mones 

June 2: Gage LaSalle June 17: Savannah Fitzmorris 

June 3: Wayne LaSalle June 18 Kaleigh Calvao 

 Mia Mladsi  Amy Geffert  

June 4 Teddy Hughes June 20 Jena Conte 

June 5: James Atkinson  Jeannie Mones 

June 6: Virginia Gaffney June 21: Bonnie Hodges 

June 8: Christian Witschy June 23: Gavin Brenna  

June 10: Eleanor Hughes June 24: Tim Senft 

 Monika Seyal June 25: Barbara Ladd 

June 11: Colby LaSalle  Paul Schipul 

June 12: Mary Schrock June 26: Marissa Rodriguez 

June 15: Carl Carlson June 29: Pat Deloge 

   Kathryn Struzik 


