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THOUGHTS FROM ONE OF OUR GUEST PASTORS 
Summertime – And the Living Gets Easy… 
June is a wonderful month!  The days are warmer and longer.  Kids eagerly anticipate school-less days, perhaps to the 
chagrin of their parents – and exciting summer activities are planned.  These may include vacations away or barbeques at 
home; visits to theme parks and picnics at the beach; evening trips to Dairy Queen – the choices are endless.  
 

All these activities are well and good, but sometimes we get so busy and schedules become so crowded that we don’t end 
up enjoying ourselves – and we don’t really relax.  Although we live in a fast-paced world, the pressures from this pace can 
prove detrimental to our health – spiritual health included.  
 

According to the creation story, God rested on the seventh day (Genesis 2:1-3).  On several occasions, Jesus went off all 
by himself both to rest and to pray (Matthew 14:23).  There were reasons for this.  Perhaps we can learn something from 
their examples. 
 

Although appropriate any time of the year, the summer months are ideal for some scheduled rest and relaxation – yes, 
scheduled.  Intentional!  Planned!  Time to “get away from it all” and focus on activities that are “re-creational” for yourself 
and your loved ones. 
 

Permit what some may consider an extreme example.  
 

Back in the early 1930’s, my Dad had a cottage built in the Pocono Mountains on 
a campus that was once called Lutherland.  The intent of the original project was 
to provide facilities and activities that were geared to enjoying the grandeur of 
God’s creation while enabling persons to spend quality time with their friends and 
loved ones or by themselves.  Unfortunately, Lutherland is long gone now and 
has been replaced with many modern facilities, but the Meyer cottage remains. 
 

Although our cottage has electricity and running water, it has no Wi-Fi, DVD or television.  Instead there are ample board 
games, puzzles and books.  Cell phones work but there is no access to the internet.  In short and only to a certain degree, 
one is cut off from the world. Everyone who goes there looks forward to the opportunity to “get away and mellow out.” 
 

I’m a list-making person and, as is my habit, I usually make a list of chores on my first day.  The second day usually begins 
well, but by the end of the week, I’ve forgotten where I last put my list.  I found better things to do. 
 

More importantly, time is set aside for long walks and talks.  Evening dinners go long and late.  On chilly evenings, 
gatherings at the fireplace.  There’s time for reading and introspection.  Time for meditation and prayer.  All without 
interruption!  The result is a rejuvenation of body and spirit, even the lowering of my blood pressure.  
 

Now, I fully understand that the Meyer cottage experience may not be for everyone.  But what I am suggesting is that time 
be scheduled – yes scheduled during the summer months – to foster mental and spiritual rejuvenation.  Communion with 
God and in-depth communication with loved ones.  Worship on Sundays wherever you might be.  There are myriad ways 
to accomplish this and I feel confident you’ll find a process suitable for you. 
 

If Jesus could take off to spend some personal time alone and with his heavenly Father, so can we.  If Jesus needed time 
to rest and feel rejuvenated… (think about it) 
 

---REV. WILLIAM MEYER 
   Pastor Emeritus of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Garden City, New York. 
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Sunday, June 4 – The Day of Pentecost (wear red!) 
 Comfort Dog Sunday 
 10:30 a.m. –  Thrivent Financial Seminar (after the 9 a.m. worship service) 
 

Tuesday, June 6 
 5:00 p.m. –  Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport 
 

Thursday, June 8 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Saturday, June 10 
 10:00 a.m. – Antiques Seminar 
 

Sunday, June 11 – Holy Trinity Sunday 
 

Monday, June 12 
 7:00 p.m. – Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, June 14 – Flag Day 
 9:15 a.m. –  Preschool Graduation Ceremony and Program 
 

Sunday, June 18 – Father’s Day 
 

Friday, June 23 
 7:00 p.m. – Family Movie Night…featuring “Despicable Me” 
 

Monday, June 26 
 7:00 p.m. – Worship Service 
 

Monday-Friday, August 7-11  
 9:00 a.m. –  Vacation Bible School 
 

 
 
 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 
 
 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTES: 
Sunday Worship Service—May 28 through September 3:  9:00 a.m. 

Monday Worship Service during the summer months: 7:00 p.m., second and fourth Mondays only 
 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).  
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole 
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the 
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service 
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, 

you’ll see postings 

of upcoming events, 

pictures from events 

and other notices. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BE SOMEBODY! 
Words by Lily Tomlin,  
actress, comedian, writer 
“I always wondered why somebody 
doesn’t do something.  Then I 
realized I am somebody.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2015 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is a combined July/August 
edition.  The deadline for articles is 
Thursday, June 15.  Please take 
note of this 
deadline and 
plan ahead to  
publicize events or  
share news with your fellow Holy 
Cross members.  You can submit 
articles to the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

Looking ahead:  Please note there 
is no July 15 deadline.  The regular 
monthly schedule will resume with 
the September issue; the deadline 
for this issue is Tuesday, August 15. 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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Save the date! 

COMFORT DOG SUNDAY! 
On June 4 we will have two special guests during our worship service – Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah, along with  

their handlers and ministry partners.   Following the service, we will host a coffee hour for a meet and greet. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DISCIPLESHIP REPORT 
For your enjoyment, antiques and a movie night highlight June social events 
Hello to everyone.  Depending on when you are reading this article, I hope you have a great Memorial Day.  As I hope you 
noticed, we had two fellowship events in May and we will have two more events in June.  You are invited to join us for 
both of them. 
 

The first is an antiques seminar with Otto Atkinson.  If you did not know, he is very knowledgeable on antiques.  He is 
excited to share his knowledge with anyone who has an interest in antiques.  The seminar is at 10 a.m., on Saturday, 
June 10.  Refreshments will be provided. 
 

The second event is a Family Movie Night.  It will be held at 7:00 p.m., on Friday, June 23.  The 
movie will be “Despicable Me.”  It is a bring-your-own-snacks-and-refreshments activity. 
 

We hope to see you at one or both of these events.  If you have an idea for another type of event, 
please leave a note in the Discipleship mailbox. 
---JAMES ATKINSON 
   Discipleship Commission Director 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
What are you reading?  Our library has a new book by Meyers’ daughter-in-law 
Grace Alone, by Ruth E. Meyer – daughter-in-law of our own Don and Joanne Meyer – is the latest addition to our HCLC 
library (shelves on right of room).  This is a Christian fictional romance novel about a single mother, Grace Williams, 
dealing with issues of religion, personal conflicts, frustrations, stress of raising children, and the potential of love.  The 

questions Grace asks are answered in unexpected ways with challenges to change.  This book 
is the first in a trilogy written by Ruth.  A perfect summer read – add it to your summer reading 
list.  You are welcome to borrow it from our library – just remember to return it so others may 
enjoy it.  Thank you to Don and Joanne for their donation. 
 

If you have book suggestions, please pass them along to me so we can share with the rest of 
the book worms in our congregation.  Happy Reading! 
---MICHELE A. VICHIOLA-VAN WART 
   E-mail:  mvichiola@sbcglobal.net 
   Cell:  203-305-2910 

 
 

Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m. 
Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule continues 
through September 3, the Sunday of Labor Day weekend. 
Our Monday services are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays—this month on June 12 and June 26. 

mailto:mvichiola@sbcglobal.net
tel:%28203%29%20305-2910
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TECH TALK 
Dreaded scammers must be dealt with quickly and efficiently to avoid catastrophe 
Ever get a pop-up that says, “Your computer has a critical error.  Please call 888-555-1212 in order to fix it” or something 
similar?  How about receiving phone calls where the caller mysteriously knows that your computer is not working correctly 
and would be glad to help you fix it?  These are two scams that are very effective against those that are uninformed.  
Their main purpose is to get your credit card number and charge you high rates for services that you could run for free or 
non-existent protection plans.  Their other purpose could be to steal your identity. 
 

Apparently, this fraud must be effective since I have seen the pop-ups and received these phone calls for more than a 
year now.  It is amazing how real the scammers make their company out to be.  Most scams sound professional and will 

have you go to a website that will give them access to your computer.  From there they will 
run a few tools that make it look like they are scanning for issues and, of course, they will 
come up with several “severe” issues that require immediate attention.  They can fix them if 
you only provide them with your credit card number – or even better send them a check.  
 

If you have fallen for one of these, you are not alone.  I personally know two people who 
bought into this but I was only in time to help one of them retain their money.  Luckily, 
neither of them has had their identity stolen.  These swindles will fail if you contest the credit 

card charges or stop payment on your check so there is hope at recovery if you act quickly enough.  Unfortunately, if you 
have given them access to your computer they can access it at any time and can steal anything important you may have 
stored on the hard drive or in your browser. 
 

The critical part is if you have granted someone you do not know access to your computer, shut down and unplug it 
immediately.  Bring it in to a computer repair center, tell them what happened, and ask them to scan for any viruses or 
Trojan applications that may have been installed without attaching the computer to the internet.  With luck, they will repair 
everything and your computer will receive some needed maintenance. 
 

Our technology is advancing and is opening us up to dangers that we have never even imagined.  If you are unsure about 
anything on your computer, it is always good to ask a professional from a reputable company. Do not risk the loss of your 
money or your identity. 
 

If you found this interesting or have any comments or questions feel free to contact me anytime at 
TechnologyDirector@holycrosstrumbull.com  .  Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hclchurch/ . 
 

Tech Tip for the Month:  Before you deal with any company, look them up on the internet.  If they do not have a website 
or if their website does not seem valid, do not deal with them.  Sometimes fake companies will give legitimate company 
websites.  When this happens, tell the caller that you will call back on the number posted on the website if you need help. 
---GARY MESSERSCHMITT 

 
 

THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

Our Preschool Director Michele Glennon is very appreciative of the help she was given by Holy Cross members to carry 
out the April 29 Open House.  Special thanks to:  Pat Deloge, for coordinating this event, supplying the snacks and 
representing the church on the 29th; Donna DiLalla, for producing the flyers and signs publicizing the Open House; Tina 
Batoh, for making the outdoor sign to draw attention to the event; Cindy Ciccia (handler) and Lydia Struzik (ministry 
partner) for bringing Comfort Dog Leah to the Open House so that she could “visit” with those that 
came to inquire about our preschool; and Gail Rice, for bringing the interactive zoo display to the 
Open House. 
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the May 2 
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Lorraine Finch, Stephanie Helminger, 
Kendra Norman, Alexis Rodriguez, Donna Rodriguez, Marissa Rodriguez, Nancy Sabol, 
Mary Ann Schiller, Cliff and Mary Schrock, Joey Vaitkus and Laurie Vaitkus.  
 

To Kathy Boivie for organizing and hosting the Apologetics discussion group that met on Wednesday mornings from late 
April through May. 
 

To Linda Suhr for her ongoing commitment to help Mary in the church office on Thursday mornings. 

mailto:TechnologyDirector@holycrosstrumbull.com
https://www.facebook.com/hclchurch/
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SEAFARERS & INTERNATIONAL HOUSE MINISTRY 
Knit hats by Edith Skoog keep seafarers’ heads warm 
Edith Skoog has been very busy knitting hats for the seafarers that come into our 
ports in New Haven, New London and New York.  See the accompanying photo of 
Edith’s handiwork.  Holy Cross has have been partnering with the Seafarers & 
International House in New York, a Lutheran mission for seafarers and sojourners 
working to nurture the human spirit and foster human dignity.  Edith will donate her 
hats and our local port chaplain Ruth Setaro will give them to the men and women 
who enter our ports. 
 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
Please submit changes for phone and address directory to be updated this summer 
The church office plans to update the Holy Cross phone/address membership directory this summer.  
Please take this opportunity to look at your entry in the current green-colored “Phone & Address 
Membership Directory—Summer 2015.”  If you have a new phone number, mailing address or e-mail 
address, please submit the changes in writing to the church office no later than June 11.  Also, if you 
have a child who is no longer living in your household, please update the office by giving us his or her 
new contact information.   
 

Submit changes by putting a note in the “Church Office” mailbox or sending an e-mail to office@holycrosstrumbull.com  .  
As with our current directory, we will include e-mail addresses.  If your e-mail address is not listed in the current directory 
and you would like to have it listed, please submit this e-dress in writing.  Thank you! 
---MARY SCHROCK 
   Church Office Administrator 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT HOLY CROSS 
Join us for a week of crafts, Bible adventures, stories, music and outdoor fun! 

 

        August 7-11, from 9 a.m. to Noon 
 

          Grades K-5 (grade entering in Sept. 2017) 
 

          Registration is ongoing until filled. 
                                     (Forms are on the narthex table) 

 

If you have questions, leave a message for Kimberly Atkinson at the church office, 203 -268-7555. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal at our monthly commitment in Bridgeport 
“What goes around the world but stays in the corner?” was the joke told by our usual joke-telling supper client at the May 2 
Community Supper.  Lorraine Finch had graciously offered to do the shopping – and ended up doing it all by herself.  Grace 
Lutheran-Stratford helpers arrived at St. John’s just as Lorraine did to help unload all the groceries.  However, there were 
only two hams, not four.  Lorraine returned to the car.  She looked at the receipt, and saw she had paid for four hams.  
Where were the other two?  Finally, someone looked on the floor behind the center island, and inside were the two hams 
and more groceries.  Mystery solved.  Anna Schaaf, Diane Hintz Schyhol, Helen Harper, Hank Saunders (all from Grace), 
Nancy Sabol and Stephanie Helminger made short work of the cooking.  After wrapping the plastic ware in napkins, we sat 
to visit and enjoyed looking at the picture book of Anna’s 90th birthday party when she was “Queen for a Day.” 
 

The 4:30 helpers (the Rodriguez ladies and Cliff and Mary Schrock) were a Godsend.  They 
sliced ham and cooked the broccoli and corn.  Soon after that, Kendra Norman and Grace-
Stratford members Saviden and Gus Semon arrived to help get all the food out on the serving 
table.  And just after 5 p.m. Joey and Laurie Vaitkus joined those volunteers to serve 104 meals.  
When little 5-year-old Angie came through the serving line she refused an apple saying she 
didn’t like apples.  However, when there was a lull in serving just a bit later, she came over and 
requested an apple.  As she was given the apple, she was reminded that she had told us she 
didn’t like apples.  Her answer to that was that she promptly bit into and ate the apple.  It had to 
be her own timing!  Many people exited from the supper expressing their thanks. 
 

Preparing and serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal is a mission that falls under Holy 
Cross’ Social Ministry Commission.  Our next community supper is on Tuesday, June 6.  Cooks are needed beginning at 
1:15 and servers at 4:45.  If you can volunteer your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
 

P.S.:  Have you figured out the answer to the joke?  “What goes around the world but stays in the corner?”  Answer:  A 
postage stamp! 

 
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
Graduate information forms due on June 11 
If you are graduating from high school or college this spring, we encourage you to share 
the details about this exciting milestone with your church family.  We plan to recognize all 
of our graduates in the July/August newsletter.  Please take a “Graduate Information” form 
(blue half-sheet), found on the narthex table, fill it out, and return it to the Church Office 
mailbox by Sunday, June 11.  Please let us know who you are – we can’t list you if we 
don’t have your graduation/future plans details.  You are important to us! 
 

 
 

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 
Donations for the Trumbull Food Pantry may be 
left in the collection box in the narthex 
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to exist almost solely 
through donations from individuals and groups in our 
community.  We thank you for the recent donations that 
have been left in the collection box in the narthex and 
thank you in advance for any non-perishable items, but 
especially the following that are most needed: 
 

 Deodorant (male or female) 
 Toothpaste 
 Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 
 Laundry soap 
 Juice boxes 
 Feminine hygiene products 

 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 
 
 

 

FREE INK! 
New printer cartridges available 
When was the last time you  
were offered something free  
with no strings attached?   
Well here is one.  I bought  
some hp564xl ink cartridges  
shortly before having to buy  
a new printer and yes, the new 
printer uses a different size cartridge.  If you can  
use the hp564xl ink cartridge it’s yours.   
The package is brand new and unopened.   
Call me at 203-268-2774. 
---EDITH SKOOG 

 
 

 

tel:203-268-2774
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 
We remember our members:   
Ron Dietman; Donna DiLalla, recovering from a gastrointestinal issue; Cole Dowling; Valerie Huydic, recovering from 
hip-replacement surgery; Gary Jackson; Edna Karacsony, suffering with dementia; Jesse Kravecs, as she 
recuperates from knee-replacement surgery; JoAnne Meyer; David Schiller, recovering from triple-bypass surgery; 
Mary Ann Schiller, for complete healing following hand surgery that was necessary due to an injury sustained in an 
auto accident; Barbara Schneider; Monika Seyal; Bill and Edith Skoog, for comfort and healing 
following an auto accident in which Bill broke three ribs and Edith was badly bruised; Michael 
Weldon, suffering with lower back pain; Barbara White, dealing with health issues; the 
homebound – Bernice Erickson. 
 
During the past month, we also prayed for:   
Robert Butler, Laura Dowling’s father, recovering from the insertion of a pacemaker; Maryellen 
Dankulich, Jennifer Rentz’s step-mother, battling cancer and undergoing chemo; Christina Dean, 
a relative of Paul Hagberg, suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, 
battling cancer; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, 
cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; 
Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from colon cancer surgery; eight-year-old, Caroline Herrington, 
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of  the Nyitrai family, 
undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of lymphoma; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, 
who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with memory 
issues; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Patrick Murphy, Pat 
Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and recovering from surgery; Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto 
Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass 
surgery; Melissa Prater, Lisa Bailey’s daughter, undergoing medical testing; Dolores Reisman, Barbara White’s sister-
in-law, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy  treatment for breast cancer; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a 
lung transplant; Sharon Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a 
missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft 
family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Mike 
Stachura, friend of the Schrocks, with a relapse of kidney cancer, for effective radiation treatment to eliminate tumors 
and cancer cells; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat 
Deloge, who is battling Valley Fever and recovering from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Craig Wilson, son of a 
friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; Jim Wixson, diagnosed with bladder cancer and 
undergoing chemotherapy. 
 
Other prayer petitions were for:  Protection for all those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael 
Collins, Joao Paulo Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Michael Schweitzer and 
Daniel Struzik and our pastor, Rev. Eric Wismar.  We offered a prayer of thanksgiving upon the birth of Sarah Kristen 
Hughes, daughter of Hugh and Kerry Hughes, born on April 25.  We also prayed for the family of Carlos Calvao, who 
was called home to the Lord on May 4 – prayers of comfort for his wife, Trudy, and daughter, Kaleigh. 
 
If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for prayers to be 
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in 
this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail 
address to the church office. 
 

---DONNA SENFT 
   Shepherd’s Commission  
 

 
 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS SUNDAY, JUNE 4…WEAR RED! 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com


8 

 
COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Visits to schools provide relief and calm to emotionally-stressed students 
Here is a monthly recap from handler Kathryn Struzik: 
 

Somers Intermediate School – I traveled with Leah to the school to comfort administrative staff, teachers and students 
alike after the sudden loss of a teacher due to an accident.  Stories were shared and emotions were calmed as the school 
environment mourned the loss of this beloved teacher.  
 

Magnet School in Danbury – Went with Leah to hang out with the children 
during recess.  Some shared about their dogs and how much they loved 
having them to be comforted by when they went home after a long day. 
 

Immanuel Lutheran School – Visited classrooms and comforted some 
particularly emotionally-distressed students having a difficult time.  The change you see in just a few minutes spent with 
Leah can change the entire day! 
 

It is not about a dog, but a bridge to show MERCY, COMPASSION, PRESENCE, AND PROCLAMATION OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

Walking Together, SERVING AS ONE, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA and KATHRYN STRUZIK 

 
 
LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 7: Understanding 1st Peter, Chapter 3 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Peter, Chapter 3(RSV)  
 

The duties of believers: The husband and the wife 
1Likewise you wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, though they do not obey the word, may be won without 
a word by the behavior of their wives, 2when they see your reverent and chaste behavior.  3Let not yours be the outward 
adorning with braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and wearing of fine clothing, 4but let it be the hidden person of the heart 
with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 5So once the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn themselves and were submissive to their husbands, 6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord. And you are now her children if you do right and let nothing terrify you.  7Likewise you husbands, live considerately with 
your wives, bestowing honor on the woman as the weaker sex, since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your 
prayers may not be hindered. 
 

Christian conduct in review 
8Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind.  9Do not return evil 
for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the contrary bless, for to this you have been called, that you may obtain a blessing.  
10For “He that would love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile; 11let him 
turn away from evil and do right; let him seek peace and pursue it.  12For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those that do evil.” 
 

The Christian and persecution 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is right?  14But even if you do suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 
will be blessed.  Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to 
make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; 
16and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.  17For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for doing wrong.  18For Christ also died for 
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 
alive in the spirit; 19in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20who formerly did not obey, when God’s patience 
waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.  
21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers subject to him. 
 

We move into The Study:  A reminder that the Apostle Peter’s first letter is directed toward suffering Christians, many 
from Jerusalem who were living in northern Asia Minor (mainly present-day Turkey).  They were fearful of persecution and 
death but Peter said to have hope in the middle of anguish and persecution.  Chapter 2 concluded with a focus on “The 
Duties of Believers,” with a segment on “Christ Our Great Example.”  Chapter 3 starts off with a continuation of “The 
Duties of Believers” with “The Husband and the Wife.” 
                         “Looking Deeper,” continues on page 9 



9 

 
“Looking Deeper,” continued from page 8 
 

In the seven verses about the husband-wife relationship, Peter says the two are to exchange obedience and 
consideration for each other.  The reverent and chaste behavior of the wife can be a positive influence on the husband.  
Men are to “pay honor” to women since both man and woman are heirs to the gracious gift of life.  In Verses 3 to 5, there 
is an interesting, perhaps amusing, reference in our modern times, to how women work on their appearance of hair and 
jewelry.  One commentary source explained: “Though the Bible does not prohibit the use of jewelry and other outward 
adornments, it does establish principles on this issue.  True adornment consists in spiritual qualities of a gentle and quiet 
spirit.  Attitude of heart plus outward modesty in dress and adornment go hand in hand.”  So these comments by Peter 
reinforce the common Bible teaching that it’s what matters inside a person that’s important, not on the outside. 
 

Verses 8 to 12 follow Peter’s Duties of Believers with his rapid-fire review 
of Christian conduct, among the traits are: a unity of spirit, sympathy, love 
of brethren, tender heart, humble mind, bless others rather than return 
evil for evil.  We have been called to bless others so that we may obtain a 
blessing.  As a reinforcement of living those traits, in Verses 10 to 12 
Peter quotes from Psalm 34:12-16. 
 

The Christian and persecution 
The last half of Chapter 3 is the beginning of Peter’s commentary on how 
the Christian can deal with persecution, a topic still as pertinent today as 
it was in Peter’s time.  Being zealous to do what is right is nearly an 
invitation to be harmed.  But Peter says, you will be blessed if you suffer 
for righteousness’ sake. So if you revere Christ as Lord, don’t be fearful or 

troubled.  Being Christian requires bravery; there is often suffering, reproach and character assassination.  Peter says to 
always be prepared to defend your faith—with gentleness and reverence—when there is “any one who calls you to 
account for the hope that is in you.” 
 

Maintain a clear conscience, so that those who ridicule you for your good behavior in Christ will be shamed.  And in 
Verses 17 and 18 is a memorable bit of advice: “For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for 
doing wrong. For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit…”  
 

Verses 19 and 20 have a few interpretations; one of them is that during the time between His crucifixion and resurrection, 
Christ preached to the lost souls in Hades—the lost souls Noah pleaded with prior to the Flood when eight souls were 
saved—in order to provide a second opportunity to be saved.  Peter then notes that baptism, the water of which relates to 
the Flood waters, “now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” who is now in heaven at God’s right hand.  
 
Next month: 1 Peter, Chapter 4 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
  

 
 
 

Pretty Up the Pews 
 
We did it!  Our pledge goal has been reached!  
But we’re still accepting additional pledges  
through the end of June.  The supplemental  
funds will allow us to refurbish additional  
woodwork.  Submit your pledge today.   
Use this link for the pledge form, or pick up  
a form from the narthex table. 
 

 

 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/fhAx6JOVTYyI7iSM2
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Worship, communion, special events: Active church participation is part of your faith life 
Congregation.  More specifically, your Holy Cross congregation.  A group of individuals and families who come together to 
grow spiritually through worship and studying the Word.  Also a group of individuals and families committed to living the 
Word through “Receiving God’s Love and Actively Responding.”  I hope those words sound familiar to you; they are the 
words found on the cover of each week’s bulletin. 
 

These words take on no less importance during the summer months.  Summer 2017 will be a bit different for us as the normal 
routine of vacations and a one-service schedule is further impacted by Pastor’s deployment.  However, one the greatest 
disservices we can do to our spiritual shepherd is to slack off on the momentum that has been building at Holy Cross. 
 

A case in point – attendance.  Members of Holy Cross have stated their intention to worship regularly (you 
did this when you became a member).  Yes, we travel more during the summer, which results in missed 
Sunday services.  However, not attending because, well, it’s summer and Pastor isn’t here?  Really? 
 

A good example of our continued advancement – the Pretty Up the Pews pledge drive.  We have already 
met, and exceeded, our goals for the funds necessary to move forward with the pew refurbishment.  
Congratulations!  Pledges are still being accepted through the end of June, with funds due the end of 
July.  The extra funds raised will permit us to refurbish additional woodwork in the sanctuary. 
 

I sincerely hope our members will turn out in force for Sunday, June 4.  On that Sunday we will 
recognize the important work of the Lutheran Charities Comfort Dog Ministry.  Be sure to see the item 
on Page 3 to learn more. 
 

Additionally, on June 4, we inaugurate the first of a series of financial seminars from Thrivent.  Mark Manning, Holy Cross’ 
Thrivent representative, will present “Parents, Kids and Money Matters®”.  The session is intended for both adults and kids 
ages 6-10, with the kids receiving a special gift.  See the boxed item below to register your attendance. 
 

Watch for other events scheduled for this summer – some mentioned in this newsletter – all in an effort to build strong 
relationships within our community.  These relationships are imperative to the foundation of Holy Cross.  Our faith unites, 
but our active participation in the ministry – by regular attendance at the Lord’s Table and taking an active role in our 
mission – makes faith come alive and inspires others to commit themselves to Christ.  
 

This summer, commit to living your faith – by actively participating in the ministry of Holy Cross.  Be the model of Christian 
life for others. 
 

In His Service, 
---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 

 
 

 
 

 Money Matters for Kids 

 Sunday, June 4 

  
 

 

Have youngsters 10ish or younger?  Plan to attend a FREE Thrivent seminar after the  

June 4 service.  Parents, Kids and Money Matters® - tools for talking to your child about 

spending influences and about share, save and spend options while making it fun.   

Led by Mark Manning, Holy Cross’ Thrivent representative.  Please come and bring  

your children and/or grandchildren.  Participating kids will receive a fun gift.   

Register your attendance with this link, or sign the sheet on the narthex table.  
 

Worship, Thrivent and Comfort Dogs – A Sunday with something for everyone! 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/3h2I3YMf0Grjhbc82
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
Graduation ceremony and the start of summer camp highlight the month of June 
It is hard to believe that our school year is almost over!  We will be saying good-bye to many 
special friends, but we know that we are always connected through the love of Jesus.  We 
have a special song that we sing at graduation that expresses this perfectly: 
 

We’ll be friends forever, Jesus and you and me. 
He ties our hearts together and friends we’ll always be. 

 
Our graduation will be at 9:15 a.m., on Wednesday, June 14, in the sanctuary.  Through 
music and poems, the children will display all they have learned during the year.  Graduation 
will be followed by a party in the Fellowship Hall.  The graduates will all be presented with Bibles.  It is our prayer that the 
seeds of faith that have been planted here at preschool will grow and blossom throughout their lives.  
 

Our summer camp begins on Monday, June 19, and runs through Friday, August 4.  Please contact the preschool office at 
203-268-6471 or preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com for information.  
 

We are also still accepting registration for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 

Have a safe and blessed summer! 
 

In His Name, 
 

---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship 
at another church, be sure to drop off the service bulletin 
in the newsletter box.  Over the past few weeks we 
received bulletins from: 
 

Cliff and Mary Schrock, who attended worship at Zion 
Lutheran-Orange. 
 

The Struzik Family – Andrew, Lydia, Kathryn and Emily – 
who worshiped at Immanuel Lutheran-Danbury on May 14 
as that congregation recognized Comfort Dog Sunday. 
 
 
 

CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Donations of in-good-condition  
summer clothing now being accepted 
This month we have a change of 
seasons...spring gives way to summer!   
 

With that in mind, please donate your gently-
used summer clothing to the Summerfield 
Clothes Closet.  The collection box is in the 
narthex. 
 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

June 1: Erica Carola June 16: Amanda Fitzmorris 

June 2: Gage LaSalle  Jordan Mones 

June 3: Wayne LaSalle June 17: Savannah Fitzmorris 

 Mia Mladsi June 18 Kaleigh Calvao 

June 4 Teddy Hughes  Amy Geffert  

June 5: James Atkinson June 20 Jena Conte 

June 6: Virginia Gaffney  Jeannie Mones 

June 8: Christian Witschy June 21: Bonnie Hodges 

June 10: Eleanor Hughes June 23: Gavin Brenna  

 Monika Seyal June 24: Tim Senft 

June 11: Colby LaSalle June 25: Barbara Ladd 

June 12: Mary Schrock June 26: Marissa Rodriguez 

June 13: Sarah Lemay June 29: Pat Deloge 

June 15: Carl Carlson June 29: Kathryn Struzik 

mailto:preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com

