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WISMAR’S WISDOM 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 
In just a few weeks I will be attending the 67th convention of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod as a voting delegate.  
Though I was able to attend two different conventions that were held in St. Louis while I was a student at Concordia 
Seminary, this will be my first time to attend in an official capacity.  As a result, I have started to familiarize myself with the 
many issues that are going to be considered, a few of which I would like to share with you in just a moment. 
 
But first, I would like to nail down a couple of convention facts to make sure you know some of the basics.  The convention 
will be taking place in Tampa, Florida, from July 20-25 and it will involve just over 1,000 voting delegates, as well as a few 
hundred other non-voting advisory delegates and advisory representatives.  The theme of the convention is JOY:FULLY 
LUTHERAN and is based on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  In terms of the convention agenda and what goes on 
there, there are basically three parts: 1) Worship, 2) Elections and 3) Decisions, the last of 
which brings us to the convention issues I mentioned a moment ago. 
 
By the time you read this, the nearly 275 overtures and 400 pages of reports from the 
Synod’s various district boards and other entities, will have been crafted into final resolutions 
– so, based on the decisions of the various floor committees that met in June, not all of these 
overtures will be turned into resolutions that will ultimately be voted on by the synod in 
convention.  However, I wanted to share a couple of these with you in their “overture state” 
so to speak – basically one from each of the 12 areas that they are being grouped by, just to 
give you a sense.  So here they are as follows: 
 
1. National Witness: How can our congregations better equip their members in personal 
evangelism through such resources as Everyone His Witness?  2. International Witness: 
The Synod has greatly increased the number of full-time career missionaries, and there are currently a record 1,900 
congregations supporting their important work.  How can the congregations of the Synod work together to send even more 
missionaries to “make disciples of all nations”?  3. Mercy: What more can the Synod do to train and equip pastors and 
congregations as they seek to understand and minister to those suffering from mental illness?  4. Life Together: What 
should the Synod’s mission and ministry emphasize for the next triennium?  5. Theology and Church Relations: 
Numerous overtures were submitted for the Synod to reaffirm its scriptural teaching on the age of the earth and the six 
days of creation.  6. Pastoral Ministry and Seminaries: Under what circumstances may licensed lay deacons serve 
LCMS congregations, and how (and by whom) should these workers be certified and supervised?  7. University 
Education: Should LCMS bylaws related to the structure and governance of the Concordia University System be 
amended, either to provide its college and universities with greater Synod oversight or allow them greater independence 
from Synod oversight?  8. Finance: How can the Synod ensure even more timely and transparent reporting of its finances 
to the greater church body?  9. Structure and Administration: Should the Synod move from a three-year to a four-year 
convention cycle?  10. Ecclesiastical Supervision and Dispute Resolution: The 2016 convention passed a resolution on 
how to resolve disputes that converted back to the old system.  Has this change back caused any problems that would 
necessitate a reconsideration of the action of the 2016 convention?  11. Church and Culture: How can the Synod offer a 
more powerful and unified witness on such matters as abortion, physician-assisted suicide, the sanctity of marriage and  
 

           “Pastor Wismar–Synod convention,” continues on Page 3 
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Thursday, July 4 –  Independence Day (CHURCH/PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
  (Preschool also closed on Friday, July 5) 
 

Thursday, July 11 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Saturday, July 20 
 6:00 p.m. –  Movie Night & Ice Cream Social 
 

Sunday, August 4 
 10:30 a.m. – Fellowship Hour in recognition of Pastor’s 15 years in the ministry 
  August 7 is Pastor’s 15-year ministry anniversary 
 

Thursday, August 8 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Saturday, August 17 
 6:00 p.m. – BINGO Night 
 

Monday, September 2 – Labor Day (CHURCH OFFICE/PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Sunday, September 8 
 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule resumes 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE: 
Sundays, between May 26 and Labor Day weekend:  9:00 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Cell: 203-240-7906; Pastor’s Study: 203-268-7555; Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 

Church Office:  203-268-4555;  Church Office e-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool:  203-268-6471   e-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 

TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  Chad Helminger 
DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Julianne Nyitrai 
EDUCATION COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Kristen Messerschmitt 
EVANGELISM COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Dave Bogen 
PROPERTY COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Dan Senft 
SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Gary Jackson 
SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION CO-DIRECTORS:  Stephanie Helminger and Kendra Norman 
TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Gary Messerschmitt 
WORSHIP COMMISSION DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 
 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us,  

you’ll see postings  

of upcoming events, pictures 

from events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
TALK IS CHEAP 
Words by folk singer/songwriter 
Harry Chapin, 1942-1981 
 

“Truly it seems that we are never 
so alive as when we concern 
ourselves with other people.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2019 

 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
Because this is a combined summer 
edition of The Holy Cross Word, 
there is no July 15 deadline.  The 
regular monthly schedule will 
resume with the September issue, 
with the  
deadline for  
articles being  
Thursday,  
August 15.   
Please take note of this deadline 
and plan ahead to publicize events 
or share news with your fellow 
Holy Cross members.  You can 
submit articles to the newsletter 
mailbox, located outside the 
church office, or send them via e-
mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 
 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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“Pastor Wismar–Synod convention,” continues from Page 1 
 

family, sexual orientation and gender identity, racism and global religious persecution?  12. Retention: Schools, Family, 
Youth and Young Adults: How can the Synod’s churches better equip parents to pass on the faith in their homes?  
 

As you can see, there is a lot that will need to be prayerfully considered and voted on and I ask your prayers for me and 
all the deliberations of the Synod during that convention week, that all might be done by the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
in accordance with God’s good and gracious will.  I invite you to take a look at the LCMS website (https://www.lcms.org/) if 
you are interested in looking into things a little bit further.  I look forward to representing our circuit as a pastoral delegate 
and I invite you to contact me with any thoughts or questions you may have between now and then.  Thank you very 
much and God bless your month! 
 

See you in worship, 
 

Pastor Wismar 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Do you desire to teach children the love of Jesus?   
Directors and teachers needed for upcoming school year 
Many of our Sunday School teachers are stepping down this year after several decades 
of teaching, and this includes our co-directors.  Replacements are needed if we are to 
continue to educate our kids in the Christian way.  Please contact me if you are 
interested in any positions or co-chairing or teaching. 
---KIMBERLY ATKINSON 

 
 

WORSHIP COMMISSION 
Your input is important as we measure members’ worship attendance patterns 
A Worship Survey is now available.  We’ve sent out this survey via the e-mail blast to most 
members.  Please complete it by July 1; it only takes 2 to 3 minutes.  For those who desire a paper 
copy, please see me; completed paper surveys should be returned to the worship box (located in 
the top row, next to the church office).  Your participation is sincerely appreciated!! 
---SALLY FINCK 
   Worship Commission Director 
 
 

WORDS TO LIVE BY 
The case against worrying: Don’t carry two days at once 
“Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s load with today’s strength – carrying two days at once.  It is 
moving into tomorrow ahead of time.”  This wise counsel is attributed to Corrie ten Boom, a 
devout Christian whose family in Amsterdam sheltered some 800 Jewish people from Nazis 
during World War II, suffering imprisonment as a result. Her father and sister died in captivity, 
but Corrie was freed and later set up a rehabilitation center for concentration camp victims and 
supporters of the Germans alike. 
 

Surely ten Boom couldn’t have survived and achieved what she did without laying aside her worries and trusting God. 
Indeed, her wisdom closely echoes Jesus’ teaching: “Do not worry about your life…Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life?...Your heavenly Father knows [what] you need…Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:25-34, NIV). 
 

Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2019 
 
 

 
Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m. 
Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule for the 
summer continues through September 1, the Sunday of 
Labor Day weekend. 

https://www.lcms.org/
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Lazy, hazy days of summer 
 

This is such a great time of year for barbeques, hikes and beaches – all kinds of summer outdoor activities.  The school 
year has ended, bringing the customary events – closing programs, graduations, family parties – and we may be happy 
for the milestones and celebrations, but wrinkle-browed at our over-packed schedules and to-do lists.  Somehow, the 
important things get done, and the rest fall off the list.  Let’s make sure our church attendance and giving remain a priority 
over the summer months.  Vacation season means more people are away, and fewer people are in church.  Let’s be sure 
to attend weekly if we are in town, and not let the summer slip occur when temptation calls us elsewhere.  Let us be 
nourished by and responsive to the Word of God together. 
 

Our church work continues through the summer months, and changes are on the 
horizon.  We had our Town Hall Meeting on May 19, and discussed the property 
and security updates; the review of the membership rolls, looking to revise the list 
to reflect an accurate count of active members; announcement of the 2:1 service 
survey (that came out in June); and other updates from the directors on their 
commission’s work.  We could not get to everything, and really, that was not the 
goal.  The goal is to connect the leaders and members, and provide an opportunity 
to participate in the good work of our church.  Discipleship, headed by Julianne 
Nyitrai, is holding monthly fellowship events; make it a point to sign up and attend.  
Social Ministry co-managed by Stephanie Helminger and Kendra Norman is in the 
planning stages of a Breakfast & Artists event in November; if you have not signed 
up to help, please contact them.  We have had good success with an ad hoc 
committee approach to projects that need to be done in large part because 
commitment is usually short duration for a specific task.  If you have not had a 
chance to participate, look for that opportunity.  I will be forming a nominating committee this summer, headed by Val 
Huydic our Vice President; so when I call you, please accept.  This is a short-term commitment with the goal of 
identifying candidates for leadership positions starting in January 2020.  
 

On Sunday, September 15, the executive committee and Pastor will be hosting a leadership forum in the evening.  The 
setting will be fun and casual; plan to attend.  Details will be announced and a sign-up sheet will be available in August. 
 

Thank you to all of you who do such great work, for your fellowship and for your prayers. 
 

In fellowship and service, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors 
   Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 
 

 
 
 

WE ARE FAMILY 
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends.  Please turn in items to the newsletter box. 
 

Congratulations to Trajan Keane and Luke Wismar, who completed two years of Confirmation 
instruction and took part in the Rite of Confirmation during worship on June 9.  During this Rite of 
Confirmation, these young men publicly professed faith in the Triune God, promising to follow Jesus and 
live as faithful Christians.  As they received God’s blessing and the prayers of the congregation, they were 
reminded that they will continue to grow in Christ throughout their lives, as none of us ever finishes 
growing as God’s Child!   
 

June 16 was a special day for Sarah Bogen, Caitlyn Dale, Karl Dale, Loralai Dale, Kyle 

Helminger, Duncan Keane, Jack Messerschmitt, Jacob Nyitrai and Amanda Sjoblom as 

they were welcomed to the Lord’s Table to celebrate Holy Communion for the first time.  We 

pray that these young people will remain faithful to Christ and to His Church, finding joy and 

strength in His body and blood, the signs of His love for the world. 
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GRADUATION 
Best wishes to high school and “advanced” degree graduates! 
 

Congratulations to our Holy Cross members who graduated from high school and received advanced degrees from local 
universities!  To the incoming college freshmen: This next phase of your lives will be filled with excitement, anticipation 
and promise.  And to the young women receiving their advanced degree: You are on the threshold of a lifelong career in 
your field where you will surely make a difference.  For all four of you, always remember to put your trust in God and know 
that you are writing a script for your future; enjoy the challenges and achievements that are in store for you! 
 
Listed below are the graduates who filled out the “Graduate Information” form to let us know of their achievement.  Cheers 
to the Class of 2019! 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
 

Danny Nyitrai 
Son of Dan and Julianne Nyitrai, Danny graduated from Trumbull High School.  In 
the fall Danny will attend Western Connecticut State University in Danbury. 
 

Emily Rentz 
Daughter of Matt and Jenn Rentz, Emily graduated from Masuk High School in 
Monroe.  The next step in her education will be to attend Sacred Heart University.  
Emily is on track to be a secondary education teacher.   

 

ADVANCED DEGREES 
 

Sigourney Norman 
Daughter of Kendra Norman, Sigourney received a Juris Doctor degree (J.D.) from St. John’s University School of Law.  
Sigourney hopes to achieve a career in entertainment or corporate law. 
 

Joelle Schrock 
Daughter of Cliff and Mary Schrock, Joelle received a Masters of Communication, with a focus on Multimedia Digital 
Production, from Sacred Heart University.  Joelle continues to work as a producer at WSHU Public Radio and has also 
started an LLC photography business with the following website: www.joellechristinephotography.com. 

 
 

A MUSICAL THANK YOU 
Workshop gets off to a modest but solid debut 
We had 10 eager participants delighted to explore instruments at the Music Workshop on 
Saturday, June 8!!  Thank you to Jennifer Brown (violin), Tina Curto (hand chimes) and 
Joey Vaitkus (alto and bari saxophone) for sharing their talents with us.  The next 
workshop will be in early November – stay tuned! 
---SALLY FINCK 
   Music Director 

 
 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
Do you know of someone who did something special as a volunteer here at Holy Cross?  This column is the spot to 
identify him or her!  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column – to recognize the gifts of time and 
talent that someone provided to do God’s work in our church and community – please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we say “thank you” to:   
 

All those who helped set up, brought treats and cleaned up for the Tea Time on June 2.  It was a 
lot of fun and we’re looking forward to next year’s “tea.” 
 

Dave Bogen for setting up the narthex display case to recognize our 2019 confirmands. 
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for being consistent volunteers, helping Mary in the church office 
once a week. 
 

 
 

http://www.joellechristinephotography.com/
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Your generosity will be appreciated for the back-to school project, ongoing now through August 11 
It seems like summer vacation from the school year has just begun, but I am already concentrating on the 2019-2020 
school year that will be underway just two months from now.  I hope you will too, by participating in the annual collection 
of backpacks and school supplies for Covenant to Care for Children.  The DCF social worker that Holy Cross supports, 

Mimose Ulysse-Laurenard, currently has 30 school-aged children in her caseload and we will provide 
each one with a backpack filled with school supplies to get them through the 2019-2020 school year.   
 

This year’s project is starting out with a big “plus!”  In fall of 2018 a few of our savvy shopper members 
saw brand new backpacks on sale for next to nothing at various stores, and bought them to donate for 
this year’s backpack collection.  So we already have 12 of the 30 backpacks needed!  Coupled with 

that, I have applied for and been approved for a Thrivent Action Team to help with this project. 
 

Beginning July 7, look in the narthex for the display board with pockets filled with 3-by-5 “shopping cards” for all sorts of 
school supply items.  Each card will list the specific item/quantity needed…backpacks, pencil pouches, binders, pens and 
pencils, pocket folders, colored pencils, scissors, rulers and erasers, etc.  The display board will remain in the narthex 
through the due date – August 11 – so watch the sales throughout July into early August.  If you wish to make a donation of 
a backpack and/or school supplies, just take the appropriate “shopping cards” from the poster and return your donation(s) by 
August 11.  If you are unable to shop but would like to make a monetary donation for this project, you may make a check out 
to Holy Cross Lutheran (“Cov to Care” in the memo).  Monetary donations may be put in the Covenant to Care mailbox.  
 

Thank you in advance for your very loving response to help our church’s adopted social worker as she works with children 
of all ages who are unfortunately removed from their home and placed into the DCF system.  One final note, well, really a 
request – to ask you all to keep our social worker Mimose in your prayers this month as she will be in her final weeks of 
her third pregnancy and is scheduled for a C-section in early August.  Mimose has arranged for coverage of her caseload 
and has already lined up a person to deliver the backpacks to the children before the school year begins. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Plan to listen to a blend of music on October 27 with our own music director! 
Pianist Sally Finck will play a recital on Sunday, October 27, at 3 p.m.  The program will include 
an inspiring blend of classical, jazz and film/TV repertoire.  Free admission with a light 
reception afterward.  Don’t miss it! 
---SALLY FINCK 
   Music Director 
 
 
 

It may be four months away, but please mark your calendar for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 2, at 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

The keynote speaker is Kellyann Day, the CEO of “New Reach” in New Haven,  

an organization that assists the homeless population in Connecticut 
 

We are looking for crafters/vendors from within the congregation.   
If you would like a table at this event, please speak with Stephanie Helminger or Kendra Norman 
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CELEBRATING JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

July 1: Karli Chirgwin July 18: Grace Ely  

July 2: Colin Burke  Stephanie Liptack 

July 5: Allison Mazabras  Amanda Sjoblom 

 Judith Webster July 20: Lauren Walker 

July 6: Penelope Fernous  Charlene Hron Weigle  

 Robert Kravecs, Jr.  Jon Testani 

July 7: Owen Martineli July 21: William Becker 

 Edith Skoog July 22: Karl Schipul 

July 8: Justin Fanning July 23: Joelle Schrock 

July 9: Logan Deloge   Bill Skoog 

July 10: Karl Dale July 27: Lorraine Finch 

July 13: Jacob Nyitrai   Keith Janssen 

July 16: Marie Morris   Michele Van Wart 

July 17: Cindy Ciccia July 31: Tillie Jacobs 

 Gunther Naumann  John Roman 

CELEBRATING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

August 2: Nate Helminger August 19: Tim Morris 

August 4: Cristina Curto August 20: Norah Kravecs 

 Ulrich Danne August 21: Tim Benson, Jr. 

 Spencer Hodges  Kimberley Ferro 

August 5: Ashley Testani  David Schiller 

August 6: Adelaide Fernous August 23: Karen Rohleder 

 Pastor Wismar August 24: Natalie Benson 

August 8: Rachel Dennerlein August 25: Paul Vaitkus 

August 11: Julia Antoniou August 27: Sami Sederquest 

 Daisy Benson August 28: Ashley Gomes 

 Jackie Dale  Eric Boivie 

August 12: Kristine Liptack August 30: Liz Alesevich 

August 14: Charlotte Fanning  Carl Mazabras 

August 15: Judith Chirgwin  Gretchen Sather 

August 17: Jace Broadbin  August 31: Bobby Hughes  

August 18: Donna DiLalla  Kerry Hughes 

 Jake Hackney  Debbie Riccio  

 Stella Hackney  Andrew Sylling 

 William Simmons 


