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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

This month I would like to share with you a video link (https://www.facebook.com/103aw/videos/1815954765138989/) as 
well as an article about the Wing Care Team that I am a part of as a chaplain in the Air National Guard.  The video was 
originally posted on our wing Facebook page and the article was in the May edition of our monthly newsletter, the Yankee 
Courier.  I recently got to speak with both our Board of Directors and with our congregation members who attended our 
recent Town Hall Meeting about what I do as a chaplain, my basic obligations, your ministry made possible through me as 
well as the benefits of my service both to me personally and to the congregation as a whole.  It is definitely a win/win 
situation.  For those of you who weren’t in attendance and may have questions regarding my service (or anyth ing else for 
that matter), I welcome you to contact me directly: 203-240-7906.  As your pastor I am always available to you 24/7 – 
whether it’s my day off, I happen to be up at the base or training or if I happen to be sleeping in the middle of the night.  
Regardless, my phone is always on and next to me and there is never a time that I am not your pastor.  Being a pastor is a 
calling, a vocation, like being a father; you are never off duty.  I hope the video and the article that follow give you a little bit 
more of a picture of what I do as a chaplain and my ministry on your behalf. 
 

See you in Worship! 
 

Pastor Wismar 
 

Wing team provides care for Airmen and families 
by Airman 1st Class Sadie Hewes 
103rd Airlift Wing, Public Affairs 
 

Inevitably, everyone goes through 
rough patches, as an individual or 
even as a family.  Sometimes the 
pressures of life can just become too 
much.  As a military member you 
may feel like you should be able to 
handle all of your and your family’s 
obstacles yourself.  This may lead to 
internalizing struggles or ignoring 
them until they become uncon-
trollable.  Thankfully, the Wing Care 
Team of the 103rd Airlift Wing wants 
you to know that there are a plethora 
of resources available to Airmen to 
aid in overcoming life’s struggles. 
“Even if you’re wondering ‘Is this 
something for the WCT?’ we’d be 
more than happy to discuss that and 
to let you know which of us can help 
with an issue,” said 103rd Airlift Wing 
Director   of   Psychological  Health  
 

       “Wing team,” continues on Page 3 

 

Members of the 103rd Wing Care Team pose for a photo April 8, 2018, at Bradley Air 
National Guard Base, East Granby, Conn.  The team is comprised of the Wing 

Chaplain Team, the Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, the Director of 
Psychological Health and the Airman and Family Readiness Program Manager.  

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Airman 1st Class Sadie Hewes/released) 

https://www.facebook.com/103aw/videos/1815954765138989/
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Sunday, June 3 

 9:00 a.m. –  Comfort Dog Sunday at today’s Worship service 
 2:00 p.m. –  LWML Spring Gathering 
 

Tuesday, June 5  

 5:00 p.m. –  Holy Cross serves Community Supper at St. John’s Epis.-Bridgeport 
 

Wednesday, June 6  

 6:30 p.m. – Confirmands’ Dinner 
 

Sunday, June 10 

 9:00 a.m. –  Rite of Confirmation at today’s Worship service 
 10:30 a.m. –  High Tea Social 
 

Wednesday, June 13 

 9:15 a.m. –  Preschool Graduation Ceremony and Program 
 

Thursday, June 14 – Flag Day 

 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Sunday, June 17 – Father’s Day 
 

Monday-Friday, August 6-10  

 9:00 a.m. –  Vacation Bible School 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE: 
Sundays, between May 27 and Labor Day weekend:  9:00 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from events 

and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CREATION SINGS! 
Words by John Steinbeck, 
Nobel and Pulitzer Prize- 

winning American novelist  
 

“In early June the world of leaf 
and blade and flowers explodes, 
and every sunset is different.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2018 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is a combined July/August 
edition.  The deadline for articles is 
Friday, June 15.  Please take note 
of this deadline 
and plan ahead 
to publicize 
events or share 
news with your fellow Holy Cross 
members.  You can submit articles 
to the newsletter mailbox, located 
outside the church office, or send 
them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

Looking ahead:  Please note there 
is no July 15 deadline.  The regular 
monthly schedule will resume with 
the September issue, which has a 
deadline of Wednesday, August 15. 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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You Are Cordially Invited 
to the  

HIGH TEA SOCIAL! 
 

Sunday, June 10, at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Fancy hats are optional! 

If you plan to attend, please sign up in the narthex. 

 

“Wing team,” continued from Page 1 
 

Linda McEwen.  The WCT is a full-time resource available both on drill weekends and during the regular work week.  The 
team consists of the Airman and Family Readiness Center, the base Chaplain’s staff, the Equal Opportunity Office and 
the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program.  Linda McEwen and Kasey Timberlake of the Airman and Family 
Readiness Center are available to aid with an array of problems, from financial inquiries regarding things like home loans 
and student loans, to aiding in the transition from military service to a civilian life, to psychological or family counseling.  
Timberlake, who has been working with military families for over a decade, wants to inform more people about the 
resources that are available to them at Bradley, regardless of their status in the deployment rotation.  “We’re a resource 
that is mobile,” Timberlake said.  “We’re very interested in getting out into the squadrons and making sure we’re present.  
Depending on the needs of the squadron, we would like to work with them as individuals instead of treating the entire wing 
as a whole.  We really want to get down into what the leadership of each squadron believes are the most important 
aspects of care in that particular work section.”  Another realm of Comprehensive Airman Fitness that the WCT addresses 
is spiritual fitness.  When seeking spiritual guidance or even just non-religious life advice, the base Chaplains’ 
“fundamental role is to walk with people through whatever they’re going through,” said Maj. Eric Wismar, Wing Chaplain.  
Wismar can be reached via his personal cell or office number, and they are always happy to have people drop by if they 
need to talk.  Worship services are offered on a drill to drill basis for anyone interested in attending.  The Wing Care Team 
also coordinates many of the events that happen around base.  On April 8, 2018, a Yellow Ribbon Ceremony was held to 
thank the Airmen who deployed last year and their family members.  Linda McEwen also gave briefs for stress 
management, relaxation, and marital relationships at the ceremony.  Additionally, McEwen holds group meditation and 
relaxation exercises on base.  During drill weekends, these sessions are normally on Sunday afternoons at 3:30 p.m.  
During the work week, they are on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.  The locations of these sessions vary, and Linda can be 
contacted at linda.u.mcewen.civ@mail.mil for more information for anyone who would like to attend.  Another upcoming 
event coordinated by the WCT will be Deployment Discovery Day May 19, 2018.  This event, coordinated by Kasey 
Timberlake, is open to all children of guardsmen from kindergarten to 8th grade.  “The kids will come in early in the 
morning and we’ll put them through a PT test and an obstacle course,” explained Timberlake.  “Once the kids are ‘cleared 
for deployment,’ we’ll deploy them to the flight line, where they’ll have an opportunity to see a C-130, a Chinook, a Black 
Hawk, a military working dog demonstration, and eat some MRE’s.  Then we’ll put them back on the bus and take them to 
the dining facility, where they’ll have a big welcome-home ceremony.  We’ll finish the day with a barbeque.”  Finally, the 
Chaplains plan to hold a Strong Bonds event in September of this year.  This event is slated to be a married couple’s 
retreat.  More information on this event will be released in the near future.  No problem is too big or too small a problem 
for the WCT, and they encourage anyone who needs guidance to reach out.  Again, they are a full-time resource that is 
not only available on drill weekends.  “When you don’t know where to turn, turn to us,” said Wismar.  “We’re here for you, 
and I think that I can say that on behalf of all of our Wing Care Team members.” 

 
 

 

Our Sunday service is at 9 a.m. 
 

Our one-service Sunday Worship schedule for the summer  
continues through September 2, the Sunday of Labor Day weekend. 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Appreciation of our church workers is enhanced when we share our plans and goals 
 

My fellow Christians, it is a privilege to serve in a leadership role in our congregation – and it is also a lot of work as 
anyone who has been in these positions will tell you.  Speaking for myself, inevitably, there is a note I have missed, a task 
overlooked or a follow-up not made.  I am grateful and blessed with a fully-engaged Board that takes its responsibilities 
seriously and operates in the best interest of the congregation.  I am especially grateful to those who carry out the work of 
and for the church behind the scenes; it is wonderful to witness how all things big and small get done.  Serving in these 
capacities deepens our awareness of, and appreciation for, the service of others:  
Our ushers, Communion deacons, altar guild, readers, choir, “coffee angels” (they 
set up the coffee pots when no one is assigned to host), people opening and 
locking up the church, e-mail blast manager – the list goes on, but you get my point. 
 

We have a rich and generous group, and we can do more by opening up and 
engaging with each other and our community.  This was one of the topics during our 
May Town Hall Meeting:  What are we doing to show we care for members who 
have not been in church recently, and how do we get information about what is 
happening in the church?  Pastor reminded us that we do not need any special skill 
or position to call or visit a fellow parishioner who has been absent.  It is about care 
and concern and comes from our faith in God and the Good Word.  (“And they’ll 
know we are Christians by our love, by our love, and they’ll know we are Christians 
by our love.”  Where is this hymn found?)  As far as being in the know about what is 
going on – well, first we have to come to church.  If we are not here, we will miss 
events, planning, updates, opportunities and discussions.  (Of course, this is secondary to why we go to church.)  There 
are newsletters, e-mail blasts, announcements and notices; but there is no replacement for being at church now. 
 

One of our Vision 2020 goals is to connect in several ways to the congregation, which has manifested into hosting Town 
Hall Meetings.  For those unable or unwilling to attend, you missed good information and discussion, including Pastor’s 
presentation on his military duties and what that means to him and to our congregation, Dan Senft’s update on property 
issues and long-term plans for development of our unused acreage, Sally Finck’s update on choir activities and 
encouragement of new members, and Julianne Nyitrai’s Discipleship Commission activities planned for the near future 
(there is actually a full-year calendar posted in the narthex hallway – check it out).  If you were not there, we missed you.  
As always, please reach out to me or anyone on the Board if you have questions. 
 

God’s blessings and peace, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART 
   Holy Cross President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date! 

COMFORT DOG SUNDAY! 
     On June 3 we will have two special guests during  
     our worship service – Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah,  
     along with their handlers and ministry partners.    
     Following the service, we will host a coffee hour  
     for a meet and greet. 
 

 

What word can be placed in all four blanks to complete this Bible passage? 
 

But as he who called you is ________, you also be ________ in all your 
conduct, since it is written,  “You shall be _______, for I am _______.”     

 

Give up?  See 1 Peter 1:15-16 ESV 

BIBLE QUIZ 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
Holy Cross to host Spring Gathering on June 3, volunteers needed 
Calling all Holy Cross Ladies!  The LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Zone Spring 
Gathering is scheduled for 2 p.m., on Sunday, June 3, here at Holy Cross.  We hope you can join 
us for coffee, tea and goodies as we listen to our very own Pastor Wismar speak to our regional 
group.  Sign-up is requested (look for the sign-up sheet on the narthex table) so we can plan 
accordingly for seating and refreshments.  If you are able to assist with set-up or clean-up, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Edith Skoog with any questions.  See you at 2 p.m. 
on June 3!  
---EDITH SKOOG 

 
 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
Information from graduates due June 10 in the church office 
If you are graduating from high school or college this spring, we encourage you to share the details 
about this exciting milestone with your church family.  We plan to recognize all of our graduates in the 
July/August newsletter.  Please take a “Graduate Information” form (green half-sheet), found on the 
narthex table, fill it out, and return it to the Church Office mailbox by Sunday, June 10.  Please let us 
know who you are – you are important to us! 

 
 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Nearly 100 meals wonderfully made and served at St. John’s Episcopal on the first Tuesday in May 

 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” —Matthew 25:35 

 

On Tuesday, May 1, Holy Cross once again hosted the Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Bridgeport.  
Those that we served enjoyed a hearty meal of chicken pot pie, noodles, broccoli and corn, bread with butter, apples, 
dessert and a cup of hot coffee or a drink of water.  We served 80 first-servings and 15 seconds, which included two 
children.  We would like to thank the following members from Holy Cross: Nicole Ciccia, Kerry Geffert, Sally Finck, Jim 
Leslie, Kai Wismar and Pastor Wismar.  Pastor said the prayer and it was a moving moment as he prayed to those waiting 
at the door.  We also give a 
thank you to the members of 
Grace Lutheran-Stratford who 
assisted: Helen Harper, Hank 
Sanders, Diane Hintz-
Schyhols, Gustave Semon, 
Savi Semon and Fay Tillson.   
 
Our next day to serve is 
Tuesday, June 5 – please 
consider joining us. 
 

---CINDY and JOE CICCIA 
 
 

 

Serving with smiles and loving hands at the May 1 Community Supper are, from left to right,  
Pastor Wismar, Nicole Ciccia, Savi Semon, Kai Wismar, Sally Finck and Gustave Semon. 
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HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
Graduation ceremony and two weeks of summer camp highlight the month of June  

It is hard to believe that our school year is almost over!  We will say goodbye to many special 
friends, but we know that we are always connected through the love of Jesus.  We have a very 
special song that we sing at graduation that expresses this perfectly: 
 

We’ll be friends forever, Jesus and you and me.   
He ties our hearts together and friends we’ll always be. 

 

Our graduation will be on Wednesday, June 13, at 9:15 in the sanctuary.  Through music and poems the children will 
display all they have learned during the year.  Graduation will be followed by a party in the Froehlich Fellowship Hall.  The 
graduates will all be presented with Bibles.  It is our prayer that the seeds of faith that have been planted here at 
preschool will grow and blossom throughout their lives.  
 

This year we will offer two weeks of summer camp:  June 18-22 and June 25-29.  Please contact the preschool office at 
203-268-6471 or preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com for information.  
 

We continue to accept registration for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 

Have a safe and blessed summer! 
 

In His Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY! 
 

The Altar Guild is in need of a person(s) to help serve  

on the team for the month of August.   

If this works with your schedule, please speak with: 
 

Mary Ann Schiller,  203-371-4417, maschill@aol.com 

OR 

Edith Skoog, 203-268-2774, skoog86@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 
OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members:   
Myrtle Anderson; Sabine Bonnar, recuperating from injuries sustained in a car accident, Ron Dietman; Cole Dowling; 
Gary Jackson; Robert Killian; Valerie and Richard Huydic, for travel safety; Jesse Kravecs, recovering from knee-
replacement surgery; JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider; Anita Schoch; Monika Seyal; Miharu Wismar, for healing 
for her throat and digestive system; and the homebound – Bernice Erickson and Edna Karacsony.  We also included a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the birth of Sadie Mae Veteri, daughter of Rob and Rebecca. 
 

                     “Our Flock,” continues on Page 7 

 
 

CROP WALK 
A cloudy day, but walkers with sunny hearts 
raise money for world and local hunger  
The CROP Walk was held at Seaside Park on 
Sunday, May 6.  We had a cloudy day, but the rain 
held off until later.  Holy Cross  
was represented by 
15 walkers: Miharu Wismar  
with Luke and Mia, Laurie  
Vaitkus with Joey and  
two cousins, Donna  
Rodriguez with Marissa  
and Alexis, Kendra Norman, Cindy and Joe Ciccia, 
and Carol and Bob Burns.  We are so grateful for 
their participation and for all those who supported 
the walkers.  We raised $947 in funds and also 
contributed $250 in canned goods from Thrivent 
Financial.  Thanks to all for your generosity. 
 

---CAROL BURNS 

mailto:preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
mailto:maschill@aol.com
mailto:skoog86@sbcglobal.net


7 

 
“Our Flock,” continued from Page 6 
 

During the past month, we also prayed for:   
Carole Daly, niece of Mary Atkinson, going through tests for leukemia; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura Senft, 
recovering from quadruple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; Nancy 
Galasso, friend of the Van Wart family, who is battling stage-4 cancer and currently receiving radiation treatments; Kathy 
Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering from 
colon cancer surgery; 8-year-old Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy for kidney cancer; Colin 
Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell transplant for a recurrence of lymphoma; Caroline 
Khlar, wife of a friend of Otto and Mary Atkinson, who is going through her third bout with cancer, with prayers for healing; 
Lucille Kochersberger, Donna Jackson’s mother, for healing as she recovers from hip surgery; 
Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer 
in her sinus cavity; Bob Lee, uncle of Greg Dowling, diagnosed with laryngeal cancer and will be 
undergoing a seven-week course of chemo and radiation, prayers for effective treatment as God’s 
will is done; Rob Lindley, a friend of Paul Hagberg, suffering from advanced lung cancer; Joan 
Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with memory issues; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s 
father, who underwent triple-bypass surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung 
transplant; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease); Karim Seyal, 
Monika’s husband, prayers for healing following eye surgery; David Sochacki, friend of Nancy 
and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a 
stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is battling Valley Fever and recovering from surgery to place a 
shunt in his head; Dylan Vitucci, 8-year-old former Holy Cross Preschool student, who has completed chemo treatments 
for osteosarcoma, and is now undergoing physical therapy to strengthen her arm and body; and Craig Wilson, son of a 
friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery. 
 

Other prayer petitions were for: 
We continue to pray for protection for those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao 
Paulo Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega, Shane Skoog and Daniel Struzik. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for 
prayers to be included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 
203-268-4555 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the 
prayer requests in this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your 
name and e-mail address to the church office. 
 

---HUGH HUGHES 
   Shepherd’s Commission  

 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT HOLY CROSS 
Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus 

 

     Join us for a week of crafts, Bible  

 adventures, stories, music and outdoor fun! 
 

 

     August 6-10 — 9 a.m. to Noon 
 

Grades K-5 (grade entering in Sept. 2018) 
 

Registration deadline is August 1.  Forms are on the narthex table. 
 

If you have questions, leave a message for Kimberly Atkinson  

at the church office, 203-268-7555. 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com


8 

 
DORCAS GUILD 
Healing shawls to be blessed at St. Vincent’s Hospital in mid-June 
“In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is, Dorcas), who was always doing good and 
helping the poor.  About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room.  
Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him 
“Please come at once!”  Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room.  All the widows 

stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas made 
while she was still with them.” —Acts 9:36‒39 
 

St. Vincent’s Hospital has invited our Dorcas Guild to bring the Healing Shawls we have 
made for a blessing on June 13.  Our small group creates beautiful lap robes and healing 
shawls.  They are donated to area hospitals, nursing homes and those in our congregation in 
need of this comfort. 
 

Dorcas Guild meets twice monthly on the second and fourth Thursday, from 10:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the conference room here at Holy Cross.  Our last group gathering before we take a break for the summer will 
be on Thursday, June 14.  Our group will start up again in September.  If you are interested in joining, learning a new 
talent or just to say hello please join us! 
 

---LADIES OF THE DORCAS GUILD 

 

 
 
 

THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 
The Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the May 1 
Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Nicole 
Ciccia, Sally Finck, Kerry Geffert, Jim Leslie, Kai Wismar and Pastor Wismar.  
 
Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for serving as volunteers, helping with weekly tasks in 
the church office. 
 
Carol Burns for coordinating Holy Cross’ efforts for the CROP Walk. 

 
Miharu Wismar for getting an 8-by-10-inch photo made of the 2016 Confirmation Class for the official Confirmation Class 
photo archive. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mite box donations collected from New 
England District (NED) churches, for the 

period 2016–2018, exceeded the NED’s 
$64,000 goal by more than $4,000!  Thank you 
all for supporting this LWML mission project. 

 

---Simple facts from our Social Ministry Commission 

WORDS TO PONDER 
Don’t worry!  Have clear-headed faith 
Most often…worry is a lack of confidence in 
life, in its purpose, in God.  Faith in life, in 
God is native to the human spirit.  Worry is 
faith in reverse.  Not only because most of 
the things we are anxious over never come 
to pass, but also because, when we worry, 
the most obvious things to do in our situation 
are overlooked.  We should relax our tension 
by trusting God and putting at the disposal of 
that trust a clear head. 

---Words by Howard Thurman,  
from his book, Deep Is the Hunger 
---Reprinted with permission from  

The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2018 



9 

 
 

Cool off with us at a 

Family Movie Night 
with an 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Set Aside the Day of 
Saturday, July 28, at 6 p.m. 

Mark your calendar today and plan to attend! 
Movie title to be announced…stay tuned! 

 

Sponsored by the Discipleship Commission 
 

 
 

LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 18: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 9 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 9 (RSV) 
 
Christian Liberty—The Law of Expediency: Christian rights acknowledged 
1Am I not free?  Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  Are not you my workmanship in the Lord?  2If to 
others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  3This is my defense to 
those who would examine me.  4Do we not have the right to our food and drink?  5Do we not have the right to be 
accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6Or is it only Barnabas and I who 
have no right to refrain from working for a living?  7Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?  8Do I say this on human authority?  Does 
not the law say the same?  9For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the 
grain.”  Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  10Does he not speak entirely for our sake?  It was written for our sake, because 
the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  11If we have sown spiritual good 
among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  12If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still 
more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of 
the gospel of Christ.  13Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, 
and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?  14In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who 
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. 
 

Christian Liberty—The Law of Expediency: Christian rights surrendered 
15But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing this to secure any such provision.  For I would rather die 
than have any one deprive me of my ground for boasting.  16For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. 
For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!  17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if 
not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  18What then is my reward?  Just this: that in my preaching I may make 
the gospel free of charge, not making full use of my right in the gospel.  19For though I am free from all men, I have made 
myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the 
law I became as one under the law--though not being myself under the law--that I might win those under the law.  21To those 
outside the law I became as one outside the law--not being without law toward God but under the law of Christ--that I might 
win those outside the law.  22To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some.  23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
 

Christian Liberty—The Law of Expediency: The true race 
24Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.  
25Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  26Well, 
I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; 27but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to 
others I myself should be disqualified. 
 

          “Scripture Study,” continues on Page 10 
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“Scripture Study,” continued from Page 9 
 

We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and Paul had visited and 
preached to the people there during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 

Chapter 8 started a section on Christian liberty/freedom, in which we learned how to apply Christian principles to 
questionable practices today.  Chapter 9 starts with Paul showing agitation that some questioned his credentials whether 

he was truly an apostle.  But he says he was like the other apostles.  He reminds the 
Corinthians that he was witness to Christ, that his preaching had brought them to 
salvation and that they are evidence of his apostleship.  He then goes into more 
defense management for why ministers of the faith deserve compensation and to be 
married; he shouldn’t be singled out to not receive wages.  Paul uses the examples of 
soldiers, vineyard owners and shepherds, all of whom deserve “spoils” to benefit 
themselves.  But he says don’t just go by his words; he quotes Moses from 
Deuteronomy, making the case that listeners of preachers should support them.  Paul 
continues to support this line of thinking through Verse 14, concluding with “the Lord 
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” 
 

But starting with 15, after making such a full statement on his rights, Paul says he is 
not going to take advantage of them. He wants to be free to proclaim the gospel, 
feeling it is an obligation he has and he wants to make the gospel free of charge to 
those who hear it.  He feels that is his reward.  Paul actually supported himself by tent-
making, so that no one could say he preached to make money. 
 

In Verse 19 he explains how he is in bondage to no one, he is free in Christ.  But he 
has given up his freedom in order to win unbelievers.  He has become all things to all 

men.  He considers himself a slave to everyone, by adapting himself to all types so that he might “win” them for Christ.  
He does all things for the sake of the gospel.  
 

Paul concludes the chapter in Verses 24 to 27 with the beautiful race analogy of trying to win the race, which is done by 
self-control and focus so that we might receive the winner’s crown.  
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
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June 1: Erica Carola June 16: Amanda Fitzmorris 
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June 3: Wayne LaSalle June 17: Savannah Fitzmorris 

 Mia Mladsi June 18: Kaleigh Calvao 

June 4 Teddy Hughes  Amy Geffert  

June 5: James Atkinson June 20: Jena Conte 

June 6: Virginia Gaffney  Jeannie Mones 

June 8: Christian Witschy June 21: Bonnie Hodges 

June 10: Eleanor Hughes June 23: Gavin Brenna  

 Monika Seyal June 24: Tim Senft 
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June 12: Mary Schrock June 26: Marissa Rodriguez 
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