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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

“Love came down at Christmas,” as the little carol goes.  Nobody loved like Jesus loved.  Throughout His earthly 
ministry, no one was too young or too old, too rich or too poor, too sinful or too sanctimonious to be within the 
realm of His love.  But we need to take a step further back…and realize why He came in the first place…or why 
God even made us in the first place, for that matter: out of love.  “LOVE came down at Christmas.”  Christmas 
is a vision of divine love.  This is the hope of the world.  The story of Bethlehem is important…but the 
receiving of the Bethlehem love is life. 
 

I’d like to share with you a passage from a favorite book of mine.  It says: “The 
only thing which can satisfy humanity’s heart is to love God so completely that 
humanity becomes the channel of the divine love to its fellow human beings.  The 
only love which will affect our fellow human beings is the supernatural love.  All 
other love is tainted with self-interest, and this is the reason why we often fail – 
because we do not love enough with that divine love.  If we could only love with 
the divine love, then our duties to God and to our fellow human beings would 
become an expression of our divine love.  This is the one thing we must ever seek 
in Bethlehem – that Bethlehem begets in us that divine love – a selfless, 
supernatural love, which is the Bethlehem love – a love which alone can ease the 
heartache of the world.” 
 

Divine love is the hope of the world.  That’s why you need to let the world know 
about the love that God has given to you through the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  That’s why 
you need to carry on the work of Simeon and John the Baptist…and proclaim that He is the Christ.  Not because 
of His appearance.  Not even because of what He taught (though He was the greatest teacher who ever lived!).  
But because of Who He was: the Son of God…the very embodiment of divine love…the love you and I need to 
live out in our world as well. 
 

May the Holy Spirit bless you to receive the Bethlehem love – the divine love of sins forgiven and everlasting life – 
through your Baptism…through the promises of His Word…and through the Holy Communion – the continuation 
of the incarnation!  
 

See you in worship! 
 

Pastor Wismar 

 
 

 

              Jesus Christ – Hope of the World! 
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Tuesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year! 
 
Sunday, January 6 – The Epiphany of Our Lord 
 11:45 a.m. – Undecorate the sanctuary after the late service 
 
Thursday, January 10 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 
Saturday, January 19 
 6:00 p.m. –  Game Night 
 
Sunday, January 27 
 11:45 a.m. – Holy Cross Lutheran Annual Voters’ Meeting 
  Inclement weather date is Sunday, February 3, at 11:45 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from events 

and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BE A LIGHT TO OTHERS 
Quote by Roy T. Bennett,  
a “thought leader” and author  
of The Light in the Heart 
 

“Learn to light a candle in the 
darkest moments of someone’s 
life.  Be the light that helps 
others see.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2018 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the February edition.  The 
deadline for  
articles is  
Tuesday,  
January 15.   
Please take 
note of this 
deadline, and plan ahead to 
publicize any events and share 
news with your fellow Holy Cross 
members.  You can submit articles 
to the newsletter mailbox, located 
outside the church office, or send 
them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
A new year is upon us, with numerous challenges and opportunities to respond 
How beautiful our church looks with its Christmas decorations – reminding us that Jesus is our light in darkness.  This is a 
precious and rich time of year...which also brings a lot of expectations and commitments.  We had a dedicated group of 
people putting up wreaths, setting up the two Nativity scenes, hauling ladders, trees, and boxes, tying ribbons and 
hanging ornaments.  Their time and efforts are very much appreciated.  What work, what joy! 
 

Our thoughts turn to the new year and new beginnings as we move into January.  Vision 2020 is another year closer, and 
our goals for greater connection within our congregation and our community, specific outreach and embrace of new 
members and our youth, property and security improvements, and an ad hoc approach 
in soliciting volunteers to lead single-goal initiatives have been successful.  Our 
collections and support of the local food pantries and Covenant to Care have been 
strong; we really do like to respond to these causes. 
 

All things, however, are not equally supported.  We have our challenges with church 
attendance and engagement, financial stewardship, and new committee and Board 
members, just to name a few.  At the time of this article’s writing, we have Board 
positions open despite the individual requests for consideration.  If we do not have 
commitment, engagement, and a willingness to step forward, we will not exist as a 
congregation.  As much as we do, we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to open our hearts 
and move us forward. 
 

Are you thinking that is a grim way to start the new year?  I suppose it could be, 
especially if you thought someone else was going to take care of our church property, 
family and vision.  No, I do not think it is grim; it is opportunity and challenge awaiting our “yes.”  It is a freedom from fear 
of too much, too little or too whatever.  This is in God’s hands; we are His instruments.  I believe we have the ability as 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to live deeper in Christ and have our Christian lives manifest in joy with each other and the 
greater community.  A full Board with new leaders, a fully-funded property budget, an inspiring music and choir program – 
all of these things are possible.  They are possible.  Imagine and pray, and ask yourself where you belong. 
 

A blessed Christmas season and a very happy new year! 
 

In fellowship and service, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART, President 
   Board of Directors, Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 
 

LESSONS IN WISE FAITH 
Words from Martin Luther, based on his sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works 
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther.  Given the obstacles they encountered, we would understand if they 
had given up altogether!  First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal 
palace.”  Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor young 
woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them to head straight home.  “But,” declares Luther, “with a 
great, strong and full faith they...follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to 
worship and honor the Savior. 
 
 

                     Mark your calendar and plan to be in attendance… 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN  

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 27, immediately following  

the late service (approx. 11:45 a.m.) 
 

(Inclement weather date: Sunday, February 3, at 11:45 a.m.) 
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A NOTE FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
2019 envelopes available for pickup, but consider the ease of eGiving 
If you have not already picked up your box, the 2019 offering envelopes are on the back narthex table.  Please do not use 
these new, blue-colored envelopes until 2019.  A special, single envelope is included in your box to help offset the cost of 
the envelopes (about $3 per box).  If you do not see your envelopes, please speak with Chad Helminger or leave a note in 
the Financial Secretary mailbox located outside the church office.  Also, remember that eGiving can be an attractive and 
more efficient option compared to weekly envelopes.  If you have any questions on how to get started, please speak with 
Chad.  The new year is always a good time to reflect on your blessings and your relationship with God as you commit to 
your new year of giving.  “Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.” –
Deuteronomy 16:17 
---CHAD HELMINGER 
   Financial Secretary 

 
 
CALLING TO LEAD AND SERVE 
As Annual Voters’ Meeting approaches two Board positions are open and in need of people to step up 
Well, now Christmas gift-giving is over, but there is one more gift about which we need to think – the gift of our time and 
talents to Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  Our church board is in dire need of your attention.  We have two vacancies we 
need to fill: Treasurer and Secretary of our board. 
 

Now I am going to quote Pastor Wismar’s words from the November 2016 
newsletter:  “As a member of our church family it is assumed and expected that you 
will be involved in the life, work and responsibilities that God has given to us and 
blessed us with here at Holy Cross.  May God continue to bless our efforts together 
to His glory!”  Note the importance of working together.   
 

Please call me at 203-268-2944 and let me know you are willing to serve to God’s glory.  The minority cannot do it all.  
The majority must step up and say, “I am here Lord.”  The congregation is having its Annual Voters’ Meeting on January 27 
and we need to nominate new leaders then, so you can see the need to act fast.  I have been working on this for months, 
calling and talking to members, but the positions remain vacant.  Please, please HELP!  Please share in the actual work in 
the church.  Thank you. 
---VALERIE HUYDIC 
   Vice-President and Chair of the Nominating Committee 

 
 
HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
It’s no surprise that our curriculum this month is winter, focusing on animal survival in cold weather 
Happy New Year!  After a week off for the holidays we look forward to getting back into the school routine.  In January we 
will be exploring the season of winter.  We will have an in-depth study of animals in the winter and how they survive.  We 
will learn which ones migrate, hibernate or if they stay around as usual.  We are also looking 
forward to teacher and parent conferences at the end of the month.    
 

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year will begin on January 14.  Please recommend us to 
your family and friends!  To schedule a visit or find out more information about our school, 
please contact me at 203-268-6471 or preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com.   
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 

 

BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family and worship at another church, be sure to drop off the  
service bulletin in the newsletter box.  Over the past few weeks we received a bulletin from: 
 

Audrey Paray, who worshiped at Hope Church in East Hampton, Conn. 
 

 
 

mailto:preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com
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ALTAR GUILD 
No grease but shine was left behind after deep cleaning done on communion ware and brass items 
A Saturday morning in early December found eight people in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall doing the semi-annual deep 
cleaning of the communion ware, offering plates and candle lighter with bell sniffer.  First the kitchen counters and carts 
were cleaned.  Then the women cleaned the candle holders and polished the silver.  Meanwhile, the men polished the 
brass collection plates and candle lighter with bell sniffer.  You should have seen the before and after of the brass 

collection plates – notice how they shine now.  It 
took a lot of elbow grease.  Many thanks to Bill 
and Edith Skoog, Donna Senft, David and Mary 
Ann Schiller, and Joey, Paul and Laurie Vaitkus 
for spending their weekend morning making 
things sparkle for the Christmas celebrations. 
---MARY ANN SCHILLER, 
   for the Altar Guild Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Hard at work with smiles on their faces!   
The Altar Guild co-chairs and their families 

spent a few hours on December 8 making 
the communion ware, candle holders, 

collection plates and candle lighter sparkle for 
the Christmas services.  Above, from left to 

right around the table are Paul Vaitkus,  
Mary Ann Schiller, Joey Vaitkus, David Schiller 

and Billie Skoog.  At right, you can certainly 
see the “before and after” difference between 

the cleaned and polished plate (left) and  
the plate that needed a major cleaning 

overhaul (right)!  It is especially easy to  
see the cleaning transformation if you 

 are viewing this color photograph online. 

 
 

 

THE WINTER SEASON IS HERE, AND WE REMIND YOU  
THAT OCCASIONALLY WORSHIP SERVICES ARE 
CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS. 
 
 

WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.  
 
 

Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:  

 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail; 

 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting; 

 WICC radio (AM 600); 

 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or 

 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV. 
 

 

http://www.wicc600.com/
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Share the Hope Fund 
In memory of Mr. David Bogen, 

Dave’s father 
 

Dan and Donna Senft 
 

 
COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
JOY, JOY, JOY!  Besides the gifts, that’s the emotion you gave to 29 children in need! 
Once again this year the response of Holy Cross members and friends to the annual “Giving Tree” project for Covenant to 
Care for Children (CCC) was incredibly satisfying.  When Holy Cross’ adopted DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysse 
Laurenard, came to pick up the gifts on Friday, December 14, she simply hugged me and said the 29 children in her 
caseload are “extremely blessed and fortunate” to have a congregation that supports the children without even knowing 
them.    Each child not only received a special gift – something that they particularly wished for – but also got a gift bag 

with a winter hat and mittens/gloves.  That meant we loaded up Mimose’s vehicle with 58 gifts and she 
was off to begin delivering them. 
 

Many of the gifts that the children wished for were things that we may take for granted when shopping 
for children in our own families:  so many of the teenage girls wanted nail polish or nice-smelling bath 
and body products; one girl wanted a purse; a young boy wanted some Hot Wheel cars and track; and 
a pre-teen girl wanted a craft kit for making bracelets.  The sets of winter hats and mittens/gloves were 

beautiful and a few of the sets even included a matching winter scarf!  This year we partnered with the preschool families 
to request winter hat and mitten set donations and when all the donations of these were counted and matched to the 
children (gender and age appropriate), there were nine extra sets that were given to Mimose to have on hand in the 
unfortunate event that she has new children added to her caseload, or to share with fellow social workers.   
 

I believe that every single gift was lovingly given, and I thank the following people who participated in our Christmas 
“Giving Tree” project by shopping for and donating a gift:  the Anantharaj Family, the Bogen Family, Sabine and Mike 
Bonnar, DJ and Brendan Broadbin, Winnie Clark, Tina Curto, John and Pat Deloge, Diane Dietman, Donna and Gary 
DiLalla, Sally Finck, Karen and Kerry Geffert, the Helminger Family, Gary and Donna Jackson, Bob and Jesse Kravecs, 
Dieter and Ingrid Leibold, Peggy Liptack, Gretchen Maynard (from our preschool), the Messerschmitt Family, Kendra 
Norman, the Nyitrai Family, the Rentz Family, Alex Riccio, Donna, Marissa and Alexis Rodriguez, John Rosen, Nancy 
Sabol, Joelle Schrock and Josh Cyr, Mary and Cliff Schrock, Donna and Dan Senft, Kim Testani, Rick and Michele Van 
Wart, the Wismar Family and families from our preschool.  I am also very grateful to Stephanie Helminger, Kristen 
Messerschmitt and Jenn Rentz, who spent the late afternoon of December 12 helping me wrap the gifts.   
 

As the CCC church liaison, I am so grateful for your donations, as approximately $1,400 worth of “gifts” were donated by our 
church family for this Christmas project to children being serviced by this outreach ministry.  You are a blessing to these 
children who have unstable homes and are in crisis and need. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 

 
 

WORDS TO THINK ABOUT 
Ponder Martin Luther King Jr.’s thoughts on taking a stand 
“Cowardice asks the question:  Is it safe?  Expediency asks the question:  Is it politic?  Vanity asks the question:  Is it 
popular?  But conscience asks the question:  Is it right?  And there comes a time when one must take a position that is 
neither safe, nor politic, nor popular— but one must take it simply because it is right.” 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 

 
 

WINTER REFLECTION 
You will always look upon a snowman in a new way! 
Everyday objects can serve as simple lessons about biblical truth. 
To illustrate the profound concept of the Trinity, for example, some 
teachers use an apple, an egg or a three-leaf clover.  
During winter, you can point to a kid-friendly 
snowman to describe how God is Three in One.  
The ball of snow on the base represents God the 
Father, our Creator and strong foundation.  The 
middle ball, with stick arms reaching to the side, 
reminds us of Jesus, who died on the cross.  And 
the snowman’s head stands for the Holy Spirit, our ever-present 
Counselor who helps us and speaks God’s truth to us. 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2018 



7 

CELEBRATING JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Jan. 2: Lucy Kravecs Jan. 17: Sue Ellen Peglow 

Jan. 4: Willa George  Emily Struzik 

 Theodore Pollex Jan. 18: Kathy Boivie 

Jan. 6: Cheryl Conte  Katie Brenna 

 JoAnne Meyer Jan. 20: Laura Carroll 

Jan. 7: Kimberly Atkinson  Jared Turnbull 

Jan. 9: Jim Boivie Jan. 23: Sydney Fitzmorris 

Jan. 12: Linda Harris  Brooke Godsill 

 Caroline Hron Weigle  John Rosen 

 Charlie Hron Weigle Jan. 25: Brandon Matthews 

 William Malmstedt Jan. 26: Noah Liven 

 Lynn Turnbull Jan. 27: Ron Sjoblom 

Jan. 13: Christopher Alesevich Jan. 28: Gail Rice 

Jan. 15: Carol Hughes Jan. 29: Emily Hron Weigle 

Jan. 16: Susan Antoniou Jan. 30: Tina Batoh 

 Lauren Gagliardi  Karen Geffert 

 
THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work  in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 

All those who brought the many food items to our Thanksgiving Eve service, and to Nancy and Jerry Sabol who 
delivered these generous donations to the Trumbull Food Bank. 
 

Carol Burns who coordinated the poinsettia flower orders for Holy Cross. 
 

Our custodian, Roger Burke.  While keeping our church clean is his job, Roger always goes above and beyond to make 
sure our sanctuary, hallways and bathrooms are extra clean.  If you are at the church while Roger is working, be sure to 
give him an extra thank you. 
 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for being so dependable and helpful in assisting 
the church office with various tasks one morning a week. 
 

The enthusiastic group of members who stayed after the late service on December 9 
to transform the interior/exterior of Holy Cross into an appropriately festive Christmas 
display for all to enjoy. 
 

Donna Bogen and Laurie Vaitkus for coordinating the Gingerbread House-making event 
that was held on December 9. 
 

Stephanie Helminger, Kristen Messerschmitt and Jenn Rentz for helping Mary Schrock wrap all the gifts for the 
Covenant to Care children. 
 

Kimberly and Jim Atkinson and Sally Finck for “directing” the Sunday School Christmas program that was presented to 
the congregation at the late service on December 16. 
 

Laurie Vaitkus and Donna Bogen for coordinating the midweek Advent soup suppers, with thanks also to Jim Atkinson, 
David and Mary Ann Schiller and Billie and Edith Skoog for assisting them.  Laurie and Donna had plenty of help, so thanks 
to all those who helped them with set-up and clean-up.  And a special thanks goes out to all those who brought pots of 
soup and desserts. 
 

Kerry Geffert for serving as the music leader during the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the midweek Advent services. 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 24: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 15 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 15 (RSV) 
 

The Resurrection 
A-The fact of the resurrection 
1Now I would remind you, brethren, in what terms I preached to you the gospel, which you received, in which you stand, 
2by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain.  3For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  9For 
I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though 
it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me.  11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 
B-The necessity of the resurrection 
12Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.  15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  16For if the dead are not raised, 
then Christ has not been raised.  17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  18Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all men 
most to be pitied. 
 
C-The assurance of the resurrection 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  21For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive.  23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  24Then comes the 
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  25For he 

must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.  27“For God has put all things in subjection under his feet.”  But when 
it says, “All things are put in subjection under him,” it is plain that he is excepted who put 
all things under him.  28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will 
also be subjected to him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to 
everyone. 
 
D-The logic of the resurrection 
29Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead?  If the dead 
are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf?  30Why am I in peril every 
hour? 31I protest, brethren, by my pride in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die 
every day!  32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus?  If the 
dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  33Do not be deceived: 
“Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Come to your right mind, and sin no more.  For 
some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
 

E-The nature of the resurrection body 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised?  With what kind of body do they 
come?”  36You foolish man!  What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And 
what you sow is not the body which is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of 
some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed 
its own body. 39For not all flesh is alike, but there is one kind for men, another for animals, 
another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are celestial bodies and there are 
terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 

another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from 
star in glory. 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.  43It is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.  It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.  44It is sown a physical body, it is raised  
 

“Looking Deeper,” continues on Page 9 
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“Looking Deeper,” continues from Page 8 

 
a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became 
a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, and then 
the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, 
so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.  
 
F-The Christian’s confidence 
50I tell you this, brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable.  51Lo! I tell you a mystery.  We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall 
be changed.  53For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. 
54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying 
that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”  55 “O death, where is thy victory?  O death, where is thy sting?”  56The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 
We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and Paul had visited and 
preached to the people there during his second missionary journey. This first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 

Chapter 11 began a section on Public Worship, or some might refer to them as Public Worship Problems, which ended 
with Chapter 14 in last month’s newsletter.  After these chapters, Chapter 15 turns to questions about the resurrection 
body.  This could very easily be thought of as the key chapter of 1 Corinthians.  The Christians at Corinth had two main 
questions: In Verse 12, will people be raised from the dead?  And in Verse 35, What kind of body will they have?  
 

Of the 58 verses, there are four portions that will linger with us long after we have read the chapter.  They are 1-4, 49, 56 
and 58.  Let’s look at each: 
 

Verses 1-4 state the fundamental truth of our Christian faith, that Christ died, was buried and rose again.  We believe in 
vain if we don’t believe this and Paul supports that in Verses 12-19. 
 

Christ kept God’s law perfectly, fulfilling the covenant God made with man, therefore, it says in Verse 49 we will bear the 
image of the “man of heaven.”  
 

As for Verses 56 and 58, their great importance are included in this explanation from the Harper’s Study Bible that gives 
great insight into the coming of Christ: “This passage unfolds a mystery: not all believers will die in the flesh, for some w ill 
remain alive until the coming of the Lord Jesus.  Christ will catch them up into the clouds, and they will be miraculously 
changed in their physical being.  Because Jesus arose from the dead, believers must be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the work of the Lord.  Because Jesus lives, believers also live in time and eternity.” 
 

And lastly, go back toward the beginning of the chapter, and don’t dismiss the value of Verses 9 and 10.  Paul had great 
humility and considers himself weak; if he feels that way about himself, surely we must recognize humility as a key part of 
the Christian condition.  
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 16 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord… 
                                                                                              —1 Corinthians 15:58 


