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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

“Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day long…for the 
sake of Your goodness, O Lord!”  –  Psalm 25:5,7 
 

It is great to be back!  My deployment over the last six months was a fantastic experience.  
The days were eventful, so they usually passed by quickly enough.  And yet – no matter 
how you slice it – six months is a long time!  In spite of the consistent busyness, the past 
six months for me was a long time of waiting – waiting for my deployment to end, waiting to 
finally get back home to my family and my church family.  Now I am back, and this long 
time of waiting and eagerly awaiting has finally been fulfilled. 
 

We are now entering the season of Advent, which is also a time of waiting.  One of my 
favorite Christian spiritual writers is a gentleman named Henri Nouwen.  In one of his 
books, called Bread for the Journey, Dr. Nouwen shares the insight that during the 
season of Advent we wait with “a promise in our hearts.”  He writes: 
 

“Waiting is essential to the spiritual life.  But waiting as a disciple of Jesus is not an empty waiting.  It is a 
waiting with a promise in our hearts that makes already present what we are waiting for.  We wait during 
Advent for the birth of Jesus.  We wait after Easter for the coming of the Spirit, and after the Ascension of 
Jesus we await for His coming again in glory.  We are always waiting, but it is waiting in the conviction that 
we have already seen God’s footsteps.  Waiting for God is active, alert—yes, joyful—waiting.  As we wait we 
remember Him for Whom we are waiting, and as we remember Him we create a community ready to 
welcome Him when He comes.” 

 
In this Advent season may we learn the art of waiting for our Lord and His gifts with an eager and joyful heart.   
 

See you in Worship! 
 

Pastor Wismar 
 
 
 

        A Season of Waiting 

 Celebrate!   A Season of Love 

   A Season of Joy 
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Sunday, December 3 – The Season of Advent begins 
 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, 20 
 6:15 p.m. – Advent Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. – Advent Midweek Worship with the theme “Together in Advent” 
 

Sunday, December 10 
 11:45 a.m. – Family Fun for all ages after the 10:30 service! 
  Decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas AND 
  Gingerbread House-Making Activity 
 

Thursday, December 14 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 

Sunday, December 17 
 10:30 a.m. – At the late service the Sunday School youth 
  will present the Christmas Pageant 
 

Friday, December 22  
 9:15 a.m. – Preschool Christmas Program  
 

Sunday, December 24 – Fourth Sunday in Advent and Christmas Eve 
 10:30 a.m. –  Regular Worship Service for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 PLEASE NOTE!  There will not be an 8 a.m. service on this day. 
 

 6:00 p.m. – Carol Festival Service 
 11:00 p.m. – Candlelight Eucharist 
 

Monday, December 25 – The Nativity of Our Lord 
 10:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Festival Eucharist 
 

Tuesday, December 26 – The Church Office will be closed 
 

Monday, January 1 – New Year’s Day…Happy New Year! 
 

Sunday, January 21 
 11:45 a.m. – Holy Cross Lutheran Annual Voters’ Meeting 
  Inclement weather date is Sunday, January 28, at 11:45 a.m. 

 

 
 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20).  
We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one another, our community and the whole 
world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of “making disciples of all nations” through the power of the 
preaching and teaching the Word of God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service 
fellowship according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 
 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from 

events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SEEING CHRISTMAS 
Words by Helen Keller 
“The only blind person at 
Christmastime is he who has 
not Christmas in his heart.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter, © 2017 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the January edition.  The 
deadline for articles is Monday, 
December 11.   
Please note  
this earlier  
deadline,  
due to the 
Christmas season, and plan ahead 
to meet the adjusted deadline.  
You can submit articles to the 
newsletter mailbox, located outside 
the church office, or send them via 
e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 
 

 
 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Christmas gifts and winter hat and mitten/glove sets due – unwrapped – by December 10 
On November 19 Holy Cross members and friends gathered around the “Giving Tree” poster in the narthex to select 
ornament tags, each having the name of a child that is in the caseload of our “adopted” DCF social worker, Mimose 

Ulysse-Laurenard.  Mimose currently has 29 children in her caseload between the ages of 2 and 17, 
many of them in their tweens or teens.  In addition to the special item that each child wishes for, our 
congregation will also give each child in Mimose’s caseload a winter hat and mitten/glove set.  What that 
means is that there were more than 50 tags on the “Giving Tree”…and it’s such a blessing that all were 
taken!  If you took one of these tags, agreeing to buy the suggested gift, please remember that the gifts 
are due at the church, unwrapped, by Sunday, Dec. 10.   

 

Thank you in advance for your Christmas spirit of generosity for the children on the “Giving Tree” poster.  I realize that you 
don’t know these children, but you are sharing your love with them, and that is a positive and heart-warming gift. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 
 
 

CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Be a “light!”  Support the Light on the Hill Clothes Closet 
It’s easy!  Just drop off your gently-used donation of winter clothing – and especially winter coats – in 
the box in the narthex and we will deliver your clothing to the Summerfield United Methodist Clothes 
Closet in Bridgeport. 
---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 
 
 

 

Editor’s Note:  For those of you familiar with social-media outlets such as Facebook, you will be familiar with the terms 
“Throwback Thursday” or “Flashback Friday.”  On Facebook, those are ways that users share a picture or an event from 
years ago.  Since we are in the midst of Holy Cross’ 60th year, we thought it would be a nice treat to go back through 
newsletters from years ago and share fun and interesting articles.  We’ll call this column “Retro Reading.”  You may 
discover something you didn’t know about your church’s history, or that what was written about “back then” is still 
relevant today, or you may just enjoy being transported back to a simpler time and easier way of life.  Articles will be 
reprinted the way they appeared, illustrating that typos and grammatical errors are timeless!  Enjoy! 
 

RETRO READING 
Reprinted from February and March 1961,  

written by Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Ronald Froehlich 
 

February 1961 
BOY’S BASKETBALL 

     Seems to me I’ve heard that song before.  However, we have to sing it once again.  The 

boys are still seeking their first victory of the season. 

     Three games remain on the regular schedule before the play-offs.  They are:   

 Saturday, January 28th, 5:40 p.m., Salem Lutheran 

 Saturday February 4th, 3:40 p.m., Covenant Congregational 

 Saturday, February 11th, 3:40 p.m., Zion Lutheran 
     All games are played at the Bridgeport YMCA in Gym “B”. 

     Mr. Raschke and the boys will have another paper drive on Saturday, January 28th.  
 

March 1961 

BASKETBALL 
     Our boys’ basketball team recently broke into the win column with a nip and tuck 

victory over Zion Lutheran–10 to 9.  Lots of spirit but not many points.  The season 

ended Saturday, February 18th when our boys dropped a 20-8 decision to Covenant 

Congregational. 
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Advent begins on Sunday, December 3— 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Midweek Advent Preparation— 
Wednesdays, Dec. 6, 13, 20 

 

Soup Suppers at 6:15 p.m.    Holden Evening Prayer at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Our theme this year is “Together in Advent,” and we focus on a  
different activity each week for our Christmas season “to-do list.” 

These activities center on giving and sharing instead of on materialism. 
As we center on the true reason for the season—Jesus—we will 

contemplate being present, sharing joy and wrapping in love. 
 

Join us on the first three Wednesdays in December as we  
celebrate together the coming of God’s Son for our salvation! 

 

 
 

ANNIVERSARY HAT AND SHIRT SALE 
Interest and orders were strong for our uniquely-logoed clothing 
2017 marked two very significant milestones for Holy Cross Lutheran Church!  We celebrated our 60th anniversary of the 
founding of our congregation by Pastor Ronald Froehlich and commemorated Martin Luther’s Reformation movement 500 
years ago. 
 

To mark this celebratory time, HCLC-designed hats and shirts were offered to members for 
purchase.  Thank you to everyone who placed an order!  Also, many thanks to Sabine Bonnar for 
providing the artwork designs that were embroidered and screened printed, and to Paul Hagberg for 
his assistance with placing the order with T.R. McTaggart, Inc. 
 

If you did not have an opportunity to purchase a hat or shirt and would like to do so, please contact 
me or look for an announcement to place an order.  An additional order may be placed at a later 
time if I receive at least 12 orders.  The cost for the items are as follows: Embroidered Luther Rose/HCLC design—Hat–
$12; (adult-size only) maroon pique polo shirt–$22; Screen-printed HCLC building design—(adult & child size) maroon 
cotton T-shirt–$10.  
 
God Bless,  
 

---DIANE DIETMAN 
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60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
There was so much to reflect on it took two Sundays! 
Our church reached an important milestone on February 3, 2017 - reaching the 60th Anniversary of 
its inaugural service!  And although the 60th Anniversary Celebration took place in October some 
months later, it was an opportunity to reflect on our ministry and service to the community.  The 
committee planned two fellowship opportunities in October with good food and interesting 
programs.  God always has a plan – we hit the trifecta – all three of our spiritual leaders, past and 
present, graced us with their presence during the month!  The Rev. Pastor Emil A. Witschy, 
accompanied by his wife Amy, led our services on October 15 and they both had a chance to relax 
and chat with members during coffee hour.  On October 22, the Rev. Ronald G. Froehlich, Pastor Emeritus, was honored 
at a reception after the second service.  Pastor Ron answered questions about the grassroots beginning and early history 
of Holy Cross.  An unexpected surprise was, when on October 29, Rev. Eric A. Wismar returned from his military 
deployment and shared worship duties with the Rev. Timothy Yeadon, celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation!  And finally, we shared in the celebration of our 60th Year Anniversary and the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation with a luncheon and program after the 10:30 service. 

 

It has been a year of 
adjustment with Rev. 
Eric A. Wismar being 
deployed for six 
months.  We were 
fortunate to have such 
great shepherds 
available to guide our 
worship in his 
absence:  the Rev. Dr. 
Greg Wismar, Rev. 
William Meyer, Rev. 
Greg Dwyer, Rev. 
Emil Witschy and the 
President of the New 
England District, Rev. 
Timothy Yeadon.  We 
thank all of them for 
their role in the 
services and pastoral 
care.  
 

There is a long list of people who 
helped to make these events 
both possible and successful. 
With grateful thanks to all who 
helped with behind-the-scene 
duties on any of the three dates 
in October, be it set-up, providing 
food, serving and clean up: 
Mary Atkinson, Dave and Donna 
Bogen, Pat Deloge, Stephanie 
Helminger and son Brett, Kendra 
Norman, Gary Messerschmitt, Dan and Donna Senft, Dave and Mary Ann Schiller and Laurie Vaitkus and son Joey.  
Additional kudos to Kerry Geffert for being emcee for both events, Pastor Ron Froehlich for sharing his memories of HC’s 
early years, Cliff Schrock for a 60-year synopsis of HC history, Jim Finch for scanning photos and providing the slide 
show, Mary Schrock and Dave Bogen for singing a duet, Don Meyer for working with the committee and coordinating a 
movie night (Martin Luther and the Reformation), Diane Dietman for coordinating the sale and Paul Hagberg for facilitating 
production of HC logo shirts and hats, Sabine Bonnar for providing artwork for a poster, program, bookmark and the HC  
 

             “Anniversary celebration,” continues on Page 6 

Fun and Festive!  On October 29 
Holy Cross members and friends 

were treated to great food and 
fellowship, beautiful table 

decorations and a slide show of 
pictures of Holy Cross’ history 

that played on our large-screen 
TV.  If you can see the TV in the 
back of the above photo, that’s  

a picture of Rev. Ronald and 
Judie Froehlich on the screen. 
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“Anniversary Celebration,” continued from Page 5 
 

logo for the shirts and hats, Gary DiLalla for program and bookmark layout, Kimberly Atkinson and the Sunday School 
children for the celebration art and posters displayed in church, Comfort Dog handlers Cindy Ciccia and Kathryn Struzik 
for bringing Leah, Sally Finck for accompaniment on the piano and Kristin Messerschmitt and Lydia Struzik for making the 
Reformation banner.  And a big thank you 
to all the great cooks in the congregation 
who helped provide sandwiches, desserts 
and potluck side dishes and to everyone 
who helped clean up, put tables and chairs 
in their place and reset the preschool. 
 

Most of all it was a great pleasure and 
honor to have 80-plus members, former 
members, family and friends attend each 
of the events on the 22nd and 29th. 
 

In His Service, 
 

---THE ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
Co-chairs: George Hermes and Gail Rice 
 

Committee:  Myrtle Anderson, Donna 
DiLalla, Jim and Lorraine Finch, Kerry 
Geffert (HC Church President), Audrey 
Paray, Billie and Edith Skoog  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixty Years is a Reason to Celebrate!  Above, folks are gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall on October 22 for a sandwich, salad and dessert feast, but 

first it’s time to visit and take pictures.  Before he took the podium to speak, 
Pastor Emeritus Ronald Froehlich posed for quite a few pictures, including 

the one above with Effie Solaz.  What’s a Lutheran celebration without a 
good potluck?!  Check out all that food in the photo below, right.  

On October 29, we were happy to welcome back Pastor Wismar from his 
six-month military deployment, and he had the honor to cut the anniversary 
cake.  After the meal on the 29th the celebration included a short program –  

below left are Monika and Karim Seyal, Nancy Dolan and Myrtle Anderson 
listening to District President Tim Yeadon speak words of congratulations. 
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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
There was a full schedule this autumn 
Lutheran Church Charities mission is to bring “Mercy, Compassion, Presence, 
and Proclamation of Jesus Christ” to those who are suffering and in need.  
Lutheran Church Charities is always there in the name of Jesus to lift 
individuals in times of joy and sorrow, in prayer, and by passing through dollar-
per-dollar donations to those who need it most.  
 

Please consider an end-of-the-year donation to Lutheran Church Charites.  If 
you are so moved you can go to www.LutheranChurchCharities.org. 
 

Leah was a guest greeter at Holy Cross during our Reformation and Celebration 
service on October 29.  Leah was part of the Children’s Message and did her best 
when Pastor Yeadon hit a mallet on the table three 
times!  During the luncheon she greeted members 
and guests.  Leah’s work was not done after our 
celebration.  She then went to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for its 4 p.m. Reformation Service.  
 

The children of the Holy Cross Preschool were 
excited—so excited—to have Leah visit on 
October 30.  Pumpkins were the theme!  After 
the children were settled we shared books about pumpkins and the change of 
seasons.  Each child was then invited to pet Leah.  We then did a learning 
program by singing a song about five little pumpkins and each child created a 
beautiful piece of artwork that used motor skills and numbers. 
 

The Vicki Soto 5K race was held on November 4 with more than 4,000 
participants.  We were invited by the Vicki Soto Memorial Foundation to 
attend.  Both Addie and Leah attended along with seven handlers and ministry 
partners.  Our Comfort Dogs were ready for the day and comforted the 
runners, both young and old.  We have already received a request to attend 
next year’s race and to also have an informational booth.   
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church School is continuing to have weekly visits with 
Addie.  The children and teachers love the visits in each classroom. 
 

We welcome new Ministry Partner Joe Ciccia.  Joe has been working with the 
LCC Comfort Dogs for more than two years but officially filled out an 
application and has been accepted as a Ministry Partner.  We are delighted to 
have him as part of our team! 
 

Here is an update on the Regional Meeting and Boston Bruins TD Garden 
special invitation on October 21:  The meeting was informative and it was a full 
day.  After the meeting we went in two large vans to the TD Garden.  
Everyone was so excited to see the Comfort Dogs.  As typically done at many 
sporting events, there was a 50/50 raffle and the Comfort Dogs raised the 
second highest 50/50 total in the Garden’s history—$21,900!  So you can 
imagine the TD Garden was full of comfort!  One lucky winner won their half of 
this 50/50 raffle and the Boston Bruins organization donated its half to the 
Northeast Comfort Dog team.  After our work was done we were escorted to 
the media room at the top of the Garden to relax and watch the game!!!  All the 
Comfort Dogs enjoyed a well-needed massage. 
 

This is just a small piece of what is done each month.  Addie and Leah’s full 
schedule includes visits to first responders, veteran centers, crisis response, 
hospice, nursing homes, schools, substance-abuse centers, community 
events, Club Comfort programs and home visits. 
 
Walking Together, Serving As One, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK, JOSEPH CICCIA 
   Holy Cross Team 

 

Soup Suppers and 

Mid-Week  

Advent Services  
 

Enjoy some great soup 

in the Fellowship Hall, 

and close out the 

evening in the 

sanctuary, meditating 

on God’s Word. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Wednesdays,  

Dec. 6 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 20 
 

Suppers at 6:15 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holden Evening Prayer  

at 7:30 p.m. 

Our theme this year is 

“Together in Advent” 

 

How can YOU help? 

Please take a turn at 

providing a pot of soup 

or finger desserts.   

Look for the sign-up sheet 

on the narthex table. 
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Why I serve 
Some know that Karen and I come from families with ministers in the mix, including two of our grandfathers. That may make 
us a bit different; certainly not special. But it does mean that we grew up in households where service in one’s congregation 
was commonplace. Throughout my life, my parents – one or both of them – were involved in something with church. 
 

Growing up, I was expected to serve as an acolyte upon confirmation. Then there was Walther League 
(Lutheran Youth Group), but I also joined the choir and taught Sunday School. As employment began 
requiring more travel, teaching subsided and board participation increased. 
 

Why bore you with these details of my life? Something Pastor Wismar said in a recent sermon hit 
home, especially as I think about the opportunities for new leadership at Holy Cross. “God gives us 
different gifts and talents to build up His kingdom.” Though it may not have been put in these words, 
Karen and I grew up in families where this was, and still remains, a central truth. 
 

It’s no secret that I like to sing; God has granted me that gift. He put no strings on how I use that gift, 
so I can use that gift in many ways, including keeping it to myself. But that doesn’t “build up His 
kingdom.” In whatever manner I choose to use my God-given gift or talent, it must include using it 
joyfully in a manner that gives thanks to Him who granted it to me, e.g., in my case, choir. For me, 
that’s a given; a fundamental principle. That’s why I serve. 
 

Each of us has been bestowed with gifts and talents, and each of us has the freedom to decide how we use those gifts. 
How are you using yours to “build up His kingdom?” Should a gap exist in your life, there are plenty of opportunities at 
Holy Cross where you can find fulfillment. If not you, then who? If not now, then when? 
 

In His Service, 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER AT ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL-BRIDGEPORT 
A few Holy Cross members help out with Nov. 7 supper, serving the needy a welcome meal 
Thrivent Financial approved the grant I requested to fund a Community Supper in Bridgeport on Tuesday, Nov. 7.  The 
day started out nice as the volunteers arrived to help unload the car and start cooking.  But it quickly turned into a cold 
and rainy afternoon/evening and we had a light turnout of participants.  Still everyone who came feasted 
on ham, mac & cheese, string beans and fruit with a hot cup of coffee. 
 

We had volunteers there from Holy Cross Lutheran-Trumbull (Cindy Ciccia, Dominic Gomes, Laurie 
Vaitkus and her son Joey); Grace Lutheran-Stratford (Helen, Gus, Brendan, Jon, Savi, Hank) and St. 
John's Episcopal-Bridgeport.  
 

Valzie from St. John’s is still looking for a church or organization to continue these events (first Tuesday of the month).  If 
you know anyone who might be interested in doing this, please contact Valzie.  I am thinking about doing the first one in 
2018 so watch for notices in the bulletin. 
 

Again, thanks to all who helped me in any way, 
 

---DIANE HINTZ SCHYHOL 
   Member at Grace Lutheran-Stratford 
 
 

WORDS FOR THE CHRISTMAS GIFT-GIVING SEASON 
The perfect gift 
Do you stress about finding just the right gift for everyone on your Christmas list?  Does it make the season more a hassle 
than a joy?  Pastor Mike Slaughter reminds us that Christmas isn’t about perfect presents for people, as if it were their 
birthday — or ours.  Christmas is about the perfect presence of Immanuel, God with us, through the birth of Jesus; it’s His 
birthday, after all!  In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon), Slaughter writes, “How funny that it can be so hard to 
find gifts that will please certain family members or friends — the people who seem to have everything — and yet it is so 
clear what the Lord of lords and King of kings wants for His birthday. God wants you — your time, your talent and your 
treasure — used in service to others.” 

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2017 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members:   
Ron Dietman; Cole Dowling; Gary Jackson; Robert Killian, recovering from surgery to implant a pacemaker; Jesse 
Kravecs, recovering from knee-replacement surgery; Christine Matthews, recovering from breast-cancer surgery; 
JoAnne Meyer; Barbara Schneider; Monika Seyal; Barbara White, dealing with health issues; the homebound – 
Bernice Erickson and Edna Karacsony. 
 

During the past month, we also prayed for:   
Carole Daly, niece of Mary Atkinson, going through tests for leukemia; Christina Dean, a relative of Paul Hagberg, 
suffering from lymphoma; Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Danny Doherty, brother of Maura 
Senft, recovering from quintuple-bypass surgery; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who is blind and paralyzed; 
Nancy Galasso, friend of the Van Wart family, who is battling stage-4 cancer and currently receiving radiation treatments; 
Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Walter Geffert, brother of Nancy Sabol, recovering 
from colon cancer surgery; 8-year-old Caroline Herrington, undergoing aggressive chemotherapy 
for kidney cancer; Colin Hoben, 12-year-old friend of the Nyitrai family, undergoing a stem-cell 
transplant for a recurrence of lymphoma; Cliff Hummel, brother of Jesse Kravecs, diagnosed with a 
fast-moving cancer, prayers for time, comfort and strength; Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-
worker of Jim Leslie, who has begun chemotherapy for cancer in her sinus cavity; Rob Lindley, a 
friend of Paul Hagberg, suffering from cancer; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans, dealing with 
memory issues; Patrick Murphy, Pat Peterson’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and 
recovering from surgery; Joseph Parker, Julianne Nyitrai’s father, who underwent triple-bypass 
surgery; Talia Principi, a student at our preschool, recovering from a severe concussion she 
incurred from a fall at home; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Sharon 
Robinson, daughter of Anita Beer, recovering from surgery; Rev. Richard Schuller, a missionary pastor in Puerto Rico, 
healing from injuries he sustained when hit by a car; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease); David Sochacki, friend of Nancy and Jerry Sabol, following brain surgery; Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the 
Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, who is battling Valley Fever and recovering 
from surgery to place a shunt in his head; Dylan Vitucci, 8-year-old former Holy Cross Preschool student, as she recovers 
from extensive shoulder and arm surgery and now is being treated with chemotherapy to battle osteosarcoma, a rare form of 
bone cancer…prayers for Dylan and her family that they remain strong during the six-month cancer treatment; Craig 
Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue-cancer surgery; Jim Wixson, diagnosed with 
bladder cancer and undergoing chemotherapy. 
 

Other prayer petitions were for: 
The family of Tony Scott, brother-in-law and uncle of the Schrock Family, who was unexpectedly called home to the Lord. 
 

Members of our Holy Cross family who were called home to the Lord since our last All Saints’ Sunday remembrance:  
Emma Fengler, Carlos Calvao and Brad Batoh. 
 

We continue to pray for protection for those serving in the military, including Timothy Benson Jr., Michael Collins, Joao 
Paulo Silva Gomes, Ben Milositz, Jake Novak, Steve Novak, Ryan Rubega and Daniel Struzik. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have requests for prayers to be 
included in our worship services, you can e-mail the church office at office@holycrosstrumbull.com or call 203-268-4555 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays.  The Shepherds’ Commission will also include the prayer requests in 
this monthly report.  If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail 
address to the church office. 
 

---DONNA SENFT 
   Shepherd’s Commission  

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To the 60th Anniversary Committee and all those involved in Holy Cross’ 
celebration.  From organization and set-up tasks, to banner-making and coordinating 
T-shirt sales, to slide show and Holy Cross history talk presentations, see the complete 
list of “thank yous” in the anniversary celebration recap article on Pages 5-6. 
 

To Jim and Lorraine Finch for taking the food pantry donations that were made over 
the past month to the Trumbull Food Pantry. 
 

To Edith Skoog for her weekly commitment to picking up and arranging the flowers for the two altar vases. 
 

To Cliff Schrock who serves as the “Managing Editor” of our monthly newsletter, which entails a monthly obligation to 
proofread the articles and give them headlines. 

 
 
HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
The excitement of the Christmas season is being passed along to the children 
Someone’s coming, someone special!  December is the special time of Advent followed by the joyous celebration of 
Christmas!   We will be busy in school with many preparations and events that are special to the Christmas holiday.  
Thanksgiving began the celebration of God’s blessings and Christmas confirms His love for us.  At preschool we will focus 
on the birth of our Savior, Jesus!  Through the curriculum and activities, the children will be exploring all aspects of the 
Christmas story:  the angels, shepherds, Mary and Joseph, the wise men and, of course, the birth of baby Jesus in a 

stable.  Included in these activities, we will welcome a very special guest storyteller – our own 
Edith Skoog!  She will be reading a Christmas story and bringing a yummy treat to go with it!  
We are very excited!!! 
 

Each December, just before our Christmas recess, the children present a Christmas play.  It is 
a wonderful program filled with songs and telling the story of Jesus’ birth in a special way.  We 
hope that you can join us as we share this Christmas story.  The program will be at 9:15 a.m., 
on Friday, December 22.   

 

Registration for the 2018-2019 school year will begin on January 16.  Please tell your family and friends about our school!   
 

All of us at the preschool would like to wish the congregation a very blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with 
God’s peace. 
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
 

---MICHELE GLENNON 

 
 
 

THE WINTER SEASON IS HERE, AND WE REMIND YOU  
THAT OCCASIONALLY WORSHIP SERVICES ARE 
CANCELED DUE TO SNOWY AND/OR ICY CONDITIONS. 
 

WE INTEND TO ALWAYS HAVE A 10:30 a.m. SUNDAY SERVICE.  
 

Before you venture out, look/listen for a possible cancellation via:  

 If you signed up for the “e-mail blast” system, check your e-mail; 

 If you are on Facebook, look for a posting; 

 WICC radio (AM 600); 

 www.wicc600.com (under “Public Organizations”); or 

 WTNH-TV or WSFB-TV. 
 

 

 

http://www.wicc600.com/
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 12: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 3 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
 

We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 3 (RSV)  
Divisions: True wisdom the gift of God 
1But I, brethren, could not address you as spiritual men, but as men of the flesh, as babes in Christ.  2I fed you with milk, not 
solid food; for you were not ready for it; and even yet you are not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh.  For while there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving like ordinary men?  4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and 
another, “I belong to Apol’los,” are you not merely men?   
 

Divisions: The apostles—coworkers together 
5 What then is Apol’los?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  6I planted, Apol’los 
watered, but God gave the growth.  7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth.  8He who plants and he who waters are equal, and each shall receive his wages according to his labor.  9For we are 
God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  10According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it.  Let each man take care how he builds upon it.  11For no other 
foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-- 13each man’s work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  14If the work which any man has built on the 
foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  15If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be 
saved, but only as through fire. 
 
16Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  17If any one destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy him.  For God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are.  18Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you thinks that 
he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.  19For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is 
written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”  21So let 
no one boast of men.  For all things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apol’los or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present 
or the future, all are yours; 23and you are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. 

 
We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and the people there had been 
visited and preached to by Paul during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another.  The main target for Paul’s letter is 
the young converts (Chapter 1, Verse 2). 
 

He had finished Chapter 2 with a little bit of philosophy.  He says that just as the spirit of a man is the only “revealer” of a 
man’s thoughts, it is the Spirit of God that knows His thoughts, His most intimate thoughts.  That is why we depend on the 
Spirit to enlighten us about God and increase our knowledge of Him.  
 

Continuing with that thinking, Paul starts Chapter 3 with more discussion about how 
Christians are either “fleshly” or spiritual, either babies or mature.  He uses the great 
analogy of how it takes a baby awhile to be ready for solid food and must be first fed on 
milk. Baby Christians are of the flesh and try to satisfy the flesh; mature Christians fully 
yield to Christ and are in full fellowship with Him. 
 

Starting with Verse 5, Paul discusses how workers for Jesus have different skill sets but it 
is God who makes things work and grow. Coworkers for God should never be in 
competition with each other but rather have common goals and objectives.  
 

Bringing himself into the narrative, Paul says how his ministry has been similar to one 
who lays the foundation, a master builder.  Then others come along and continue building 
on what he has set down.  But it must be quality work or what has been set will be 
destroyed and ruined.  Every time Paul laid a foundation, it was to spread the name of 
Jesus and His works. The ultimate revealer of how well the foundation was laid is the day 
Christ returns; inadequate work will be swept away.  
 

Beginning with Verse 16, Paul continues speaking in terms of structures, reminding the 
readers that they are God’s temples and are filled with the Spirit.  He concludes the chapter with a reminder not to be 
haughty or boastful.  Feeling you are wise in this world is folly; God knows man’s foolishness and reveals it to be futile to 
boast about this world.  One commentary says about Verse 21, “Whoever honors human beings with praise that belongs 
to God is in error, and whoever receives such praise takes away from God the glory that belongs only to Him.” 
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 4 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
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CELEBRATING  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dec. 2: Riley Riccio 

Dec. 3: Audrey Paray 

Dec. 5: Christy Halls 

Dec. 6: Stephen Domanick 

Dec. 7: Jim Finch 

 Bryan Liscinsky 

Dec. 8: Patsy Cerone, Jr. 

 Roberta Crocker 

Dec. 10: Joanne Bogen 

 Zachary Wendling 

Dec. 12: Cole Dowling 

 Jordan Matthews 

Dec. 13: Sarah Bogen 

 Kai Wismar 

Dec. 23: Ethan Anderson 

 Mark Pollex 

Dec. 26: John Selk 

Dec. 27: Billy Domanick 

 Sarah Pollex 

 Manfred Schlaich 

Dec. 31: Effie Solaz 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

General Memorial Fund 
In honor of the  

60th Anniversary of  
Holy Cross and  
in memory of  

Art and Ruby Winter  
and Gert Hearn 

 

 

Rev. Charles and  

Kathy Froehlich 

Glenn and Sandi Winter 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 
Food pantry donations may be 
left in the box in the narthex 
The Trumbull Food Pantry is able to 
exist almost solely through 
donations from individuals and 
groups in our 
community.  We 
thank you for the 
recent donations 
that have been left 
in the collection box 
in the narthex and thank you in 
advance for any non-perishable 
items, but especially the following 
that are most needed: 
 

 Juice boxes 

 Toilet paper 

 Paper towels 

 Deodorant (male or female)  

 Laundry soap 

 Toothpaste 

 Feminine hygiene products 
 

---SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMISSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“No hospital?  At least they 

saved themselves a co-pay.” 

 

 


