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WISMAR’S WISDOM 
Dear Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 

A quick recap: In January’s newsletter article, I summarized and reacquainted us with the Strategic Ministry Plan 
(VISION 2020) that we had created in the months of 2016-2017.  The two key questions that got the ball rolling for us 
were: DO YOU KNOW WHERE HOLY CROSS IS GOING?  WHAT WILL HOLY CROSS LOOK LIKE IN THE YEAR 2020 
AND BEYOND?  In February’s newsletter article I focused in on our Theme Statement that resulted from our efforts, 
“RECEIVING GOD’S LOVE AND ACTIVELY RESPONDING,” and I pointed out that this is the fundamental relationship 
between God and us – God gives, and His people receive.  God acts, and we react.  In March’s newsletter article I 
reiterated our Vision Statement, “We will live together as the Body of Christ: a loving family actively engaged with 
one another, our community and the world” and the fact that both statements shared an important word in common, the 
word “ACTIVELY.”  “ACTIVELY RESPONDING…”  “ACTIVELY ENGAGED…”  The word “ACTIVELY” means doing 
things in a deliberate and positive way, doing things in an energetic and vigorous way – with the aim of making something 
happen, rather than just hoping that it will. 
 

How do we do this?  This brings us to our Goals (both Strategic and SMART), which are the 
things that we want to be actively accomplishing.  The following is the list of Strategic Goals 
we articulated for ourselves.  We want to: 
 

 Seek the “lost” and/or “drifting” 
 More joyfully give of time, talent and treasure 
 Expand our youth ministry, service and activities 
 Engage young families 
 Feed our souls (grow in Christ, Christian speakers, sermons, retreats, etc.) 
 Serve our community (including Trumbull) 
 Get the word out regarding HCLC—be positively recognized in the community 
 Create a deeper “culture of caring”—internal and external 
 Address financial issues 
 Get everyone involved 

 

We then put in a lot of time turning these general, Strategic Goals into SMART Goals, which is the topic I would like to 
briefly speak with you about this month.  SMART Goals clarify exactly what is expected and the measures used to 
determine if the goal is achieved and successfully completed.  First, a quick recap on what a SMART Goal is:  
 

 Specific:  Linked to position summary, departmental goals/mission, and/or overall School of Medicine goals and 
strategic plans.  Answers questions such as Who? What? Where? When? Why? Which?  

 

 Measurable:  The success toward meeting the goal can be measured.  Answers the question—How?  
 

 Attainable:  Goals are realistic and can be achieved in a specific amount of time and are reasonable.  A goal will 
seem much more attainable if you can break it down into steps.  Each step should be one that moves you closer to 
that goal.   

 

 Relevant:  The goals are aligned with current tasks and projects and focus in one defined area; include the 
expected result.  

 

 Time framed:  Goals have a clearly defined time-frame including a target or deadline date. 
 

        “Pastor Wismar’s column,” continues on Page 3 
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Sunday, April 1 – The Resurrection of Our Lord:  EASTER 
 7:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
 8:30 a.m. – Easter Breakfast (immediately following the early service) 
  Easter Egg Hunt immediately following the breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
 
Thursday, April 12 
 7:00 p.m. – Board of Directors’ meeting 
 
 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH—LCMS 
Worship Services –  Sundays:  8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 
Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555;  Pastor’s E-mail:  pastor@holycrosstrumbull.com 
Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Church Office E-mail:  office@holycrosstrumbull.com     

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  preschool@holycrosstrumbull.com 

 

 
 

PASTOR:  Eric A. Wismar 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Sally Finck 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Michele A. Vichiola-Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Valerie Huydic 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 

For Our Readers: 
The Holy Cross Word 

is best viewed in its 
full-color format 

on the church website, 
holycrosstrumbull.org 

 

 

 

 

Like Holy Cross 

on Facebook! 

After you “Like” us, you’ll 

see postings of upcoming 

events, pictures from 

events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Words by A.W. Tozer, 
Christian pastor, author, 
editor and spiritual mentor 
 

“The resurrection…was only the 
beginning of a great, grand and 
vast outreach that has never ended 
and will not end until our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes back again.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2018 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the May edition.  The 
deadline for articles is Sunday, 
April 15.   
Please take  
note of this  
deadline,  
and plan ahead 
to publicize any events and/or 
share news with your fellow Holy 
Cross members.  You can submit 
articles to the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 
 

office@holycrosstrumbull.com. 

mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
mailto:office@holycrosstrumbull.com
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“Pastor Wismar’s column,” continued from Page 1 
 

Each leadership/ministry area within our church family developed a few succinct SMART Goals.  Right now our 
officers/commissioners are in the process of going through the SMART Goals that were created in their ministry areas and 
determining whether or not they have been achieved or are still pertinent. 
 

This is where you come in.  Attaining our goals is a group effort.  They cannot be accomplished by only one or two 
people.  Both creating and accomplishing our goals needs to be a whole team effort if it is to be successful.  In the weeks 
ahead you may be approached by members of our church family who have taken on the responsibility of leadership for a 
given SMART Goal.  It is my prayer that, if you are called upon to help out with a certain goal, you would joyfully step 
forward.  These SMART Goals are motivational targets we have set for ourselves and I hope you would see them as 
exciting, measurable milestones for our future together as the Body of Christ here at Holy Cross.  May these goals serve 
as tools to stretch us so that we might reach our full potential, for your blessing, the blessing of others and the blessing of 
God! 
 

See you in worship! 
 

Pastor Wismar 

 
 
COMMUNITY SUPPER 
A warm and hearty meal served to more than 60 people at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  —Matthew 25:35 

 
On Tuesday, March 6, Holy Cross once again hosted the Community Supper at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Bridgeport.  Those that we served enjoyed a hearty meal of beef stew over noodles, side of broccoli and corn, bread with 
butter, cookies and Danish.  A cup of hot coffee or a drink of water was also available.  We served 61 firsts, 18 seconds 
and even some thirds.   We would like to thank Grace Lutheran-Stratford for assisting us with cooking and serving.  It is 
our hope to continue this service to feed the hungry.    
---CINDY CICCIA, JOE CICCIA and LORRAINE FINCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving with a happy heart and a smile!  
The Holy Cross and Grace-Stratford servers 

at the March 6 Community Supper take a 
short break between filling plates for our 

hungry neighbors in need.  From left to 
 right are Saviden Semon, Joe Ciccia,  

Nicole Ciccia, Cindy Ciccia, Sally Finck, 
Dominic Gomes, Gus Semon,  

Diane Hintz Schyhol, Hank Saunders  
and Lorraine Finch.  Missing from the 

picture is Jim Leslie, who took this photo. 
 

 
 
 

     S e r v i n g  G o d                   S e r v i n g  O t h e r s  
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PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
Feeling uplifted by a workshop, I urge renewal and dedication by our members 
Did you ever stop and listen to our congregation singing a hymn?  It is a beautiful noise!  I love to hear all of you singing.  
When my father died in 2014, I couldn’t listen to or sing anything without overwhelming sadness and grief.  The heaviness 
on my chest and constriction in my throat was difficult to carry.  Grief, darkness, prayer: Feels like Lent, Good Friday in 
particular.  As we prepare this newsletter, we are rounding the corner to Easter and our jubilant celebration of Jesus 
Christ overcoming death for our sake and our eternal salvation.  We will worship, pray and sing together in love and faith.  
Our blessings from God are overwhelming! 
 

Pastor and I attended the New England District Conference in South Windsor on 
Saturday, March 10, joining our fellow congregations’ leaders in a full day of 
workshops, prayer and presentations – well worth the time.  The speakers were very 
good: well-informed, engaging, and relevant to conversations, missions and 
challenges within our church.  I attended the following sessions:  “Reaching Younger 
People and Young Adult Ministry” (Lutheran Young Adult Corps/Boston and Nik 
Locker); “Improving Your Deacon Ministry” (Rev. Dr. Jeremy Pekari, Rev. Eric 
Sahlberg, Deaconess Tiffany Manor, Deacons/Bethany Lutheran, West Hartford); 
“Congregational Presidents Roundtable” (District President Timothy Yeadon); and 
“Church Finances 101” (Brenda Bacon).  I am rolling out some take-aways to our Board 
for consideration, and will be sharing more details at our next Town Hall meeting. 
 

Our church leaders and members continue the work identified in Vision 2020.  You will be hearing updates from the 
commissions via short announcements at the end of our services starting in April (after Easter).  A church-wide Town Hall 
meeting is slated for May.  We will continue our efforts toward the objectives outlined in our plan, and encourage open 
discussion on what’s going well and what needs improvement.  Your voice, hands and prayers are essential to our church 
vitality and vision.  As we enter the Easter season, let us be renewed and joyful, which is only possible when we start with 
our Lord and Savior. 
 

A blessed Easter and God’s peace, 
 

---MICHELE VAN WART 
   Holy Cross President – Board of Directors 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
So much to celebrate with the children:  Easter, spring, animals, a visit from Leah…and worms! 
HE IS RISEN!  With great joy we will celebrate Easter at the beginning of this month!  We rejoice that Jesus overcame 
death and grants us the promise of new life through His death and resurrection!  Our Bible stories this month will focus on 

Jesus’ appearance to the women at the tomb and to His disciples.  We will learn how Jesus 
prepares them for a life of ministry and how we can also share the Good News! 
 

Our focus for this month is the season of spring and animals.  We are learning about farm animals, 
zoo animals and the animals of the rain forest.  We will compare the different habitats of each.   
 

Our Comfort Dog visit is on Monday, April 16, and on Wednesday the 18th the 4-year-old class will once again visit the 
Discovery Museum, this time to learn all about worms! 
 

The new preschool Facebook page is up and running thanks to Gary Messerschmitt.  Please “like” our page and see what 
we are doing in Preschool! 
 

In Jesus’ Name, 
---MICHELE GLENNON 
 
 

A SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE 
Why we need Easter – an excerpt from Philip Yancy’s book, Disappointment With God 
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment – even God was not exempt.  Jesus offered no immunity, no way out of 
the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side.  Just as Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this 
life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its startling clue to the riddle of the universe.  Out of the darkness, 
a bright light shone.  The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is 
required, a bright clue that someday God will restore all physical reality to its proper place.   

---Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2018 
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VOICE OF THE VEEP 
Dear Holy Cross Family, 
 

I have just finished reading something pertaining to a member of our church family that I feel should be shared with all of 
you.  Here it is: 
 

Gentlemen, 
 

My name is Colonel Keith McKinley and I am the Commander of Joint Task Force–Bravo here in Honduras.  Last 
week, we said farewell to Chaplain Eric Wismar after his seven-month deployment in support of operations in 
Central America.  I wanted to let you know that Eric is the #1 chaplain I have served with during my 29 years of 
military service.  His leadership and initiative made a positive impact on the lives of both US and partner nation 
personnel within the area of responsibility.  Just wanted to pass along a positive observation on one of the best 
officers I have ever served with.  Thanks. 
 

Sincerely, 
Keith A. McKinley – Colonel, USA 
Commander, Joint Task Force–Bravo 

 
What an honor!  I am sure you agree.  Even though we all missed Pastor while he was in Honduras, this eases our sense 
of loss, just knowing that he was making such an important contribution and honoring Jesus in such a meaningful way.  
President Timothy Yeadon let us know how proud of him our New England District Family is too.  God has blessed us 
richly.  God bless you all. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

---VALERIE HUYDIC 
 
 

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 
Florida tragedy leads a busy stretch for our valiant team 
It has been a very busy February and March.  As most of you know Cindy (the writer of this article) was deployed along 
with Coordinator Mary Perry, Caregiver Wendy Cole and Comfort Dogs Addie and Leah, to Parkland, Fla.  We received 
notice on Saturday afternoon, February 24, and left on Monday, February 26.  Our team was prepared by Lutheran 
Church Charities (LCC), and when we arrived in Parkland we were immediately briefed.  Our days began at 4:30 a.m. and 
we left for Stoneman Douglas School shortly after, at 
5:45.  We were part of deployment team 2, which 
traveled from across the nation with 11 Comfort Dogs on 
the ground.  Our first day was with the staff and 
administration as they were preparing for the start of 
school.  Days 2, 3 and 4 were with the students.  We did 
our job along with the Comfort Dogs.  We were with 
God’s love and presence. 
 

March 12: Leah and Cindy had their monthly visit at 
Holy Cross Preschool.  The curriculum for that week had 
been birds.  Our reading was Hello, My Name Is Ruby 
by Philip C. Stead and On the Wing by David Elliott.  
The children were very attentive as they listened to the 
books.  After listening to the books, they painted birds to 
hang on the church windows.  And as always there was 
lots of Leah time! 
 

March 23: Cindy and Leah welcomed an invitation to 
visit Reed School in Newtown to participate in a 
“Sidekicks and Stories” session. 
 

March 24:  We attended service at Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
 

March 26: Leah and Cindy had their monthly visit with the clients of Middlebrook Farms in Trumbull. 
 

Walking Together, Serving As One, 
 

---CINDY CICCIA, KATHRYN STRUZIK, LYDIA STRUZIK, JOSEPH CICCIA 
   Holy Cross Team 

“Roll Call!”  That’s what LCC called the gathering of 
the Comfort Dogs at the very early hour of 5:30 a.m. 

in the hotel lobby.  These dogs were ready to begin a 
busy day of giving comfort and love to students, 

teachers and school administrators in Parkland, Fla. 
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General Memorial Fund 
In memory of Barbara Naum, 

Lorraine Finch’s sister 
 

Joe and Cindy Ciccia 

 
COVENANT TO CARE CORNER 
Thanks to all those who supported the Easter Basket project 
As this article is written, the deadline for the Easter Baskets is just a few days away, but the baskets that have already 
been turned in are creative, generous and certainly put together with love.   It’s fun to see the creativity that our members 
have when putting together these baskets.  Besides candy and healthy snacks, the baskets have included small toys, 
stuffed bunnies, socks, reading books, hygiene items, and coloring/art items.  Your generosity and love of the children 

who are supported by Covenant to Care for Children is heart-warming!  By the basket deadline, Holy 
Cross will have 30 baskets that our “adopted” DCF social worker, Mimose Ulysse Laurenard, will 
deliver to the children in her caseload the week of March 19.   
 

Special thanks to the following families/individuals who took a bunny or egg tag, agreeing to put 
together a basket: the Anantharaj family, the Bogen family, Mike and Sabine Bonnar, Joe and Cindy 

Ciccia, Pat and John Deloge, Diane Dietman, Karen and Kerry Geffert, Paul Hagberg, the Helminger family, George 
Hermes, Valerie and Richard Huydic, Jesse and Bob Kravecs, Ingrid and Dieter Leibold, Deb and Jim Leslie, Penny 
Leyden, The Messerschmitt Family, Jeannie and Craig Mones, Kendra Norman, the Nyitrai Family, Sue Ellen Peglow, the 
Rentz Family,  the Rodriguez family, Mary and Cliff Schrock, Donna and Dan Senft and Michele and Rick Van Wart. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

---MARY SCHROCK, Covenant to Care for Children Liaison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox.  This month we can’t forget to thank:   
 

Kerry Geffert for serving as the music leader during the new Holden Evening Prayer liturgy at the midweek Lenten services.  
Thanks also to Kerry for serving as the Worship Leader at the March 14 midweek service while Pastor was away.  

 

Laurie Vaitkus for coordinating the weekly Lenten soup suppers.  Laurie had plenty of behind-
the-scenes help from David and Mary Ann Schiller and Edith and Billie Skoog.  There were 
many cooks and bakers that brought pots of soup and desserts, as well as helping hands that 
assisted with the clean-up, and for these things we say thank you.  And we can’t forget to thank 
our custodian Roger Burke for setting up the tables and chairs for these suppers. 

 

Donna DiLalla and Lorraine Finch for continuing to serve as the volunteers in the church office, 
helping out with various tasks one morning a week. 
 

The Holy Cross members who helped with shopping, prepping, cooking or serving at the March 6 Community Supper at St. 
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Nicole Ciccia, Lorraine Finch, Sally Finck, Dominic Gomes and 
Jim Leslie.  Thank you also to the Grace Lutheran-Stratford members who helped:  Hank Saunders, Diane Hintz 
Schyhol, Saviden and Gus Seman and Fay Tillson. 
 

And last, but certainly not least, here is a special thank you from Cindy Ciccia: 
“I want to thank Lorraine Finch and Joe Ciccia for shopping for the Community Supper while I was deployed in 
Parkland, Florida.  They did not hesitate to take on this extra role and to assist in just every way possible.  Also for 
Lorraine and Nicole who joined me on Monday, March 5, at Holy Cross to cut all the vegetables.  I am forever grateful.” 

 

 
 
 

Beef Stew for a crowd contains 4 large bunches of 
celery, 10 lbs. of carrots, 15 lbs. of potatoes, 8 large 

onions, 20 lbs. of beef, and 10 lbs. of noodles! 
 

---Simple facts from our Social Ministry Commission 
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE BIBLE  

Lesson 16: Understanding 1st Corinthians, Chapter 7 
A monthly Bible study involving Scripture reading and explanation, verse by verse 
We begin with The Reading: 1st Corinthians, Chapter 7 (RSV)  
 
Sexual morality—Marriage and celibacy; 1. Principles of marriage 
1Now concerning the matters about which you wrote. It is well for a man not to touch a woman.  2But because of the temptation to 
immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.  3The husband should give to his wife her 
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.  4 For the wife does not rule over her own body, but the husband does; 
likewise the husband does not rule over his own body, but the wife does.  5Do not refuse one another except perhaps by agreement 
for a season, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, lest Satan tempt you through lack of self-
control.  6I say this by way of concession, not of command.  7I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own special gift 
from God, one of one kind and one of another.  8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them to remain single as I 
do.  9 But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion. 
 

Sexual morality—Marriage and celibacy; 2. The Christian and divorce 
10To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord, that the wife should not separate from her husband 11(but if she does, let 
her remain single or else be reconciled to her husband)--and that the husband should not divorce his wife.  12To the rest I 
say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce 
her.  13If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him.  14For 
the unbelieving husband is consecrated through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is consecrated through her husband. 
Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy.  15But if the unbelieving partner desires to separate, let it 
be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. For God has called us to peace.  16Wife, how do you know whether 
you will save your husband? Husband, how do you know whether you will save your wife? 
 

Sexual morality—Marriage and celibacy; 3. The status quo 
17Only, let every one lead the life which the Lord has assigned to him, and in which God has called him.  This is my rule in all 
the churches.  18Was any one at the time of his call already circumcised?  Let him not seek to remove the marks of 
circumcision. Was any one at the time of his call uncircumcised?  Let him not seek circumcision.  19For neither circumcision 
counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.  20Every one should remain in the state in 
which he was called.  21Were you a slave when called?  Never mind.  But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the 
opportunity.  22For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord.  Likewise he who was free when called 
is a slave of Christ.  23You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.  24So, brethren, in whatever state each 
was called, there let him remain with God.  
 

Sexual morality—Marriage and celibacy; 4. Counsel to the unmarried 
25Now concerning the unmarried, I have no command of the Lord, but I give my opinion as one who by the Lord's mercy is 
trustworthy.  26I think that in view of the present distress it is well for a person to remain as he is.  27Are you bound to a wife?  
Do not seek to be free.  Are you free from a wife?  Do not seek marriage.  28But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a girl 

marries she does not sin.  Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare 
you that.  29I mean, brethren, the appointed time has grown very short; from now on, let 
those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who 
buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 
no dealings with it.  For the form of this world is passing away. 32I want you to be free from 
anxieties.  The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the 
Lord; 33but the married man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his wife, 34and his 
interests are divided. And the unmarried woman or girl is anxious about the affairs of the 
Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit; but the married woman is anxious about worldly 
affairs, how to please her husband.  35I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint 
upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 

Sexual morality—Marrriage and celibacy; 5. Asceticism and marriage 
36If any one thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are 
strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry--it is no sin.  37But whoever is 
firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, 
and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well.  38So that he 
who marries his betrothed does well; and he who refrains from marriage will do better.  

 

Sexual morality—Marrriage and celibacy; 6. Counsel to widows 
39A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives.  If the husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only 
in the Lord.  40But in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is.  And I think that I have the Spirit of God. 
 

                 “Looking Deeper into the Bible,” continues on Page 8 
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CELEBRATING APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

April 1: Nicole Hackney April 12: Tom Domanick  April 20: Hugh Hughes 

April 2: Kara Heredia  Stephanie Helminger  April 21: Jorge Wismar 

April 3: Robert Killian April 13: Brian Caminiti  April 23: Anita Schoch 

April 5: Kaeleen Boivie  Gary DiLalla   Richard Van Wart 

 Michael Schweitzer April 14: Marion Dale  April 24: Sheryl John 

April 7: John Anantharaj  April 19: Clara Batoh April 25: Jenzy Halls 

 Paul Hagberg    Sarah Hughes 

April 8: Bobby Kravecs    George Stromp 

 Scott Paray   April 26: Stephanie Domanick 

April 9: Donna Bogen   April 28: Jennifer Rentz 

April 10: Donald Erickson    Alex Selk 

 Gordon Johnson    April 29: Dan Senft 

April 11: Kelley Geffert    April 30: Amanda Weldon 

 
“Looking Deeper into the Bible,” continued from Page 7 
 

We move into The Study: A reminder that Corinth was the business center of Greece, and Paul had visited and 
preached to the people there during his second missionary journey.  His first letter to the Corinthians addresses the 
problems of Christians in a local church, primarily their relationships with one another. 
 

Chapter 6 had been Paul’s sermonizing about sexual morality and had included a short section on the standards of the 
kingdom.  The final Chapter 6 section discussed chastity.  By shunning immoral behavior, Paul is telling the Corinthians 
they recognize their bodies are the temple of God.  He urges them to glorify God in their bodies.  The topic of sexual 
morality had begun with Chapter 5 and it wraps up in a somewhat long Chapter 7.  The Bible is the original self-help book, 
and in Chapter 7 Paul answers questions about marriage problems, widows, being single and sexual sin, issues that were 
relevant in his time and remain so today.  
 

In Verses 1-7, he addresses “matters” that the Corinthians brought up themselves.  Paul says marriage was begun by 
God as the joining of a man and woman for life; they should give to each other conjugal rights since neither has “authority 
over” their own body but the other does.  The intimacy of a man and wife must be actively considered; if one wants to be 
inactive the other must be in agreement.  But Paul recommends not making the inactivity permanent since that might 
tempt a partner to seek intimacy elsewhere.  He himself says he has the ability to refrain with self-control, but because we 
are all different, he says his way is not everyone’s way.  
 

Beginning with Verse 8, he suggests that singles and the widowed remain content with that status, but only if they practice 
self-control.  If not, get married, he says.  From Verses 10-16, Paul addresses the married, that they should not separate 
or divorce, which is not his command, but God’s.  When a believing partner lives with an unbeliever, Paul says, the 
unbeliever becomes holy, meaning in essence that a marriage can save a partner.  
 

Beginning with Verse 17 through 24, the hymn phrase “just as I am” comes to mind; when Christ calls someone, they are 
to come just as they are.  Paul says that in “whatever condition you were called,” remain in it for God.  
 

In Verses 25-35, Paul has interesting advice for the unmarried.  He says he brings no command of God, and that as a man 
of continence, he sees no problem with those who want to remain single.  He doesn’t ask that those who are married seek to 
be free, but he makes the point that when you get married, you become distressed. If only he knew, those of us who are 
married say, right!?  His main point about being single is that it frees a person to devote their life to God, which is a good idea 
due to what he hints is imminent: the coming of Christ.  And Paul goes on to make the case starting in Verse 32 that being 
single helps one focus on pleasing God; to the contrary, being married distracts one’s attention away from God to a spouse 
and the world.  Paul absolves himself of appearing anti-marriage by writing in 35, “I say this for your own benefit, not to lay 
any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.”  But when he writes in 
Verse 38 that the unmarried will do better than the married, he’s clearly stating his position on the whether he feels it’s better 
to be single or be married.  
 

Next month: 1 Corinthians, Chapter 8 
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