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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
A lesson from a gaggle of geese 

It seems a gaggle of geese has taken up residency behind the church, and we all know what that means.  But 

as disgusting as geese on the ground can be, they are ever so more majestic in flight.  Have you ever 

wondered why geese consistently fly in their familiar “V” formation?  Some years ago, two scientists conducted 

a series of tests, using a wind tunnel as their laboratory.  They, too, wanted to know why Canada Geese 

almost invariably fly “in formation.”  In time, they discovered that each goose, when flapping its wings, creates 

an upward lift, which greatly aids the following birds.  In this way, they can travel two or three times farther than 

they could if flying alone.  If one goose falls back and begins to think it can go it alone, that goose immediately 

feels the strain of solo flight, and quickly speeds up to get back into formation. 

 

A lesson on the importance of “team work” among members as Holy Cross readies 

herself for a pastoral vacancy. 

 

But the scientists learned something else.  They also discovered that the geese 

rotate their leadership because no one goose can remain in the “point” position for 

very long.  And that is true for congregations, as well.  Within the congregation 

there is a need for a continuing change of leadership, a need for those who have 

drafted behind the leadership of others to move to the front, to take the lead, to 

forge ahead.  In the same way, there comes a time for the pastor to be “rotated 

out” of the leadership position and be replaced with another. 

 

And so, a lesson on the importance of “change” in leadership as Holy Cross readies herself for my departure.   

 

God will raise up another pastor for Holy Cross – perhaps a pastor with different gifts, different strengths; new 

energy, new ideas – but another pastor, to be sure.  And the glory of it all is just as majestic and beautiful as 

geese flying in formation, because Holy Cross is not alone in this process.  Her Calling of another pastor is 

under the guidance and watchful eye of the Holy Spirit.  And because it is, the members of Holy Cross can rest 

assured that when a Call is extended, it will be a Divine Call.  The people of Holy Cross can embrace the future 

with confidence and expectation.  This gaggle of geese will soar, flying into the future with the blessing of God.  

Just stay in formation.   

 

In Christ Jesus, our loving Lord and Savior, 

 
 
 
Pastor Emil Witschy 
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Tuesday, July 1 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

Friday, July 4 – Independence Day  (OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Thursday, July 10 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Tuesday, August 5 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

Monday-Friday, August 11-15 
 9:00 a.m. – Vacation Bible School 
 

Thursday, August 14 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Monday, September 1 – Labor Day   
(NO WORSHIP SERVICE; OFFICE AND PRESCHOOL CLOSED) 
 

Sunday, September 7 
 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. – Two-service Worship schedule begins  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 

Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 
Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 

 

Worship Services  – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. (beginning Sept. 7); Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SPECIAL WORSHIP NOTE:  
Sundays, between May 25 and Labor Day weekend:  9:00 a.m. 

 
VACANCY PASTOR:  Rev. Robert Beinke (from St. Peter Lutheran-Norwalk) 
      203-847-1252, stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com  
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Kerry Geffert 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 
 

 
 

Like us on  

Facebook! 
 

Are you on Facebook?   

Did you know your church, 

Holy Cross Lutheran, has a 

Facebook page?  After you 

“Like” us, you’ll see postings 

of upcoming events, pictures 

from events and other notices. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAKING THE RIGHT PATH 
Prayer is a 24/7 necessity 
“Prayer is not a spare wheel that 
you pull out when in trouble; it is a 
steering wheel that directs us in the 
right path throughout life.” 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2014 

 

 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the September edition.  
The deadline for all  
articles is  
Friday, August 15.   
You can submit  
articles for  
inclusion in the newsletter mailbox, 
located outside the church office, 
or send them via e-mail to: 

holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   
 
 
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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2014 CALL COMMITTEE:  CALL TO ACTION 
Everyone’s input is requested to provide key research in survey 
As you know from our President, Kerry Geffert, through prior newsletters, the preparation for Pastor Witschy’s vacancy 
and our congregation’s self-study is underway.  The 2014 Call Committee is pleased to provide you with an opportunity 
via a survey to express your thoughts on the present state and future goals for Holy Cross and our search for a new 
pastor.  The survey including instructions is available online at:  http://www.4cmg.com/rwsv5/rws5.pl?FORM=HolyCross . 
 

Paper copies of the survey will also be available; however, we encourage everyone who has 
Internet access to use the online version.  This will make the gathering and analysis of results 
easier and quicker.  The surveys are due back to the Call Committee by July 14.  Once 
consolidated, a report including the survey results will be sent to the New England District.  The 
search for pastoral candidates most compatible with our church profile will then begin.   
 

The following people are members of the 2014 Call Committee:  Diane Dietman, Jon Halls, Kendra Norman, Matt Rentz, 
Cliff Schrock and D.j. Senft.  Technical questions concerning the online survey should be directed to Jon Halls at 
jonhalls@earthlink.com.  Questions on the survey process, including content and paper version, should be directed to me 
at mvichiola@sbcglobal.net. 
 

It is vital to the future of Holy Cross that everyone participate in the survey.  Pray for guidance by the Holy Spirit for our 
committee and our church.  Give thoughtful consideration to your responses.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

---MICHELE A. VICHIOLA-VAN WART 
   Vice President, Board of Directors 
   2014 Call Committee Chair 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
The Holy Spirit guides the Call process; all of us help by being calm, faithful and positive 
This month we enter an important phase in our calling of a new pastor that requires your participation. Michelle’s article 
above introduces the survey being conducted by our Call Committee. Your participation is crucial! Each member is 
welcome – and encouraged – to complete the survey.  
 

Meanwhile, I thought I would address some of the “water-cooler” questions related to the call process. There are, and will 
be, other questions that arise. Please feel free to ask me; I will do my best to provide you answers. 
 

Q: Why didn’t we begin the call sooner so that we could have someone in place when Pastor Witschy 
retired?  A: We were fortunate to learn early on of Pastor’s retirement.  However, those with great 
familiarity with the call process strongly recommend that the self-study not occur until after a pastor’s 
departure.  This is out of respect for the retiring pastor. 
 

Q: Why don’t we have an interim pastor?  A: Interim pastors are often meant for longer periods where 
a congregation desires to conduct a lengthy self-study. Your Board of Directors chose not to take this 
route.  However, we are not without pastoral leadership during the vacancy.  The Reverend Robert 
Beinke of Norwalk is serving as our Vacancy Pastor, providing on-going pastoral care and guidance 
during our vacancy.  He will attend Board meetings, schedule Sunday preachers and, depending on 
our vacancy status in September, arrange for Bible and Confirmation classes.  Since Pastor Beinke 
has his own congregation he has already lined up preachers for Sunday services through the summer. 
Monday nights are covered, too! 
 

Q: How long will this process take?  A: One of the great strengths of the LCMS call process is the belief that those involved 
in the process – the Call Committee as well as those called – are guided by the Holy Spirit. While there is certainly some 
anxiety in having a vacancy, we are by no means alone.  It is important that each of us keeps the Call Committee lifted in 
prayer that they remain guided by the Holy Spirit, knowing that our vacancy will be filled according to God’s plan, not ours. 
 

Q: Will members leave if we don’t have a new pastor soon?  A: We face the challenge of people’s need for an immediate 
“solution.”  Your Call Committee has already set for itself – and us – an aggressive schedule. You can help by completing 
your survey well before the deadline.  You can also help by being patient and positive. Allow the process to unfold, trusting in 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Step up to assist in the interim. Attend services regularly.  We – You – are Holy Cross! 
---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Holy Cross President  
 

http://www.4cmg.com/rwsv5/rws5.pl?FORM=HolyCross
mailto:jonhalls@earthlink.com
mailto:mvichiola@sbcglobal.net
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GRADUATION 
Best wishes to those among us receiving diplomas 
 

Congratulations to our Holy Cross members who graduated from 
college and high school in May and June!  Certainly each of these 
young adults must be looking forward to the next phase of their 
lives with excitement and anticipation.  Listed below are the 
graduates who filled out the “Graduate Information” form to let us 
know of their achievement.  Cheers to both the college and high 
school classes of 2013! 

 
COLLEGE GRADUATES: 
 

Amy Geffert 
Daughter of Kerry and Karen Geffert, Amy graduated Cum Laude 
from Western New England University in Springfield, Mass., earning 
a B.A. in Communications.  Her future plans are to be determined. 
 

Jordy Mones 
Son of Craig and Jeannie Mones, Jordy graduated from Springfield 
College in Springfield, Mass., earning a degree in 
History/Education Science.  His plan is to continue his education in 
the field of medicine. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE: 
 

Kristine Liptack 
Daughter of Gary and Peggy Liptack, Kristine graduated from 
Trumbull High School.  This fall she will begin her college education 
at the University of New Haven and will study Forensic Science. 

 
 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
In need of prayer?  Make one of the following contacts to begin the e-mail prayer circle 
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross family beyond our regular 
worship services.  To request a prayer you may make one of the following contacts: 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, phone or e-mail the church office:  
203-268-4555 or holycrss@mindspring.com.  Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will be 
circulated on the next business day. 

▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail 
delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 
 

COMFORT DOGS NEWS 
Maggie’s LCC K-9 handler wins Emmy for documentary 
The Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs program made news recently when a 
production by COMCAST Video Productions & Services in Seymour, featuring Comfort Dog 
Maggie (from Christ the King in Newtown) and Comfort Dog Addie (from Immanuel Lutheran in 
Danbury) was honored. Maggie’s LCC-trained handler, Ken Fay of Christ the King, received an 
Emmy Award for his work on the documentary “Wags ‘N’ Tales.”  Fay wrote and produced the 
program, which can be viewed at http://vimeo.com/84066039.  Check it out and don’t forget to 
like Maggie and Addie on their Facebook page. 

 
 

WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Our Sunday Worship 
Service time for  

July and August is 9 a.m. 
 

Please remember, if you are 
out of town for the weekend 
and can’t make it to church on 
Sunday, you can worship on 
Monday evenings at 7.  Holy 

Communion will be celebrated on 
the third Monday of the month. 

 

Sunday, September 7: 
We return to our two-service 
Sunday Worship schedule, with 
services at 8 and 10:30 a.m.  

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net
http://vimeo.com/84066039
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INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond; we’d love your input; this month read about how people would like relief from… 
You have been given a gift of one year of free, unlimited service from a chef, chauffeur, housekeeper, masseuse or 
personal secretary. You may only select one…which will you choose?  
 

That was the question/scenario we posed to our readers in the June newsletter.  Sadly, only five people submitted 
responses (one of them being a former Holy Cross member), which means that either no one wants to dream of a gift of 
free service for a year or they were thinking that was a pretty lame question to ask (more on that later).  Surely it can’t be 
because no one is reading the church newsletter!  This is an award-winning periodical, or would be if there were a contest 
to enter.  Anyway, we thank these folks for sharing their dream of having a year of free service of…  
 

Dot DeVed (former Holy Cross member who resides in Moneta, Va.): “If I had a choice, it would 
be the gift of a free housekeeper for a year. Why?  Because when I was growing up my mom 
wouldn’t let me go to the Saturday football games until I had helped do the weekly house cleaning. 
Consequently, I now hate to clean house, even though I have to at times.  She always did all the 
cooking and never let me help with that. I now love to cook.” 
 

Bill Skoog: “I would like someone to do all the house and grounds maintenance. That would relieve 
me of many concerns about doing them myself.” 
 

Edith Skoog: “That’s an easy one: a housekeeper so that I can spend more of my time baking, 
painting and quilting.” 
 

Mary Schrock: “No question, a free housekeeper.” 
 

Cliff Schrock: “With the miserable commuting time it takes to drive around Fairfield County, I could use a chauffeur for a 
year.  But I guess my top choice would be having a yard and handyman for a year.  I would load him up with all the 
projects needing to be done.” 
 

Given the fact that we only had five answers this month, it appears that your newsletter staff must need help in coming up 
with more exciting questions for this monthly column.  Since this is a combined edition covering the summer months of 
July and August, we are giving you a summer task:  Submit your ideas for a question of the month. If it’s a question we 
have already used, we won’t repeat it, and we reserve the right to choose questions that are appropriate for a church 
newsletter.  The deadline to submit your suggestion for a question is Friday, August 15, and we’ll go from there!  The 
response we get will determine if this column should continue as a regular item.  You can e-mail your potential question of 
the month to holycrss@mindspring.com or write it on paper and put it in the “Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far left).  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor   
 
 

WE ARE FAMILY 
This column is devoted to family news about Holy Cross members and friends.  Please turn in items to the newsletter box. 
 

God’s blessings to two families who brought their sons to the waters of Holy Baptism in June.  Congratulations to Bradley 
and Nancy (Segneri) Paquin and upon the Baptism on June 1 of their baby Ethan Robert Paquin.  Ethan’s sponsor is 

his aunt, Sue Ann Dixon.  Sincere congratulations also to Chris and Jennifer Deloge upon the 
Baptism on June 15 of their newborn son Parker John Deloge.  Parker’s sponsors are his aunt, 
Christine Lima, and his uncle, Vinny Riccio.  We welcome Ethan Robert and Parker John into the 
Family of God, through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, and look forward to the new relationship 
we will have with them.   

 
 

 

DURING OUR PASTORAL VACANCY  anyone in need of spiritual 

care may contact—  Rev. Robert Beinke, our Vacancy Pastor, at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church in Norwalk, 203-847-1252, stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com. 
You may also phone Kerry Geffert, Board President, 203-925-8341;  
Pat Deloge, Head Shepherd, 203-261-9434; or the Church Office,  
203-268-7555 (office hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 

 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:stpeterlcpastor@yahoo.com
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PASTA DINNER 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 13 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Froehlich Fellowship Hall 

 

Our menu will be Pasta served with  
Marinara and Meatballs, Salad,  
Bread, Dessert and Beverage 

 

Adults--$10;  Children (ages 6 to 12)--$5;  
Children 5 & under--free;  Maximum $30 per family 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving  
the needy a welcome meal 
“Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love.  Honor one another 
above yourselves.” (Romans 12:10) 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran and Grace 
Lutheran exemplify this on monthly 
first Tuesdays through prayers, 
donations and service, with 
compassion and generosity for the 
Community Supper at St. John’s 
Episcopal in Bridgeport.  June 3 
found 13 cooks 
and servers for 
the 109 meals 
served.  Very 
first in line was 
an elderly man 
with a preschooler and a family of 
four also with two preschoolers.   
As the brother and sister 
completed their meal, they enjoyed 
singing “Ahhhhhh, Ahhhhhh,” to 
one another while enjoying the 
acoustics of the very high ceilings 
in the dining hall.  Their delight 
was enjoyed by servers Anna Mae 
Berger, Jim Leslie, Fred Perry 
(from Grace-Stratford), Marissa 
and Alexis Rodriguez, Michele and 
Rick Van Wart and Pastor Witschy.  
The tasty meal had been prepared 
by Grace-Stratford members 
Bessie Burton, Ann Schaaf and 
Diane Hintz Schyhor. 
 
As you know, Holy Cross is 
responsible for buying the food, 
preparing and serving the meal on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
St. John’s Episcopal.  Money 
collected at our special collection 
on the first Sunday of every month 
is supplemented by Thrivent 
Financial.  If you are making out a 
check, make it payable to Holy 
Cross Lutheran with “community 
supper” on the memo line.  The 
next two community suppers for 
which Holy Cross is responsible for 
cooking and serving are on 
Tuesdays, July 1 and August 5.  If 
you can volunteer your time, 
please put your name on the sheet 
found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
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COVENANT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
Placement Pack project completed; back-to-school project begins in mid-July 
Thank you to everyone for the many donations of teddy bears, diapers, writing journals, coloring books, toothbrushes, etc.  
And thank you to the women of the Mission Quilters and Dorcas Guild for lovingly making and donating lap blankets.  We 

achieved our goal of putting together 12 Placement Packs for our adopted DCF social worker, Mimose 
Ulysse-Laurenard.  In addition, we were blessed to receive five extra teddy bears and comfort blankets, 
so we have wrapped these together, providing Mimose with five Comfort Packs.  These packs are given 
to Mimose for her to give to a child upon removal from the home due to neglect or abuse, so that he or 
she has a few essential items as well as something tangible to cuddle or hug during transition to a foster 

home.  While it is unfortunate that Mimose has to remove these babies/children from their home, it is a blessing that she is 
able to give them each a placement pack.  The lap blanket and teddy bear really do help to show the children they are loved. 
 

In mid-July we begin our annual collection of backpacks and school supplies.  Mimose currently has 20 school-aged 
children in her caseload and we will provide each one with a backpack filled with enough school supplies to get them 
through the 2014-15 school year.  Some stores begin backpack and school supplies sales early in July, before our display 
board will be put out in the narthex.  So if you see items on sale and want to pick them up at discounted prices, please 
know that we will be collecting all the usual supplies – backpacks, loose-leaf notebook paper, binders, pocket folders, 
spiral notebooks, composition journals, 24-count crayons, colored pencils, glue sticks, black ink pens, pencil cases, 
markers…and this list goes on!  Our target date to put out the display board with 3-by-5-inch shopping cards is July 13, 
with an Aug. 11 due date for supplies.  More details will follow in the Sunday bulletins. 
 

Again, we thank you for your very loving response to help our adopted social worker as she works with children of all ages 
who are unfortunately removed from their home and placed into the DCF system. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
---CINDY CICCIA and MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant to Care Liaisons 

 
 

 

                           Together, We Are Feeding 

                            Children Everywhere! 
The goal of Feeding Children Everywhere (FCE) is to bring  

people together to make a tangible difference in the lives  

of hungry children.  The by-product of people coming  

together is healthy meals for hungry children.  To date,  

FCE has sent millions of meals to four continents across the  

globe including countries like Haiti, Kenya, Ghana and Brazil. 
 

 1.02 billion people are hungry globally  

 14 million kids are hungry right here at home  
 

Join us as Holy Cross welcomes Jarrod Fucci  

from Feeding Children Everywhere 

at the Fifth Annual 

Breakfast and Artists 
Saturday, October 18, at 9:30 a.m. 
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THE WRITER WITHIN 
We’re at the start of an awkward period: Being pastorless at Holy Cross for the second time 
Unless something dramatic, miraculous and totally unexpected happens, from the end of June until the foreseeable future, 
our church, Holy Cross, will be functioning in rare air.  For only the second time in our nearly 60-year history, our church 
will be “pastor-less.”  
 

We were in that condition for several months in 1997, and now again this year, the number of months “to be determined.” 
Both times, the vacancy was the result of our present pastor stepping down; in 1997, Rev. Ronald Froehlich retired to 
Wisconsin; in 2014, Rev. Emil Witschy has relocated to Maine. 
 

Longtime members will recall, when we had an empty pulpit in 1997, that trepidation of going into the unknown was a 
common, shared feeling. We quietly put our faith into “the process,” aka God, and had the confidence that things would 
work out, to the glory of God, and they did.  
 

Now, 17 years later, trepidation has once again visited Holy Cross. But how strong 
will it be felt by our members? And how calmly can we react to it? 
 

If we resist feeling a sense of panic, we will get off on the right foot. And then if we 
use the same strategy for success that our church founders used at every key 
milestone, we will move in the right direction. That key was a sense of urgency about 
getting things done.  
 

Have you ever noticed how the pressure of a deadline makes you move faster and makes your senses more alert. We 
won’t have a solid deadline to fill our vacancy, but all the same, it will be helpful for us to have that sense of a deadline 
over us to make us work with a sense of urgency to do everything we can in the official call process and do it efficiently. 
 

And how many of us will develop a case of neophobia—the fear of change or anything new? Whether it’s a lot or very few, 
we should keep in mind that this fear is very common, not alarming and has been felt throughout history no matter your 
race or religion. You can go all the way back to when Jesus caused anxiety in New Testament days because even though 
He honored traditions He also brought new thinking. He was the original reality show and many people didn’t like the 
change of realities He was bringing and they tried to snuff Him out. But followers got over their fear of change and a new 
church was begun.  
 

Change is part of life. It is inevitable. And it will cause angst because it disrupts what we’ve gotten used to and spoils 
our contentment with the old way of life. If we’re happy in our present situation, we fear we might not be happy with 
what’s changing. 
 

I’ve lost track of where I read this, but I took notes from an article about handling neophobia.  Here’s what it said: 
 

“What makes a church able to flex and adapt and be ready to change so growth can occur and a 
church can thrive? Healthy congregations: accept that change is inevitable and that to grow they 
need to adapt; have the ability to let go of programs that no longer help the church do its mission; 
have changeover in leadership to bring in new ideas and energy; have leaders who have “healthy” 
thinking who know how to manage change and work well together as partners in fulfilling the church’s 
mission; leaders keep the church focused and are effective communicators, and are good listeners 
with a positive tone; have a clear sense of purpose and mission and direction as a whole and not just 
what individuals want; use humor and creativity to alleviate anxiety; tolerate a level of risk and 
experimentation by not blaming each other when things go wrong, and are flexible in their emotions 
and thinking.” 

 
And this article made the point that “churches that remain stuck in the status quo and only do things as they did them 30 
years ago because they feel that will reclaim the glory days will decline or stagnate. New generations hardly know 
anything of what came before and aren’t attracted to the past.”  
 

So if we embrace our neophobia and don’t fight it, we can let “change” come to our lives and our church and not be 
overwhelmed by it. When our new shepherd comes to the Holy Cross fold, we will be ready to work with him like we’re old 
acquaintances.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Holy Cross Word Staff 
 

P.S. Here might be the 10 most powerful two-letter words for self-encouragement: If it is to be, it is up to me.  
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Summerfield United Methodist Church “Light on the Hill” Food Pantry and Clothes Closet 

 

“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.” 
 

“The high calling of the Light on the Hill Food Pantry is to feed all who come to our pantry and soup kitchen 
from all walks of life.  Due to high unemployment, the face of hunger crosses socio-economic and racial lines. 
Hence, we are the hands of Jesus offering food to those who need it.”—Rev. Marjorie Nunes, Pastor 
 

Donations are needed of non-perishable food items 
 

and 
 

Gently-used summer clothing 
 

Collection boxes are in the narthex 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

General Memorial Fund 
 

In memory of Raymond Hubbard 
Clinton and Patricia Peterson 

 
Share the Hope Fund 

 

In memory of George Jacobs,  
Joyce Roman and Dorothy Schweitzer 

The Rock of Agers 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
Restricted on earth, he sees the “free”-dom of heaven 
A couple married almost 60 years dies in a car crash.  They had been in good health, particularly in the last decade, due 
to the wife’s rigid enforcement of a low-fat, high-fiber diet.   
 

When they reached heaven’s gates, St. Peter took them to their mansion.  As they “ooohed 
and aaahed” the old man asked St. Peter how much all this was going to cost.   
 

“It’s free,” Peter replied.  “This is heaven!” 
 

Next they went to see the championship golf course.  The old man asked, “What are the 
green fees?”  Peter replied, “This is heaven, you play for free.” 
 

Next was the clubhouse and a lavish buffet lunch.  “How much to eat?” asked the old man.  “This is heaven.  It is free!” 
Peter replied. 
 

The old man then looked at his wife and said, “You and your bran muffins.  I could have been here 10 years ago!” 
---Reprinted with permission from Editor’s Clip Sheets Copyright © 2014 

 

 
 

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies... 
 
 

 
BULLETINS FROM ABROAD 
If you are away from your Holy Cross family 
and worship at another church, be sure to 
drop off the service bulletin in the newsletter 
box.  We received one bulletin over the past 
month from: 
 

Jim and Kim Atkinson, who worshiped at 
Cheshire Lutheran in Cheshire on the 
occasion of their nephew Connor Collins’ 
Confirmation. 
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OUR FLOCK 
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission’s “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Jim Atkinson, for healing following hip-replacement surgery; Gary Jackson; JoAnne 
Meyer; Anita Schoch, recovering from heart-valve replacement surgery; Bob Solaz; Barbara White, recovering from 
foot surgery; and for our homebound members – Emma Fengler; George Morris and Harvey Pomerenk. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends: Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy recovering from brain surgery; 
Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; Hayley 
Annino, friend of Kathryn, at home following a stem-cell transplant; Gada Awada, co-worker of Pat 
Deloge, going through chemo for Stage 2 breast cancer; Anna Chmielewska, mother of a friend of 
Barbara White, undergoing chemo treatments; Penny Dalrymple, friend of Paul Hagberg, for healing; 
Linda Desabella, friend of Patty Peterson, battling cancer; Susanne Dowling, Greg’s mom, for a 
speedy and healthy recovery of an infection in her shoulder; Marti Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who 
is blind and paralyzed; Kathy Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister recovering from cancer surgery; Harold 
Geffert, Kerry’s father, under treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from 
essential tremors; Joe Geringer, friend of the Deloge’s who was called home to the Lord; Abby 
Haggerty, 9-year-old student at Christian Heritage school, recovering from successful brain surgery; 
Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, struggling with personal issues; Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn 
Struzik, who was diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler; and Mary Koch, niece of Ron Froehlich. 
 

We also prayed for Ramona Kondracki, wife of a co-worker of Jim Leslie, who gave birth to twins via a C-section and will 
be undergoing treatment immediately for cancer in her sinus cavity; Emmy Lightfoot, relative of the Dowlings, diagnosed 
with epilepsy; Eleanor Lynn, friend of Effie Solaz, experiencing paralysis following a stroke; Joan Meyer, friend of the 
Dietmans, in rehab following knee-replacement surgery; Edgar Meyer, Don’s brother, diagnosed with bladder cancer; 
Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works through the difficulties 
of autism; Gertrude Moran, friend of Anita Schoch, going through treatments for lymphoma; Chris O’Brien, friend of 
Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident; Dick Olson, Christian and Ian Witschy’s grandfather who 
had aortic-valve replacement surgery; Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who had a lung transplant; Dagmar Rosenberg, 
Ingrid Leibold’s sister, recovering from surgery to remove a tumor from her pancreas; Nancy Saad, friend of the DiLallas’ 
who has completed chemo and radiation for breast cancer; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron Froehlich, recovering from 
breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gerhig’s disease); Lorraine Tamas, neighbor of the 
Leslie’s, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of the Deloge’s, battling side effects of Valley fever; Shirley 
Thomas, Jen Deloge’s mom, prayers for strength and healing; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from 
leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Ron Vichiola, 
Michele Van Wart’s father, receiving chemo for esophageal cancer; Craig Wilson, son of friends of the Deloge’s, 
recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and all those people who asked for prayers and wish to be anonymous. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress.  During our pastoral 
vacancy, when you have prayer requests or updates to those on this prayer list, deliver them to the church office and the 
Shepherds’ Commission will include the requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the 
church office. 
---PAT DELOGE 
   Shepherd’s Commission  

 
 
A LITTLE BIT OF OLD-TIME HUMOR 
A punny way to die 
Old bankers never die – they just lose interest. 
Old actors never die – they just drop apart. 
Old lawyers never die – they just lose their appeal. 
Old car mechanics never die – they just retire. 
Old doctors never die – they just lose their patience. 
Old bookkeepers never die – they just lose their figures. 
 

---Submitted by ANNA MAE BERGER 
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CELEBRATING JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

July 1: Karli Chirgwin  

July 2: Colin Burke 

July 3: Pastor Witschy  

July 5: Allison Mazabras, Judith Webster 

July 6: Penelope Fernous, Robert Kravecs, Jr. 

July 7: Edith Skoog   

July 8: Justin Fanning  

July 9: Logan Deloge  

July 10: Karl Dale July 21: William Becker 

July 13: Jacob Nyitrai July 23: Joelle Schrock 

July 16: Marie Morris  Bill Skoog 

July 17: Cindy Ciccia, Gunther Naumann July 27: Lorraine Finch 

July 18: Grace Ely, Stephanie Liptack,  Keith Janssen 

 Amanda Sjoblom  Michele Van Wart 

July 19: Tom Deloge July 31: Tillie Jacobs, 

July 20: Charlene Hron Weigle,  John Roman 

 Lauren Janssen, Jon Testani 

CELEBRATING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 
 

 

August 2: James Belasco August 19: Tim Morris 

August 3: Robert Solaz August 21: Tim Benson, Jr. 

August 4: Ulrich Danne  David Schiller 

August 5: Ashley Testani August 23: Karen Rohleder 

August 6: Adelaide Fernous August 24: Natalie Benson 

August 8: Rachel Dennerlein August 25: Paul Vaitkus 

August 11: Julia Antoniou August 26: Jack Baillie 

 Daisy Benson August 27: Sami Sederquest 

 Jackie Dale August 28: Ashley Gomes 

August 12: Wendy Bogle  Eric Boivie 

 Kristine Liptack August 30: Liz Alesevich 

August 13: Peter Harris  Carl Mazabras 

August 15: Judith Chirgwin  Gretchen Sather 

August 18: Donna DiLalla August 31: Debbie Riccio 
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of time and talent our church members provide to do God’s work in our church and 
community.  If you have an item to include in this monthly “thank you” column, please jot it down and put it in the 
“newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To the Holy Cross members who helped with either shopping, cooking or serving at the June 3 Community Supper at St. 
John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport:  Anna Mae Berger, Jim Leslie, Alexis and Marissa Rodriguez, David and Mary Ann 
Schiller, Michele and Rick Van Wart, and Pastor Witschy. 
 

To all our members who donated items for the Covenant to Care for Children Placement Packs.  Special thanks for the 
ladies of the Dorcas Guild and Mission Quilters who made lap blankets and quilts that were included in these packs. 
 

To Donna DiLalla for putting together a lovely display-case tribute to Pastor and Amy. 
 

To Linda Suhr for her weekly commitment to serve as the church-office volunteer. 
 

Closing out this edition’s thank you notes, we include gratitude for those who had a part 
in coordinating and taking part in the June 22 festivities, celebrating Pastor and Amy’s 
ministry at Holy Cross— 
 

To Lydia Struzik and Donna Bogen for planning the Worship and brunch celebrations.  
 

To Joanne Bogen and Joey Vaitkus for providing the Children’s Message during the Worship service.  
 

To the Youth Choir for its musical offering during the service (Joanne Bogen, Sheryl John, Danny and Jessica Nyitrai, 
Emily Struzik and Joey Vaitkus, with leader Kimberly Atkinson).  Thank you also to the Thankful Hearts trio (Lori 
Burke, Mary Schrock and Lynn Turnbull) and the Adult Choir for the special music they provided during the service. 
 

To Donna Senft, Tina Batoh and D.j. Senft for creating and coordinating the table decorations.  
 

To Dan Senft and Joe Ciccia for power washing the patio and painting the patio furniture.  
 

To Donna DiLalla for creating the “Farewell Brunch” program.  
 

To those who lent their talents to the program: Kerry Geffert, Cliff and Mary Schrock, Edith Skoog, Nancy Sabol, 
Michael Gilbertson and Thankful Hearts.  
 

To those who helped with the preschool breakdown and brunch set-up: Tina and Brad Batoh, Donna Bogen, Patsy 
Cerone, Cindy and Joe Ciccia, Pat and John Deloge, Donna DiLalla, Kerry Geffert, Mary Schrock, Dan and 
Donna Senft, D.j. Senft and Laurie Vaitkus.  
 

To Jim Atkinson for his behind-the-scenes help and for taking pictures during the brunch…see pages 13 and 14. 

 

And finally, thank you to all those who helped with the clean up after the brunch.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Dorcas Guild 
ladies provided 10 

small afghans and the 
Mission Quilters 
group gave seven  
small quilts to the 

Covenant to Care for 
Children Placement 

Pack project. 
---A simple fact from our  
Social Ministry Commission 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
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FOND FAREWELL TO PASTOR AND AMY WITSCHY! 
God blessed Holy Cross with a memorable day of worship and praise, laughs and goodbye hugs and wishes 
June 22.  A beautiful day.  The sun shone bright.  The sanctuary was filled with 193 worshipers gathered to hear Pastor 
Witschy deliver his final sermon (read it again in this newsletter – see the Sermon Spotlight pages) and to celebrate at the 
Lord’s Table. There was special music from the Youth Group, Thankful Hearts and the Adult Choir.  There were words of 
appreciation from District President Timothy Yeadon and a special Farewell and Godspeed delivered by the Rev. Robert 
Beinke.  Then 170 of us moved to the Fellowship Hall to celebrate over a delicious brunch catered by David M. Grant 
Caterers of Shelton.  The program recognized Pastor and Amy’s 17 years of service through tributes, poetry and music.  
Even Raz and Blue made an appearance.  Before ending with a rousing singing of one of Pastor’s favorite hymns, Pastor 
and Amy were presented with a framed picture of 
Holy Cross and a monetary gift.  A beautiful send-off 
to two individuals who will be missed and certainly 
not forgotten.  Thanks be to God for the ministry of 
Pastor and Amy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Fellowship Hall was decorated with a nautical 
theme, as was the cake.  After wonderful brunch food 
and cake, the program began.  Pictured below, Board 
President and brunch emcee Kerry Geffert presented 
Pastor and Amy with a watercolor painting of Holy Cross  
and a monetary gift that had been collected by Holy Cross  
members.  Pastor then spoke words of gratitude and sincere  
thanks.  Godspeed to Pastor and Amy – you have both been  
a blessing to Holy Cross! 
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The Berry Brothers,  
Raz and Blue, made  
their first – and final –  
visit to the  
Fellowship Hall before 
they head up to Maine. 

 
 

 
Nancy Sabol (at left) paid tribute to 
Pastor with a poem she had written, 

while Edith Skoog (right) spoke words 
of recognition and honor to Amy. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Six kids from our youth group, came together to sing 
a musical offering during the Worship service.   
Sheryl, Joey, Danny, Jessica, Joanne, Emily and leader 
Kimberly Atkinson sang “El-Shaddai.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And Thankful Hearts reunited to sing during both the 
Worship service and the brunch program.  Pictured 
below, singing the Dan Fogelberg song “The Reach”  
are Lynn Turnbull, Mary Schrock and Lori Burke. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of  
the brunch 
program, 
our Vacancy 
Pastor, Rev. 
Robert Beinke, 
(at left) spoke  
to Pastor and 
Amy before 
offering a 
blessing upon 
them as  
they depart  
Holy Cross. 


