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FROM P.E.W. TO PEW 
No atheists in foxholes: How their “church” movement continues to befuddle 
 

On September 22 an article entitled “Atheism starts its megachurch: Is it a religion now?” appeared on Salon.com. 
 

The article reported that The Sunday Assembly – a London-based “Atheist Church” – had announced a “new global 
missionary tour.”  Assemblies affiliated with the “church” were to be opening in 22 cities around the world.   
 

And if it weren’t so sad, it would be rather comical.  And I write that because – from everything I can gather – the leaders 
want everything that “church” offers, with the exception of God.  And I mean everything – the positive and, what some 
might perceive as, the negative.  The Sunday Assembly meets in a deconsecrated church in East London.  The 
leadership is embarking upon a fund-raising campaign (do I hear, “Time for Fall Stewardship?”) of almost $800,000.  They 
even meet on Sundays.  The author of the article, Katie Engelhart, reported her attendance at a gathering and noted that 
at the church door ladies served homemade cakes and tea.  Then she mused, “I don’t think religion should have a 
monopoly of community.  I like the idea of a secular temple, where atheists can enjoy the 
benefits of an idealized, traditional church – a sense of community, a thought-provoking 
sermon, a scheduled period of respite, easy access to community service opportunities, 
group singing, an ethos of self-improvement, free food – without the stinging imposition of 
God Almighty.” 
 

Ian Dodd, one of the founders of the Los Angeles chapter, commented, “The church model 
has worked really well for a couple of thousand years.  What we’re trying to do is hold on to 
the bath water while throwing out the baby Jesus.”  Funny, huh?  If it weren’t so sad. 
 

Head honchos Sanderson Jones and Pippa Evans even hope to offer more church-like 
services: Sunday School, weddings, and funerals.   
 

Funny, huh?  If it weren’t so sad.  Because the bottom line is that the aphorism, “There are no atheists in foxholes,” is, 
well, true.  In fact, there are no atheists – period.  Martin Luther wrote in the Large Catechism: “A god is that to which we 
look for all good and in which we find refuge in every time of need.”  Those who claim to believe that there is no god, no 
supreme being, no higher power, are lying.  Because if they will not look to a supernatural being as the ultimate authority 
in life, then they have set up themselves as the ultimate authority.  They believe in god all right – the god of self.  They 
trust in themselves.  
 

It’s kind of funny – at least, to me – that those who claim to embrace atheism still want many of the aspects of “church.”  
What they fail to understand is that many of those aspects of “church” that they seem to desire make no sense without the 
Divine.  And what is more, the Church, in a sense, is itself Divine.  It is defined in Scripture as the Body of Christ.  And so, 
those who desire a church without God will never find it, because at its worst, such a church is really an assembly devoted 
to the worship of self.  One might as well stay home in one’s bathrobe, stand before the bathroom mirror, and gaze 
adoringly at one’s self. 
 

Can we not see how funny an “Atheist Church” is?  But maybe that’s because Sanderson Jones and Pippa Evans, the 
founders of Sunday Assembly, are, in real life – and here’s the punch-line – stand-up comics.  Funny, huh?  And I’ll… 
 

See You in Worship,  
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Emil Witschy  
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Sunday, November 3 –  Daylight Saving Time Ends (2 a.m.) 
 –  All Saints’ Sunday 

 

Tuesday, November 5 – Election Day 
 5:00 p.m. – Holy Cross serves Community Supper  
  at St. John’s Episcopal-Bridgeport 
 

Saturday, November 9  
 9:30 a.m. –  Breakfast and Artists – Our fourth annual event, with guest 
  speaker Jennifer Marr of the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry, 
  along with her Comfort Dog, Addie 
 

Thursday, November 14 
 7:00 p.m. –  Board of Directors’ meeting  
 

Wednesday, November 27 
 7:30 p.m. –  Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist 
 

Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving Day 
 (Office closed and no preschool both on this day and Friday, Nov. 29) 
 

Sunday, December 1 – The Season of Advent begins 
 

Wednesdays, December 4, 11, 18 
 6:15 p.m. –  Advent Soup Suppers 
 7:30 p.m. –  Advent Midweek Worship Services 

 

 

 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5995 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611 

Office Phone:  203-268-4555;  Pastor’s Study Phone: 203-268-7555 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pewhclc@mindspring.com 

Church Office E-mail:  holycrss@mindspring.com    FAX: 203-268-5499 
Website:  www.holycrosstrumbull.org 

Christian Preschool Phone:  203-268-6471   E-mail:  mglennonhccp@mindspring.com 
Parsonage:  6025 Main Street, Trumbull, CT 06611   Phone:  203-268-1722 

Worship Services – Sunday: 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.; Monday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

PASTOR:  Emil A. Witschy 
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Michael J. Gilbertson  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ PRESIDENT:  Cliff Schrock 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ VICE-PRESIDENT:  Michele Van Wart 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SECRETARY: Jeannie Mones 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ TREASURER:  Greg Dowling 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Pastor Emil A. Witschy 
NEWSLETTER MANAGING EDITOR:  Cliff Schrock 
NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION:  Mary Schrock 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Holy Cross congregation is to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  We will share the love and forgiveness of Our Lord Jesus Christ with one 
another, our community and the whole world so that we can take part in the joyous privilege of 
“making disciples of all nations” through the power of the preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, administering His Sacraments, and joining together in service fellowship according to the 
confessional standard of the Lutheran Church (Article III). 

 

 

Like us on 

F A C E B O O K! 

Check out 

the Holy Cross 

Facebook Page! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 
By John F. Kennedy 
“As we express our gratitude, we 
must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, 
but to live by them.” 
 

---Reprinted with permission from 
The Newsletter Newsletter © 2013 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
Our next deadline is… 
The next issue of The Holy Cross 
Word is the December edition.  
The deadline for all articles is 
Sunday, Nov. 10.  Please note this 
earlier deadline, 
due to the 
Thanksgiving 
holiday, and plan 
ahead to meet 
the adjusted deadline.  You can 
submit articles to the newsletter 
mailbox, located outside the 
church office, or send them via e-
mail to holycrss@mindspring.com. 
 

Unless you have a lengthy article, 
we encourage you to use the 
“Information Form,” located in a 
box on the narthex table.  You may 
use this form to submit details for 
upcoming events, the “We Are 
Family” and “Thank You” columns, 
and other short items.  After filling 
it out (please sign your name), put 
it in the newsletter mailbox.   
 
 

mailto:holycrss@connix.com
http://www.holycrosstrumbull.org/
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4th Annual 

 
Saturday, November 9, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

 Guest Speaker Jennifer Marr of the  
      LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
       and her Comfort Dog Addie! 

 

Open to the public with a suggested donation of $10.00.  Tickets on sale NOW.   
For more information contact Cindy Ciccia at 203-395-3404 or CLC717@gmail.com 

 

 Browse our Artists and Crafters 
  Enjoy our breakfast buffet 
  Babysitting available 

 

Jennifer looks forward to sharing her stories and Addie with you! 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S JOURNAL 
How an old catchphrase is useful in challenging all of our members 
I’m getting older but I’m not old enough to know if the great catchphrase from a classic comedy was already a part of 
everyday language before Joe E. Brown uttered it.  After all, the movie, “Some Like It Hot,” came out the year I was 
born in 1959.  
 

I will get to the famous quote in a moment, but before then, I will do what the movie does so brilliantly, and that is set up 
use of the phrase.  
 

Ever since joining Holy Cross in 1984, I have been in numerous official positions, including when I was going through my 
cancer years, when at one point I was only working on the newsletter. A very common discussion topic during those 
nearly 30 years of being involved in Holy Cross leadership has been the perplexing “two-thirds disengaged” phenomenon. 
This refers to how only one-third of our membership is involved in regular worship and participation in church life. The rest 
of our members are on the rolls, basically, in name only.  
 

I’ve been in hours and hours of meetings where we’ve tried to figure out why this is. If we were a country club, and two-
thirds of the members were uninvolved, it wouldn’t be so bad because at least they’d be paying their monthly dues to 
remain in good standing. If they got involved and paid for more services, so much the better. But they have to pay to be a 
member so at least something is being reaped by having them on the rolls.  
 

But at a church, when members don’t get involved, it’s a double-miss because not only are they missing physically, but 
they’re not normally doing anything to make up for their absence through giving of any kind via time, talent or treasure. It’s 
an empty membership position. The disengaged church member is a huge loss to the overall effectiveness of a church’s 
ministry, which is why we have traditionally not wanted to “give up” on them.   
 

Because we’re talking about people’s salvation and the work of God’s kingdom, the continual absence of members never 
stops being discussed and analyzed. I, myself, have gone back and forth as to how much time I feel we should invest in 
making members alive to their church.  One  church-growth  expert  said  in  a workshop  long  ago  to  not  worry  too  much  
 

                “President’s Journal,” continues on Page 4 

 

mailto:CLC717@gmail.com
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“President’s Journal,” continued from Page 3 
 

about them. I remember his quote as, “It’s much easier to make babies than to wake the dead.”  His meaning was, 
bringing in new members who are active is less stressful and better time management than trying to reach members 
who appear disinterested.  But the church is all about hope, and I believe we at Holy Cross hope and hope that inactive 
members will eventually have a change of heart, with the help of the Holy Spirit.  
 

As to why members don’t get involved, I think it comes down to 
convenience. The church is an inconvenience to people because it 
requires some of their time and commitment. Well, everything in life is 
about commitment and time, so the church isn’t unique in that way. But 
there is an added factor to the inactive equation and it’s because the 
church does inspire inactives in one unfortunate way:  to develop reasons 
why the church is an inconvenience.  
 

Here are a few “reasons” I’ve picked up over the years on why members stay away: 
 

 “I don’t get anything out of the services.” 
 “Holy Cross doesn’t offer anything that interests me.” 
 “Bible classes never speak to my problems and my life issues.” 
 “I haven’t come to church in years and no one seems to care about that.” 
 “If I came to church after being away for so long people would make too much of a fuss.” 
 “I shouldn’t have to ask for spiritual help, the church should just know what my needs are.” 
 “No one ever says hello to me.” 
 “I don’t like the way my child’s wedding was handled. We couldn’t have the songs we wanted.” 
 “The church president gets too preachy about the people who don’t come.” 

 

Okay, I threw that last one in to see if anyone was still reading. While there might be some validity to these concerns in a 
few cases, by and large these reasons to stay inactive don’t hold up. Now I can use the catchphrase; any of these 
reasons deserve the famous “Some Like It Hot” line, “Well, nobody’s perfect.” 
 

Holy Cross has never been about perfection; that’s God’s trait, not ours. No church body, which is run by simple men and 
women, will ever provide a worship and social environment that is perfect for anyone. Holy Cross will never live up to the 
perfect standards some people want. So my desire for all our members is to be honest, truthful and sincere about their 
standing as a member. Indifference should not be acceptable in your walk with God. You either love God or you don’t. If 
you do, you overcome any perceived issues that in the long run don’t have any importance to your salvation. At Holy 
Cross you will hear about God’s plan for His people and how Jesus Christ is the Savior of the World. That message is 
loud and clear. Any other issues aren’t reasons to stay away, just convenient excuses to avoid coming through the doors.  
 

I have found another opinion interesting in how it contrasts with any perceived inadequacies at Holy Cross. It comes from 
former members, who have moved on to a new location and church and will say that we don’t know how good we have it here.  
 

The time people choose to devote or not devote to their church is a very touchy subject to write about, but as I’ve written 
many times, as your church president, I feel I need to help lead us to improve ourselves as God’s people at Holy Cross 
and help our members become more faithful in all aspects of Christian living. Our worship-attendance numbers are 
decreasing and we need to do something about it.  
 

Basically, I can’t see someone calling themselves a church member if they don’t take it seriously enough to just come to 
worship, plain and simple. If you’re going to be a member of Holy Cross, the least that you can do is come to worship. 
That’s step No. 1 and it’s a simple “one.” Just come to worship services; you have three to pick from, and they last an 
hour on Sunday mornings and roughly a half hour on Monday evenings.  
 

The rest of your time commitment to Holy Cross will naturally follow and flow from worship attendance.  
 

I will close with a useful remark I heard from Pastor Witschy prior to the start of his Bible class on Psalms one Sunday in 
October.  While attending church on vacation he heard the pastor remark at the end of his sermon that, “You had a choice 
whether or not to come this morning; you were wise in deciding to come.” 
 

Legacy, Future, Growth in Christ: Turning Challenges to Triumphs 
Rom. 12:11: “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Holy Cross President 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Here’s an opportunity for you to step forward to help with a festive occasion 
I am looking for any and all help I can get to try something a little different with this year’s 
Children’s Christmas Program.  If you have a projector or know how to use one, have ideas for 
costumes, can take pictures, would help scrapbook our pictures, can drive us to the farm one 
afternoon, or just want to see what fun we are having, please let me know!!!  Phone me at home – 
(203) 268-2218 – or e-mail me at bomann@snet.net . 
---KATY BOMANN 
 
 

INQUIRING MINDS 
We inquire, you respond; this month, read responses regarding the cartoon world 
We were almost in jeopardy of not including this column in the November newsletter due to receiving no answers.  But 
then seven responses were received within a day of the deadline.  We are chalking this up to the fact that this was either 
a mind-bending question or simply that folks felt the way one of our members did – see the last answer listed.  We hope 
the answers we did get to the question, “If you could enter the cartoon/comic strip world, which 
character would you want to be for a day or two?” will make you smile.  The answers we received are 
listed in alphabetical order by the comic strip/cartoon character’s name.  Thank you to our respondents:  
 

Nicole Benson: “I would want to join Bugs Bunny’s basketball team in the movie ‘Space Jam.’ ” 
 

Effie Solaz: “I get a big kick out of Blondie.  I think it’s the greatest.” 
 

Cliff Schrock: “Now that I’m getting into my middle years, I relate more and more to Dagwood and 
George Jetson, not so much in wanting to be exactly like them, but I relate to their personalities and 
the desires they have and that, in the long run, they’re decent chaps who want to be a fun part of the 
worlds they live in. Plus, I’d really like to drive the ‘car’ George drives!” 
 

Mary Schrock: “It would be a stitch to be the Mom in the comic strip ‘Zits.’ I don’t believe she has a name…she’s just the 
Mom.  How she deals with her teenage son is exaggerated, but certainly has some reality to it.  If you are an avid reader 
of ‘Zits,’ you’ll know she loves to scrapbook family pictures, so I have that in common with her.” 
 

Natalie Benson: This 4-year-old simply answers, “Princess Sofia.” 
 

Tim Benson, Sr.:  “The Sarge from ‘Beetle Bailey.’ ” 
 

Edith Skoog: “I am very happy being who I am and there is no one, cartoon or real, that I would like to be even for just one day.” 
 

The answers for the next Question of the 
Month will appear in the December edition, 
so of course our topic is Christmas-related.  
It’s not in question format, but rather an 
essay-style question:  “Describe your 
favorite Christmas tree ornament.”  If you’d 
like, you can give a physical description and 
include how you came about receiving the 
ornament.  Wish we could print color 
pictures of your answers, but that’s where a 
written description will paint the picture for all 
our readers! 
 

Let’s fill up more than a page with your 
answers…get your family members 
involved!  But please take note that the 
deadline is bumped up a few days due to 
the office workload prior to the 
Thanksgiving holiday and Advent season: 
Sunday, Nov. 10.  Answers can be e-
mailed to holycrss@mindspring.com or 
written on paper and put in the 
“Newsletter” mailbox (bottom row, far left). 
Make sure to include your name.   
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
   Newsletter Managing Editor   

GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD 

FOR HIS ABUNDANT GOODNESS! 
 

Join your Holy Cross family and friends for the 

annual THANKSGIVING EVE EUCHARIST: 
 

Wednesday, November 27, at 7:30 p.m. 
 

brought forth will 

be taken to the 

Trumbull Food 

Pantry, sponsored 

by the Town of 

Trumbull.  

During this Worship service there will be a special 

offering of non-perishable food items.  All donations 

mailto:bomann@snet.net
mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
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STEWARDSHIP AND YOU  
Fall campaign asks members to pray, make commitments  
For our fall stewardship emphasis we are doing a slight revision to last year’s theme. Pastor Witschy came up with a 
simple and direct title a year ago, and the beauty of it is it can be easily adapted for this fall’s drive. So with a change in 
the year we are ready to take our membership through the overarching theme “Doing the Work of the Kingdom 2014”, and 
will particularly focus on the wonderful John 15 reading of Christ as the true vine.   
 
This newsletter article introduces the schedule for what we hope will be a helpful few weeks in which, through the idea of 
bearing good fruit, we review stewardship concepts, how the Bible is filled with key instructional points on having a giving 
attitude, and how you can make a number of commitments for 2014.  
 
To make this campaign as smooth as possible for members to take in, we will be putting inserts in the Sunday worship 
bulletins for Nov. 3, 10 and 17 to serve as study sheets for members, which will lead to Pledge Sunday on Nov. 24. The 
three weeks will focus on bearing fruit for Jesus in terms of time devoted to God, talents and skills used for Him, and our 
treasures returned to Him.  
 
We will post these instructional sheets on our church 
website. A pledge form is available as the last page (13) 
of this newsletter; pledge forms will also be left on the 
narthex table and be available to download through the 
newsletter link of our Holy Cross website. 

 
When all is said and done, we 
hope that every member will 
have prayerfully considered 
their present stewardship 
qualities and have made 
commitments in their time, 
skills and giving for the Year 
2014, bringing their pledge to 
present to the Lord during 
worship services the week of 
Nov. 24.  

 
If you have any questions, please see Pastor Witschy or 
either one of us. May God bless our upcoming 
meditation on how stewardship plays a role in the 
Christian life. 
 
Please use this prayer as often as you can during 
the stewardship weeks of study:  
 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, as our church—Holy 
Cross—goes through the fall stewardship program, we 
ask that You bless its goals and objectives, help all of 
our members see how they fit into the many 
opportunities of service within the church, and guide all 
of us to increase our stewardship to whatever levels we 
are capable of. Give us renewed zeal for attendance at 
worship, giving of time, talents and treasures, and 
devotion to you. In the name of our precious Savior 
Jesus.  Amen. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK                            
   Holy Cross President            
 

   and 
 

---GEORGE BOMANN IV 
   Co-Director of Discipleship 
 
 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY VIEWPOINT 
Pledge drives, by and large, 
are a help and worth the effort 
 

Pledge.  There, I said it. I have yet to find anyone 

who likes church pledge drives, including me. We 

are told they are necessary for budgeting. In 

reality, they are helpful but not necessary. When 

less than 50 percent of our congregation 

participates, budgeting based only on pledges 

would be difficult. So why put ourselves through 

this process? 
 

Two reasons. The pledges that are submitted are 

one of several information pieces that assist with 

budget planning. When members are consistent 

with their pledging, we can prepare for changes in 

giving patterns. (Side note: only the Financial 

Secretary sees returned pledge cards; no one else.) 
 

But more importantly, pledges are about 

commitment. And I will tell you that it took me a 

while to understand this. We make long-term 

financial commitments all the time – mortgage, 

rent, childcare, tuition, auto loans or leases, gym 

memberships. What is it about our faith life that 

makes us “commitment aversive?” Whether it’s 

attendance or giving, we seem to be loath to 

make that commitment. We expect commitment 

toward us from God, and trust He will 

“understand” when we won’t make a 

commitment back. That is the lesson we are 

teaching future generations. 
 

      “Financial Viewpoint,” continues on Page 7 
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“Financial Viewpoint,” continued from Page 6 
 

You will soon have the opportunity to make a commitment. Pledging is more than a commitment to Holy 

Cross; it is a commitment to God. Don’t miss your opportunity.  
 

With all this said, I now report to you the offerings update for the month of September: 
 
 

2013 Average Weekly Need – $4,755.77 
 

September 2013 Offerings 
 

September 01 - $3,131.00 
September 08 - $6,833.69 
September 15 - $2,901.09 
September 22 - $6,916.46 
September 29 - $3,405.09 
 

September Average    June Average    March Average 
   Weekly Offering - $4,637.47     Weekly Offering - $4,209.87     Weekly Offering - $4,642.18 
 

August Average   May Average    February Average 
   Weekly Offering - $3,866.36     Weekly Offering - $3,923.36     Weekly Offering - $3,529.58 
 

July Average    April Average    January Average 
   Weekly Offering - $3,761.83     Weekly Offering - $4,587.06     Weekly Offering - $4,407.08 
 

---KERRY GEFFERT 
   Financial Secretary 
 
 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
Card game night provides fun for card sharks, funds for food pantry 
Laughter, teasing, vegetables, candy, nuts, cards, discs and spools added up to a fun Whist evening.  
Thirty-six people teamed up and moved about the Fellowship Hall at the October 12th Whist card-game 
night.  Prizes provided more laughter.  Thanks are extended to folks who brought nine card tables.  
Then at the end of the evening Holy Cross folks are so considerate in helping re-set up the Fellowship 
Hall.  Thanks again.  Proceeds from the ticket sales are going to the Summerfield United Methodist Church Food Pantry.  
Six families unable to attend donated their ticket money, which will also be directed to those in need of this pantry.  “Let’s 
do it again!”  Watch for the March 29, 2014, Whist Night. 
 

---DAVID AND MARY ANN SCHILLER 

 
DECK THE HALLS 
Set aside Dec. 15 to join us for decorating –  
both the church and gingerbread houses! 

Plan on staying after Worship service on Sunday, 

December 15, for some fellowship!  You may choose to 

decorate the sanctuary or decorate your very own 

gingerbread house in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Pizza lunch will be provided.   

 

The cost for gingerbread houses and 

supplies is $15 for the first one in your 

family and $10 for each additional.  

Please indicate on the sign-up sheet (narthex table) how 

many houses you would like purchased for your family as 

well as how many will be eating pizza.  If you are staying 

for decorating, please just indicate the number of people 

for pizza so we order enough.   It is an enjoyable 

afternoon for any age! 

---KATY BOMANN 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
Turn your clock 
BACK one hour 
before going  
to sleep on 

Saturday, Nov. 2.  
Enjoy the extra 
hour of sleep! 
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OUR FLOCK  
Christian caring and praying at Holy Cross, for our family and friends 
This is the Shepherds’ Commission's “FYI” column letting our members know for whom we have prayed during our recent 
worship services.  Please continue to remember these people in your prayers. 
 

We remember our members: Gary Jackson; JoAnne Meyer; George Morris; Anita Schoch, with chronic back pain; and for 
our homebound members – Ray Dawkins, Emma Fengler, George Jacobs, Harvey Pomerenk and Dorothy Schweitzer. 
 

We prayed for our family and friends: Bob Agate, father-in-law of Lydia Struzik’s friend Sandy, recovering from brain 
surgery; Sandy Agate, friend of Lydia Struzik, recovering from back surgery; Gail Agria, recovering from cancer surgery; 
Hayley Annino, friend of Kathryn Struzik, who has leukemia; Ruth Boivie, Rick’s mom, recovering from hip surgery; 
Norman Bunting, Audrey Paray’s uncle, hospitalized with breathing difficulties; Ruth Downing, 
mother of a dear friend of Michele Van Wart, suffering from a number of serious ailments; Marti 
Fischer, cousin of Carol Burns, who has progressive blindness and was paralyzed following a fall; 
Louise Frieden, Jeannie Mones’ mom, hospitalized following a fall; Judie Froehlich; Kathy 
Gardner, Jim Leslie’s sister, recovering from cancer surgery; Harold Geffert, Kerry’s father, under 
treatment for colon cancer; Kay Geffert, Kerry’s mother, suffering from essential tremors; and 
Amber Jones, friend of the Gefferts, struggling with personal issues. 
 

We prayed, too, for Kathleen Kassouf, mother of a friend of Kathryn Struzik, who has been 
diagnosed with lupus; Betty Kessler; Linda Kissh, close friend of the DiLallas, for continued healing as she has 
completed radiation treatments for breast cancer; Linda Kobus, friend of Rick and Kathy Boivie; Mary Koch, niece of Ron 
Froehlich; Claire Leslie, Jim’s mother; Gerett Mendez, friend of the Mones family, who is recovering from a massive 
stroke that occurred in November 2005; Joan Meyer, friend of the Dietmans and Joyce Roman, in rehab following knee-
replacement surgery; Kylie Middlemass, Anita Beer’s granddaughter, responding well to various therapies as she works 
through the difficulties of autism; and Chris O’Brien, friend of Mary and Otto Atkinson, paralyzed as a result of an accident. 
 

We prayed also for Luis Rivera, friend of Doris Bernt, who recently had a lung transplant; Lois Sanders, daughter of Ron 
and Judie Froehlich, recovering from breast surgery; Joey Senft, cousin of the Senft family, with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease); Terry Sissick, friend of Barbara White, who recently had serious eye surgery; Campbell Taft, 5-year-old son of a 
friend of the Schrocks, dealing with the effects of brain cancer as he continues Growth-Hormone therapy; Lorraine Tamas, 
neighbor of the Leslies, who suffered a stroke; Mike Tavares, friend of John and Pat Deloge, battling side effects of Valley 
Fever; Andy Turnbull, Scott’s brother, in remission from leukemia; David Van Wart, Kimberly Atkinson’s dad and Rick Van 
Wart’s brother, in rehab following a fall; Ron Vichiola, Michele Van Wart’s father, receiving chemotherapy for esophageal 
cancer; Craig Wilson, son of a friend of John and Pat Deloge, recovering from tongue cancer surgery; and all those who have 
asked for prayer but wish to remain anonymous. 
 

Lastly, we prayed for the family and friends of Paul Carlson, who recently passed away. 
 

If your friend or family member is on this list, be sure to keep us updated on his or her progress.  When you have prayer 
requests, deliver them to Pastor Witschy for prayers during our worship services, and the Shepherds’ Commission will 
include the requests in this monthly report. 
 

NOTE: If you would like to be included in our e-mail Prayer Circle, please provide your name and e-mail address to the 
church office. 
 

---WILLIAM MALMSTEDT 
   Shepherds’ Commission 

 

 

A STORY IN HONOR OF VETERANS DAY 
From The Christian Mom’s Idea Book, by Ellen Banks Elwell: A young soldier, covered by prayer 
As a battle raged around them, soldiers huddled in a trench during the Vietnam War.  Their commander had ordered them 
to stay put, but one soldier noticed a buddy lying wounded in an open area, crying for help. The soldier in the trench kept 
checking the time.  Suddenly, he dashed for his injured friend, bringing him back to safety.  
 

When the commander asked his daring soldier why he’d risked his life this way, the soldier said his mom had promised to 
pray for him at the same time every day. Because he knew he was covered in prayer, he had the courage to save his friend.  

---Reprinted with permission from 
   The Newsletter Newsletter, Copyright © 2013 
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YOUR BOARD/YOUR TEAM 
This member shows how you can find the time to give 
This is No. 19 in a series of articles that highlights the people serving—despite already hectic personal schedules—on 
your Board of Directors. This month’s Board member is our Second-Year Shepherd Pat Deloge.   
 

This is the swan song for this column, which makes it appropriate that Pat is the subject.  Of all the people I’ve profiled in 2012 
and 2013, she, Donna DiLalla, and Pat’s brother, Dan Senft, are some of the “most veteran” members we have now at Holy 
Cross.  Pat has been a member since 1962—when our church was just five years old—when her family moved from Palisades 
Park, N.J.  When she and her husband, John, were married in 1971, they left Connecticut for stays in Syracuse, N.Y., North 
Plainfield, N.J., and Merrimack, N.H.  The time away amounted to 11 years of living in other states before they came back to 
Connecticut in 1983.  With the exception of the time away, Pat says, “Holy Cross has always been my home church.”  
 

As you would expect for someone who has been a part of our church for more than 50 years, Pat has been involved in 
many capacities: Altar Guild, deacon (she was one of our first women to serve in this role), usher, greeter, Sunday School 
teacher, and VBS leader.   
 

Her present Shepherd role, which concludes after 2014, is the second time she’s held that position. She was also 
previously on the Board of Directors as the Director of Social Ministry.  
 

One of Pat’s longstanding, high-profile positions with us has been as a Parish Nurse; 
you will often hear of her being on hand between services on the first Sunday of the 
month to take blood-pressure readings for members.  
 

What is so awesome about Pat’s involvement—as has been the case with so many of 
the Board members I’ve written about—is that she has been busy for her church while 
being busy for her family and for herself.  She is a registered nurse in her professional career, working at Masonicare in 
Newtown, and her family consists of John, children Tom, Debbie and Chris (all members), all married with children.  The 
grandkid total is at six with another one on the way.  
 

Pat has just about seen it all at Holy Cross.  “When my family moved to Connecticut and joined Holy Cross [in 1962], 
there was no church building,” she says.  “[Worship] services were held in Center School in Trumbull.  One of the most 
exciting days at Holy Cross for me was when we broke ground for our church.  Since worshipping for the first time in our 
church, I have had many more memorable events in my life take place under this roof.” 
 

Wouldn’t it be awesome to have seen our church grow in the fashion Pat, and a few other members, did through all the 
new building and growth?  As an eyewitness observer to all that, Pat obviously takes pride in serving her Savior as a Holy 
Cross member, taking the approach that she has a lot of fondness invested in the church.  But even newcomers to Holy 
Cross should treat it with the same devotion a longtime member such as Pat does.  It’s kind of like when Jesus says to 
Thomas, “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  So should we believe in the life and future of Holy 
Cross even though we don’t have the years invested in it like older members do.  
 

Pat’s answer to the question, “What satisfaction do you get from serving your church?” gets to the heart of how 
churches continue to function year after year and how members should be involved as workers for Christ: “This church has 
always felt like home to me and I take great pride in serving wherever needed to keep the church active and alive.  Working 
closely with other members on a committee or commission is always a great way to learn more about our church family.” 
 

Thank you, Pat, for your service and devotion to Holy Cross.  
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK   
   Board President 
 

P.S. My thanks again to Greg, Jon, Kendra, Michele, Tina, Kerry, Dan, Donna B., Dave, Cindy, Tom, Donna D., William, 
George, Christy, Jeannie, Jim, and Gary for helping me as Board members during this term as President. God bless you all. 
 

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  
Whoever abides in me and I in him,  
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart  
from me you can do nothing.” 

    —John 15:5 
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DISCIPLESHIP COMMISSION 
Picnic thank you, college care packages and sharing a thought-provoking poem 
Thank you to everyone who assisted in making our annual picnic on September 22 a success.  I especially thank our grill 
team of Rick Van Wart, Greg Dowling, Jon Halls and John Anantharaj. 
 

We sent out Halloween care packages to our college students.  If you have not yet given me your daughter/son’s school 
address please e-mail it to me at pasnaab@yahoo.com so that she or he can be included in future mailings. 
 

Here is a little food for thought.  I came across this poem at my job and thought it would be good to share with my Holy 
Cross family: 

ARE YOU A MEMBER? 

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed,  
Or are you just content that your name is on the list? 

 

Do you attend meetings, and mingle with the flock, 
Or do you stay at home and criticize and knock? 

 

Do you take an active part, to help the work along, 
Or are you satisfied to be the kind that just belongs? 

 

Do you push the cause along, and make things tick, 
Or leave the work to just a few and talk about the clique? 

 

There’s quite a program scheduled, that we're sure you've heard about, 
And we’ll appreciate it if you, too, would come and help out. 

 

Think this over, members, you know right from wrong. 
Are you an active member, or do you just belong? 

 

---DONNA BOGEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Nov. 2: Gavin Dowling Nov. 14: Jon Halls 

Nov. 3: Kristen Cerone Nov. 15: Ryan Matthews 

 Alex Riccio Nov. 16: Bernice Erickson 

 Peggy Liptack  Joey Vaitkus 

 Alexis Rodriguez Nov. 18: Christine Matthews 

Nov. 5: Lydia Struzik Nov. 21: George Jacobs 

Nov. 6: Otto Atkinson Nov. 22: Stephen Sederquest 

 Sherry Duff Nov. 23: Alison Kucinskas 

Nov. 7: Michael Antoniou Nov. 24: Matt Sather 

 Kevin Conte  Harald Dale 

Nov. 8: Tim Sather  Emma Gentry 

Nov. 9: Sigourney Norman Nov. 25: Keith Chirgwin 

Nov. 11 Bob Burns Nov. 30: Anthony DelMedico 

 Dylan Chirgwin  Craig Mones 

 Jody (Kravecs) Knight  Linda Suhr 

Nov. 12: Ingrid Cerone  Norine Zalenski 

 Joanne Tardy 

  

mailto:pasnaab@yahoo.com
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THANKS A BUNCH! 
This column recognizes the gifts of 
time and talent our members 
provide to do God’s work in our 
church and community.  If you 
have an item to include in this 
“thank you” column, please put it in 
the “newsletter” mailbox. 
 

To John Selk for spreading a 
delivery of mulch (purchased from 
a vendor in Sandy Hook) in our 
playground. 
 

To David and Mary Ann Schiller 
and Jim and Lorraine Finch for 
donating flowers from their 
gardens to be used for our Sunday 
altar flowers. 
 

To Donna Bogen who coordinated 
the Church Picnic on Sept. 22.  
Donna had quite a few people 
who stepped forward to help her 
with set-up, kitchen prep, grilling 
and clean-up.  Special thanks to all 
these helping hands! 
 

To the Holy Cross members who 
helped with either shopping, cooking 
or serving at the Oct. 1 Community 
Supper at St. John’s Episcopal-
Bridgeport:  Lorraine Finch, Cole 
Dowling, Sheryl John, Jim Leslie, 
Kendra Norman, Danny Nyitrai, 
David and Mary Ann Schiller, 
Mary Schrock, Barbara White and 
Pastor Witschy. 
 

To Linda Suhr for her weekly 
commitment to serve as the church 
office volunteer. 
 

To Bill and Edith Skoog and Jim 
Atkinson for opening/closing the 
church, respectively, on Oct. 13 
when Pastor was on vacation. 
 

To David and Mary Ann Schiller 
for coordinating the “Whist” card-
game night on Oct. 12.  The snacks 
and fellowship were fantastic! 
 

To Dave Bogen and Cliff 
Schrock for planning the Oct. 20 
Holy Cross golf outing and “19th-
hole” pizza dinner. 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
Serve the Lord by serving the needy a welcome meal 
“Have a good evening,” said Mary Schrock, as a recipient left the dining hall.  
“And you have an even better tomorrow!” exclaimed the satisfied fellow at the 
Oct. 1 Community Supper.  And volunteers conclude: “What a privilege to 
prepare and serve!”   
 

Volunteers for the month of October were cooks Lorraine 
Finch, Barbara White, Bessie Burton, Ann Schaaf and Diane 
Hintz Schyhor.  At 4:30 Kendra Norman and Mary Schrock 
arrived to slice the hams and serve.  Serving time brought 
Cole Dowling, Sheryl John, Jim Leslie, Danny Nyitrai and 
Pastor Witschy.  Two children were among the 93 folks that 
arrived.  Including second helpings, 121 meals were served. 
 

As you know, Holy Cross is responsible for buying the food, preparing and 
serving the meal on the first Tuesday of the month at St. John’s Episcopal.  
Money collected at our special collection on the first Sunday of every month is 
supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  If you are making out a 
check, make it payable to Holy Cross Lutheran with “community supper” in the 
memo section.  The next Community Supper for which Holy Cross is 
responsible for cooking and serving is on Tuesday, Nov. 5.  If you can volunteer 
your time, please put your name on the sheet found on the narthex table.   
---DAVID and MARY ANN SCHILLER 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Social Ministry Commission has 12 members:  
 

Myrtle Anderson, Carol Burns, Lorraine & Jim 
Finch, Marie Morris, Dave & Mary Ann Schiller, 
Mary Schrock, Bill & Edith Skoog, Lydia Struzik, 

with Cindy Ciccia as Director. 
 

---A simple fact from our Social Ministry Commission 
 

 
 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
Are you or someone you know in need of prayer? 
Our Prayer Circle offers an opportunity to unite in prayer with our Holy Cross 
family beyond our regular worship services.  To request a prayer you may make 
one of the following contacts: 
 

▪ Between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays, e-mail or 
phone the church office: holycrss@mindspring.com or 203-
268-4555.  Requests received after 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) will 
be circulated on the next business day. 

 

▪ When the office is closed, you may contact Don Meyer by 
phone, 203-268-2080, or by e-mail delsmeyer@sbcglobal.net.  

 

---SHEPHERDS’ COMMISSION 
 

mailto:holycrss@mindspring.com
mailto:delsmeyer@sbc.global.net
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COVENANT-TO-CARE CORNER 
Annual “Giving Tree” will be in narthex later this month 
The Christmas season is just a month away, and we hope you will 
include in your hearts the children that are under the care of DCF 

through the Covenant to Care for Children 
program.  By the end of November, we will have 
from our adopted social worker, Mimose Ulysses-
Laurenard, the list of children under her care and 
suggested toys/other items they most desire.  For 

many of the children, this will be the only Christmas gift he or she will 
receive, so we ask you to kindly remember our Christmas “Giving 
Tree” as you put together your gift-giving list. 
 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 
---CINDY CICCIA and MARY SCHROCK 
   Covenant-to-Care Liaisons 
 
 

LATE-BREAKING SPORTS NEWS 
Holy Cross has sun-kissed golf outing at Tashua Knolls; many shots taken, no one hurt 
Fifteen players—twice the number from 2012—comprised the field for a Holy Cross golf outing on Sunday, Oct. 20, at 
Tashua Knolls.  This was the second year of the revival of a golf event that was regularly held years ago. 
 

At least a one- to two-club wind* greeted the players, who were put into four groups, two going off the first tee and two off 
the 10th. But sunshine kept the players comfortable during the afternoon 18-hole round. Afterward, the players assembled 
at the church fellowship hall and turned it into their own “19th hole” for some “pizza and…”. 
 

During this time of telling tall golf tales of the round, it was determined that Paul Vaitkus had the best 
score of the group with an honest-to-goodness, even-par 72, which Andrew Struzik astutely noted was 
indicative of the rest of the players’ games, resulting in the biggest laugh a the 19th hole. 
 

While Mr. Vaitkus, the Great River club champion, was definitely the low scorer and had birdies on 
three of the four par 5s, there was also some birdie success from Mr. Struzik, Matt Rentz, Dave Rentz 
and your faithful scribe. By virtue of their being unopposed, Cole Dowling and John Rosen “won” their 
age group in the junior and senior divisions, respectively. And to show that not everyone was a chop out there, the 15 
players combined for a ringer score of 66, six under par. (That’s the result of taking the best score from everyone on each 
hole and adding it up; it’s a collective score for the round.) 
 

The full field, and their foursome’s “label”, included: 
 

No. 1 Tee 

 The Shepherd and the Three Tall (Not Wise) Men— 
Pastor Witschy, Paul Vaitkus, George Hermes, Jim Leslie 
 

 The Rentz Clan & Co.—Matt Rentz, Dave Rentz,  
Stephen Sederquest 

 

 

No. 10 Tee 

 The Firm of Dowling, Dowling, Kravecs & Rosen— 
Greg Dowling, Cole Dowling, Dr. Bob Kravecs, John Rosen 
(This group also had the youngest and oldest golfers in the outing.  
 

 The Choir Boys & the Cop—Dave Bogen, Andrew Struzik,  
Cliff Schrock, Tom Wuennemann (friend of C. Schrock’s) 

 
It is hoped that next year’s event can be moved up into late  
September to avoid losing golf balls in leaves! 
 

---CLIFF SCHROCK 
 
 

*Golf lingo meaning a player would need to use a club one or  
two clubs stronger than what is normal for a certain distance  
because of the strength of the wind.  
 
 

 
 

General Memorial Fund 
 

In memory of Doc DeVed 
 

John and Pat Deloge 
Karel and Maureen Sheveland 

CHURCH CHUCKLES 
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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Fall 2013 Stewardship Focus & Pledge— 
“Doing the Work of the Kingdom 2014” 
 

Dear Fellow Members of Holy Cross,  

God’s blessings to you! Because God wants all of us to be fruitful, any time of year is a good time to discuss 

being bearers of good fruit. But the church has usually found the fall harvest period to be a particularly good 

time to review being fruitful in discussing stewardship. 

So, during the month of November 2013, we will go through an emphasis on stewardship traits that will lead to 

an affirmation in the upcoming year for those who are already fully engaged in the life of Holy Cross, and a re-

energized commitment for those still looking to enhance their involvement at Holy Cross. Traditionally, the 

entire structure of Christian stewardship has been made up of our time, our talents and skills, and the treasure or 

financial blessings we receive. Those three areas dovetail into the four Sundays we have from Nov. 3 to Nov. 24, 

the length of this year’s stewardship focus. It is hoped that every one of us, from the most devoted to the new or 

novice Christian, will always feel the need for growth in building the life of a Christian steward.  

It is likely a well-used Bible reference for stewardship drives, but John 15:5 is a great reminder of who we are 

to be as Christian people: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” Jesus is talking here about how we are extensions of Him, 

and when we stay grounded in Him we can do wonderful things as stewards, being fruitful rather than decaying 

if we become separated from Him. 

During the month of November, you will be receiving weekly “reads” to study about how to be a steward. To 

further help you in your Christian walk, and to assist our church with 2014 budget planning, please review the 

form below, pray about it, discuss it with family, and complete it. For the best evaluation of your commitment, 

it is suggested that you wait to fill it out after Sunday the 17
th

 when you’ve had a chance to study all three 

weeks of material. Write your pledge commitments to God separately for your own reference or copy this page, 

then fold this page in triplicate, staple it, and bring it back to church at one of the services on Pledge Week, 

Sunday Nov. 24 and Monday Nov. 25, which is the last week of the present church year.  

Thank you for your time and for helping your church plan for the coming year, and most importantly, for 

seriously considering your own Christian growth. God bless you and your family, 

 Cliff Schrock   George Bomann IV, 

 Holy Cross President   Co-Discipleship Director 
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

My “Doing the Work of the Kingdom 2014” Response Form 
Because I/we have been saved by God’s grace and freed to serve, I/we will answer His call to commitment by 
stepping forward in my/our giving and by praying for my church, Holy Cross, and Pastor Witschy: 
 

My gift to God of Service—I possess the following skills that could help Holy Cross in commission work:  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________Working Toward a Tithe—I/we want to move toward this goal, but have not reached it yet 
 

________Living by God’s Guide—I/we will give 10 percent of our income to Holy Cross 
 

________Giving in Grace Beyond God’s Guide—My/our desire is to exceed more than 10 percent 
 

Based on my selection above, my/our commitment for 2014 to Holy Cross is $______ per week. (Circumstances  
may force me to revise or cancel this commitment at any time.)  
 

Signature(s):_________________________________________  Printed name(s):______________________________________________ 


